For the latest on the 
United Methodist 
Church “on the go!” 

Get the UMC App 
for your smartphone 
in the App Store 
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CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


VOL. 12, NO. 1 BATON ROUGE, LA JANUARY 13, 2012 

Louisiana’s laity gather March 16-17 to 4 claim their call’ 


United Methodists throughout Louisiana 
will gather March 16-17 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth for “Claiming our 
Call as Laity.” 

This two-day retreat sponsored by The 
Conference Board of Laity will be led by 
Dr. Gil Rendle and Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson. 

Dr. Rendle, renowned national speaker 


and facilitator, will guide and train laity as 
they discern the primary field of mission 
for their local churches. "Our retreat is 
designed to facilitate laity involvement in 
the crucial tasks of our church, both in its 
mission and transformation into a more 
effective tool for the building of the 
Kingdom of God,” said Dr. Sarah 
Kreutziger, conference lay leader. 


Bishop Hutchinson will open the event 
and end it with an hour-long town meeting. 

The event starts at 4:30 p.m. on Friday 
and ends at 3 p.m. on Saturday 

The cost of the event is $25 per person 
PLUS the cost of lodging and three meals 
(Friday night dinner, and Saturday break¬ 
fast and lunch.) To register, contact The 
Wesley Center at (318) 449-4500. 


Skeeter Run-Change the World 



April 21 4 Skeeter Run’ benefits Imagine No Malaria 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference is sponsoring eight 5K and 
Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria , 
our denomination’s global initiative dedi¬ 
cated to eradicating malaria worldwide. 
As with the conference-wide “Day of 
Caring” held May 14 of this year, all of 
our local churches are encouraged to par¬ 
ticipate in this very special event. 

The event is entitled “Louisiana 
Skeeter Run-Change the World. ” The 
race logo will incorporate whimsical 
mosquitos, helping participants to con¬ 
nect the idea of these insects found fre¬ 
quently in our state with the dangerous 
role they play in the spread of malaria. 


The Conference Global Health 
Initiative Task Force announced that 
eight locations throughout the state have 
been confirmed as race sites. Race direc¬ 
tors are working with volunteer commit¬ 
tees, and the committees will engage 
other volunteers from as many local 
churches as possible in planning and put¬ 
ting on these events. If you are interested 
in serving on one of these planning com¬ 
mittees please contact the race director in 
your area: 

Ruston, Amy Stegall, (318) 251-0750, 
amy s@trinityruston. org 

Alexandria, Denise Crick, (318) 446- 
0482, denisecrick@yahoo.com 
Baton Rouge, Judd Hammond, 


rjhammo 1 @gmail.com 

Hammond, Debi Petrolia, (985) 345- 
2196, dpetrolia@fumc-hammond.org 
New Orleans, Martha Orphe, 
marthaorphe@bellsouth.net and Jon 
Lord, jlord@tulane.edu 

Lafayette, Kim Biggerstaff, 
biggcamp@lusficer.net 
Sulpher, Carrie Kinnaird, 
ckinnaird@ppg. com 

For the “Louisiana Skeeter Run,” 
there is a task for every size church, such 
as providing volunteers for the day of the 
run/walk and/or signing up participants 
in one of the run/walks. 

Questions? Contact Betty Backstrom 
at bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Calling All Laity!! 


These last three years have been 
incredibly enlightening for me as it 
regards the state of our beloved 
church. The rapidity of change is 
making the institution that so many 
of us knew and loved more and more 
an entity of the distant past. In its 
place a new creation is evolving. 

The form of that new creation is still 
“soft” and “pliable”, so I can’t give it 
an accurate definition, except to say 
it is molten with the fire of God and 
it is morphing even while I write this 
reflection. It is indeed one of the 
most exciting times I have known in 
my life in the church, and it is one of 
the most frightening of times. I 
guess I am Dickensian in a way - “It 
was the best of times. It was the 
worst of times.” 

In the words of one of our newer 
hymns, “This is a Day of New 
Beginnings.” Our God is indeed 
making all things new! You have 
begun to see and experience some of 
our preliminary efforts at trying to 
address the evolution we are experi¬ 
encing. You have begun in your 
churches to address the question, 
“What is your mission field?”, and 
you have done it with thoughtfulness 
and prayer. You have been asked to 
self-identify your church as one of 
four types: 1.) On the Move 2.) 
Faithful and Strong 3.) Rekindling 
the Vision, and 4.) Passing the 
Mantle. And we will be moving this 
spring into new learning settings 
around what is the next step in know¬ 
ing how to proceed with visioning as 
one of these churches. 

A person who has helped me more 
than anyone to see what is happening 
around us and is helping me work 
through what we must do in response 
is Dr. Gil Rendle. Dr. Rendle has 
worked with our Extended Cabinet 
with intense commitment and has led 
us to get attuned to our surroundings. 
It has been through his leadership 
that we have developed the new 
directions that we have been sharing 
with you. And he will continue to 
work with us into the future. 

Dr. Rendle came to the 
Conference-wide Clergy Retreat last 
year and spent quality time with all 
clergy, sharing his insights, asking us 
the “right questions”, and helping us 
understand the changing culture and 


dynamics that we 
are dealing with in 
this new century. 

It was an incredi¬ 
ble three days of 
growth. 

Dr. Rendle is 
coming back to 
Bishop William Louisiana, this 

W. Hutchinson time for a LAITY 

RETREAT, in 
which he will work with laity of 
Louisiana to better understand what 
is happening in our churches and 
helping us ask the right questions as 
to what laity perceives we need to 
address. The LAITY RETREAT will 
be March 16-17, 2012 at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth. We will begin 
on Friday evening and will conclude 
on Saturday afternoon. It will be one 
of the most informative gatherings 
ever and will be crucial for us to 
have as many laity present as possi¬ 
ble. 

Please put these dates on your cal¬ 
endar now and plan to attend. You 
will be getting more information 
about registration, cost, etc. from the 
Conference Board of Laity in the 
very near future. As I see it, this is a 
critical step for the healthy future of 
The United Methodist Church in 
Louisiana. I WANT YOU TO BE 
PART OF IT!!! 

In recent days I have had a won¬ 
derful conversation with a colleague 
about the journey we all are on. His 
words for where we are as a church 
were “The Temple we have built is 
beautiful. But God is calling us to 
get out the Tabernacle again and take 
it on the road!” That says a lot. I’m 
ready to help get the Tabernacle in 
transit, and I pray you are too! God 
is calling us to a new day and a new 
way. 

Come be part of the LAITY 
RETREAT so you will be equipped 
to help lead a LAITY ADVANCE for 
Christ. I look forward to sharing 
March 16-17 with you. 

In Christ’s love, 
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Bill Hutchinson 




Confirmation day with the Bishop 


Confirmands throughout the Louisiana Annual Conference are invited to join Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson for a day of fun and learning at The Wesley Center on March 10 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. During ‘Standing Right with God,’ confirmands will leam about the 
promises we make when we join the United Methodist Church. Registration begins at 
9:15 a.m. and the program begins at 10 a.m. The cost is $25 per person (This covers 
lunch, t-shirt and program cost) Registration deadline is NOON, March 5, 2012. Go to 
www. LA-U M C .org/youth 



Senior High retreats slated for February 

The Louisiana Conference will sponsor two retreats for Senior High students to be held 
at The Wesley Center in Woodworth Feb. 17-19 and Feb. 24-26. Check in for both 
retreats begin Friday at 8 p.m. and end on Sunday at 11:30 a.m. The event fee is $85 
per person. The deadline for BOTH events is midnight on Feb. 10. After the deadline, 
add $30 per person as a late fee. Registration may be completed online by visiting 
www.la-umc.org. Click on Ministries, then Youth, then Senior Retreat. Contact the 
Conference Youth Department at (225) 346-1646. 


Louisiana Conference' 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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A message from the President of Louisiana’s United Methodist Women 


Giving thanks for our many blessings is a great way to begin the 
New Year. 

I give thanks for the dedicated United Methodist Women who have 
accepted the call to serve at the state level. They consist of our elected 
officers and our district presidents. I have provided their names and 
districts below. The district presidents are listed first followed by the 
elected conference officers. If you know any of them, be sure to give 
them a big CONGRATULATONS!! 

We are in for a great UMW New Year. 

District Presidents and Elected Conference Officers 
Acadiana District: Margie Manuel, Joyce Thibodeaux, Janell 
Ducrest, Juanita Lagard 

Alexandria District: Debbie Hancock 



Barbara Ferguson 


Baton Rouge District: Gloria Lester, Anita Hansberry 
Lake Charles District: Sammie Jo Perkins, Myma Freeman, Ouida 
Smith 

Monroe District: Jane Ellett, Laura Salguero 
New Orleans District: Karen Crouch, Brenda Marks, Carrie Roy, 
Margaret Washington, Sallie Uhl 

Shreveport District: Loretta Haskins, Judy Willis 
These are the leaders of Louisiana’s United Methodist Women for 
2012!! Let’s keep them in our prayers. 

And finally, many thanks to outgoing President Edna Hickman. 
Thank you for working tirelessly on our behalf. We appreciate all that 
you did to inspire us and to represent us extremely well at all times! 
Barbara Ferguson 

2012 UMW President, Louisiana Conference 


Conference Vice President extends greetings and highlights for 2012 


Happy New Year and God bless each 
and every one! 

We begin our UMW year with newly 
elected officers. They are President, 
Barbara Ferguson; Membership, Nurture 
& Outreach, Ouida Smith; 
Communications Coordinator, Anita 
Hansberry; and Secretary of Program 
Resources, Janell Ducrest. We welcome 
these new officers and pledge them our 
support. 

Our Program Committee met on 
November 12, 2011 at the Wesley Center. 
The meeting was well attended and very 
productive. Our first event for this year is, 
of course, UMW Sunday with the official 
celebration date of January 22, 2012. I 
hope you all will be supportive as this is 
primarily a campaign for new members. I 
have been invited to speak at the Plain 
Dealing UMC and at the Arcadia and Mt. 
Mariah churches. 

We will not have a Conference 
Spiritual Retreat this year. 


The South Central 
Jurisdiction Quadrennial 
Meeting of United 
Methodist Women is 
scheduled for June 22 - 
24,2012. The meeting 
will be held in Abilene, 

Texas at the Abilene 
Civic Center. The theme 
of that meeting will be, 

“Women Responding to 
God’s Love & Grace” 
based on the scripture 
from Luke 1:46-48, 

Mary said, “Em 
bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the 
song of my Savior God. God took one 
good look at me, and look what happened- 
—I’m the most fortunate woman on 
earth”. 

Louisiana Conference delegates are: 
Myma Freeman, Juanita Lagard, Carrie 
Roy, Laura Salguero, Joyce Thibodeaux, 
and Brenda Marks. This meeting wel¬ 


comes all United 
Methodist Women as 
well as all others who 
would like to attend. 
There will be something 
of interest to all! 

As a first time sched¬ 
uling event, the West 
Gulf Regional School of 
Christian Mission will 
follow the quadrennial 
meeting starting on June 
25th - 28th. This meet¬ 
ing will also be held in 
Abilene, TX on the 
campus of McMurray University. 

July 18th through 21st are the dates for 
our 2012 Louisiana Conference School of 
Christian Mission at the Wesley Center in 
Woodworth. Our current Dean, Myma 
Freeman and Assistant Dean, Debbie 
Hancock are already getting prepared by 
selecting study leaders and participants. 

We wish them well. We are offering Haiti 


once again as the Geographic study and 
Poverty as the Social Issue study. The 
Spiritual Growth study will be 
Immigration in the Bible. 

Our Conference UMW Annual 
Meeting is scheduled for October, 12 - 
13, 2012 (Friday & Saturday). I wrong¬ 
fully reported in my last LA NOW article 
that the Annual Meeting would be held in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. It will not. The cor¬ 
rect location is First UMC, Houma, LA. 
DELT will also be held after the Annual 
Meeting. 

As you can see, we have an exciting 
schedule planned for the coming year. So 
mark your calendars for all events and 
make plans to attend all or as many of 
these events as possible. Remember to 
bring someone with you! 

God bless you with his Presence and 
Peace in the New Year! 

Judy Willis 

Conference UMW Vice President 



\ / ; 
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Judy Willis 


Greetings from the Conference Treasurer 


Thank you, United Methodist Women. 
You continue to show your love of mission 
through your generous giving in spite of 
the economy. We are experiencing chal¬ 
lenging economic times. It is a time when 
women, children and youth need the work 
of mission institutions and their programs 
the most. As we plan events and projects 
for 2012 in local units, districts and as a 
conference, telling the story of mission giv¬ 


ing needs to be a priority. 

May each of us accept the challenge to 
continue—or if possible to increase—our 
pledge for the New Year as we continue to 
serve God through United Methodist 
Women. 

Blessing for a wonderful New Year, 

Brenda Marks 

Conference UMW Treasurer 


Louisiana Conference to be vital part of 2012 
Jurisdiction Meeting slated June 22-24 in Abilene, Texas 


The time is 
drawing near! 

The Quadrennial 
Meeting of the 
South Central 
Jurisdiction will 
convene on June 
22, 2012 and end 
June 24 in 
Abilene, Texas. 

The task of 
electing 
Directors to 
Women’s 

Division is the first order of business. 



Staphenae Carey 


In 


addition, many activities have been 
planned to increase spiritual growth, 
offer exposure to technological advance¬ 
ments, provide information on the envi¬ 
ronment, and provide entertainment. For 
information about the event, visit 
www.gbgm-umc.orgscjurisdictionumw 

Hope to see you there! 

Staphenae Carey 

Member Committee on Nominations 

South Central Jurisdiction Leadership 
Team 


Newly elected officers attend November 
Leadership Training Event in St. Louis, Missouri 



Barbara Ferguson, Conference 
President; Ouida Smith, MNO 
Coordinator; Anita Hansberry, 
Communications Coordinator; and Sandy 
DeCelle, Nominations Committee member 
joined elected UMW officers from across 
the nation for a three-day Leadership 
Training Event (LTE) in St. Louis, 

Missouri Nov. 18-20,2011. The training is 
provided by the Women’s Division. The 
purpose of LTE is to: 

• Explore the biblical and theological 
basis of the Purpose of United Methodist 
Women 

• Emphasize inclusiveness, multicultur- 


ism and elimination of racism and raise 
awareness of their connection to the work 
of the conference mission team 

• Focus on history, finances, current 
issues and concerns of the Women’s 
Division, including looking into the future 

• Provide training in the basic job 
responsibilities of the conference leader 
positions. 

• Highlight our commitment to mission 
with women, children and youth and the 
ways this commitment forms the founda¬ 
tion for serving as leaders in the organiza¬ 
tion. 
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Meet the Louisiana candidates for 


Women’s Division Director 


Dolores Giles is an educator and a 
member of First United Methodist 
Church of Baker. She became active 
in church right out of college when 
she started teaching Sunday school. 

From there (some years later), she 
began work in Christian Education on 
the local and district levels. She 
became involved in United Methodist 
Women during her early thirties. After 
attending her first School of Mission, 
she was elected as a local unit presi¬ 
dent. She has served at the District level and was involved 
with youth on all levels of the church until 2001. She 
served as the President of the Baton Rouge District for 
four years and is currently serving as Vice-President. 
Dolores also served as Dean of the Louisiana Conference 
School of Christian Mission in 2010. 


Dr. Barbara Ferguson is a licensed 
Louisiana attorney and she has a doc¬ 
toral degree in education. Currently, 

Dr. Ferguson is Chair of the nonprofit 
education foundation that she found¬ 
ed, Research on Reforms. Her work 
has always involved improving educa¬ 
tional opportunities for children and 
youth, especially those who are at-risk 
and disadvantaged. She is a member 
of St. Luke’s United Methodist 
church, where she was President of 
United Methodist Women. She served 
as the Conference Coordinator for Social Action. She was 
the recipient of the 2010 Outstanding UMW award. 
Currently, she is the Louisiana Conference UMW 
President. 


Lueburda J.. Myers is a former 
President of the Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women and Chair 
of the Conference UMW Committee 
on Nominations. She is a retired 
Caddo Parish school teacher and 
Recreation Superintendent for the 
City of Shreveport. She continues to 
fulfill her dream to help others see the 
possibilities that exist within and 
around them; maximize their potential; 
and prepare for achieving their dreams 
and goals. She is Lay Leader for St. 

Paul UMC, Shreveport, and a Certified Lay Speaker. 
Lueburda received the United Methodist Women’s Laity 
Award for 2008. Lueburda has been a delegate to both the 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences 



Dolores Giles 



Dr. Barabra 
Ferguson 



Lueburda J. 
Myers 


Louisiana Conference Delegates to the 2012 Jurisdiction Meeting 



Myma Freeman 

La. Conference UMW 

Education & Interpretation 



Juanita Lagard 
La. Conference UMW 
Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator 


Brenda Marks 

La. Conference UMW 

Treasurer 


Carrie Roy 

La. Conference UMW 

Chair of Nominations 


Laura Salguero 

La. Conference UMW 

Social Action Coordinator 


Joyce Thibodeaux 
La. Conference UMW 
Secretary 


Louisiana Natives will serve as Musicians for 2012 Quadrennial Event 


Clark J. Knighten 

Clark J. Knighten is the Director of Liturgy and Music at St. 

Joseph the Worker Catholic Church in Marrero, Boynton United 
Methodist Church in Gretna, and musical accompanist at Our Lady 
of Guadeloupe Catholic Church Shrine of St. Jude in New Orleans. 

He is also the owner of Black Cat Productions, LLC, a well-known 
music and event coordination company in the New Orleans area. 

Clark is a graduate of Xavier University and has done post graduate 
studies at the University of New Orleans and Loyola University of 
New Orleans. In addition to his responsibilities as Director of 
Liturgy and Music, he was a teacher at St. Joseph the Worker 
school for 20 years. Knighten is well-known throughout the country 
as a composer and clinician. 

His published liturgical compositions include the Mass of the Caribbean Dreamer, 
the 2001 CD collection Created Ane , (featuring St. Joseph the Worker’s Music 
Ministry), and the 2004 instrumental Christmas music A Few Good Friends At 
Christmas. 



Clark J. Knighten 


Elaine Foster 

Elaine Foster is the lead singer for ELS and has been perform¬ 
ing for over 20 years. She is a graduate of the University of South 
Carolina. Currently, she sings with several gospel groups in the 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge areas and is a member of Greater 
King David Baptist Church of Baton Rouge. 

She has toured Europe with the gospel group The Unity Singers 
and has recently recorded a new CD with the Underground 
Freedom Singers. Foster has traveled around the world with ELS 
and has performed for Presidents Nixon, Carter and Bush. 

She has been featured in the 1993 issue of Sports Illustrated and 
has performed for the Essence Music Festival, the New Orleans 
Jazz Festival, and the Super Bowl. 



Elaine Foster 


What’s New with United Methodist Women? 

Have you visited the home page for United Methodist Women lately? If not, try this 
link http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw. You will see the following: 

• The new United Methodist Women logo (see right) 

• The following color-coded tabs for additional information: About-Join-Connect- 
Learn-Programs-Resources-Response-News-Act-Give 

• At the bottom of the home page under News And Events, click on the link to read about the Women’s Division 
proposal on becoming “Structurally Separate, Missionally Connected” to Global Ministries 
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Get a Head Start on your 2012 Reading Program! 


Hello, I am the new Conference 
Secretary of Program Resources. A month 
after being elected at Conference Annual 
Meeting in early October of this year, I 
helped lead a 2012 Reading Program Book 
Sale at the Local Elected Leaders Training 
and the Annual meeting of the Acadiana 
District where I have served as a District 
Officer since 2006. Now I am happy to be 
making the transition from District to 
Conference. My contact information is 
below. 

The first 2012 Reading Program Book I 
read is entitled The Boy Who Harnessed 
the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity 
and Hope , a detailed and fascinating auto¬ 
biography about the hardships and tri¬ 


umphs of a poorly educated boy in Africa. 
William Kamkwamba lived through the life 
and death struggle of famine and found far- 
reaching fame after his inventions brought 
electricity to his village in Malawi. More 
recently a university student in Hartford, 
Connecticut, William's story is well-written 
and gives insights into the courage and 
ingenuity of this young man. The book is 
available online from Amazon.com for 
$10.19 or Mission Resource Center (800- 
305-9857) for $14.99. Additional sources 
for securing Reading Program Books 
include: 

The local library- if a book is unavail¬ 
able, an interlibrary loan might be possible 
QlDistrict and Conference UMW events 


The Reading Program catalog for 2012 
has been redesigned. You should also 
know there are now five (5) categories 
from which to read and report. 

The requirements now are: 

Plan I--5 books per year 
Plan II—10 books per year 
Plan III—15 books per year 
Plan IV— 20 books per year 

The various categories are also now 
color coded: 

• Education for Mission is Yellow 

• Social Action is Green 

• Nurturing for Community is 
Purple/Lavender 


• Spiritual Growth is Orange 

• Leadership Development is Pink 

Reading the books of the 2008-2012 
Reading Program is one way to follow our 
UMW Purpose and to expand our concepts 
of mission. Read, read, and read! 

Janell Pease Ducrest 
Conference Secretary of Program 
Resources 

j ducrest@gmail.com 
(337) 504-4480 (home phone and 
answering machine) 

304 Ella Street 
Lafayette, LA 70506-4128 


Greetings from the Mission Coordinators 


Spiritual Growth: “A Call to Pray and Self-denial” 


As we look forward to the New Year, 
it’s time to plan for our 2012 A Call to 
Pray and Self-denial observance. For 
many years, United Methodist Women 
have supported missions throughout the 
world. In 2012, we will continue this 
ministry through our offering that sup¬ 
ports the institutions and centers that will 
help women, children and youth. Give 
generously in your offering and support 
the mission program and institutions 
related to the United Methodist Women 
and the United Methodist General Board 
of Global Ministry. 

Resources such as the offering envel¬ 
op, pray cards and promotional posters 
can be obtained from the Mission 


Resource Center. 

Contact Information: 

Mission Resource Center 
1221 Profit Drive 
Dallas, TX 75247-3919 
Order toll-free and leam of specials 
offered, including other sources for the 
visually impaired by calling (800) 305- 
9857, or fax anytime at (214) 690-0079. 
A planned program can be found in the 
2011-2012 annual program book for 
United Methodist Women Walk with 
Wholeness. Your gift will make some¬ 
one’s life easier. 

Juanita Legard 

Spiritual Grown Coordinator 


Education and Interpretation 


Calling all E&I’s.... 

This is going to be a great and busy 
year. Let me remind you of two exciting 
items you should be working on. The 
first item is our "Most Unique" contest— 
specifically, the most unique mission 
project and the most unique mission 
money raising projects. Each local church 
who wishes to enter should secure entry 
forms from your District E & I 
Coordinator. Each District Executive 
Board will select a winner in each catego¬ 
ry to vie at the Conference level. Your 
entry must be returned to your District 
Coordinator by May 1, 2012. The win¬ 
ners will be selected and sent to me by 
June 1 so I can send the entries to the 
Conference Board members for review 
and selection. Winners will be 
announced at the School of Mission, and 
there will be cash awards to be used for 
your mission project. A follow-up report 
will be published so all these "unique" 
ideas can be shared with all units in the 


conference. 

The second item is the making of our 
banner to be presented at the Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial Meeting June 22-24, 2012. 
Our banner will feature pictures from 
each District representing the theme 
"Women Responding to God's Love and 
Grace". Send photos of your unit in 
action to your District Coordinator by 
April 1. She will choose three photos to 
represent your district and forward them 
to me by April 15 for portrayal on the 
banner. 

Don't forget to include donations to 
the Estelle Dameron Scholarship Fund 
and the Dorthea Brown Youth 
Scholarship Fund in your unit budget this 
year. It's so important. AND DON'T 
FORGET TO COME TO SCHOOL OF 
MISSION THIS YEAR!! 

Wishing you God's love every day! 

Myma Freeman 

Conference E & I Coordinator 


Executive Committee Meeting, February 4 

The Executive and Program Committee meetings will rotate around the districts 
rather than all being held at the Wesley Center. The already scheduled dates for 
the meetings will not change. Only the places for the meetings will change. 

The first Executive Committee Meeting will be held February 4, 2012 
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Place: New Orleans District (exact location TBA) 


Membership, Nurture and Outreach 


Dear UMW Sisters, 

Having just returned from the 
Leadership Training Event in St. Louis, I 
am excited about serving you this year! 
The training event was well planned, effi¬ 
ciently organized and most informative. 

There were training sessions for my 
office of MNO, along with workshops to 
choose from. I had the opportunity to visit 
with our Conference officers who also 
attended. 

Goals I have in mind for our 
Conference include plans for membership, 
nurture and outreach for our women and 
children. Each item plays a key role in 
“Nurtuing the Future”. I will contact each 
of our District MNO leaders as soon as I 


receive additional information on the new 
forms to be used. They are to be sent to 
me from the Women’s Division very short¬ 
ly. In the meantime, as Ms. Ethel Lilly sug¬ 
gested, use your old forms for reporting. 

January 22 has been designated as 
United Methodist Women Sunday. Don’t 
forget to take snapshots of your activity 
and forward them to your District MNO so 
that she may begin preparing a UMW 
Sunday scrapbook. Also, membership 
count for 2010 will be due very soon. 

Love and prayers, 

Ouida Smith 

Membership, Nurture and Outreach 


Executive Committee for 2012 


Elected Officers 

Name 

Email 

President 

Barbara Ferguson 

bfergu 

son@researchonreforms.org 

Vice-President 

Judy Willis 

judywwillis@hotmail.com 

Secretary 

Joyce Thibodeaux 

spiderlily246@aol.com 

Treasurer 

Brenda Marks 

bmarks@tulane.edu 

Spiritual Growth 
Education & 

Juanita Lagard 

(No email) 

Interpretation 

Membership, 

Myma Freeman 

dwightmyma@bellsouth. net 

Nurture & Outreach 

Ouida Smith 

ouismi@aol.com 

Social Action 

Laura Salguero 

sa Igue ro@ be 1 Isouth. net 

Secretary of 

Program Resources 

Janell Ducrest 

jducrest@gmail.com 

Communications Coordinator 



Anita Hansberry 

ahansb@bellsouth.net 

Committee on Nominations, Chair 



Carrie Roy 

cca rrie roy@ be llsouth. net 

Appointed Positions: 



Standing Rules and Guidelines 



Margaret Washington 

mfwashil @ be llsouth. net 

Historian 

Sallie Uhl 

palsaluhl@hotmail.com 

Elected District Presidents 


Acadiana 

Margery Manuel 

lafaye tte rose lady@ya hoo. com 

Alexandria 

Debbie Hancock 

dbh71301 @yahoo.com 

Baton Rouge 

Gloria Lester 

G loruth7@ya hoo. com 

Lake Charles 

Sammie Jo Perkins 

perkinsfamily@suddenlink.com 

Monroe 

Jane Ellett 

je llett@ bayou, com 

New Orleans 

Karen Crouch 

Kcrouch7 3@ya hoo. com 

Shreveport 

Loretta Haskins 

bandchig@suddenlink. net 








6 


Louisiana Conference 


NSW! 


Special UMW Section 


JANUARY 13, 2012 


Recent publication on history of St. Mark Center in New Orleans, La. 


BY DR. ELLEN BLUE AND JOYCE THIBODEAUX 

Many of us, and 
women in particular, do 
not take time out from 
our Christian service to 
reflect on the historical 
significance of what we 
have accomplished. We 
may focus on how much 
need there is in the 
world, rather than how 
our work has benefited 
our communities, and 
society as a whole. Dr. Ellen Blue decided 
to research and write about one of our 
Louisiana Conference churches, and one of 
our National Mission institutions, as an 
example of how we as United Methodists 
are impacting local communities and chal¬ 
lenging social conventions, as we go into 
the world to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. She is a Louisiana native who 
received her Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from the University of Louisiana in 
Monroe. She went on to receive a Master of 
Divinity degree from Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist University, 
and a Ph. D. from Tulane University in 


New Orleans. She is currently an Associate 
Professor of the History of Christianity and 
United Methodist studies at Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Okla. Dr. 
Blue submitted the following article about 
her new book: 

St. Mark’s and the Social Gospel: 
Methodist Women and Civil Rights in New 
Orleans, 1895-1965 was just released by the 
University of Tennessee Press. I began it 12 
years ago as a doctoral student at Tulane 
looking for a term paper topic. Dr. Sarah 
Kreutziger suggested St. Mark’s 
Community Center. 

Back then, I had no clue about the work 
the UMW and its predecessor organizations 
did in the late 19th and 20th centuries. I dis¬ 
covered that deaconesses served coura¬ 
geously in troubled urban settings, through 
ministries that dedicated laywomen estab¬ 
lished and funded. At St. Mark’s, they ran a 
health clinic that provided first-come first- 
served treatment for people of all races, a 
radical action for white Southern women in 
the 1920s and 30s. They addressed the 
needs of immigrants from twenty-five 
nations, ministered to tenement dwellers 
that worked in dreadful conditions in facto¬ 
ries and cotton mills, and agitated for social 


action like the creation of child labor laws. 
Louisiana women did hands-on volunteer 
work that changed the city of New Orleans. 
The deaconesses were professionally 
trained, and as spiritual mothers of the St. 
Mark’s congregation, they led the support 
for its pastor, Andy Foreman, who broke the 
white boycott at William Frantz Elementary 
during the 1960 school desegregation crisis 
by taking his daughter to school. 

I certainly had no idea how hard it 
would be to research churchwomen’s histo¬ 
ry and how little of it had been documented. 
Fm not sure why I didn’t give up - it would 
have been the sensible thing to do. Instead, 

I traveled to eight states to do research and 
interviewed scores of people along the way, 
putting material from various archives 
together with bits of information gleaned 
from old scrapbooks and out of a shoebox 
of memorabilia kept on a closet shelf. 

All along, the St. Mark’s story has con¬ 
tinued to fascinate me. One hundred years 
ago, these women were Rethinking Church 
and engaged in innovative, successful 
Ministry with the Poor. We have much to 
leam from what they did and how they did 
it. I hope their story will inspire United 
Methodists today, just as it has inspired me. 


St Mask's 

LIU fpp 

Social EJosmel 



Ellen Blue 

Ellen’s book is available at 


www. utpress. org/stmarks 



Dr. Ellen Blue 
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CONFERENCE UMW AWARD DEADLINES: 

(Please send info/reports to your District Officers): 

Membership, Nurture, Outreach: 

• UMW Sunday- ASAP after your event. Include pictures, copies of 
programs, summary articles, etc. 

• Counting Membership Reports. Please continue your counting 
process. We are expecting word from Women’s Division regarding 
how to proceed in submitting results. 

Social Action 

• June Ist-Charter for Racial Justice project completion. 

Program Resources 

• August 15th -Reading Program reports due 

SCM Scholarship Awards 

• June 1st -Estelle Dameron Scholarship (Adult) & Youth applica¬ 
tions due 

For report forms for all of the above or others, contact District 
Officers or download from the UMW website: www.la- 
umc.org/laity/umwomen 


Newsletter Publication Information 

This newsletter insert is published four times a year in the Louisiana Now! 

Upcoming due dates for articles/news are: 

May Newsletter...Due March 26th August Newsletter...Due July 9th 

November Newsletter-Due Oct. 8th January Newsletter- Due Nov. 30th 

All UMW articles and news stories are welcomed. E-mail transmission allows best 
transmission for publishing. Photos must be sent separately (preferably by e-mail) 
and need to be in jpeg format. Reminders: Our May issue is mainly dedicated to our 
annual School of Mission and our August issue features our Annual Meeting and 
DELT Events. 

Send all articles to: 

Anita H. Hansberry 

E-Mail Address: ahansb@bellsouth.net 
Phone: (225) 766-3336 (home) 
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Scholarship opportunities for college-bound United Methodist students 


Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship 

for Centenary and Dillard students 

Contact: Carolyn Dove, Board of Laity Scholarship Chairperson 
102 Turner Lane, Many, LA 71449 
(318) 590-2989; catdove@hughes.net 
Deadline: March 1 

Harold and Patricia Babin Scholarship Endowment Fund 

for those pursuing a United Methodist Christian vocation or enrolling in a United 
Methodist-related and accredited college or seminary 

This scholarship was established in honor of Harold and Patricia Babin who 
served the Lord faithfully as leaders at St. Francisville United Methodist Church. 
To be eligible for consideration, applicants must pursue a United Methodist 
Christian vocation or enroll in a United Methodist-related and accredited college 
or seminary; and have at least a cumulative 2.5 grade point average in a four- 
point system (or equivalent). Scholarship awards will be paid at the start of the 
fall semester and made payable to the school attended. 

Obtain application form from the church office at (225) 635-3763 or 
email stfrumc@bellsouth.net 

Submit application to: St. Francisville UMC Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 2908, St. Francisville, LA 70775 or 
Drop by church office, 9866 Royal Street, St. Francisville 
Deadline: May 1 

Beverly Bond Memorial Scholarship 

for those interested in Christian Vocation in The United Methodist Church 
Contact: Jefferson United Methodist Church 

10328 Jefferson Highway, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
(225) 293-4440; staff@jeffersononline.org 
Deadline: May 1 

Shreveport District United Methodist Scholarship 

for Centenary students 

The Shreveport District of the United Methodist church provides a scholarship to 
help supplement the financial needs of worthy students. The District awards a 
scholarship on an academic year basis.. Any Centenary College of Louisiana 
student is eligible to apply, but preference is given to clergy dependents and 
active members of churches in the Louisiana Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. The scholarship assists students from a multitude of back¬ 
grounds working toward various higher education degrees. High school students 
are encouraged to apply if they will be students at Centenary College of 
Louisiana in the fall term. 

For applications: Shreveport District Office, (318) 869-5729 or 

Financial Aid office of Centenary College, (318) 869-5137 
Deadline: ? 

Louisiana Service Loan Program 

for seminary students 

To qualify for the Service Loan Program, recipients must comply with the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry procedure to become a certified candi¬ 
date for ordained ministry within The United Methodist Church, and be commis¬ 
sioned Elder or Deacon by age 62. 

For information: Rev. John Edd Harper, candidacy registrar 
(225) 346-1646; johneddharper@la-um c.org 
For information: Trade Wharton 

8337 Jefferson Highway, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
(225) 346-1535 or (800) 256-9317; twharton@umf.org 

Financial Aid and Admissions Information from 
Louisiana's United Methodist 
Related Institutions 

Centenary College 
2911 Centenary Boulevard 
Shreveport, LA 71104 

(318) 869-5131; (800) 234-4448; www.Centenary.edu; 
admissions@centenary.edu 

Dillard University 
2601 Gentilly Blvd. 

New Orleans, LA 70122 

(504) 816-4677; (800) 216-8094; www.Dillard.edu; financial_aid@dillard.edu 


Scholarships Available from the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

Fall 2012 scholarship applications will open January 4, 2012 at this web page: 
www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication 
Web Site - http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 
Contact: General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry 
Office Of Loans And Scholarships 
P.O. Box 340007, Nashville TN 37203-0007 
Deadline: March 1 

Scholarship Name-Who may apply?-and website or contact information: 

Efhn/c--Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander or Black Undergraduate 
Students 

Helen and Allen Brown Scholarship-- any active member of the UMC for at least three 
years and who is currently a member of a UMC in the New Orleans District in the 
Louisiana Conference or the Nashville District of the Tennessee Conference;must be 
recommended by their pastor, possess a 3.0 average or above, and be able to demon¬ 
strate financial need; must be a citizen/permanent resident of the United States 
Richard S. Smith Scholarship~Ethri\c students-- 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople//grants/grants.htm 
David W. Self Scholarship-Ethnic students-- 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople/grants/grants.htm 

The Stoody-West Fe//owsh/p--Communications Scholarship for Ethnic Minority 

Students--http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=44&mid=10270 

Leonard M. Perryman Scholarship-Communications Scholarship for Ethnic Minority 

Students--http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=44&mid=10270 

Judy Weidman Racial Ethnic Minority Fellowship- Communications Scholarship for 

Ethnic Minority Students--http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=1&mid=6891 

Gift of Hope-students at any accredited college who have shown leadership within the 

United Methodist Church 

Ernest I. & Eurice Miller Bass Scholarship-students who are active, full members of the 
UMC at least one year prior to application; enrolled full-time in an accredited institution; 
working on an undergraduate degree; a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 

Priscilla R. Morton Scholarship-students who are active, full members of the UMC at 
least one year prior to application; enrolled in an accredited institution working toward a 
degree; citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 

Edith M. Allen Scholarship-enroWed at a United Methodist college or college; have a 
B+ average; be an active full member of the UMC for at least three years; be recog¬ 
nized as one whose academic and vocational contributions will help improve the quality 
of life for others 

If a student does not qualify for any of the above scholarships, request a 
General Application by writing, phoning or emailing: 

•General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry 
Office Of Loans And Scholarships 
P.O. Box 340007 
Nashville, TN 37203-0007 
Web Site: http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 
Telephone: Loans and Scholarship Department, (615) 340-7344 
Email: Scholarships - umscholar@gbhem.org; Loans - umloans@gbhem.org 

•The Division on Ministries with Young People 
P.O. Box 340003 
Nashville, TN 37203-0003 
(877) 279-6087, extension 7079 

Helpful Resource: 

Handbook of United Methodist-related Schools, Colleges, 
Universities and Theological Schools 

The Handbook is a 300-page book providing two pages of information about each of 
United Methodism's 123 institutions, a chart indicating major areas of study, information 
about United Methodist loan and scholarship programs, and information about how to 
select a college. The handbook can be ordered through Cokesbury at (800) 672-1789 
or through the website at www.cokesbury.com 

For more information, contact: 

The Office of Loans and Scholarships 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
The United Methodist Church 
P. O. Box 340007 
Nashville,TN 37203-0007 
Web site www.gbhem.org 

Loan Department: (615) 340-7346, umloans@gbhem.org 
Scholarship Department: (615) 340-7344, umscholar@gbhem.org 
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United Methodist websites provide helpful information on loans and scholarships for students 

www.La-UMC.org - Louisiana Annual Conference Official Web Address 
www.la-umc.org/youth- Louisiana Annual Conference Youth Web Address 
www.UMC.org - Official Website of The United Methodist Church 

www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ - Help in finding youth ministry resources or undergrad scholarships 

www.gbhem.org - The United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and Ministry is the agency for educational, institutional, & ministerial leadership 
www.gbhem.org/bcf/default.asp - The Black College Fund 

www.ileadyouth.com - Helping youth become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus Christ. You will find resources to work with the youth in your congregation 
www.Cokesbury.com - Cokesbury is the retail division of The United Methodist Publishing House & offers Books & Bibles, Sermon Resources, Sunday School Curriculum 

Other opportunities for scholarships and financial assistance can be found here: 

Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance--P.O. Box 91202, Baton Rouge, LA 70821; (800) 259-5626 Ext. 1012; http://www.osfa.state.la.us/ 
fastweb-lnformation on local scholarships, national scholarships and college-specific scholarships; http://www.fastweb.com/ 

U.S. Department of Education FREE Application for Federal Student Aid-http ://www.fafsa. ed.gov/ 

Elks Local and National Scholarships--http://www. elks.org/enf/scholars/ourscholarships.cfm 

National Future Farmers of America Cente--http://www.fastweb.cohttps://www.ffa.org/Programs/GrantsAndScholarships/Scholarships/Pages/default.aspx# 

Youth Writing Contest & More- Guideposts, 16 F- 34th St., New York, NY 10016; http://www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 
National Honor Society-http://www.nhs.us/ScholarshipsandAwards.aspx 
About College-http://www.collegesavings.org/ 

The 2012 United Methodist Dollars for Scholars application is now online. UMHEF will provide a $1,000 matching scholarship to 475 eligible applicants (including 25 scholar¬ 
ships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and Native-American [HANA] students funded by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry). Candidates must be enrolled or 
planning to enroll as a full-time student, fall 2012, in a United Methodist-related college, university, or seminary and be an active member of The UMC for at least one year. 
Doctoral candidates are not eligible. A check for $1,000 payable to UMHEF from the sponsoring church (no personal checks) must be mailed along with the fully completed 
application form between January 1 and March 1 (or June 1 for students planning to enroll in a two-year college only). Double Your Dollars for Scholars Students attending 
United Methodist-related institutions not participating in the Triple Your Dollars component of the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars program will receive a total award of 
$2,000. These schools are listed as Double Your Dollars participants. Triple Your Dollars for Scholars Students attending United Methodist-related institutions will receive 
$1,000 in matching funds from the school for a total award of $3,000. These schools are listed as Triple Your Dollars participants. Recipients should contact their institution’s 
financial aid office for specific information about how their matching award will be granted. For more information, visit The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation at 
http://www. umhef. org/receive.php 


Georgia Harkness 
Scholarship Program 

Available for women over 35 who have 
received a bachelor of arts or 
equivalent degree, are enrolled full 
time in a University Senate accredited 
school of theology in the master of 
divinity program, and who are cur¬ 
rently certified as candidates for 
ordained ministry as an elder in The 
United Methodist Church. 

This program offers 10 scholarships at 
$5,000 each to be awarded each 
year by the first of June. The deadline 
for the applications is March 1st. 
Applications and more information 
about the program can be found at 
GBHEM's Clergywomen's website at 
http://www.gbhem.org/site/cJsKSL3PO 
LvF/b.3876391/k.2F17/Georgia_Harkn 
ess_Scholarship_Award.htm. 


Nominations for 
Denman Award 

The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
now accepting nominations for The Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy, 
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recognizes a person 
whose life and ministry exemplifies the 
teaching of Christ and the Great 
Commission. 

To learn more about the award or to 
download nomination forms visit our web¬ 
site at www.evangelize.org or call Rhonda 
Whitley at (225) 346-1646. 

Nominations must be received at the 
La. Conference Office, Attn. Glennell 
Cottrill, 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70802, no later than March 1, 2012. 



PRIORITIES 


Personal Finance from a Spiritual Perspective 
A new electronic publication from your United Methodist Foundation 


Managing personal finances in a God¬ 
honoring way should be a priority in the 
life of every Christian. There are more 
verses in the Bible about our relationship 
with material wealth than there are about 
hope, love and prayer combined. 
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The free quarterly publication is a 
compilation of articles on personal finance 
topics such as: 

• building wealth 

• budgeting 

• retirement planning 

• debt reduction 

• generosity and more 

Subscribe today! 

Call or go to www.umf.org and 
click on “Contact Us” to sign up. 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 


























Enjoy this special 
edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 
featuring 
Dillard University 
in New Orleans, La. 
a United Methodist 
institution 
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Dillard Choir 


Over the holiday season, the young 
men and women of the Dillard University 
Concert Choir capitalized on the opportu¬ 
nity of a lifetime when they traveled from 
New Orleans to Washington, D.C. and 
performed at the White House. 

Dillard’s ensemble was among the 
select few university choirs invited to 
perform at the White House in December. 
On the morning of Dec. 7, they per¬ 
formed for two hours in the building’s 
East Wing for guests touring the building 
and viewing its holiday decorations. 

The choir, dressed in matching tuxe¬ 
dos and black dresses, performed an 
inspired selection of Christmas classics 
and contemporary holiday tunes. 

"I am truly blessed to be the choir 
director for such wonderful young people 
who are passionate about cultivating their 
voices and their performances,” said S. 
Carver Davenport, who has directed 
Dillard University’s choir for over 35 
years. Assistant Choir Director Monique 
Weaver-Sigmon and pianist Lucian 
Zidaru accompanied Davenport and 30 
members of the choir on the trip to the 
nation’s capital. 

On the evening before their White 
House performance, Dillard University 
hosted a reception for the choir and D.C. 
area alumni in the Georgetown Room of 
the Dupont Circle Hotel. The choir per¬ 
formed holiday selections and met former 
denizens of Dillard - many of who 
helped make the choir’s D.C. trip possi¬ 
ble through generous donations. 

The White House performance capped 
a successful winter season for the Dillard 
Choir. Just two days before they flew to 
D.C., they performed “A Child Is Bom,” 
Dillard’s 75th annual holiday concert. 

The free show, held in Lawless Chapel 
on the Dillard campus, was a standing- 
room-only affair for the whole communi¬ 
ty. At the show, the choir sang alongside 
a full band and orchestra, as well as 
Grammy-nominated recording artist 
Ledisi. 

This spring the choir will host its 
annual Spring Concert on Sunday, April 1 
at 4 p.m. Then the choir will embark on 
its yearly concert tour of the U.S. 

But for 30 lucky choir members, the 
2011-2012 year may be best remembered 
for a special trip to the District of 
Columbia. 

Dillard junior Kayla Blain hoped to 
impress President Obama if given the 
chance. "We would love for him to hear 


performs at the White House 


Top, despite stormy weather, spirits were high for Nancy McGee, left, Jasmine 
Weathersby and Choir Director S. Carver Davenport during the choir’s trip to 
the White House last month. Above, the gentlemen of the Dillard University 
Concert Choir gather in front of the White House. 


and see the precious jewels we have in 
this choir,” she said. 

And while the choir was not given the 
chance to meet Obama or the first family 
in person, they were still grateful for the 
opportunity to perform at the president’s 


house. 

”We want to say thank you [to 
President Obama] for setting an example 
for us,” said choir member Michael 
Kelley, “especially as African-American 
males.” 
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A letter from the Executive Vice President of Dillard University 


To the Louisiana 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church, 

Dillard University 
has long shared a 
special relationship 
with the United 
Methodist Church 
and its Louisiana 
Conference. Over the 
years, our venerable institutions have sup¬ 
ported one another and grown together. 
That support was never more evident than 
in Dillard’s greatest time of need: 
Hurricane Katrina. 


In the wake of the storm, Dillard lost 
more than $400 million to physical dam¬ 
age and business interruption. The cam¬ 
pus sat submerged in eight feet of flood- 
water. Over 35 buildings sustained dam¬ 
age, and our students were spread far and 
wide, forced to enroll in more than 200 
colleges across the country. 

One of the very first organizations to 
step up and offer support - moral, spiritu¬ 
al and financial - was the Louisiana 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. We will be forever grateful for 
the kindness and generosity you showed 
to Dillard in its darkest hour. Your support 
enabled us to right the ship, bring our stu¬ 


dents home, and continue giving the qual¬ 
ity education that has defined Dillard 
University for over 140 years. 

We’ve come a long way since Katrina. 
In 2011, Dr. Walter Kimbrough, the son 
of an esteemed Methodist minister, agreed 
to serve as Dillard’s next president. His 
tenure promises to be one of great change 
and renewal. Washington Monthly ranked 
us among the top 25 liberal arts colleges 
in the country, and U.S. News & World 
Report ranked us among the nation’s top 
10 HBCUs. These are but a few of 
Dillard’s recent accomplishments; you 
can read about many more in the pages of 
this publication. 


The Louisiana Conference’s annual 
contributions to Dillard and to the Black 
College Fund of the United Methodist 
Church continue to be a critical invest¬ 
ment that positively impacts the lives of 
our students. To the Louisiana Conference 
and the entire United Methodist Church 
community: Thank you for your contin¬ 
ued support of Dillard University. May 
you and your families have a happy, 
healthy and blessed 2012. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Walter L. Strong 

Executive Vice President 



Walter L. Strong 


On-Campus Admissions Activities for Sprina 2012 

ACT PreD WorkshoofTest Strateaies) 

Saturday, January 28, 2012 

10:00 a.m. -11:15 a.m. 

DUICEF 115 

High School Sophomores, 

Juniors and Seniors 

ACT PreD WorkshoDfPractice Test) 

Saturday, March 3, 2012 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

DUICEF 115 

High School Juniors and 

Seniors 

Audition Dav / Sorina Ooen House 

Saturday, March 24, 2012 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

PSB (Various Rooms) 

Prospective Students 
(Admitted Student Focus) 

Transfer Student Open House 

Thursday, April 12, 2012 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

PSB 136 /138 

Prospective Transfer Students 

ACT PreD Workshoof Practice Test) 

Saturday, May 12, 2012 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

DUICEF 115 

High School Juniors and 

Seniors 

Campus Tours 

Monday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (except 
official university closings) 

Rosenwald Hall 110 

Prospective Students 




Valedictorian Jasmi Sky Brown poses with award-winning journalist and CNN 
correspondent Soledad O’Brien, who gave the commencement address and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate of humane letters at Commencement 2011 in 
May. 
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Academic Program 

Degrees: 

Bachelor of Arts 
Bachelor of Science 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Colleges: 

General Studies 
Arts and Sciences 
Professional Studies 
Business 

Academic Majors: 20 

2011/2012 Rankings 

U.S. News & World Report: 

No. 9 among all HBCUs 
Washington Monthly: 

No. 25 among all liberal arts colleges 


Students and Faculty 

Enrollment: 1,249 
Full-Time Faculty: 82 
Doctorate Degrees: 68% 

Endowed Professorships: 19 
Student/Faculty Ratio: 12:1 

Costs 

Tuition: $13,650/year 
Campus Housing (Average): 

$8,868/year 

Student Life 

Mascot: Bleu Devil 
Intercollegiate Athletics: Men and 
Women's Basketball, Cross Country, 
and Track & Field; Women's Volleyball 
Active Organizations: 29 
Greek Chapters: 6 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Providing a Vision for Dillard Students 


Reverend Gail Bowman and VisionQuest Assistant Director Joshua Lazard help students answer big questions 


Self-reflection, introspection and con¬ 
templation are lofty undertakings for every¬ 
one. But some Dillard University students 
are taking the time to ask big questions - 
like “what gives our lives meaning?” - 
with the help of two special programs: the 
Leadership Institute and VisionQuest. 

Under the guidance of Rev. Gail 
Bowman and Assistant Director Joshua 
Lazard, a group of Dillard students have 
joined the Leadership Institute and 
VisionQuest to develop more skills that 
will help them reach their goals. 

Consisting of seven hours of intense 
study, the Leadership Institute is held in the 
social room in Lawless Chapel on two 
evenings each week. Students share ideas, 
perspectives and conversation and take 
time to reflect on their journeys in life. 

“It’s a scene,” says Bowman, who creat¬ 
ed the program a decade ago to address the 
concept of leadership on campus. 

After reading an engaging article in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education about stu¬ 
dent leadership programs, Bowman took 
initiative and spoke to school administra¬ 
tors about what a leadership program might 
look like on Dillard’s campus. She took 
steps to ensure she had all the knowledge 
and techniques necessary to create a suc¬ 
cessful program by reading leadership liter¬ 
ature, visiting other universities with simi¬ 
lar programs, and writing down ideas that 


would fit Dillard students. Gleaning infor¬ 
mation from gurus such as Stephen R. 
Covey, Sharon Daloz Parks and Tavis 
Smiley, Bowman crafted a series of mod¬ 
ules that encourages students to ask them¬ 
selves important questions and support 
their dreams. 

“We play, woo, lecture and interact with 
our students so that they feel welcome and 
safe to speak,” says Bowman. “We treat 
them like adults, but visit with their inner 
child.” 

Though it may seem childish, playing 
and creating with clay or paint or pipe 
cleaners is an important element in the pro¬ 
gram. There’s a method to her madness and 
Bowman sees the results she’s after. 
“There’s an ‘aha! ’ moment where you see 
the light bulb turn on,” says Bowman, who 
advocates for opportunities to creatively 
explore one’s self. The Leadership Institute 
works hard at providing as many mediums 
as possible to do such exploration. 

Though the program is not overtly reli¬ 
gious, questions of morality, ethics and 
spirituality are addressed. Many of these 
questions are shared via true-life stories, 
which, Bowman says, “really resonates” 
with students. 

What’s more important is the sense of 
empowerment that students walk away 
with. “It’s not an abstract concept,” says 
Bowman. She adds that the Leadership 


Institute assesses well, with students able to 
use the tools they have just acquired. 

Many students take the skills they gar¬ 
ner from the Leadership Institute and 
VisionQuest and use them in their personal 
and professional lives, as Assistant Director 
Joshua Lazard has. A Dillard alumnus and 
former VisionQuest member, Lazard says 
the program was instrumental in shaping 
his journey and bringing him back to the 
New Orleans campus. 

“If it weren’t for VisionQuest, I would¬ 
n’t be here today,” he says. Lazard fondly 
remembers trips to divinity schools around 
the country with VisionQuest while he was 
a business major at Dillard. Those trips 
helped him decide to pursue seminary and 
focus on helping others. 

Bridget Sisney, a junior biology major at 
Dillard, joined the Leadership Institute in 
order to meet the requirements for a couple 
of other extracurricular activities, including 
class council and the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority. But she soon found there were 
other benefits to joining both the 
Leadership Institute and VisionQuest. 

“I had to collaborate and learn to work 
with people I might not otherwise cross 
paths with,” says Sisney, who plans to 
attend medical school. “I had to discover 
my strengths and learn how best to use 
them”. 

VisionQuest has choral and dance com¬ 


ponents, which allow students to explore 
stories and challenges through the arts. The 
VisionQuest Chorale, VisionQuest 
Liturgical Dancers and Mime Ministry give 
at least one performance each semester. 

Sisney joined the liturgical dancers, an 
experience she says is also very rewarding. 
Beyond using her gift of dance, Sisney 
likes the idea of reaching people spiritually 
as well. 

“I saw the liturgical dance group during 
my visit to Dillard as a prospective student 
and it had an effect on me,” she says. 

With the support of the Lilly 
Endowment, VisionQuest is able to host 
different programs throughout the year 
including their “Sunday Nite Live” and 
“Message in the Middle.” The next 
“Message in the Middle” service is sched¬ 
uled for Feb. 29. Students, faculty and staff 
are invited to a special service in Lawless 
Chapel in the middle of the day, in the mid¬ 
dle of the week. 

The Leadership Institute is open to all 
Dillard students and has become a require¬ 
ment for future dormitory RAs and class 
council candidates. For more information 
on the Leadership Institute and 
VisionQuest, contact Rev. Gail Bowman at 
(504) 816-4791 orgbowman@dillard.edu, 
or Joshua Lazard at (504) 816-4555 or 
j lazard@dillard.edu. 




Joshua Lazard, VisionQuest assistant director, is a Dillard alumnus and former 
VisionQuest member. VisionQuest liturgical dancers perform on campus, left. 
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Opportunities for community service infuse Dillard’s curriculum 



In the fall, Dillard’s Class of 2015 completed Community Emergency Response 
Training, a hands-on course that teaches individuals how to provide immediate 
services in their communities during a disaster until professionals can arrive on 
the scene. Sierra Spears, ‘12, pictured on the cover, is the 2012 recipient of the 
MLK Week for Peace Outstanding Community Service Award. 


Never doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful committed citizens can change 
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that 
ever has. 

— Margaret Mead 

Changing the world may seem like a tall 
order, but Dillard University students are 
working to bring change to local residents 
and organizations through community serv¬ 
ice efforts. Giving back to the community 
is as much of a part of student life at 
Dillard as sports, lectures and labs. 

Although community service has been a 
large part of the Dillard experience for over 
60 years, official recognition of these 
efforts has come more recently. In 2010, 
the Corporation for National and 
Community Service recognized Dillard 
University for its work with the homeless 
and disenfranchised communities in New 
Orleans. Over 850 schools applied to the 
2010 President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll for recog¬ 
nition; Dillard not only received the award, 
but also boasted the most community serv¬ 
ice hours in the state of Louisiana. 

“Our students generally finish with 
almost three times the number of required 
hours,” says Dawn Williams, director of 
the Center for Career and Professional 
Development, and interim assistant vice 
president of student affairs. 

Since Hurricane Katrina, Dillard stu¬ 
dents - both out-of-towners and native 
New Orleanians - have shown an incredi¬ 
ble urge to help rebuild the city. 


Community service provides them with an 
opportunity to get involved. Dillard stu¬ 
dents routinely volunteer with mental 
health and human services agencies, local 
schools, neighborhood organizations, shel¬ 
ters and food banks. 

"My parents instilled in me the impor¬ 
tance of giving back," said Sierra Spears, a 
senior political science major at Dillard. 
"They taught me that others will be more 
willing to help you, if you are there to help 
others. It’s the circle of giving." 

On Jan. 21, Spears co-lead the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service, which saw 
Dillard students joining their peers from 
other New Orleans schools to engage in a 
series of service projects throughout the 
city. The event is part of the annual MLK 
Week for Peace, which celebrates the life 
and work of Dr. King and his vision of 
social justice. This year, Spears received 
the MLK Week for Peace Outstanding 
Community Service Award. 

"I hope everyone understands that com¬ 
munity service can be fun,” said Spears. 
“We can have a good time and make a dif¬ 
ference at the same time." 

Dillard University students are required 
to complete 120 hours of community serv¬ 
ice before graduation, and at least 60 of 
those hours must entail service-learning 
specific to their major field of study. 
Dillard University’s Center for the First- 
Year Experience (CFYE) integrates service 
into the curriculum through the first-year 
seminar course, a general education 


requirement for all students. 

For eight straight years, the CFYE has 
facilitated first-year students’ participation 
in national Make a Difference Day. And 
during the spring semester, the CFYE 
guides students through a semester-long 
planning process so they can execute a 
service-learning project on Global Youth 
Service Day in April. This year, Dillard’s 
Class of 2014 led numerous projects, 
including raising awareness of domestic 
violence, feeding the homeless, and plan¬ 


ning clothing and food drives to benefit the 
needy. Students also spoke to high school 
students about attending college and taught 
elementary and middle school students 
how to live healthier, more active lifestyles. 

“I am incredibly impressed by the com¬ 
passion and creativity our students pos¬ 
sess,” said Dr. Henrietta Harris, director of 
the Center for the First-Year Experience. 
“They are using the skills acquired in their 
coursework to impact the problems facing 
the world around them.” 


Dillard awarded $25 million grant for Minority Health Research 



Dillard University Interim President Dr. James Lyons, right, with Dr. John Ruffin, 
director of the NIH’s National Center for Minority Health and Health Disparities. 


Dillard University recently announced 
that it has been awarded a $25 million 
endowment grant from the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) to expand its 
health disparities research initiatives. The 
grant, which will be disbursed over a five- 
year period, was announced by Dr. John 
Ruffin, director of the National Institute on 
Minority Health and Health Disparities of 


the NIH. 

“What’s so exciting about this award is 
that it not only strengthens and advances 
current research activity, but it will also 
facilitate the hiring of additional stellar 
research faculty, including an endowed 
chair and a number of endowed research 
professors,” said Dr. Phyllis Worthy 
Dawkins, Dillard’s provost and senior vice 


president for academic affairs, who served 
as one of the grant’s principal investigators. 
“All of this dramatically advances under¬ 
graduate research by enabling us to recruit, 
support and mentor additional students in 
health disparities and related research.” 

In 2010 and 2011, Dillard was also 
awarded $6.5 million and $5.6 million 
grants from the NIH to fund a Minority 
Health and Health Disparities Research 
Center in conjunction with the Louisiana 
State University Health Sciences Center. 
The center has already spearheaded a num¬ 
ber of exciting projects, including research 
that examines the genetics behind prostate 
cancer in African American men; research 
that studies the lack of health education in 
minority communities, and how it relates to 
the contraction of human papillomavirus 
and cervical cancer; and research that 
probes the causes and treatments of asthma 
and obesity in young African American 
women. 

Dillard students, too, have many oppor¬ 
tunities to conduct research in the burgeon¬ 
ing field of minority health disparities. 
Members of Dillard’s Summer Scholars 
Program have committed 24 weeks over 
the next three years to health disparities 
research in LSU laboratories. 

Multiple cohorts of New Orleans nurses 
have completed a clinical research associ¬ 
ates training program through the Minority 
Health and Health Disparities Research 
Center. These nurses are in turn advancing 
minority health research by combating neg¬ 


ative perceptions of clinical trials in minor¬ 
ity communities. 

Dillard’s Minority Health and Health 
Disparities Research Center also maintains 
a community focus. Faculty from Dillard 
and LSU met with community organiza¬ 
tions and citizens more than 20 times over 
the past year to develop a Strategic Plan for 
Community Wellness for the Lower Ninth 
Ward, a predominantly African American 
community that has been slow to recover in 
the years since Hurricane Katrina. The 
wellness plan contains recommendations 
regarding education and schools, recre¬ 
ation, economic development and jobs, 
housing, the environment, medical care, 
and community infrastructure. 
Representatives from the community have 
pledged to help make these recommenda¬ 
tions a reality by promoting wellness and 
partnering with non-profits and government 
agencies. 

The $25 million NIH endowment 
announced in October, the biggest grant in 
school history, will enable Dillard’s 
Minority Health and Health Disparities 
Research Center to capitalize on the poten¬ 
tial that it showed over the past two years 
and also to explore exciting new avenues 
of the minority health field. In the short 
term, it’s Dillard students who stand to 
benefit most, by conducting important, 
graduate-level research. In the long-term, it 
may be the New Orleans community - and 
beyond - that reaps the benefits of 
improved health and wellness. 



















JANUARY 27, 2012 


Louisiana Conference i MOW! Special Dillard University Edition 


5 


New President Walter Kimbrough has deep ties to the United Methodist Church 


When Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough takes 
office as the seventh president of Dillard 
University on July 1, 2012, it won’t be his 
first time stepping onto a United Methodist 
campus - far from it. At Philander Smith 
College in Little Rock, Ark., where he has 
served as president since 2004, Kimbrough 
works in the very same building as the 
bishop of the church’s Arkansas Annual 
Conference. Having worked closely with 
the UMC for the past seven years, 
Kimbrough understands the benefits that a 
religious affiliation can have on a campus 
community. 

“The added dimension is you really 
have a space for serious discussions about 
faith development for students,” 
Kimbrough said. “You don’t have those 
same kind of opportunities for public insti¬ 
tutions. So when you’re a religious institu¬ 
tion, especially one that’s affiliated with a 
particular denomination, it really helps you 
prepare well-rounded individuals - what I 
like to call a whole individual - and not 
just someone who graduates from college 
with a degree.” 

Kimbrough’s experience with the UMC 
precedes his career in higher education; in 
fact, it dates back to his childhood. His 
father, Walter L. Kimbrough, served as a 
Methodist minister for decades. Walter L. 
preached at two Atlanta megachurches 
whose congregations swelled to over 7,000 


members during his tenure. 

“I grew up in an environment where I 
really understood how the United 
Methodist Church works,” said 
Kimbrough. “It’s all I knew.” 

In the next phase of his career, 
Kimbrough will be tasked with further 
developing the relationship between Dillard 
University and the UMC. 

“Dillard’s going to be unique because 
there’s also the relationship with the 
(United) Church of Christ, so it’s like a two¬ 
pronged approach,” he said. “I think there 
are opportunities with both of them to have 
closer relationships and find ways where 
students can engage in the programs and the 
projects of those two denominations.” 

Kimbrough’s refreshing approach to 
spirituality on a college campus will come 
as no surprise to those familiar with his 
body of work. He has earned a reputation 
as a well-rounded, forward-thinking univer¬ 
sity administrator, and at just 44 years of 
age, he is a rising star in the world of high¬ 
er education. Kimbrough, who earned a 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Georgia and a doctorate from Georgia State 
University, served in administrative capaci¬ 
ties at Albany State University, Old 
Dominion University and Emory 
University before taking on the presidency 
at Philander Smith. He is an expert on fra¬ 
ternities and sororities, especially those of 


minority students; his book Black Greek 
101: The Culture, Customs and Challenges 
of Black Fraternities and Sororities is in its 
10th printing. 

Dillard students: get ready for some¬ 
thing completely different. 

“I guarantee they’ve never seen any¬ 
body operate like I do. I operate so differ¬ 
ently from most of my peers. I’m from a 
different generation,” said Kimbrough, 
whose embrace of social media has gar¬ 
nered rave reviews and media attention. 

His Twitter feed, @HipHopPrez, is the 
most followed among all HBCU presi¬ 
dents. 

“I have a five-year-old and a three-year- 
old, so [students] are going to get used to 
seeing these little kids running around with 
the president,” he said. “It’s just a different 
experience. But it works. It’s worked here 
[at Philander Smith]. We’ve been very suc¬ 
cessful. And I have to be true to who I am.” 

The arrival of Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough 
signals the beginning of an exciting new 
era for Dillard University and its students. 
Dillard’s future president has big plans. 

“Everybody knows Dillard’s a really 
good institution,” said Kimbrough. “But 
there are some things we haven’t done. 

How do we tap our full potential? How do 
we have much more of a national pres¬ 
ence? That’s going to be exciting for me to 
figure out.” 



Dr. Walter M. Kimbrough 


Dillard participates with the Melton Foundation: A Global Learning Community 


What do some Dillard University stu¬ 
dents have in common with students from 
Chile, China, India and Germany? They are 
all Melton fellows, whose goals are to con¬ 
ference and communicate on ideas and 
issues of global consequence. 

Dillard University is the only U.S. rep¬ 
resentative of the Melton Foundation, an 
organization that unites students from five 
different universities across the globe to 
facilitate intercultural dialogue, leadership 
development and global education. It’s a 


distinction greatly appreciated by Dr. Lana 
Chambliss, a Dillard professor and the 
campus coordinator for the Melton 
Foundation. 

“As individuals, we can do something to 
bring about positive change, and that is part 
of Melton’s mission,” said Chambliss. 

Each year, the Melton fellows meet and 
work together on projects that may include 
teaching geography, history or linguistics to 
citizens of other countries. The Melton 
Foundation held its 2011 symposium in 


Temuco, Chile from Sept. 27 to Oct. 2. The 
theme was “Identity,” and the week was 
spent exploring different facets of self- 
identity as well as group identity. 

“The experience was truly great,” said 
Candace Banks, Dillard’s lead Melton fel¬ 
low. “As a black American I was able to 
share a perspective and history of America 
that is not always seen or heard about in 
other countries,” she adds. 

Banks and her cohorts presented infor¬ 
mation about American culture, attended a 


TED seminar (short for technology, enter¬ 
tainment and design) and worked with 
other fellows to create a photo journal of 
art from across all five Melton countries. It 
was an experience Banks will never forget. 

“It was great to learn more about other 
cultures and in the process learn more 
about myself. This was my first sympo¬ 
sium, and I left Chile with more friends 
and a better understanding of global citi¬ 
zenship,” she said. 



Students from Germany, India, China, Chile and Dillard University gather together 
for the annual Melton Symposium. Recent Dillard graduate Cedric Blair teaches 
geography to students in Ju County, China as part of his Melton Foundation 
experience. 
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Dillard’s new 55,000 square foot Student Union ‘open for business’ 



Dillard University’s new Student Union 
and Health & Wellness Center is open for 
business. The $15 million, 55,000 square- 
foot facility houses a variety of exciting 
facilities that enhance students’ college 
experiences. 

A 60-seat movie theater and a bowling 
alley highlight the building’s recreational 
offerings. A fitness center features exercise 
machines, an aerobics studio, and a jog¬ 
ging track that encircles the third floor. 
Weight training, dance fitness, and tae 
kwon do are just some of the classes being 
hosted in the Student Union, where the 
Student Government Association keeps its 
offices. 

The final element of the facility is a 
community health clinic, which is current¬ 
ly in development. The clinic will serve 
both Dillard students and residents of the 
neighboring Gentilly community, which 
has experienced a shortage of quality 
healthcare in the years since Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Prospective students: we invite you to 
come and tour our beautiful new building! 





www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 


2012 Tax Seminars 


Advanced registration is required. 
$60 all day (2 sessions) 

$45 halfday (1 session) 

For more information or to register, 
go to our website. 

Register by February 8 
and save $15! 


UNI I'LD METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- x$ 'ittiMfrw -- 

M ^hcr L -hprt| Hill Sliilk') C. ■■|P£ ll^Cllli" 


A seminar that every pastor and church finance 
manager should attend! Amy Hume, a CPA with 
more than 20 years of experience, will discuss: 

• Simplified answers to tax issues specific 
to clergy 

• “How-to” methods for clergy preparing 
income tax returns 

• Basic church finance and accounting 

• Recent developments in tax code that 
pertain to clergy and churches 

• Procedures related to the financial 
management of churches and related 
ministries such as preschools. 


Income Taxes for Clergy 

and 

Financial & Legal Issues for 
Churches 


Offered twice: 

February 15 - FUMC, Baton Rouge 
February 16 - Trinity UMC, Ruston 
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Admission: Your Avenue of Opportunity 


An interview with Dr. Alecia Cyprian, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management 


For 142 years, Dillard 
University has been com¬ 
mitted to providing stu¬ 
dents with a quality, four- 
year, liberal arts education. 

Dillard University contin¬ 
ues to grow its student 
body. The fall 2011 semes¬ 
ter saw Dillard with an 
overall enrollment of 
1,249, including 469 new 
students. Dillard is located 
in the cornerstone of New 
Orleans’s Gentilly commu¬ 
nity and sits on a beautiful 
and serene 5 5-acre cam¬ 
pus. Students from 29 
states and 10 foreign coun¬ 
tries call it home. We work 
closely with our chaplain, Rev. Gail 
Bowman, to maintain relationships with 
Methodist congregations and to attend col¬ 
lege fairs and programs sponsored by 
Methodist churches. 

What are some of the goals of the 
Office of Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming this year? 


Dillard University’s 
strategic intent is to 
increase student enrollment 
incrementally over the next 
several years. Restoring 
Dillard’s enrollment and 
enhancing retention will 
enable the university to 
reach its full potential. We 
will continue to focus 
recruitment efforts on our 
current targeted markets 
with special attention to 
building our applicant pool 
in our Louisiana market. 
Our goal is to continue to 
build a strong freshman 
class and prepare graduates 
for professional studies and 
the global workplace. 

Who on campus is leading this effort? 

Within the Office of Recruitment, 
Admissions and Programming, there are 10 
staff persons dedicated to leading the 
recruitment efforts. We are also pleased to 
welcome a new director of Recruitment, 


Admissions and Programming that will 
guide the staff in meeting our recruitment 
goals. 

Is there any special financial support 
available for Methodist students? 

Dillard University cherishes, highlights, 
lifts up and celebrates its historic and con¬ 
tinuing covenantal relationship with the 
United Methodist Church. Dillard 
University is especially pleased to welcome 
the matriculation of the sons and daughters 
of ministers of the United Methodist 
Church. Their presence serves to strengthen 
the ties between the United Methodist 
Church and Dillard. Hence, we enthusiasti¬ 
cally encourage their collegiate experience 
at Dillard. 

Dillard University awards scholarships 
to the sons and daughters of ministers of 
the United Methodist Church. Students 
may be eligible to receive additional insti¬ 
tutional scholarships. We encourage all stu¬ 
dents to apply for federal financial aid, 
which consists of grants, loans and work 
assistance. 


Is there anything that church members 
can do to assist Dillard University? 

One of the main goals of the Office of 
Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming is to continue to strengthen 
our relationship with United Methodist 
Churches in Louisiana. We welcome the 
opportunity to visit churches during special 
programming for youth so we can share 
information about educational opportunities 
at Dillard University. We also host On-Site 
Admission and Summer Send-Off pro¬ 
grams in collaboration with Alumni 
Relations and welcome the opportunity to 
utilize churches to host the programs. For 
any church that hosts an On-Site 
Admission program, the $30 application 
fee will be waived. We also encourage 
churches to refer students to the Office of 
Recruitment, Admissions and 
Programming. To receive more information 
about Dillard University, or to apply, email 
admissions@dillard.edu or call (800) 216- 
6637. 



Dr. Alecia Cyprian 


Meet the Dillard Admission Staff 


Anthony Austin: New Director of 
Recruitment, Admissions and Programming 


Talia Pennington: 
Senior Admissions Counselor 


Anthony Austin is a double graduate of the 
University of New Orleans, holding a bachelor’s 
of science in economics and a master’s of sci¬ 
ence in higher education. He is currently pursu¬ 
ing a doctoral degree in higher education admin¬ 
istration. He is passionate about college admis¬ 
sions and assisting students and families with 
their college choice. Austin has over 13 years of 
admissions experience from having worked at a 
mid-size, highly selective university and a mid¬ 
size public institution. He is particularly excited 
about joining the Dillard University community. 
Vast opportunities await prospective Dillard stu¬ 
dents - academically, socially and professionally. 
Thus, his goal as a new director will be to 
increase student enrollment, enhance awareness 
of Dillard University, and strengthen relation¬ 
ships with Dillard alumni who are eager to assist 
in our recruitment and admissions efforts. 


plLLARD 


UNIVERSITY 




Anthony Austin 


Talia Pennington, a 2004 Dillard graduate, 
received an award for serving on the local advi¬ 
sory committee for the 2011 National 
Association for College Admission Counselors 
(NACAC) conference. Founded in 1937, this 
event draws over 3,000 college admission pro¬ 
fessionals, college enrollment managers, and 
high school administrators from around the 
country and some international territories. 

Participants attend workshops that focus on edu¬ 
cational policy, student engagement, retention, 
recruitment, technology, and other topics central 
to the admission industry. The New Orleans 
advisory committee was proud of its second 
hosting since NACAC’s founding. 

A native of Chicago, Pennington majored in 
criminal justice and sociology at Dillard. She 
earned a master’s in journalism from Roosevelt 
University in 2006. She is passionate about work¬ 
ing with people. As an individual development manager for a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion in Chicago, she worked effectively with a diverse client base, providing men¬ 
toring and advocacy for employed clients. Pennington also worked as a junior high 
writing teacher with the Chicago Public Schools. Now, she serves her alma mater 
as the senior admissions counselor. Before relocating to New Orleans, Ms. 
Pennington served as president of the Dillard University Alumni Association of 
Chicago, and as the second vice president of the Inter-Alumni Council of the 
United Negro College Fund. In her spare time she can be found volunteering for 
the Second Harvest Food Bank. She also enjoys reading and vacationing with her 
best friends. 
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Your Avenue of Opportunity 
Starts at Dillard 


Celebrating 0 Years of Nursing 


In 1942, when Albert Dent and Rita Miller created 
the first accredited nursing program in the state of 
Louisiana, their goal was simple: to provide an education 
that would develop better people and better nurses. 

Since then, the Dillard University School of Nursing has 
graduated thousands of students.Today’s program offers 
celebrated faculty and six nursing laboratories with 
patient simulators that exhibit a wide range of human 


behaviors.The School of Nursing is housed in the new 
Professional Schools and Sciences Building, a beautiful 
and modern facility in which to learn and grow. 

Louisiana has the highest concentration of nursing 
jobs in the country, and one of the highest numbers of 
licensed practical and vocational nurses. Become part 
of a proud legacy. Apply to Dillard University’s School 
of Nursing today! 


Experience Dillard University 


20 major fields of study, including pre-law, pre-med and pre-dental 
LEED-gold certified Professional Schools and Sciences Building 
New Student Union with a movie theater; bowling alley and fitness center 
Minority Health and Health Disparities Research Center funded by the NIH 
Significant scholarship support and financial aid 

Top 10 among Historically Black Colleges & Universities (U.S. News & World Report) 
Top 25 among Liberal Arts Colleges (Washington Monthly) 


For more information, contact the Office of Recruitment, Admissions and Programming: 

(800) 216-6637 or (504) 816-4670 

admissions@dillard.edu 

2601 Gentilly Boulevard, New Orleans, LA 70122 
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Skeeter Run slated for nine locations statewide on April 21 


Excitement is building for the Louisiana 
Skeeter Run which consists of nine 5K and 
Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, April 21, 
2012 benefitting Imagine No Malaria , our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. A 
microsite has been established at 


www.changetheworldla.org for event regis¬ 
tration. 

Cost is $25, but runners can register for 
an Early Bird fee of $20 if they register 
before April 7. Runners under the age of 18 
register for $12 with an Early Bird fee of 
$ 10 . 


The event is entitled Louisiana Skeeter 
Run: Change the World. The race logo 
incorporates a whimsical mosquito, helping 
participants to connect the idea of these 
insects found frequently in our state with 

See Skeeter Run, page 3 


Open Air Ministry 



Rev. Lusinda Warren, right, helps distribute lunches to homeless residents of downtown Baton Rouge. Rev. Warren, associate 
pastor at Broadmoor United Methodist Church, works alongside volunteers from several other area United Methodist churches 
as well as congregations representing other denominations. Known as Open Air Ministry, the ecumenical initiative sponsored by 
the local YMCA provides meals, clothing, household items and other assistance to the homeless and working poor in Baton 
Rouge. Distributions are held Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in an unused parking lot in the downtown area of the city. 
Rev. Joseph Moore, coordinator, stands left (cap, glasses, brown shirt). 

United Methodists assist with program for homeless 


United Methodist churches in Baton 
Rouge come together on a weekly basis 
to serve red beans and rice or sandwiches 
to hundreds of homeless residents in the 
city’s downtown area. 

Volunteers from these churches serve 
as the “hands and feet” for Open Air 
Ministry, an ecumenical initiative spear¬ 
headed by the local YMCA and run by 
members of area churches and missions. 
The ministry is dedicated to meeting the 
basic needs of the homeless and the 


working poor. 

“It’s rewarding to know that giving 
someone a meal or an article of clothing 
can make their day better. We distribute 
hygiene bags so they can take showers or 
brush their teeth. Even if we are only 
meeting basic needs, by reaching out, we 
show them Christ’s love,” said Frieda 
Montgomery, a member of Broadmoor 
United Methodist Church. 

Food and clothing distributions are 
held every Monday, Wednesday and 


Friday in an unused parking lot in down¬ 
town Baton Rouge. 

On Sundays, Rev. Joseph Moore, liai¬ 
son with the YMCA, preaches a service 
to go along with the meal. “The service 
provides opportunities for me to pray 
individually with people, or just to lend a 
sympathetic ear,” he said. 

Pastor Moore recalled the early days 
of the program, which was initiated by 
the YMCA nearly 11 years ago. “They 

See Open Air, page 5 
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Claiming Our Call as Laity 

Rendle teams with Hutchinson for retreat 


The Rev. Dr. Gil Rendle, 
noted author, United Methodist 
minister and church transforma¬ 
tion specialist is the guest of the 
Conference Laity retreat, 
“Claiming Our Call as Laity.” 
The retreat will be held at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth on 
the evening of Friday, March 16 
and the morning and early after¬ 
noon of Saturday, March 17. Dr. 
Rendle joins Bishop Hutchinson 
in a training event designed to 
guide local church leaders in 
their discovery of their church’s 
mission field as part of United 
Methodism’s quest to regain the 
momentum of the Wesleyan 
Movement. Dr. Rendle has been 
called the “Moses” of our 
denomination’s journey into 
renewal because of his training, 
scholarship and inspired leader¬ 
ship. The Louisiana Conference 
is extremely fortunate to have 
this much sought-after speaker 
as retreat co-leader. 

The retreat begins at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, March 16 -reg¬ 
istration at 4:30 pm— and con¬ 
cludes at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 17. The cost of the retreat 
is $35 per person which includes 
three meals and all snacks. 
Lodging is provided on a first 
come, first served basis at the 
Wesley Center with overflow 
rates offered at nearby motels. 
Please register by calling Judy 
at (318) 449-4500 or online at 
info@thewesleycenter.com. 
Deadline is March 14. Bethany 
United Methodist Church in the 
New Orleans District is offering 
bus transportation to and from 
New Orleans at a cost of $50 
each. Please call Patricia Gaines 
at (504) 606-5439 to sign up. 

Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson will open the retreat 
with a welcome to the partici¬ 
pants and will close the event 
with a Town Hall meeting on 
Saturday. Lay delegates to the 
last Annual Conference 
answered pre-mailed inquiries 
about concerns and hopes for 
our Church. Answers generally 


included percep¬ 
tion of great 
challenges in 
our continued 
decline in mem¬ 
bership and 
aging facilities, 
seeming lack of 
meaningful pur¬ 
pose, poor lead¬ 
ership, anemic evangelism, and 
inadequate understanding of the 
structure and policy of the 
United Methodist Church. There 
was great understanding of the 
current strain on our beloved 
denomination and an urgency to 
seek answers in our work 
together. It was also apparent 
that many do not understand the 
function and role of the 
Conference Board of Laity 
(CBOL) and other Conference 
agencies in this task of creating 
vital congregations geared for 
mission. Our prayer is that the 
Town Hall meeting in the con¬ 
text of the retreat will address 
many of these challenges and 
offer ways to work together for 
successful aide and outreach. 

Dr. Rendle will lead three ses¬ 
sions bracketed by worship serv¬ 
ices (one led by youth), great 
singing, and fellowship. Earl 
Taylor and Peggy Nations are 
the music leaders. There will be 
a surprise gift from our Bishop 
and the Cabinet and Dr. 

Rendle’s latest book, Back to 
Zero and others, will be offered 
for sale. 

Your CBOL team encourages 
ALL local church leaders to join 
the march of Christians eager to 
make a difference in the 
Kingdom. Come, learn, act. Our 
church is depending on YOU!!! 

Sarah S. Kreutziger 

Conference Lay Leader 



Older adult workshops set for March 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers 
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville. 

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of 
the Center on Aging and Older Adult 
Ministries for the General Board of 
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre¬ 
senter during the event. 

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m. 


Early Bird registration is $25 (before 
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.) 
Lunch is included. Register online at 
http://events.SignUp4.net/CreativeMinistrie 
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to 
Louisiana Conference Office, Attention: 
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks 
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference, 
UMC.” 


-3:30 p.m. 

Hamilton to teach at Conference 


The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference 
will be held June 3-6, 2012 in the Gold 
Dome at Centenary College in Shreveport, 
La. This year’s theme is Developing 
Christian Leaders. 

Highlights of the Conference include: 

•Guest teacher Rev. Adam Hamilton, 
founding pastor of the United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas. The United Methodist Church of 
the Resurrection has grown from four peo¬ 
ple in 1990 to more than 16,000 adult 
members with an average weekly worship 
attendance of more than 8,600 in 2011. The 
church was listed as the most influential 
mainline church in America in a 2005 sur¬ 
vey of American pastors. Rev. Hamilton 


will teach Sunday, June 3 at 7:45 p.m. and 
Monday, June 4 at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 
a.m. 

•The Conference will celebrate 12 years 
of ministry with Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader. 

•The Ordination and Commissioning 
Service will be held the evening of 
Tuesday, June 5 at First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

•Our Memorial and Communion 
Service will be held on Monday, June 4 at 
7 p.m. in the Gold Dome. 

To view highlights of the 2011 
Louisiana Annual Conference, visit the 
updated Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org 


Nominations for Denman Award due 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
now accepting nominations for The Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy, 
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recognizes a person 
whose life and ministry exemplifies the 
teaching of Christ and the Great 
Commission. To learn more about the 


award or to download nomination forms 
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or 
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646. 
Nominations must be received at the La. 
Conference Office, Attn. Glennell Cottrill, 
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
no later than March 1, 2012. 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Kenneth Chapman December 18, 2011 
Gladys Brown December 25, 2011 
Dr. Myrtle Smith January 26, 2012 


Louisiana ConferenceJ/^Wf 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Skeeter Run, from page i 

the dangerous role they play in the spread 
of malaria. 

The Conference Global Health Initiative 
Task Force announced that nine locations 
throughout the state have been confirmed 
as race sites. Every local church is needed 
to promote the run within the church com¬ 
munity and to friends and family. 

If you are interested in serving on one 


of these planning committees please con¬ 
tact the race director in your area: 

Alexandria, Denise Crick, (318) 446- 
0482, denisecrick@yahoo.com 

Baton Rouge, Judd Hammond, rjham- 
mdl@gmail.com 

Hammond, Debi Petrolia, (985) 345- 
2196, dpetrolia@fumc-hammond.org 
Shreveport, Chuck Christensen, 
chuck@gracehappens.org, (318) 865-2070 
Lafayette, Kim Biggerstaff, big- 


gcamp@lusficer.net 

New Orleans, Max Zehner, 
mzehner@tulane.edu (Districts Rep) 
Ruston, Amy Stegall, (318) 251-0750, 
amys@trinityruston.org 
Sulpher, Carrie Kinnaird, 
ckinnaird@ppg.com 

Thibodaux, Rev. Donnie Wilkinson 
(District Rep), revdonnie@gmail.com 
Awards will be given to the first male 
and female finishers in the overall, and to 


first, second and third place, male and 
female finishers in a number of age groups. 

For all race sites, the day of race regis¬ 
tration begins at 6:30 a.m., the 1 mile 
begins at 7:30 a.m. and the 5K at 8 a.m. 

For the Louisiana Skeeter Run , there is 
a task for every size church, such as volun¬ 
teering for the day of the event or signing 
up participants in the run. For information 
email bettybackstrom@la-umc.org. 


Evangelism and Professions of Faith Convocation slated March 19-20 


The Louisiana Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry is sponsoring an 
Evangelism and Professions of Faith 
Convocation on March 19-20 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

The event is designed for all clergy and 
certified lay professionals. 

The convocation offers an opportunity 
for those persons to earn a portion of their 
continuing education requirements. This 
CE event encourages pastors and certified 
lay professionals to develop their skills in 
an important area of their ministry. 

“All of us have participated in the self- 
identification of our churches, and should 
be aware of the metrics that are being used 
to determine the effectiveness of the work 
of the church. One of the most important 

Discerners Academy 

The Discerners Academy, slated for 
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, is a conference offering for 
college students and second career persons 
asking about seminary, as well as just 
beginning to listen to God's call in their 
lives. 

There will be small groups where they 
can ask questions and be led in discussions 
about discernment. Along the way, they 
will hear clergy persons telling of their 
journeys of discernment and how they 
began to respond to God's call. They will 


tasks of the church is to reach people who 
have never professed faith in Christ. Our 
Bishop and other church leaders have 
emphasized the importance of professions 
of faith to the Church. This convocation 
will share some thoughts and ideas that 
will assist you in developing your ministry 
around the mission of the church-’Make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma¬ 
tion of the world’. It is our hope that this 
event can make us more effective in that 
mission,” wrote Rev. Irvin J. Boudreaux, 
continuing education chair. 

Guest leadership for the convocation 
will be Dr. Jim Jackson and Rev. Amy 
Mercer. 

Rev. Jackson has been the senior pastor 
at Chapelwood United Methodist Church 


hear about different clergy options such as 
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and full-time 
Local Pastor. 

“The Discerners Academy allows per¬ 
sons college-age and above to journey 
together as they seek to connect their call 
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole 
Cotton Winn. 

Participants in the academy will: 

-Ask Questions 

-Experience what a seminary class 
might be like 

-Explore more deeply the process of dis- 


since 1994. Prior to arriving in Houston, 
he served churches in Ashbum, Georgia, 
Columbus, Georgia and Lubbock, Texas. 
During his tenure at Chapelwood, it has 
grown to be one of the flagship churches in 
United Methodism. 

Rev. Mercer is an ordained deacon in 
full connection. She answered her call to 
full time ministry after being an oilfield 
geologist for 10 years. She served on staff 
at two mission-minded churches in 
Louisiana. Before moving to El Paso, 

Texas and Western Hills UMC in July 
2009, she was the Director of Operations 
for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery Ministry (2006-2009) 
dealing with the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike. 


cemment 

-Meet others on the journey 

Present during the weekend are Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as well as a 
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder 
and a local pastor. Representatives from 
various seminaries will also be present. 

Participants will gather at The Wesley 
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at 
noon. 

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30) 

(Includes double occupancy room and 
all meals) 


Other offerings of the convocation 
include: 

•Times of worship in contemporary and 
liturgical styles 

•Times of Centering Prayer 
•Panel discussion by pastors of churches 
with different fields of mission 

•Fellowship with colleagues in ministry 
1.5 CEU’s will be available for partici¬ 
pating in this event. You must read the 
material in the reading packet before 
attending the convocation in order to get 
the CEU credit. 

Download the brochure and registration 
form for this event at www.la-umc.org. 

For more information, contact Rev. 
Boudreaux at (225) 315-7587 or email 
ijb@minister.com. 


Send the following information and 
your check made payable to “Louisiana 
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527 
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802: 
Name, Address, and phone number(s) 
Email address 
Age 

Local church 

Name you want on your nametag 
Roommate preference 
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot- 
tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg, 
lindagregg@la-umc.org 


slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth 
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First UMC, Covington feeds underserved with Operation Happy New Year 



Five years ago, the members of First 
United Methodist Church in Covington 
began to take a closer look at how their 
church was engaged with its surrounding 
community. 

“We realized that we had ‘disconnected’ 
from the community in which we live. 
Although our church was functioning, we 
seemed to be engaged only with our¬ 
selves,” said Ronnie Berg, a member of 
First UMC. 

The church began to look for ways to 
serve the community, and the members 
also tried to identify its strengths. “The 
scripture in Matthew 25:35 seemed to be 
our starting point. Feeding the hungry and 
the needy in our community was certainly 
the goal of most churches in 
Covington. Thanksgiving dinners were pre¬ 
pared and Christmas Day meals were deliv¬ 
ered by the thousands,” said Berg. 

But when it came to New Year’s Day, it 
seemed that very little was being done for 
the hungry and the needy of the communi¬ 


ty. “We saw this as our opportunity, so we 
contacted the Food Bank and started to 
plan,” he added. 

As a result, Operation Happy New Year 
was “bom.” Every year, church members 
and community volunteers prepare tradi¬ 
tional New Year’s dinners and deliver them 
to the Food Bank of Covington. Those who 
have preregistered pick up their meals from 
the Food Bank on New Year’s Day. 

“Last year, with the economy as it is, we 
prepared over 500 meals,” said Berg, coor¬ 
dinator of Operation Happy New Year. 
“This year, the event took place on 
Monday, Jan. 2, and not on Jan. 1, which 
was a Sunday. Since our facility and volun¬ 
teers were dedicated to Sunday School and 
worship services, we began meal prepara¬ 
tion on Sunday evening and delivered 
meals the next day.” 

Those meals were delivered through the 
Covington Food Bank to Newell United 
Methodist Church in Mandeville and to 
three area Baptist churches, all located in 



Members of First United Methodist Church in Covington sponsor Operation Happy New 
Year, a ministry which provides hundred of meals to those in need. Instead of providing 
a community meal at Thanksgiving or Christmas, the congregation decided to hold their 
annual event on New Year’s Day. 


disadvantaged areas on the Northshore. 

A total of 60 meals were delivered to 
Fairhaven, a children’s shelter in the 
Folsom area. 

Back at First UMC, church members 
also fed the children and supervisors of the 
United Methodist Children’s Home of 
Greater New Orleans, with the kids enjoy¬ 
ing a theater-style luncheon while viewing 
a movie. “Each youth received a gift cer¬ 
tificate donated by a national dmgstore 
chain,” said Berg. 

The Covington Police Department has 
served as a valuable partner since the 
inception of Operation Happy New Year. 
Interim Police Chief Captain Jack West, 
interim police chief, delivered 30 meals to 
needy persons in high-crime areas. “They 
welcomed him with open arms. And the 
chief said it gave him a rare opportunity to 
speak with residents, face to face, in a non¬ 
threatening setting,” said Berg. 

Project organizers believe that the meal 
is an effective way to interact with the 


neediest people in the Covington area. 

“The purpose of Operation Happy New 
Year is to respond to Matthew 25:36, to 
identify the least of these in our communi¬ 
ty. Over the last five years, we have devel¬ 
oped a successful formula,” said Berg. 

This year, 45 of the prepared meals 
were never picked up. During meal distri¬ 
bution, a funeral was being held at Newell 
UMC. All that the family had to serve after 
the service was peanut butter sandwiches. 
“So we blessed them with the 45 beautiful 
meals and God opened another door for 
service to His people that morning,” said 
Berg. 

“Operation Happy New Year has helped 
our church identify more mission fields 
than we could have ever imagined. 
Working in these mission fields has ener¬ 
gized our entire congregation,” he added. 


“Everyday Excellence” 

A seminar in cultummaking with 

ANDY CROUCH 
March 23-24, 2012 

Kilpatrick Auditorium in the Smith Building 
Centenary College of Louisiana 

SCHEDULE 

Friday (6pm-9pm) • Saturday (9am-12pm) 

$75 registration 

For more information and registration y 

centenary.edu/clc/crouch 

or call 8.869.51 12 




Andy is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling, 
winner of Christianity Todays 2009 Book Award for Christianity and 
Culture. In 2011 he became special assistant to the president at 
Christianity Today International, where he has served as executive 
producer of the documentaries Where Faith and Culture Meet and 
Round Trip, and as editorial director of the Christian Vision Project. 
He serves on the governing boards of Fuller Theological Seminary and 
Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization focused on ending child 
exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & Culture, a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Missions IJM Institute, and a member of the Board of Advisors 
for the John Templeton Foundation. 
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Open Air, from page 1 

handed out clothing, coffee and doughnuts 
to the poor. It has evolved to providing 
folks with meals, needed appliances for 
their homes, and connecting them with 
state and local agencies that can provide 
them with services.” 

Harold Choate, a member of St. 
Andrew’s UMC, has been volunteering 
with Open Air Ministry for three years. 
“This program has become an established 
ministry for our church. Members take the 
fourth Sunday of every month to help set 
up for the service and to cook the meal. 
Children and youth from St. Andrew’s 
assemble manna bags to distribute to the 
homeless. We collect used bicycles that can 
be repaired for those who need basic trans¬ 
portation. We started a ‘Change for 
Change’ fund which supports Open Air 
Ministry,” he explained. 

Volunteers from Broadmoor, St. 


Andrew’s and Camphor Memorial UMCs 
join members of Presbyterian, Baptist and 
non-denominational congregations every 
fifth Sunday for what is known as 
“Jubilee” Sunday. 

“The churches come together for the 
service, a meal and some kind of celebra¬ 
tion,” said Rev. Lusinda Warren, an associ¬ 
ate pastor for Broadmoor UMC. “We sit 
next to folks, have conversation with them, 
and pray with them.” 

On a typical weekday, Open Air 
Ministry serves up to 350 people, while the 
Sunday service and meal draws an average 
of 200-250 people. 

Montgomery recalls that Broadmoor 
UMC’s involvement with the ministry 
began when her Sunday school class real¬ 
ized they wanted a local outreach opportu¬ 
nity. “Now, there are over 50 people at the 
church that actively prepare food, go 
downtown to serve meals and collect 
clothing and needed items.” 


Youth delegates feel call to ministry 



Chris Follins and Katy Delia, members of the Conference Committee on Youth 
Ministries, served as two of 20 youth delegates to the 2011 La. Annual Conference in 
Shreveport. Both have received a call to ministry, reinforced after Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson’s delivered his sermon during the Ordination Service. 


For six of the 20 youth delegates to the 
2011 Louisiana United Methodist Annual 
Conference held in Shreveport, the highlight 
of the event was sensing a call to ministry. 
“It was something I never anticipated,” 


said Jodie Harper, conference director of 
Youth Ministries, who served as adult leader 
of the youth delegation during the June con¬ 
ference. 

The “electric” moment happened during 



Mike Grace, Frieda Montgomery and Harold Choate , top left, set up for an Open Air 
Ministry meal distribution in downtown Baton Rouge. Grace and Choate are members 
of St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church and Montgomery is a member of Broadmoor 
UMC. Hornless residents of the city gather, above, just before meal are passed out and 
articles of clothing are distributed, top. 

during Louisiana Annual Conference 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson’s sermon 
delivered during the June 6 Ordination 
Service held at First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

“It was an extremely powerful sermon,” 
said Harper. “After the service, the youth 
delegates gathered together in the church 
sanctuary. One of the boys, Travis Burch, 
had tears in his eyes.” 

Travis shared with Harper and the group 
that “something had happened” to him dur¬ 
ing the service. 

While talking, some of the other dele¬ 
gates started crying. One of them was Katy 
Delia. 

“Before coming to annual conference, I 
already felt the call to ministry. But Bishop 
Hutchinson’s sermon helped affirm my deci¬ 
sion to pursue that path in my life,” said 
Delia, a junior in high school from Lake 
Charles, La. 

The idea of becoming an ordained elder 
never seemed possible for Katie, who as a 
young child, was raised in the Baptist and 
Assembly of God traditions. “I thought, T 
can’t be a pastor.’ Being a woman in the pul¬ 
pit was not modeled for me,” she said. 

But Rev. Karl Klaus, Katie’s pastor at St. 
Luke Simpson UMC in Lake Charles, saw 
something special about this poised and 
deeply spiritual young woman. “He encour¬ 


aged me toward this decision. I’ve been 
speaking to my pastors about declaring can¬ 
didacy since I was 14 years old.” 

Katy and the other five youth delegates 
who felt the call after Bishop Hutchinson’s 
sermon were invited to share conversation 
and pizza with the Bishop during lunch on 
the last day of the 2011 annual conference. 

“It was heartwarming to see how mean¬ 
ingful it was for the kids. They were so 
touched that Bishop Hutchinson would take 
time out of his busy schedule to meet with 
them, answer questions, and encourage 
them. The youth knew it was special,” said 
Harper. 

Christopher Follins, a junior from Bunkie 
High School, said, “When the Bishop gave 
his sermon, and starting talking about how 
people Tweet today to share a message, it hit 
me. God gave me a voice, and He wants me 
to use it through ordained ministry.” 

Follins, an outgoing and high-energy 
teen, believes he can “connect with any¬ 
body.” “I love to be around people. I don’t 
care who you are ... I don’t judge others,” 
he added. 

Chris admits that he first thought that his 
love of leadership and people might be lead¬ 
ing him to a career in politics or law. “But I 

See Call to Ministry, page 8 
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Conference offering free nationwide online 


service in the area of worship 


The Louisiana Conference, through the 
Conference Board of Discipleship and the 
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer¬ 
ing a FREE online service in the area of 
worship. This nationwide service is direct¬ 
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as 
consultant to our Conference Worship 
Committee for the 2011 Annual 
Conference session. She has been invited 
back to assist with the 2012 Conference 
session, as well. Dr. McFee is a nationally 
known worship leader who coordinated 
worship at the 2008 General Conference 
session, and who will guide worship at the 
General Conference session in 2012. 

Through Worship Design Studio, local 
churches will get worship planning help for 
every season of the liturgical year. Dr. 
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of 
interviews with nationally-known preach¬ 
ers, music directors and visual artists in 
advance of each liturgical season. They 
will talk about the upcoming season and 
brainstorm various thematic ideas to help 
get your worship team jump-started in their 


planning. Marcia 
will post ideas and 
materials with the 
PODcast. The 
year-long subscrip¬ 
tion also includes a 
60-page Worship 
Design Notebook 
to guide you step- 
by-step through the 
process. 

Another free 
service through the 
Studio includes 
short video learn¬ 
ing sessions posted 
by Marcia on top¬ 
ics related to wor¬ 
ship design and 
leadership that you 
can use to start 
great discussions 
with your worship team. 

The cost of this opportunity would nor¬ 
mally be $350 per year for each congrega¬ 


worship design studio 



tion. The Louisiana Conference is provid¬ 
ing this to you at no charge for the coming 
year. 


To register, please email the Conference 
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An 
access code and directions for entering the 
system will be sent to you. 

Rev. Juliet Spencer, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, highly endorsed the program 
saying, “We think it’s fabulous. Most 
unique is Marcia’s approach to team wor¬ 
ship planning. I had tried various formats 
myself, but they paled in comparison. This 
service has provided St. Andrew’s more 
techniques and insights into team planning. 
During our Advent season, we used an 
anchor image, weaving threads through 
each service. Folks in the congregation 
said, T got it! This season truly is set 
apart.’” 

Worship ideas for Holy Week have 
already posted through the online service. 
Churches which have already registered for 
the service are already receiving the wor¬ 
ship planning materials for Lent. There is 
still time to receive the Lent materials by 
emailing rhondawhitley@la-umc. org. 


NSU Wesley Campus Ministry seeks to hire new campus minister 


Applications are being sought for the 
position of Campus Minister at 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana 
[http://www.nsula.edu/]. The Ministry is 
replacing a pastor who is being assigned a 
hill-time charge at a church effective July 
1 , 2012 . 


The NSU Wesley Campus Ministry is 
housed adjacent to campus and has a strong 
history of outreach to the university com¬ 
munity. The university has an ethnically 
diverse student body coming from the 
entire state and neighboring states, but a 
large portion of the student body is from 


northern Louisiana. The surrounding com¬ 
munity of Natchitoches boasts a rich histor¬ 
ical and cultural environment. 

The position may be hill or part time 
depending on applicant availability and 
qualifications and on ministry finances. All 
interested persons are encouraged to apply. 


Please send contact information, a state¬ 
ment of interest with testimony, resume, 
and references to phiferWesley@gmail.com 
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Louisiana Annual Conference launches newly designed, updated website 


The Louisiana Conference of The 
United Methodist church has launched a 
new website design for www.la-umc.org. 

The user friendly format is provided by 
Brick River Technologies, a web design 
and hosting company based in New 
Hampshire. Brick River has been in busi¬ 
ness since 2001 and has focused on United 
Methodist conferences since 2002. The 
company currently has 31 United 
Methodist conferences that use their prod¬ 
ucts. 

The Conference Communications Team 
of Betty Backstrom, communications direc¬ 
tor, and Jamie Warren, communications 
assistant and web specialist, have recently 
completed updating the site using the new 
design. 

“Jamie has put in an amazing number of 


hours into moving information into the new 
framework. The conference is so apprecia¬ 
tive of her hard work and dedication,” said 
Backstrom. 

As with any website, www.la-umc.org is 
a “work in progress.” “We welcome com¬ 
ments from visitors to the website on how 
we might add or subtract information from 
the site in order to make it even better,” 
said Backstrom. 

The framework for the new design has 
three major modules and many UMC-spe- 
cific sub modules. They are 

1. A content management system that 
allows for the managing of the website 

2. An integrated email blaster 

3. An event registration system that was 
designed in partnership with conferences so 
that it has some UMC-helpful functions 


UMC-specific sub modules include: 

a. News 

b. A mobile site 

c. Blogs 

d. Appointments 

e. Agencies 

f. Staff Directory 

g. Calendar and Events 

h. Classifieds 

i. Obituaries 

j. Forms 

k. Much more that can be implemented 
in the future 

“We are confident that this new web 
design has provided us with a platform that 
can take us into the future with communi¬ 
cations for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference,” said Backstrom. 

The Conference also wishes at this time 


to extend sincere thanks to Tim Hebert who 
is ending his tenure as Conference 
Webmaster, a role he served for the past 12 
years. “Tim has served faithfully in this 
role, first as a volunteer, then as an employ¬ 
ee. We are so grateful to him for his dedi¬ 
cation and service to all of us.” 

Important note: For visitors to the 
newly designed website, it might be help¬ 
ful to ‘Renew’ their browser and in some 
cases even delete cached files as the old 
site home page might be ‘cached’ on 
their PC to save loading time. That 
would cause the old page to load from 
the local machine even when the new 
page is readily available on the internet. 


Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center 


The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be 
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The 
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by 
our own Patti Ezell. 


Patti is a licensed professional counselor 
and licensed marriage and family therapist. 
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they 
live in Lake Charles. Patti is herself a cler¬ 
gy spouse and will have much to share 
with participants in ways of keeping 


lives balanced in ministry and family. 

All clergy spouses—active, retired and 
surviving spouses—are invited to participate 
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship 
and restoration. Registration forms have 
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are 


available online at www.la-umc.org. 

For information about the event, please 
contact Paula Ford (225) 448-3297. 
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Call to Ministry, from page 5 

had just participated in a district-wide youth 
ministry training right before annual confer¬ 
ence. We filled out ministry surveys, and 
they told me that I should lean toward being 
a minister. After listening to the Bishop, I 
was certain,” said Follins, who also credits 
his late mother, Rev. Connie Thomas, for 
steering him toward his present path. 

“Every issue my mom and I discussed 
was centered on a Bible scenario. She 
encouraged me to read a Bible story every 
day, and we would analyze the story every 
night,” Chris recalled with a smile. 

Follins plans to enroll in Centenary 
College after high school graduation, while 
Delia will stay in Lake Charles to attend 
McNeese College. 

A third student, Travis Burch, has been 
accepted to Oklahoma University. “Travis 
hopes to major in theatre and the arts, but 
follow his college career by entering semi¬ 
nary,” said Harper, who observed that the 
Alexandria youth can “lead small groups 
like no one Fve ever seen.” 

Logan Settoon from Sulphur, Joey 
Gardunio from West Monroe and Andrew 
Hane from Baton Rouge are the remaining 
three youth that felt the call to ministry on 
that summer evening in Shreveport. 

Katy Delia expressed a deep apprecia¬ 
tion to Bishop Hutchinson for his inspiring 
words and his inclusive attitude. “When we 
had lunch during annual conference, I was 
the only girl in the room. He treated me 
with the same interest and respect as the 
others. The Bishop was the first male, other 
than my pastor, who has been so open about 
my choice.” 

Chris Follins added, “I’m so blessed to 
have had the best mom and the best Bishop 
to help point me in this direction.” 

Delia added, “I’m passionate about peo¬ 
ple and overwhelmed with how lucky I am. 
For the rest of my life, I’ll be doing some¬ 
thing I truly love to do.” 

St. Peter UMC 
hosts conference 

St. Peter United Methodist Church in 
Jeanerette is sponsoring a marriage confer¬ 
ence on Feb. 18 entitled “The Ultimate 
Marriage” to help those who are married, 
single or divorced in their understanding of 
marriage as a cornerstone of our society. 
Speakers will be Dr. Richard and Annette 
Ledet from the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. Those interested in attending 
may contact Rev. Junius Egby at (337) 
308-1488, or the church’s Missions 
Coordinator, Sister Deidre Lewis at (337) 
578-1169. 

In other ministries, St. Peter has 
launched a new mission group called 
L.E.T. God (Living Exceptionally Through 
God). L.E.T. God is an interdenomination¬ 
al study group which helps parishioners 
and other attendees get in touch with their 
“shadow” self and heal from emotional 
hurts. The group is founded on United 
Methodist principles and beliefs, and it 
handles a Christ-centered bible approach to 
healing rather than a man-centered gospel 
approach. 



Members of the Conference Committee on Youth Ministries participate in a recent planning meeting held at First United Methodist 
Church in Zachary. The group is responsible for planning conference-sponsored activities for youth. 


Multiply your personal income 

using your gifts to the church 

With money market funds and CDs producing dismal returns, 
now is the time to take action to increase your income now 
and for the future. Generate more income by exchanging your 
lower performing CD for a charitable gift annuity! 

A charitable gift annuity offers: 

fixed income for life 

an immediate charitable tax deduction 

the ability to use appreciated assets and 
partially bypass capital gains tax 

a partially tax-free income 

support for your family and church 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 
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Age Payout Rate Annual Income* 


60 

4.4% 

$440 

65 

4.7% 

$470 

70 

5.1% 

$510 

75 

5.8% 

$580 

80 

6.8% 

$680 

85 

7.8% 

$780 

90+ 

9.0% 

$900 


*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift 
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Local churches urged to register participants for Skeeter Run 


Excitement is building for the 
Louisiana Skeeter Run which consists of 
nine 5K and Fun Walk/Runs on Saturday, 
April 21, 2012 benefitting Imagine No 
Malaria , our denomination’s global initia¬ 
tive dedicated to eradicating malaria world¬ 
wide. A microsite has been established at 


www.changetheworldla.org for event regis¬ 
tration and race information. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson and the 
Appointive Cabinet are asking that local 
churches: 1) Promote this event through 
church media, websites and newsletters, 2) 
Speak about the event from the pulpit, 3) 


Make SURE there is a point person for 
signing up church members to participate 
in the race and assist that person by 
encouraging others to register on the 
microsite, and 4) That every United 

See Skeeter Run, page 3 


Cambodian Connection 



Nine members of First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge traveled to Cambodia last October to witness the dedication of 
the sanctuary for Samreth Methodist Church. The group went as emissaries from their home congregation, which donated 
$35,000 to construct the new building. The group also assisted with construction tasks, as well as hosting a Vacation Bible 
School for children in the area. A Cambodian woman is shown, above, weaving a basket as part of one of several micro-indus¬ 
tries supported by The United Methodist Church. These industries assist impoverished Cambodian women in becoming self 
sufficient by creating sources of income for their families. 


First UMC, Baton Rouge funds Samreth sanctuary 


More than four months of construc¬ 
tion, three years of planning and $40,000 
of fundraising culminated Oct. 2 in the 
dedication of the new Samreth Methodist 
Church in Cambodia, as congregants 
from churches throughout Kampong 
Thom Province gathered to celebrate 
with their supporters and partners in min¬ 
istry from First United Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge. 

Nine members of the Baton Rouge 
United Methodist Church traveled to 
Cambodia to witness the dedication as 


emissaries from their home congregation, 
which donated $35,000 to construct the 
new church. Team leaders Judy Foust and 
Cooky Coffy helped cut the ribbon to 
mark the official church opening. 

The day was fullof excitement as 300 
Methodist church members from across 
the province gathered to sing hymns, 
watch traditional Khmer dances, eat a fel¬ 
lowship meal together, and most impor¬ 
tantly, pray for the future of the new 
building and its congregants. 

The new building sits on land donated 


by GBGM missionaries Marilyn and 
Joseph Chan as well as U.S. supporter 
Barbara Aitken. 

The building measures just over 1,700 
square feet, including space for a pastor’s 
office and a music room. The sanctuary 
itself takes up the bulk of the three-room 
church and can hold upwards of 300 peo¬ 
ple. 

The new sanctuary was filled to 
capacity for its first official service on 

See Cambodia, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Home and Peace 


We made it out of Egypt just in time! 
When we arrived at customs in Atlanta 
on January 27, having flown in directly 
from Cairo, via Paris, the officer there 
was surprised to discover that we had left 
Cairo that morning. “They’re detaining 
Americans there today,” he said. 

Imagine our sense of relief and grateful¬ 
ness that we were not sitting in the 
American embassy there, hoping to get 
news of our departure soon and fearing 
for our safety. 

Following our trip to the Holy Land 
with a wonderful group of Ordinands and 
other pilgrims from Louisiana, we did a 
short extension in Egypt where we expe¬ 
rienced some of the most incredible 
monuments ever built, a warm and 
friendly people, and a stunning and 
seemingly peaceful land. The Nile river 
valley is one of the most fertile I have 
ever seen, and the desert reaches on 
either side of the river valley encompass¬ 
es some of the most desolate, yet beauti¬ 
ful land on earth. The temples, tombs, 
and pyramids were everything I had 
expected and then some. The food and 
culture was fascinating and welcoming. 
There was never a moment when I felt 
uneasy about my safety or about the 
safety of our group. 

On the evening of January 25, we 
were guests at a celebration party for the 
first anniversary of the Egyptian revolu¬ 
tion. It was a happy, celebrative, and 
“calm” affair. The hosts at the hotel 
were thrilled we were there with them to 
celebrate this joyous occasion which 
reminded them of their new opportunity 
to become a land and people they have 
longed to be. We were glad to be there. 

On the 26th of January we had to 
abandon our plans to see the Cairo 
Museum, which houses many of the 
treasures of Egypt, because of the cau¬ 
tion of keeping Americans away from 
Tahrir Square where the people assem¬ 
bling were quite unhappy that the mili¬ 
tary had not yet relinquished power. We 
were comfortable avoiding any potential 
danger and were thrilled to visit instead 
the original capitol of the land, Memphis, 
and to see yet one more of the pyramids, 
the “Step Pyramid.” 

Early in the morning of the 27th we 
departed for the USA. Ever since we 
have been back on the soil of our 
beloved country we have heard of the 
incidents that are happening in Egypt 
regarding US tourists and visitors. We’re 
grateful to be home! But it strikes me 
that not all people have the security of 
home which we have. Home for many is 
in a constant state of uncertainty and 
threat. 

Such was the case for the Holy 
Family. Shortly after Jesus’ birth his 
safety and security was threatened in his 
home country and his family took him 


and went for safety 
and security to 
Egypt! It was there 
that he lived for 
what some believe 
to have been ten 
years while the 
threat against his life 
in Israel subsided. It 
was there in Egypt 
where he grew in 
wisdom and stature 
and was readied to visit the temple 
mount with his parents where he amazed 
the elders and priests with his insights 
and understandings. It was in this 
incredible country of Egypt, where he 
grew in the shadows of these same mag¬ 
nificent temples and verdant surround¬ 
ings, that he gained his boyhood strength 
and understandings. It was there, in 
today’s hotbed of “freedom-seeking” that 
he found security and safety. It was in 
the very land that had enslaved his ances¬ 
tors that he enjoyed freedom. 

“Home” may not always be a stable 
place. “Home” may even be a threaten¬ 
ing place. “Home” may be a place of 
unrest and discomfort. But home is 
home. And people love home. It is my 
prayer that all people of the earth will 
have a place to call “home” that is safe, 
secure, productive, embracing and nur¬ 
turing. Everyone deserves a place where 
they can sit under the shade of their own 
vine and fig tree and not worry or be 
threatened. 

“Now it shall come to pass in the lat¬ 
ter days that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established on the top of 
the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and peoples shall flow to 
it. . . . He shall judge between many peo¬ 
ples, and rebuke strong nations afar off; 
they shall beat their swords into plow¬ 
shares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they leam 
war anymore. But everyone shall sit 
under his vine and under his fig tree, and 
no one shall make them afraid; for the 
mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.” 
(Micah 4: 1-4) 

Please join me in prayer for “peace on 
earth and good will to all”, and for coun¬ 
tries where people are not afraid. Let us 
pray indeed for the “peace of Jerusalem”, 
the peace of Bethlehem, and for all of the 
Middle East and the precious people who 
call that beautiful part of God’s world, 
“home.” 

In Christ’s love, 

fell 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Older adult workshops set for March 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers 
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville. 

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of 
the Center on Aging and Older Adult 
Ministries for the General Board of 
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre¬ 
senter during the event. 

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m. 


Early Bird registration is $25 (before 
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.) 
Lunch is included. Register online at 
http ://events. SignUp4 .net/CreativeMinistrie 
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to 
Louisiana Conference Office, Attention: 
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks 
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference, 
UMC.” 


-3:30 p.m. 

Hamilton to teach at Conference 


The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference 
will be held June 3-6, 2012 in the Gold 
Dome at Centenary College in Shreveport, 
La. This year’s theme is Developing 
Christian Leaders. 

Highlights of the Conference include: 

•Guest teacher Rev. Adam Hamilton, 
founding pastor of the United Methodist 
Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kansas. The United Methodist Church of 
the Resurrection has grown from four peo¬ 
ple in 1990 to more than 16,000 adult 
members with an average weekly worship 
attendance of more than 8,600 in 2011. The 
church was listed as the most influential 
mainline church in America in a 2005 sur¬ 
vey of American pastors. Rev. Hamilton 


will teach Sunday, June 3 at 7:45 p.m. and 
Monday, June 4 at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 
a.m. 

•The Conference will celebrate 12 years 
of ministry with Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader. 

•The Ordination and Commissioning 
Service will be held the evening of 
Tuesday, June 5 at First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

•Our Memorial and Communion 
Service will be held on Monday, June 4 at 
7 p.m. in the Gold Dome. 

To view highlights of the 2011 
Louisiana Annual Conference, visit the 
updated Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org 


Nominations for Denman Award due 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
now accepting nominations for The Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy, 
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recognizes a person 
whose life and ministry exemplifies the 
teaching of Christ and the Great 
Commission. To leam more about the 


award or to download nomination forms 
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or 
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646. 
Nominations must be received at the La. 
Conference Office, Attn. Glennell Cottrill, 
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
no later than March 1, 2012. 


Many thanks to our Louisiana Skeeter Run sponsors! 

United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
Coca- Cola Company 


Louisiana Conference 


JM 
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Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
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Skeeter Run, from page i 

Methodist, if physically able, sign up to 
participate in the Louisiana Skeeter Run , 
yourself! And if not running, offer to spon¬ 
sor a fellow church member to run or walk 
in your place! 

Also, we are asking that as many local 
churches as possible play a 30-minute 
Imagine No Malaria documentary entitled 
“A Killer in the Dark.” The DVD is perfect 


for small groups, Sunday School classes, 
youth groups, senior groups, etc. It could 
be played at any church-wide gathering. 
Churches can host a community screening 
of the DVD. All of these efforts will help 
educate our church members and commu¬ 
nities on the devastation of malaria and 
how we can be a part of the solution. 

The award-winning documentary, which 
aired on NBC in 2011, was created to 
increase awareness and action against 


malaria, a disease that kills a child in Africa 
every 45 seconds. Hosted by actress Pauley 
Perrette (NCIS), the documentary chroni¬ 
cles the daily struggle against malaria that 
people in Africa face every day. It also 
highlights the community-based efforts 
underway to fight malaria through Imagine 
No Malaria, an initiative of The United 
Methodist Church that aims to end prevent¬ 
able deaths from the disease. “A Killer in 
the Dark” has been honored with an Aurora 


Award and has received “Platinum” honors 
for Video/Nonprofit from the Association 
of Marketing and Communications 
Professionals. Copies of the “A Killer in 
the Dark” DVD will be in the District 
office by March 15. 

The cost of participating in the run/walk 
is $25, but runners can register for an Early 
Bird fee of $20 if they register before April 
7. Runners under the age of 18 register for 
$12, with an Early Bird fee of $10. 


Evangelism and Professions of Faith Convocation slated March 19-20 


The Louisiana Conference Board of 
Ordained Ministry is sponsoring an 
Evangelism and Professions of Faith 
Convocation on March 19-20 at The 
Wesley Center in Woodworth. 

The event is designed for all clergy and 
certified lay professionals. 

The convocation offers an opportunity 
for those persons to earn a portion of their 
continuing education requirements. This 
CE event encourages pastors and certified 
lay professionals to develop their skills in 
an important area of their ministry. 

“All of us have participated in the self- 
identification of our churches, and should 
be aware of the metrics that are being used 
to determine the effectiveness of the work 
of the church. One of the most important 


tasks of the church is to reach people who 
have never professed faith in Christ. Our 
Bishop and other church leaders have 
emphasized the importance of professions 
of faith to the Church. This convocation 
will share some thoughts and ideas that 
will assist you in developing your ministry 
around the mission of the church-’Make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma¬ 
tion of the world’. It is our hope that this 
event can make us more effective in that 
mission,” wrote Rev. Irvin J. Boudreaux, 
continuing education chair. 

Guest leadership for the convocation 
will by Dr. Jim Jackson and Rev. Amy 
Mercer. 

Rev. Jackson has been the senior pastor 
at Chapelwood United Methodist Church 


since 1994. Prior to arriving in Houston, 
he served churches in Ashbum, Georgia, 
Columbus, Georgia, and Lubbock, Texas. 
During his tenure at Chapelwood, it has 
grown to be one of the flagship churches in 
United Methodism. 

Rev. Mercer is an ordained deacon in 
full connection. She answered her call to 
hill time ministry, after being an oilfield 
geologist for 10 years. She served on staff 
at two mission-minded churches in 
Louisiana. Before moving to El Paso, 

Texas and Western Hills UMC in July 
2009, she was the Director of Operations 
for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Recovery Ministry (2006-2009) 
dealing with the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike. 


Other offerings of the convocation 
include: 

•Times of worship in contemporary and 
liturgical styles. 

•Times of Centering Prayer 
•Panel discussion by pastors of churches 
with different fields of mission. 

•Fellowship with colleagues in ministry 
1.5 CEU’s will be available for partici¬ 
pating in this event. You must read the 
material in the reading packet before 
attending the convocation in order to get 
the CEU credit. 

Download the brochure and registration 
form for this event at www.la-umc.org 
For more information, contact Rev. 
Boudreaux at (225) 315-7587 or email 
ijb@minister. com 


Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth 


The Discerners Academy, slated for 
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, is a conference offering for 
college students and second career persons 
asking about seminary, as well as just 
beginning to listen to God’s call in their 
lives. 

There will be small groups where they 
can ask questions and be led in discussions 
about discernment. Along the way, they 
will hear clergy persons telling of their 
journeys of discernment and how they 
began to respond to God’s call. They will 


hear about different clergy options such as 
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and hill-time 
Local Pastor. 

“The Discerners Academy allows per¬ 
sons college-age and above to journey 
together as they seek to connect their call 
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole 
Cotton Winn. 

Participants in the academy will: 

-Ask Questions 

-Experience what a seminary class 
might be like 

-Explore more deeply the process of dis¬ 


cernment 

-Meet others on the journey 

Present during the weekend are Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as well as a 
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder 
and a local pastor. Representatives from 
various seminaries will also be present. 

Participants will gather at The Wesley 
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at 
noon. 

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30) 

(Includes double occupancy room and 
all meals) 


Send the following information and 
your check made payable to “Louisiana 
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527 
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802: 
Name, Address, and phone number(s) 
Email address 
Age 

Local church 

Name you want on your nametag 
Roommate preference 
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot- 
tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg, 
lindagregg@la-umc.org 
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General Conference tackles restructuring of United Methodist denomination 


BYHEATHERHAHN 

Months before the 2012 General 
Conference, delegates to The United 
Methodist Church’s top lawmaking body 
got a hint of the debate to come regarding 
restructuring the denomination. 

More than 300 delegates, communica¬ 
tors and agency staff gathered Jan. 19-21 
for the Pre-General Conference News 
Briefing at the Tampa Convention Center, 
where discussions of the proposed changes 
dominated conversation. 

The main piece of legislation — the 
result of the multiyear Call to Action 
process — would consolidate nine of the 
church’s 13 general agencies into a new 
United Methodist Center for Connectional 
Mission and Ministry under a 15-member 
board. 

The board would be appointed by and 
accountable to a 45-member advisory 
board called the General Council for 
Strategy and Oversight, which would 
replace the Connectional Table that 
presently coordinates the denomination’s 
mission, ministry and resources. 

Essentially, the proposal would reduce 
agency boards now governed by more than 
500 people to a group of 60. The legisla¬ 
tion would also allow the board of the 
newly created center to redistribute up to 
$60 million toward funding theological 
education, recruiting young clergy and fos¬ 
tering vital congregations — about 10 per¬ 
cent of the amount presently budgeted for 
general church operations. 

Delegates heard both an overview of 
restructuring legislation and concerns that 
the plan would damage the denomination’s 
connectionalism, give too much power to 
the bishops and eliminate the denomina¬ 
tion’s historic “separation of powers” 
between bishops and General Conference. 

An overarching question for many at the 
briefing: Will the reorganization achieve its 
goal of promoting more vital congregations 


or have the opposite effect? 

The Council of Bishops and 
Connectional Table initiated the Call to 
Action to reorder the life of the church in 
the wake of the 2008 global economic cri¬ 
sis and after decades of declining U.S. 
membership. The Call to Action Interim 
Operations Team devised the recommended 
changes, and the Connectional Table draft¬ 
ed the legislation. 

“We do not presume that what we are 
presenting is perfect by any means,” said 
Jay Brim, who chairs the Connectional 
Table’s legislative committee. “It is a pro¬ 
posal to move us toward change, and these 
changes, we hope, will be a significant step 
forward for the church.” 

He said the proposal does not really 
address general church staff. “It’s about the 
governance of the general church,” he said. 

Brim, lay leader of the Southwest Texas 
Annual (regional) Conference, said the 
denomination’s 13 current general boards 
are “in a constant push to make sure that 
local churches and annual conferences 
know who they are, what they have to offer 
and how to get it from them.” 

“What we’re trying to create out of this 
cacophony is a simple structure that every¬ 
body can identify without removing any¬ 
thing we currently have,” he said. “Our 
hope is that we can find a better way to 
offer our services at the general church 
level down to local congregations and 
annual conferences.” 

Even before the Connectional Table 
devised its restructuring legislation, 10 of 
the agency boards were also developing 
their own legislation to shrink their board 
membership. This followed an operational 
assessment by consultants that found most 
agencies were too big and met too infre¬ 
quently to provide accountability. 

The Council of Bishops endorsed the 
restructuring at its November meeting, but 
the vote was not unanimous. Phoenix Area 


Bishop Minerva G. Carcano shared her 
concerns about the plan during a presenta¬ 
tion. 

“Studies have shown that there is dupli¬ 
cation and even competition among our 
general agencies that does not benefit the 
mission and ministry that God is calling us 
to be about,” Carcano said. 

“Yet, general agencies have served a 
vital function for resourcing the church and 
enabling us to act connectionally, and we 
should not lose these essential functions. 
There are things even our strongest local 
churches cannot do alone, and some things 
they will not do.” 

In some ways, she suggested, the pro¬ 
posed restructuring of the agencies does 
not go far enough. She noted that the 
Connectional Table legislation just puts 
agency work in new categories and leaves 
unanswered what agency functions might 
be dropped or added to better serve a glob¬ 
al denomination. 

In addition, she and others at the Pre- 
General Conference News Briefing echoed 
concerns raised by the denomination’s eth¬ 
nic caucuses that the smaller governance 
boards would severely limit the contribu¬ 
tions of people of color. “In the U.S., a 
church that does not reach out to people of 
color is a church that will die,” Carcano 
said. 

The Rev. Tim McClendon, a 
Connectional Table member and the 
Columbia (S.C.) District superintendent, 
explained his worry that the Connectional 
Table legislation would give too much 
power to the denomination’s bishops. 

At the coming General Conference, del¬ 
egates also will take up a proposed amend¬ 
ment to the denomination’s constitution to 
create a bishop without the usual responsi¬ 
bility of overseeing a geographical area. 
That bishop would be elected by the 
Council of Bishops and would have — 
among other duties — the authority to 


serve as the denomination’s chief ecumeni¬ 
cal officer, help align the strategic direction 
of the church and focus on growing vital 
congregations. 

The Connectional Table endorsed this 
change, and under the proposed restructur¬ 
ing legislation, the “set-aside” bishop 
would be chair of the General Council for 
Strategy and Oversight and ex-officio 
member of the board of the Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry. 

Five of the voting members of the pro¬ 
posed Council for Strategy and Oversight 
would be bishops. The Center for 
Connectional Mission and Ministry would 
make its financial decisions in consultation 
with the Council of Bishops. 

“The power dynamic isn’t equal no mat¬ 
ter how someone does the math,” said 
McClendon, who is a candidate for the 
episcopacy. “There is no way for the 15 
persons, who are unpaid volunteers, no 
matter how great they are in all that they 
do, ... to make these (financial) decisions. 

It also seems to me that the set-aside bish¬ 
op is where the real power is in the pro¬ 
posed structure. 

The Rev. Thomas E. Frank, a historian 
of Methodism and professor at Wake 
Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C., 
urged the delegates to keep the denomina¬ 
tion’s historic “principles” of governance in 
mind when evaluating restructuring propos¬ 
als. 

He noted that the denomination and all 
but one of its predecessor bodies have 
maintained a “separation of powers” 
between General Conference and bishops. 

Methodism also historically has separat¬ 
ed the authority over programming from 
authority over money, he said. 

“Separation of the two prevents consoli¬ 
dation of power and advances accountabili¬ 
ty and participation,” Frank said. 
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Members of a team from First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge led a Vacation Bible School for Cambodian children during their October mission to Samreth Methodist 
Church in Cambodia. A local woman feeds chickens as part of an micro-industry sponsored by The United Methodist Church for Cambodian women. 


Cambodia, from page 1 

Oct. 2, as the crowd of members from 
Samreth and other area churches, along 
with curious spectators, clapped and sang 
to the rhythm of favorite Khmer hymns 
played on traditional Cambodian instru¬ 
ments — the roneath, khum, and trouh. 

The sounds of plucking and strumming, 
drumming and clapping resonated off the 
tile floors and walls as the congregation’s 
musicians used their gifts to consecrate the 
building. 

The children and youth of the church 
contributed their talents to the dedication 
ceremony, with children singing a special 
song and the youth performing several tra¬ 
ditional Khmer dances, complete with the 
ornate costumes befitting such an occasion. 

Many of the youth participating in the 


dances stand to benefit from the church’s 
newest ministry, which its partners are 
facilitating in conjunction with the new 
church building. 

In addition to financing the church and 
parsonage, First UMC in Baton Rouge also 
raised funds to support the construction of 
a youth dormitory that will allow students 
studying at the high school next door to the 
church — the only school around for kilo¬ 
meters — to lodge at the school during the 
week. 

The scheme facilitates’ the youths’ edu¬ 
cation by giving them a way around the 
long and arduous daily journey home by 
foot or bicycle, an undertaking that would 
prevent many of them from going to school 
in the first place. 

In fact, the delegation from Baton 
Rouge pitched in on the construction site 


during the week they spent at the church 
prior to the dedication. Team members 
sweated alongside local youth, hauling dirt, 
mixing cement and laying bricks. By 
week’s end, the foundation and two walls 
were standing tall at the dormitory site 
directly behind the church. The building 
was completed shortly after their departure. 

Others from the Louisiana team spent 
their week putting on a Vacation Bible 
School program for 40 of the church’s chil¬ 
dren. Laughter filled the sanctuary of the 
church each day as the kids partook the tra¬ 
ditional VBS activity genre — arts and 
crafts, group games, and singing and danc¬ 
ing — providing their own consecration of 
the new building. 

The children capped off their week by 
learning a special dual language English- 
Khmer version of “I Love My Jesus Deep 


Down in My Heart,” which they had the 
chance to perform at the official dedication 
service on Sunday. 

Also during the dedication ceremony, 
Pastor Roth Oung made it clear to church 
members and guests that the new building 
will open to the public for the service of 
the community. 

It’s a promise the congregation has 
already made good on, opening its doors to 
host a government-funded mosquito net 
distribution program not long after the ded¬ 
ication, and serving as a conference hall for 
a meeting of World Vision representatives 
recently as well as a distribution center for 
flood victims in this community, which has 
been devastated by this year’s flooding. 
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The Vow: True story, popular movie shares a real love story of faith 


How seriously do you take the vow, “till 
death do us part?” 

If you look at the statistics — half of all 
first-time marriages end in divorce — it 
seems not too many people say “I do” for¬ 
ever. 

The Vow, a movie based on Kim and 
Krickitt Carpenter’s story, debuted Feb. 10 
and was the top movie of the weekend, 
making $41.7 million. However, the 
romantic movie is not even close to telling 
the true story of faith and commitment that 
has kept the Carpenters devoted to each 
other for 20 years. 

Their saga began 10 weeks after their 
wedding on Sept. 18, 1993. They were in a 
serious automobile accident that left 
Krickitt with no memories of her husband 
or their new marriage. She suffered a 
severe brain trauma that wiped out 18 
months of her life — the entire time she 
and Kim met, dated and married. 

While he was still madly in love with 
her, he was a stranger she wanted nothing 
to do with. 

The glue that kept them together was 
their faith in Christ and the promise they 
had made before God. 

The Carpenters attend First United 
Methodist Church in Farmington, N.M. 
“Both of us know unconditionally we 
would not have made it through this ordeal 
without the Lord being in the center of it 
all,” Kim Carpenter told United Methodist 
News Service. 

Krickitt spent months in a coma and 



sonality changed 
and at times she told 
Kim she hated him. 

“At a low point 
in my life, I didn’t 
think this marriage 
was going to work. I 
didn’t have the faith 
that we were going 
to make it,” Kim 
said. “At the same 
time, I wasn’t going 
to leave her in the 
state she was in; I 
was vowing to stay 
with her.” 

The media first 
learned of their story 
when a reporter 
came to interview 
Kim about his work 
as a baseball coach. 
In the course of the 
conversation, the 
story came out. 
When the 

Carpenters renewed 
their vows and had a 
second wedding in 
1996, it was a media 
circus. People were 
amazed and encour¬ 
aged by their story, 
so Krickitt asked 
God to use their story to show others his 
amazing love and power. 


then months more in physical therapy, but 
she has never regained those 18 months of 
memory. Her recovery was slow, her per- 


They wrote a book about their story in 
2000 and updated the book to coincide 
with the opening of the movie on Feb. 10. 

“We enjoyed the movie but we were a 
little frustrated by the artistic license they 
took,” Kim said. “The dramatization in the 
movie was much greater, but it is hard to 
put 20 years of challenges into 103 min¬ 
utes.” 

Krickitt’s faith never faltered, and she 
never considered divorce. 

“A Scripture I really hold onto is 
Philippians 4:13: ‘I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.’ I 
believed I was called according to God’s 
purpose, and I followed with my whole 
heart,” she said. 

Kim said he has taken offense to some 
of the media reporting him as “heroic, 
courageous, manly.” 

They insist they are an ordinary couple 
with two children, Danny and LeeAnn. 

“It is amazing we live in a world that 
there is such a big deal made about a man 
and woman who simply did what we said 
we were going to do,” Kim said. 

The book and the movie are providing a 
platform for them to talk about their faith. 

“People all over the world are seeking 
something higher, some message,” Kim 
said. “We have been very grateful for the 
prayers and well wishes we have received. 
We know the Lord is not going to give us 
more than we can handle.” 


Conference offering free nationwide online 


service in the area of worship 


The Louisiana Conference, through the 
Conference Board of Discipleship and the 
Conference Council on Ministries, is offer¬ 
ing a FREE online service in the area of 
worship. This nationwide service is direct¬ 
ed by Dr. Marcia McFee, who served as 
consultant to our Conference Worship 
Committee for the 2011 Annual 
Conference session. She has been invited 
back to assist with the 2012 Conference 
session, as well. Dr. McFee is a nationally 
known worship leader who coordinated 
worship at the 2008 General Conference 
session, and who will guide worship at the 
General Conference session in 2012. 

Through Worship Design Studio, local 
churches will get worship planning help for 
every season of the liturgical year. Dr. 
McFee will produce an audio PODcast of 
interviews with nationally-known preach¬ 
ers, music directors and visual artists in 
advance of each liturgical season. They 
will talk about the upcoming season and 
brainstorm various thematic ideas to help 
get your worship team jump-started in their 


planning. Marcia 
will post ideas and 
materials with the 
PODcast. The 
year-long subscrip¬ 
tion also includes a 
60-page Worship 
Design Notebook 
to guide you step- 
by-step through the 
process. 

Another free 
service through the 
Studio includes 
short video learn¬ 
ing sessions posted 
by Marcia on top¬ 
ics related to wor¬ 
ship design and 
leadership that you 
can use to start 
great discussions 
with your worship team. 

The cost of this opportunity would nor¬ 
mally be $350 per year for each congrega¬ 


worship design studio 



tion. The Louisiana Conference is provid¬ 
ing this to you at no charge for the coming 
year. 


To register, please email the Conference 
office at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org . An 
access code and directions for entering the 
system will be sent to you. 

Rev. Juliet Spencer, pastor of St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, highly endorsed the program 
saying, “We think its fabulous. Most 
unique is Marcia’s approach to team wor¬ 
ship planning. I had tried various formats 
myself, but they paled in comparison. This 
service has provided St. Andrew’s more 
techniques and insights into team planning. 
During our Advent season, we used an 
anchor image, weaving threads through 
each service. Folks in the congregation 
said, T got it! This season truly is set 
apart.’” 

Worship ideas for Holy Week have 
already posted through the online service. 
Churches which have already registered for 
the service are already receiving the wor¬ 
ship planning materials for Lent. 


NSU Wesley Campus Ministry seeks to hire new campus minister 


Applications are being sought for the 
position of Campus Minister at 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana 
[http://www.nsula.edu/]. The Ministry is 
replacing a pastor who is being assigned a 
full-time charge at a church effective July 
1 , 2012 . 


The NSU Wesley Campus Ministry is 
housed adjacent to campus and has a strong 
history of outreach to the university com¬ 
munity. The university has an ethnically 
diverse student body coming from the 
entire state and neighboring states, but a 
large portion of the student body is from 


northern Louisiana. The surrounding com¬ 
munity of Natchitoches boasts a rich histor¬ 
ical and cultural environment. 

The position may be full or part time 
depending on applicant availability and 
qualifications and on ministry finances. All 
interested persons are encouraged to apply. 


Please send contact information, a state¬ 
ment of interest with testimony, resume, 
and references to phiferWesley@gmail.com 
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The United Methodist Church looked inward and reached out in 2011 


There has long been urgency for The 
United Methodist Church to bring more 
young people into its pews and its pulpits, 
and reports from 2011 evidence that it may 
be happening. 

The annual report on clergy-age trends 
in the denomination, conducted by the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership of 
Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington, D.C., revealed a 10-year high 
in the number of United Methodist clergy 
younger than 35. 

The church holds numerous events 
throughout the year to reach young people 
and build stronger relationships. Events 
like Youth 2011 and Relevance X are 
designed for various age groups and stages 
of faith. 

Exploration events, sponsored by the 
United Methodist Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry, help young people 
feeling called to ministry better understand 
where God is leading them. 

A main concern of young people the 
past several years has been the bleak job 
outlook. To help reach out to those strug¬ 
gling to find work, job ministries have been 
popping up at churches nationwide. One 
such ministry at Roswell United Methodist 
Church outside Atlanta attracts as many as 
300 job seekers at its twice-monthly net¬ 
working events. Many of the participants 
are recent college graduates, frustrated that 
they are now saddled with college debt, 
can’t find a job to help pay off that debt 
and may wind up living back at home with 
family. 

Roswell’s job ministry provides net¬ 
working opportunities, support groups, 
resume-writing services and even a cloth¬ 
ing boutique so people have proper attire 
for interviews. 

Ordination changes recommended 
In this tough job market, becoming a 
United Methodist pastor is one of the last 
secure jobs left. But that may be changing. 

If the recommendations of the Ministry 
Study Commission are approved by dele¬ 
gates to the 2012 General Conference, cler¬ 
gy no longer will have guaranteed appoint¬ 
ments, but the steps to ordination will get a 
lot easier. 

Elders and deacons could be eligible for 
ordination as soon as they complete their 
educational requirements. After serving a 
minimum of two years as a provisional 
elder or deacon, they would be eligible for 
hill conference membership. But, the secu¬ 
rity of guaranteed appointments would be 
replaced by various steps to gauge the 


The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be 
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The 
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by 
our own Patti Ezell. 


effectiveness of each pastor’s ministry. 

Additional legislation proposed by the 
Connectional Table would allocate $50 
million in church funds as an investment in 
recruiting and training clergy younger than 
35. 

If many of the denomination’s leaders 
have their way, the structure of The United 
Methodist Church will look very different 
this time next year. 

When General Conference meets in 
2012, the denomination’s top law-making 
body will consider legislation to consoli¬ 
date nine of the denomination’s 13 general 
agencies into a new United Methodist 
Center for Connectional Mission and 
Ministry. 

A 15-member board of directors would 
govern the center. That board would be 
accountable to a 45-member advisory 
board called the General Council for 
Strategy and Oversight, which would 
replace the Connectional Table that current¬ 
ly coordinates the denomination’s mission, 
ministries and resources. 

Under the legislation, the center’s board 
would be in place and have its first meeting 
by July 31, 2012. 

This proposed restructuring took shape 
as part of the Call to Action process, which 
aims to foster more vital congregations. 

In November, the Council of Bishops 
voted overwhelmingly by a show of hands 
to endorse the proposed restructuring. 
Bishops do not vote at General Conference. 
However, there are no limits on conversa¬ 
tions with delegates and other church mem¬ 
bers outside the sessions. 

However, some United Methodists are 
already voicing concerns about the restruc¬ 
ture plan. 

Leaders of five groups that represent the 
denomination’s ethnic constituencies cau¬ 
tion that the proposed restructuring “mini¬ 
mizes and will exclude the participation of 
racial/ethnic persons, and works against the 
principle of inclusiveness that we see as 
one of the important values our church has 
to offer.” 

Some General Conference delegates 
from the Northeastern Jurisdiction also 
have said they find the legislation “trou¬ 
bling.” 

Members of the denomination’s unoffi¬ 
cial caucuses also are weighing in on the 
proposed restructuring. 

Meanwhile, the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action has submitted legislation 
for an alternative reorganization that would 
preserve agencies dedicated to monitoring 


Patti is a licensed professional counselor 
and licensed marriage and family therapist. 
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they 
live in Lake Charles. Patti is herself a cler¬ 
gy spouse and will have much to share 
with participantnts in ways of keeping 


race and gender discrimination. 

Other proposals for General Conference 
The Council of Bishops and Connectional 
Table also have endorsed these proposals 
before General Conference: 

-Allowing the Council of Bishops to 
elect one of its own to a full-time, four-year 
position as president without the usual 
responsibilities of overseeing a geographic 
area. 

-Folding the denomination’s ecumenical 
agency, the United Methodist Commission 
on Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Concerns and its work into the Council of 
Bishops. 

-Allowing the division responsible for 
United Methodist Women to become a sep¬ 
arate agency. 

Just about everyone agrees the denomi¬ 
nation needs to change. But General 
Conference will decide what that change 
will look like when it convenes April 24- 
May 4, 2012, in Tampa, Fla. 

The year 2011 was not kind to the poor, 
hungry and marginalized. 

The worst drought in decades com¬ 
pounded by civil strife has affected more 
than 13 million people in Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Somalia and Djibouti. Problems with food 
shortages in the Horn of Africa have been 
building over the years but came to a “criti¬ 
cal mass” this summer, said Melissa 
Crutchfield, UMCOR executive for inter¬ 
national emergency response. 

On the heels of news of severe suffering 
in Africa came a U.S. report finding anoth¬ 
er 2.4 million children joined the ranks of 
the poor during the past decade. The U.S. 
Census Bureau announced the total of 
Americans living below the poverty line 
has climbed to 46.2 million. 

The continuing bleak economic outlook 
has left more than 2 million people jobless 
for the last two years and 700,000 for three 
years. 

Income inequality is increasing in much 
of the developed world driven by disparity 
in wages, according to a report by the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development. Skilled workers have the 
largest share. 

From the halls of Congress to the sands 
of Somalia, United Methodists are working 
to fill the gap between the rich and poor. 

The United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries launched a website, Ministry 
with the Poor, to track how the church is 
engaging in ministry with the poor around 
the world. 

In a striking example of the power of 

for March 30-31 at 

lives balanced in ministry and family. 

All clergy spouses—active, retired and 
surviving spouses—are invited to participate 
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship 
and restoration. Registration forms have 
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are 


one person to make a difference, Rev. 
Lorenza Andrade Smith of San Antonia, 
Texas, sold all her possessions, rejected her 
pastor salary and benefits and traded her 
safe, warm bed for a park bench or a blan¬ 
ket under an interstate overpass. The petite 
pastor asked her bishop to appoint her to 
the streets, so she can be in ministry with 
the poor and advocate for systemic 
changes. 

She is trekking across the country 
speaking to churches, seminaries and other 
organizations. Her Facebook page docu¬ 
ments her travels. 

“Found me a good little high spot next 
to the creek,” says one of her recent posts. 
“Had to put up my tent in the rain, but all 
good and dry inside the tent now. 

“It is such a privilege, and I pray that 
the Spirit always guides my calling.” 

Tsunami to tornadoes, floods, fires 
The tsunami that followed the 9.0-magni¬ 
tude March 11 earthquake off Japan’s 
northeastern coast left piles of rubble in 
Ishinomaki and 10,000 of its residents 
missing. 

Today, Japanese Christians are operating 
a volunteer center in the fishing port to 
help the survivors recover their lives. 

What many have called Japan’s triple 
disaster - the effects of the worst-ever 
earthquake, tsunami waves that easily 
scaled manmade defenses and unleashed 
radiation from a damaged nuclear power 
plant - was just the beginning of a year full 
of disasters to which United Methodists 
gave their money, labor and prayers in 
organized relief efforts. 

In Japan, the recovery process has been 
steady but slow. 

“Ishinomaki is still a very ruined city 
with heaps of damaged cars, mountains of 
garbage, trucks carrying loads of debris, 
and shovel engines removing the rubble,” 
wrote Rev. Jeffrey Mensendiek, a United 
Church of Christ missionary after a visit in 
October. “Parts of the city have been 
cleared, but other areas are just as they 
were right after the tsunami.” 

The United Methodist Church has been 
working with Japanese church partners and 
other organizations to assist with earth¬ 
quake relief and recovery efforts. The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) has raised $11.8 million for 
Japan relief. Grants allotted to date have 
included a total of $1.35 million to the ecu¬ 
menical Asian Rural Institute in Tochigi, 
which suffered extensive earthquake dam¬ 
age. 

The Wesley Center 

available online at www.la-umc.org. 

For information about the event, please 
contact Paula Ford (225 )448-3297. 


Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated 


Don’t forget to sign up today for the Louisiana Skeeter Run:Change the World 

at www.changetheworldla.org 
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First United Methodist Church, Pineville continues “Backpacks for Children” program 


Members of First United Methodist 
Church in Pineville continue to support 
“Backpacks for Children,” an outreach to 
children in need through the Central 
Louisiana Food Bank. 

For $135 per school year, the Food 
Bank sends a backpack filled with kid- 
friendly food home with a child every 
weekend. This year, the Food Bank identi¬ 
fied 1,128 children in Central Louisiana 
who could benefit from this kind of assis¬ 
tance. 

First UMC began their involvement 
during the conference-wide “Day of 
Caring,” held last May. The church contin¬ 
ues that support and has expanded the 
number of children they are sponsoring in 
the program. 

“Our church-wide goal last August was 
to sponsor 15 children. Instead we are 
sponsoring 36 local children for the entire 
school year. That’s a donation of $4,860,” 
said Ann Parvin, chair of the church’s 
“Food for the Hungry” Task Force. 

Display boards and backpacks filled 
with sample foods have been placed at 
church entrances during Sunday services. 
Guest speakers, notices in the church 
newsletter and even a children’s sermon 
focusing attention on the project have all 
been incorporated in the church’s effort to 
raise awareness and funds for the backpack 
initiative. 

“Individuals, Sunday school classes, 
UMW circles, youth groups and our chil¬ 
dren’s program all got involved in this 
project. It was truly a multi-generational 
effort to be the hands and heart of Jesus,” 
said Rev. Ricky Willis, pastor. 

When Parvin received a call in January 
from the Food Bank explaining that the 
children’s backpacks were getting worn 
out, she passed on the message that 
replacement backpacks were needed. Once 
again, First UMC stepped up and collected 
funds to replace the tattered packs. 

“We are so pleased to help with this 
excellent local mission project,” said Rev. 
Mark Martin, associated pastor. “Even our 
children have raised hinds through their 
Valentine’s Day bake sale.” 


The 

Louisiana 
State 

Museum will 
host a pres¬ 
entation by 
Dr. Ellen 
Blue and a 
booksigning 
for her newly 
published 
St Mark's 
and the 
Social 

Gospel: Methodist Women and Civil 
Rights in New Orleans, 1895-1965. 
It will be held at the Cabildo on 
Jackson Square at 6 pm on 
Thursday, March 15. It is free and 
open to the public, with refresh¬ 
ments provided by Friends of the 
Cabildo. For more information, con¬ 
tact Ellen at 
ellen.blue@ptstulsa.edu 




Children from First United Methodist Church in Pineville assemble food items for one of the backpacks the church provides through 
the ‘Backpacks for Children’ program, an outreach to children in need through the Central Louisiana Food Banki. 



www.umfgiving.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 


Do You Have a PLAN 

FOR THE FUTURE? 

Our Online Wills Planner 
can help! 

Planning for the future is easy when you 
use the online Wills Planner available on 
our website. 

The Wills Planner is a valuable resource 
to help you organize your estate planning 
information before meeting with your 
attorney. You may either store your 
information on our secure website or 
download a printable booklet. 

Whether creating a new plan or enhancing 
an existing one, visit our website and click 
on “Plan Your Will” to create an account. 

Start planning your 

FUTURE TODAY! 
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Skeeter Run is coming! Register now! Hammond race moved 


The Louisiana Skeeter Run: Change 

the World is only five weeks away! 

Churches are signing up members, 
friends and folks from their communities to 
participate in this amazing event, which 
consists of nine 5K and 1 mile fun 
walk/runs on Saturday, April 21, 2012 


benefitting Imagine No Malaria , our 
denomination’s global initiative dedicated 
to eradicating malaria worldwide. 

United Methodist Communications has 
great confidence in our event, and is invest¬ 
ing thousands of dollars into a multi-media 
campaign which includes statewide bill¬ 


boards, TV spots and Facebook ads. We are 
their “poster child” this year for a success¬ 
ful Change the World event. 

Also, The United Methodist Foundation 
of Louisiana and Coca-Cola are serving as 

See Skeeter Run, page 3 


Becoming Fruitful Congregations 



Dr. Lovett Weems, 
director of the 
Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership 
of Wesley 
Theological 
Seminary in 
Washington, D.C., 
presented a work¬ 
shop for more than 
400 representatives 
from United 
Methodist churches 
throughout 
Louisiana on March 
3 in Alexandria. The 
purpose of the 
workshop, held at 
the Alexander 
Fulton Convention 
Center, was to offer 
the tools needed 
for churches to 
develop a vision for 
becoming fruitful 
congregations. 


Weems leads workshop for 400 plus United Methodists 


BY JENNIFER WRIGHT 
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR 
FOR FIRST UMC, ALEXANDRIA 

Dr. Lovett Weems, director of the 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership of 
Wesley Theological Seminary in 
Washington, D.C., presented a workshop 
for more than 400 representatives from 
United Methodist churches throughout 
Louisiana on March 3 in Alexandria. The 
purpose of the workshop, held at the 
Alexander Fulton Convention Center, 
was to offer the tools needed for churches 
to develop a vision for becoming fruitful 
congregations. “You cannot have leader¬ 
ship without change,” Weems stated. “We 
can’t become what we need to be by 
staying who we are.” 


The churches participating in the 
workshop represented congregations 
which had self-identified as “Rekindling 
the Vision” and “Faithful and Strong” 
during the Affinity Group process recent¬ 
ly led by Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
and the Appointive Cabinet. 

Weems opened with a reminder that 
while success is not a Biblical concept, 
fruitfulness is. He presented a model for 
churches to determine God’s next steps 
for them to become fruitful congrega¬ 
tions. 

First and foremost, churches must 
have a mission statement defining the 
reason for which they exist. Members of 
the congregation must share the same 
mission, and it should be written on the 


hearts of every member of that congrega¬ 
tion. 

Simply knowing the mission of the 
church, however, is not enough. A mis¬ 
sion statement doesn’t offer direction for 
what to do next. Weems says that the 
mission should serve as a “North Star,” a 
guide to explain what God is calling you 
to do. There are three important factors to 
take into account when considering that 
call. 

The first step is knowing who you are. 
Weems points to Isaiah 51:1b: “Look to 
the rock from which you were hewn, the 
quarry from which you were dug.” He 
states that “revitalization is not achieved 

See Weems page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


The Skeeter Run and the Duct Tape 


As most of you know, I get out most 
mornings and walk some four miles. I 
have been doing that since 1995 when I 
had quadruple bypass surgery and it 
became highly important that I exercise 
my body every day in order to keep my 
arteries as clear of plaque as possible. So 
far, so good! 

As I walk I am always trying to 
observe life around me and seeking to 
learn the lessons God might have for me 
in these living parables of everyday life. 

It is amazing what I am shown when I 
attentively listen to God’s visual teach¬ 
ings. 

Recently there has been a recurring 
visual lying on the ground in a neigh¬ 
bor’s yard that continues to call out to 
me to pay attention. It is a duct-tape 
cross! Lying where the trash cans usual¬ 
ly sit is this cross made of gray duct tape. 
For some reason it doesn’t get picked up 
and put in a garbage truck. Maybe that 
is because God wants me to pay special 
attention to it!?!?!? 

What good is a duct-tape cross? It 
isn’t sturdy - in fact it is quite flexible. 

It won’t look beautiful in any sanctuary 
of the church. It doesn’t look like it is 
made to last. In fact, it looks like some¬ 
thing that has been used to patch up a 
mistake, or to hold together something 
that is falling apart, or to serve only as a 
temporary worship symbol. But, then I 
wonder, is that a good image of the 
Cross of Jesus - a patch for a mistake, 
stability for the unstable, a temporary 
symbol of our worship that leads us 
beyond admiration of the object and pro¬ 
vokes us to get out in the world and do 
something to change the way things are? 

Perhaps a duct-tape cross is a good 
symbol for us! Perhaps it says “Shape 
your lives after this cross and apply your¬ 
self to correcting mistakes, holding 
together the things that are crumbling, 
and, most of all, focus on what you can 
do to get out in the world and change it 
rather than staying inside the walls of the 
church and holding on to the past instead 
of correcting the present! 

Here’s a great way to live out the the¬ 
ology of the duct-tape cross. The 
Skeeter Run that is coming up on April 
21!! Here’s a way for us to apply the 
cross to a tremendous need in our world 
and to make a great difference in the 
lives of millions of people. Instead of 
just sitting in the church where the cross 
is gilded, fixed, secure, and upon which 
we focus our attention, let’s take it out in 
the world in the form of duct tape and 
get some things done!! 

Now is the time for you to be register¬ 
ing to walk, run, work in some way, or 
ante up some sacrificial cash that we 
might help eradicate the killer disease of 
Malaria. We’re making progress you 
know! The death rate has dropped from 
one person every 30 seconds to one per¬ 
son every 60 seconds! Much of that is 


attributable to our 
efforts as a church as 
we have joined with 
organizations across 
the globe to get 
medicine and mos¬ 
quito nets available 
to the people in 
need. But there is so 
much more to do. 

We can’t stop until 
the disease is just a 
memory and never again a reality! 

That’s putting the cross where it belongs 
- correcting mistakes, holding life 
together, and focusing on what we need 
to be doing with the teachings of the One 
who died on that instrument of cruelty 
that we have turned into a symbol of our 
faith! 

I’ll be walking for Imagine NO 
Malaria! The Cabinet will be walking 
for Imagine NO Malaria. There will be 
eight places across Louisiana where 
United Methodists and guests will be 
walking/running for Imagine NO 
Malaria. We should be able to make a 
HUGE impact right here in our own 
“neck of the woods” and combine our 
efforts with others across the church to 
do our part in this fulfillment of our call¬ 
ing to heal the sick. 

If you can’t walk/run for Imagine NO 
Malaria, then you can give sacrificially 
to help raise the funds to do the neces¬ 
sary work. On April 22 I am asking that 
all of our churches give your congrega¬ 
tion a special opportunity to give of their 
monetary resources to help with this mis¬ 
sion. Please mark your calendars now 
for that date! 

So, here’s what we all need to do: 

1. Register for the Skeeter Run 
that will happen on April 2 1. HOST A 
SIGN-UP DAY IN YOUR CHURCH 
SO PEOPLE CAN GET REGIS¬ 
TERED EARLY!! Time is now of the 
essence!! 

2. Challenge folks in our church¬ 
es to put on their walking/running shoes 
and get out there in large numbers to 
make your witness that we are commit¬ 
ted to elimination of this disease. 

3. Prepare to receive a special 
offering on April 22, or any other day 
you think is best for your church, and let 
people give out of their bounty to this 
specific need of the world. 

So, lace up those running shoes and 
get ready to make your witness!! Who 
knows how many duct-tape crosses 
might be lining our routes that will say to 
us, “Well done, good and faithful ser¬ 
vants! ! You have truly understood what 
it means to Tift high the cross, and the 
love of Christ proclaim.’” 

In Christ’s love, 

&il ibhh***^ 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


UMCOR needs funds for tornado relief 


United Methodist Committee on Relief 
has been in contact with conference 
Disaster Response personnel in hard-hit 
areas, including Indiana, Kentucky, and 
Tennessee, and received initial early assess¬ 
ments of the damages caused by the severe 
weather that struck 12 states. 

UMCOR is posting updates to the web¬ 
site (www.umcor.org) and to the Facebook 
page (www. facebook. com/UMCOR) on a 
regular basis. Tom Hazelwood is also 
reporting from the field on Twitter 
(@TomUMCOR). 

UMCOR requests prayers for all who 
have been affected by these tornadoes and 


storms. Donations to US Disaster 
Response, UMCOR Advance #901670 will 
be used for the response. There is also an 
allowance for a sub-designation to 
Tornadoes 2012. 

Every local church is asked to take up a 
special offering for the relief effort as soon 
as possible. Ask donors to indicate 
Advance #901670 in the memo portion of 
the check. Readers who are not giving 
through a specific church can make checks 
out to the Louisiana Annual Conference, 
and send to 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 
LA 70802. 


In Memoriam 

Myrtle Smith 
1/26/2012 

Rev. Paul Guy Durbin 
2/17/2012 
Barbara Lawton 
3/6/2012 

Erma Thornton Adams 
3/8/12 


Gulf Shores condo available to active and retired clergy 


The Louisiana Annual Conference 
trustees now own a 70 percent share of a 
two-bedroom/ two-bath condo in Gulf 
Shores, thanks to the recent donations by 
Rev. Bill and Nancy Youngblood and Rev. 
Jimmie and Carol Caraway. The confer¬ 
ence trustees previously owned a 25 per¬ 
cent share through a donation made about 
six years ago by John Tyner, a member of 
Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge. 

The conference now has use of 36 and 
one half weeks per year of this condo. With 
the additional number of weeks available, 
rental of the condo is now open to active as 
well as retired clergy/surviving spouse 
members of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Conference employed clergy 


(those who get a W-2 from the Conference 
office) are NOT allowed to reserve this 
condo since the conference is an owner of 
the condo. 

The user fee donation for using the 
condo is $250 per week, plus the $65 
cleaning fee paid directly to the person 
who does this. The reservation weeks are 
from 4 p.m. on Friday to 8 a.m. the follow¬ 
ing Friday. All reservations must be made 
through Jewell Johnson, the receptionist at 
the conference office, by calling her at 
(225) 346-1646. Once you have made 
your week’s reservation and paid the $250 
user fee donation, you will be able to get a 
room key and policies for the use of the 
condo. 


Louisiana Conferenced^^? 
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Don Cottrill Provost 
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Skeeter Run, from page i 

corporate sponsors! 

So we must DO OUR PART! 

• If you physically can, sign up to par¬ 
ticipate in the Louisiana Skeeter Run, your¬ 
self! It promises to be lots of tun! And if 
you are unable to run or walk yourself, 
sponsor someone else in your church by 
paying their registration fee. 

• Plan an in-church or community 
screening of “A Killer in the Dark,” a DVD 
on Imagine No Malaria. 

It is important to get race participants 
signed up now! One easy way to get folks 
registered for the Skeeter Run is to host a 
“Sign Up for your Swat Team” day in the 
Fellowship area of your church. Set up a 


sign-up table (s) and ask church volunteers 
to use laptop computers to assist church 
members with the race registration process. 
Announce the sign-up day from the pulpit 
and in the church bulletin, newsletter and 
web sites. Ask people to come with credit 
card information and urge them to register 
that day. It is important that we get our 
members signed up as soon as possible so 
that race directors can have a better idea of 
participant numbers !! 

A microsite has been established at 
www.changetheworldla.org for event reg¬ 
istration. Cost is $25, but runners can reg¬ 
ister for an Early Bird fee of $20 if they 
register before April 7. Runners under the 
age of 18 register for $12, with an Early 


Bird fee of $10. 

Each District Superintendent now has 
copies of the DVD “A Killer in the Dark.” 
These are a free, and can be used in con¬ 
gregations to educate congregations on the 
devastating effects of malaria and the role 
played by Imagine No Malaria in eliminat¬ 
ing this killer disease. 

IMPORTANT CHANGE WITH 
THE SKEETER RUN! 

One of the Louisiana Skeeter Run loca¬ 
tions has been changed! 

The 5k and lmile run slated for 
Hammond, Louisiana has been cancelled. 
Any participants/churches that planned to 
sign up for this location are being asked to 
participant in either the Baton Rouge run or 


the New Orleans run. Information about all 
of the eight runs currently scheduled can be 
found on the registration microsite at 
www. changetheworldla. org 

United Methodist Communications has 
designed a beautiful t-shirt which will be 
given out to all Skeeter Run participants. 
Our very own Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson is shown wearing a shirt which 
is the color that will be used. The logo, 
shown above, will be printed on the back 
of the shirt. The front pocket logo is shown 
on the front page of this edition of the 
Louisiana Now!, and features our whimsi¬ 
cal mosquito which reminds us of the seri¬ 
ous global disease target by Imagine No 
Malaria. 


Three Baton Rouge pastors start outreach initiative using social media 



Revs. Juan Huertas, Katie McKay Simpson and Drew Sutton 


Three United Methodist pastors serving 
in Baton Rouge recently launched a cutting 
edge bible study and outreach initiative tar¬ 
geting young adults based in the capital 
city. 

Rooted Baton Rouge is the brainchild of 
Revs. Katie McKay Simpson, 29, Drew 
Sutton, 30, and Juan Huertas, 33. 

Participants in the six-week Lenten 
Bible study recently met at a mixer organ¬ 
ized by the three pastors and held at a 
downtown restaurant. This initial effort cul¬ 
minates in a “hands-on” mission event with 
and for inner city children on Saturday, 
March 24. 

Rooted Baton Rouge is using social 
media to promote and grow its efforts. A 
website (RootedBR.com) is used interac¬ 
tively within the study groups to determine 
what will be discussed weekly. Visitors to 
the site can view blog posts and find out 
information about meetings and events. 

Rev. Huertas, pastor of St. John’s United 
Methodist Church, believes that using 
social media to spread the Gospel is a very 
Wesleyan concept. “As pastors, we’ve been 
scratching our heads and asking ‘Where are 
the places of public discourse? Where are 
the fields where we can do public procla¬ 
mation? People no long sit on front porches 


or work in fields. Social media creates 
those spaces. John Wesley used the porches 
and fields to proclaim the Word of God.” 

Wesley would then gather those who 
were interested, said Rev. Huertas. “That is 
what we are doing with these seekers who 
came to the mixer. We are nurturing them 
through small groups and the Bible study. 
Although social media led them to us and 
helps us stay connected, the internet cannot 
be the ‘all-in-all.’ Relationships build 
through ‘face-to-face’ interaction.” 

These small group studies meet in a 
variety of locations in Baton Rouge and are 
led by lay volunteers. Revs. Huertas, 
McKay Simpson and Sutton visit the 
groups and offer guidance as the groups 
progress through the study, which follows 
the lectionary. 

“We are asking these young adults 
reflective questions. ‘What do you see in 
your neighborhoods? Where are the needs? 
How do you live out your faith in ways 
that are making a difference?” said Rev. 
Sutton, who serves as campus minister for 
the Wesley Foundation on LSU’s campus. 

Much like the small group meetings 
through Rooted Baton Rouge, John Wesley 
held class meetings to hold people account¬ 
able and find new leaders in the church, 


said Rev. McKay Simpson. “Rooted BR 
has a similar theory with the small groups. 
It’s rooted deeply in Methodist history,” 
she said. 

This city-wide ministry is an attempt to 
collaborate and share strengths with other 
churches or ministries, said McKay 
Simpson, associate pastor at First UMC. 
The group plans to resurrect Rooted Baton 
Rouge at various times of the year, and 


hopefully, encourage other denominations 
to join the ministry. 

“Our goal is to shape leaders and lead 
people into becoming better disciples of 
Christ. Through efforts like these, the 
world is transformed,” added Rev. Huertas. 
“The local congregation is important, but 
we must make other paths and methods for 
developing committed Christians who will 
make a difference in this world.” 
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Louisiana Annual Conference Camping Program: 



Istrouma: A history of camping 


Camp Istrouma has been around since 
the 1930’s when it opened as a Boy Scout 
Camp. It was then purchased by the 
United Methodist church in 1958. The 
camp is currently a year round Retreat 
Center and Camp. Registration for sum¬ 
mer camp is open to all children and youth 
without regard to race, color, or religion. 

This co-ed overnight camp features 
swimming, 100 foot water slide, 32 foot 
high climbing wall, hiking, canoeing, 
sports, crafts, skits, low ropes, talent 
shows, Bible Study, and amazing worship. 
We seek to provide campers with an excit¬ 
ing summer that produces growth spiritual¬ 
ly, mentally, socially, and physically. 

Our Camping Program is designed to 
develop an awareness of and appreciation 
for God’s world and our place in it, to fos¬ 
ter opportunities for Christian worship and 


fellowship, and to provide experiences liv¬ 
ing in a Christian community. Above all, 
our goal is to lead our children to Jesus 
Christ - not by words only - but our 
actions. 

Our carefully selected Christian staff 
provides a program designed to train young 
people in the way they should go. At the 
same time, the caring and fun staff demon¬ 
strates to campers the true joy of being a 
Christian. At Camp Istrouma we live out 
our motto: Developing Disciples, Forming 
Friendships and Impacting Lives Forever! 

Our campers are on a journey that is 
pushing them towards achievement and a 
greater understanding of themselves. On 
this journey they are offered friendship, 
encouragement, and the adventure of a life¬ 
time. 


Have Fun! Enjoy Camp this 
Summer! 


Summer Camp 2012 is around the corner. Our staff is eagerly awaiting the 
campers arrival. "Developing Disciples, Forming Friendships, and Impacting 
Lives Forever" is our motto. Please allow us to impact your camper's life with an 
unforgettable week of camp through this ministry of loving your camper and 
loving our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Registration is now opening! 


Please note the grades listed below represent the grade the camper will enter 

in the fall. 



Journey with Jesus 1 3rd 4th& 5th grade June 11th - 14th $280 

Great Games, Swimming, Cool Worship, Blob, Skits, Devotions, Canvas Slide, Crafts, Zip Line over the Lake, Hiking, Campfire and 
yummy Camp Istrouma Food. This is a great first or second time camp with our Friendly and Fun Counselors. Tons of fun awaits 
you! 


Discovering God 1 

4th 5th & 6th grade 

June 4th - 8th 

$300 

Discovering God 2 

4th 5th & 6th grade 

July 9th - 13th 

$300 

Climbing Tower, Low ropes course, Blob, Canvas Slide, Zip line, Interactive Bible Study, Skits, Talent Show, Great Games, 
Campfire with S'mores, Exciting Worship, New Friends. Come join the FUN! 

Pathfinders 1 

6th 7th & 8th grade 

June 18th - 22nd 

$300 

Pathfinders 2 

7th 8th & 9th grade 

June 25th - 29th 

$300 

Pathfinders 3 

6th 7th & 8th grade 

July 23rd - 27th 

$300 


Messy Mud Pit, Blob, Canvas Slide, Climbing wall, Low ropes, Hiking, Exciting Praise and Worship, Talent show, Zip line, Great 
Games, Awesome Small Group Studies, Campfire Cookout, and Camp Friends. We have been waiting for you all year! 


Senior SonRise 9th10th 11th & 12th grade July 16th - 20th $300 

Camp Friends, Great Counselors, Blob, Messy Mud Pit, Low ropes, Hiking, Climbing tower, Canvas Slide,Capture the Flag, 
Scavenger Hunt, Campfire with S'mores, Quiet time, Praise and Worship, Talent Show, Yummy food and Small Group.Jesus is 
calling your Name! 
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Experiencing the fun in a Christian environment 


CAMP USKICHITTO 2012 

Uskichitto Retreat Center in LeBlanc is one of three United Methodist camps in Louisiana. We serve the 
Alexandria, Acadiana and Lake Charles districts. URC is accredited by the American Camping 
Association, which means we follow more than 300 safety standards to ensure the wellbeing of our 
campers and retreat guests. We are one of only a handful of camping facilities in the state to have an 
ACA accreditation. New this summer, we are expanding our popular "Christian Survivor" program. This 
outpost camp puts campers sleeping outdoors in tents and cooking two meals each day over an open 
fire. Offering a unique opportunity to connect to God through nature, this camp will be offered every 
week of our summer season. Our summer schedule is as follows: 


July 13-14 (Friday - Saturday) June 11-15 (Monday - Friday) 


Faith Challengers 

Christian Survivor for Jr. High 

(9-12 years old) - 
(11-14 years old) - 

$255 

$255 

Jesus Explorers 

(5-8 years old) - 

$60 

June 18-22 (Monday - Friday) 

Cross Training 

Christian Survivor for Sr. High 

(11-14 years old) - 
(15-19 years old) - 

$280 

$255 

July 16-20 (Monday - Friday) 

Cross Training 2 

Adventures in Discipleship 2 
Christian Survivor for Older Elem. 

(11-14 years old) - 
(15-19 years old) - 
(9-12 years old) - 

$280 

$280 

$235 

June 25-29 (Monday - Friday) 
Adventures in Discipleship 
Christian Survivor for Older Elem. 

(15-19 years old) - 
(9-12 years old) - 

$280 

$235 

July 23-27 (Monday - Friday) 
Christian Survivor for Jr. High 

(11-14 years old) - 

$255 

July 9-13 (Monday - Friday) 

Faith Challengers 2 

Christian Survivor for Sr. High 

(9-12 years old) - 
(15-19 years old) - 

$255 

$255 

July 30- August 1 (Monday - Wednesday) 

Discovering God (7-10 years old) - 

$125 



Camp Caney 


Camp Caney is located in North Louisiana near Minden, La. Camp Caney has 17 
cabins surrounded by pine trees and sits on the edge of Caney Lake. We are here 
to provide camps to the children and youth of our cummunity. We also provide a 
unique and professional atmosphere for any business, church or group that 
wishes to use our facilities for meetings, conferences and retreats. 

Camp Caney has been serving the United Methodist Church in northern 
Louisiana for over 60 years. It experienced a few rough years but area churches 
recently came together to work hard on improving the camp. It has undergone a 
metamorphosis and is ready to serve the community once again. Camp Caney 
recently hired Matthew and Sarah "Say Say" Hankins to live at Caney year round. 
Matthew will serve as the full time camp manager and Sarah will serve as the 
summer camp coordinator. Matthew graduated from La. Tech with a Bachelors in 
Communication Design. Before coming to Caney he was managing a Shreveport 
Starbucks coffee shop. Sarah has a B.A. in Mathematics from U.T. Tyler, and is 
working on her Masters at Northwestern in Natchitoches. She is in her second 
year as a Geometry teacher at Green Oaks H. S. in Shreveport, and is the assis¬ 
tant softball coach for the Caddo Magnet Lady Mustangs. 

Caney's theme for this summer is "Give it all you got". We are focusing on mak¬ 
ing summer camp fun and faith based. We will discuss how we can use our time 
and talents for God and the importance of making giving the most important 
thing in our lives. 

Summer Camp Schedule: 

Pre- Camp June 15-17 Cost $100 
Jr/Sr High Camp #1 June 18-22 Cost $250 
Jr/Sr High Camp #2 June 25-29 Cost $250 
CCE July 9-14 Cost $265 (by invitation only) 

Grace Camp July 16-20 (by invitation only) 

Elementary Camp #1 July 23-27 Cost $250 
Elementary Camp #2 July 30-August 3 Cost $250 



For more information on Louisiana’s 
United Methodist camps visit: 


amp Caney: http://www.caneycamp.com/ 
p Istrouma: http://www.campistrouma. 
mn Uskichitto: httn:/ /www.camnurc.cc 


com/ 
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Discerners Academy slated for March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth 


The Discerners Academy, slated for 
March 23-25 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, is a conference offering for 
college students and second career persons 
asking about seminary, as well as just 
beginning to listen to God’s call in their 
lives. 

There will be small groups where they 
can ask questions and be led in discussions 
about discernment. Along the way, they 
will hear clergy persons telling of their 
journeys of discernment and how they 
began to respond to God’s call. They will 


hear about different clergy options such as 
Deacon, Elder, and part-time and full-time 
Local Pastor. 

“The Discerners Academy allows per¬ 
sons college-age and above to journey 
together as they seek to connect their call 
with their vocation,” said Rev. Carole 
Cotton Winn. 

Participants in the academy will: 

-Ask Questions 

-Experience what a seminary class 
might be like 

-Explore more deeply the process of dis¬ 


cernment 

-Meet others on the journey 

Present during the weekend are Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson as well as a 
District Superintendent, a deacon, an elder 
and a local pastor. Representatives from 
various seminaries will also be present. 

Participants will gather at The Wesley 
Center on Friday at 5 p.m. until Sunday at 
noon. 

Cost of the event is $80 (students $30) 

(Includes double occupancy room and 
all meals) 


Send the following information and 
your check made payable to “Louisiana 
Conference” to La. Conference Office, 527 
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802: 
Name, Address, and phone number(s) 
Email address 
Age 

Local church 

Name you want on your nametag 
Roommate preference 
Contact Rev. Carole Cotton Winn, cot- 
tonwinn@bellsouth.net or Linda Gregg, 
lindagregg@la-umc.org 


Older adult ministry workshops set for March in Baton Rouge and Pineville 


The Louisiana Annual Conference will 
host “Creative Ministries with Boomers 
and Older Adults” on March 22 at First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
and March 23 at First UMC in Pineville. 

Dr. Richard H. Gentler, Jr., director of 


the Center on Aging and Older Adult 
Ministries for the General Board of 
Discipleship, will serve as leader and pre¬ 
senter during the event. 

Both events will be held from 8:30 a.m. 
-3:30 p.m. 


Early Bird registration is $25 (before 
March 9), increasing to $30 (on March 10.) 
Lunch is included. Register online at 
http ://events. SignUp4.net/CreativeMinistrie 
s. 

Registration can be mailed in to 


Louisiana Conference Office, Attention: 
Rhonda Whitley, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana 70802. Make checks 
payable to “Louisiana Annual Conference, 
UMC.” 


Ezell to lead clergy spouse retreat slated for March 30-31 at The Wesley Center 


The 2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat will be 
held March 30 and 31 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, Louisiana. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is “The 
Balancing Act” and will be facilitated by 
our own Patti Ezell. 


Patti is a licensed professional counselor 
and licensed marriage and family therapist. 
She is married to Rev. Doug Ezell and they 
live in Lake Charles. Patti is herself a cler¬ 
gy spouse and will have much to share 
with participantnts in ways of keeping 


lives balanced in ministry and family. 

All clergy spouses-active, retired and 
surviving spouses—are invited to participate 
in this time set apart for fun, fellowship 
and restoration. Registration forms have 
been mailed to all clergy spouses and are 


available online at www.la-umc.org. 

For information about the event, please 
contact Paula Ford (225 ) 448-3297. 


“Every 



y Excellence” 

making with 

ANDY CROUCH 


March 23-24, 2012 

Kilpatrick Auditorium in the Smith Building 
Centenary College of Louisiana 


SCHEDULE 

Friday (6pm-9pm) • Saturday (9am-12pm) 
$75 registration 

For more information and registration, 



centenary.edu/clc/crouch 

or call 1 8.869.51 12 



Andy is the author of Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling , 
winner of Christianity Todays 2009 Book Award for Christianity and 
Culture. In 2011 he became special assistant to the president at 
Christianity Today International, where he has served as executive 
producer of the documentaries Where Faith and Culture Meet and 
Round Trip , and as editorial director of the Christian Vision Project. 
He serves on the governing boards of Fuller Theological Seminary and 
Equitas Group, a philanthropic organization focused on ending child 
exploitation in Haiti and Southeast Asia. He is also a member of the 
editorial board of Books & Culture , a senior fellow of the International 
Justice Missions IJM Institute, and a member of the Board of Advisors 
for the John Templeton Foundation. 


Don’t forget to sign up today for the Louisiana Skeeter RumChange the World 

at www.changetheworldla.org 
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Dr. Lovett Weems, director of the Lewis Center for Church Leadership of Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., presents a workshop for more than 400 
representatives from United Methodist churches throughout Louisiana on March 3 in Alexandria. Weems spoke about developing fruitful congregations. 


Weems, from page 1 

by forgetting our history, but from a 
renewed theology and an appreciation of 
the past and the culture. Renewal is not 
becoming something you have never been, 
but picking up the mantle and making it 
even better.” 

The second consideration for each 
church must be its strengths. Churches 
need to develop their strengths, not dwell 
on their problems. The key is to manage 
the weakest points while building on the 
assets. Weems asked churches to consider 
the following questions to determine their 
strengths: What is so good about your 
church that you hope it never changes? 
What does your church do as well as any 
other church, anywhere? What are the three 
greatest strengths of your church? By iden¬ 
tifying key strengths, churches can focus 
their efforts around these strong points. 

The third factor to consider is the popu¬ 


lation that comprises your neighbors. Who 
are the people God has given you and what 
are their needs? Weems observed that over 
time, many churches lose their focus on 
other people and begin to shift their focus 
inward. Churches often experience a grad¬ 
ual loss of outward movement and connec¬ 
tion, losing their pulse on the community 
around them. When considering the needs 
of this community, it’s important to have a 
current and accurate understanding of who 
the people are in the community - their 
concerns, needs and values. 

After considering these questions of 
identity, churches should glean the com¬ 
mon themes from their answers to deter¬ 
mine their own next faithful and fruitful 
step. These steps are as individual as each 
church; a step may seem small for one 
church but significant for a different 
church. The issue is not how big or grand 
the next step is; the important thing is for it 
to be the next faithful step. When churches 


take this faithful step, they will see God at 
work. Several years later, in hindsight, they 
will discover that the first step led them to 
a place they could never have imagined. 

Finally, Weems pinpointed the two most 
important words for fruitfulness: SO 
THAT. Good intentions, hard work and 
strong efforts don’t matter; instead, church¬ 
es need to measure the outcomes of those 
efforts, the fruits of those efforts. Studies, 
programs and activities should not be 
planned so they can be checked off a to-do 
list, but so they are achieving their intended 
purpose. For example, a church began a 
Saturday evening service so they could 
reach out to those who could not attend 
worship services on Sunday mornings and 
offer them a worship experience. Several 
months later, they realized that the people 
attending the service were the same people 
who had been attending Sunday morning 
services. The Saturday evening service 
was not achieving its desired purpose, but 


the church could still search for alternate 
ways to reach out to those who could not 
attend services on Sunday mornings. 

Weems also stressed for churches not to 
lose heart. Fruitfulness is the harvest. 
Although farmers go home at the end of 
most days with nothing to show for their 
work, there is a time for the harvest season. 
While churches should not expect immedi¬ 
ate results, they must have faith that the 
results will come over time. During the 
gathering worship, Bishop Whitfield refer¬ 
enced the story in Ezekiel of how God 
breathed life into dry bones. He assured the 
audience that “God, indeed, is bringing 
new life where you live and where you 
work; God is shaking and rattling in your 
community.” By following Weems’ model 
to identify God’s next steps for each 
church, congregations have the tools need¬ 
ed to begin identifying the vision for their 
church. 


Artist creates tribute to Katrina survivors 


Cornerstone United Methodist Church in New 
Orleans took time recently to remember Hurricane 
Katrina and its aftermath. The church is located in 
New Orleans East. As part of this service of 
remembering, the church, the congregation 
thanked God for providing everything needed for 
disaster recovery through the prayers, countless 
hours of volunteer time, and donations of cash and 
items needed for the recovery. 

A piece of art has been placed in the narthax of 
the church to commemorate all of “Katrina’s 
Angels.” The art was created by one of 
Cornerstone’s members who benefitted from 
many of the materials and skills that were used in 
the recovery. 

In part, the artist was inspired by Picasso’s 
Guernica but the piece tried to make a religious 
statement about how God responds through the 
actions of others. Looking down from the 
descending dove, one sees human arms and hands 
taking shape. 

Originally the place for the storm victim’s eye 
was to be filled by masonry that was dark and tur¬ 
bulent, remembering the hard times brought on 
by Hurricane Katrina. As the piece neared com¬ 
pletion, an alternative was considered- let the eye 
reflect the joy and thanksgiving of a people being 
rescued by God and God’s angels. In the end, the 
eye was left unfinished to allow persons to com¬ 


plete the piece in their imaginations. A statement 
placed next to the artwork is quoted here, in part: 
“An Offering of Art and Prose” 

“This commemorative piece was created out of 
meditations on the role of volunteers and others in 
our recovery from Hurricane Katrina in 2005. We 
are persuaded that God was the inspiration for 
their actions and this mode of operation is a prin¬ 
cipal means by which God acts in our world. We 
humans are in a position to put muscle behind the 
leadings of the Spirit. We were so blessed by all 
the prayers, concern and actions of others. By this 
image of God in action to the right, we thank 
those who responded to God’s calling and we 
remind ourselves to be God’s angels to others.” 

Below this statement is a listing of gifts and 
givers by individuals and groups or congregations. 

“Nearly all of you who read this article in the 
Louisiana Now\ were involved in the recovery of 
Cornerstone United Methodist Church along with 
other congregations in southeast Louisiana. Know 
that you are being thanked, even as we acknowl¬ 
edge the Spirit of God which spoke to your 
hearts,” wrote Rev. Andy Goff, pastor of 
Cornerstone UMC. 
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Merit Scholarship 
deadlines announced 

Two Louisiana Annual Conference 
United Methodist Merit Scholarships for 
$ 1,000 each are available to undergraduate 
students who will be attending Centenary, 
Dillard or another United Methodist relat¬ 
ed college or university in the fall of 2012. 
This scholarship is based on “merit/ 4 with 
the applicants demonstrating academic 
excellence, church participation, financial 
need, vocational preparation or other perti¬ 
nent criteria. These scholarships are par¬ 
tially funded from the United Methodist 
Student Day Offering taken each fall. 

Applications must be postmarked no 
later than April 18, 2012 and winners will 
be announced by May 15, 2012. 
Applications may be obtained by e- 
mailing RDON.ROSS@GMAIL.COM 
and requesting the Merit Scholarship 
Application. 


UM Foundation of LA 
offers free newsletter 

Managing personal finances in a God¬ 
honoring way should be a priority in the 
life of every Christian. There are more 
verses in the Bible about our relationship 
with material wealth than there are about 
hope, love and prayer combined! 

The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana offers a quarterly electronic 
newsletter as a personal finance resource to 
support and encourage people to wisely 
manage all that God has given them. 

The newsletter is a compilation of inter¬ 
esting and helpful articles by various writ¬ 
ers on topics such as building wealth, 
being a good consumer, debt reduction, 
budgeting, retirement planning and gen¬ 
erosity. 

Anyone interested in subscribing to the 
free newsletter may do so at the 
Foundation website at www.umf.org. The 
enrollment form can be found on the 
“Contact Us” page of the website, where 
subscribers must enter an email address to 
receive the newsletter. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial manage¬ 
ment, consultation and education, loans 
and grants. It is one of the largest United 
Methodist Foundations in the denomina¬ 
tion. 


Louisiana^ 
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This edition of the Louisiana Now! features the three United Methodist camping programs offered for children and youth in 
Louisiana. Camp Istrouma, Camp Caney and Camp Uskichitto offer fun, fellowship and opportunities for young people to 
grow in the faith. Find out more about these three programs by viewing pages four and five of this issue of the paper. And 
be sure to visit the camp websites, found on page five, for registration information. 
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Live Well... 


and Be Generous at the Same Time. 


“You might worry that today’s generosity could jeopardize 
your plans for a comfortable retirement. A charitable gift 
annuity lets you live well and give back at the same time.” 

kiplinger.com 

“ . . . more and more people are discovering these 
products as a neat solution to both their charitable 
intentions and their desire to create more reliable income 
in retirement.” The Wall Street Journal 


“Charitable gift annuities are gaining favor with 
retirement savers looking to blend their passions with 
pension-like financial security. Depending on your 
situation, they can offer attractive income and some nice 
tax breaks, even as they help favored causes.” 

The Chicago Tribune 


For a free, personalized annuity illustration, 
call us or go to our websitel 
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The Louisiana Skeeter Run: 
Change the World, slated for April 
21, is only two weeks away! 
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==-' BUILDING UP LEADERS FOR 
BUILDING UP TIIE WORLD 


Ephesians 4:11-1 2 


‘Building Up Leaders for Building Up the World’ is Conference theme 


Churches are signing up mem¬ 
bers, friends and folks from their 
communities to participate in this 
amazing event, which consists of 
eight 5K and 1 mile fun walk/runs 
on Saturday, April 21, 2012 bene- 
fitting Imagine No Malaria, our 
denomination’s global initiative 
dedicated to eradicating malaria 
worldwide. 

United Methodist 
Communications has great confi¬ 
dence in our event, and is sponsor¬ 
ing a multi-media campaign which 
includes statewide billboards, TV 
spots and Facebook ads. We are 
their “poster child” this year for a 
successful Change the World event. 

Most of our congregations are 
currently organizing groups or 
“swat teams” of runners/walkers. A 
number of churches plan to have 
teams of 50 runners or more! 

If gathering a group has been a 
challenge, we still want your 
church represented! Wouldn’t it be 
great if we had someone from 
EVERY church either running or 
walking! We hope to see every 
local church represented at one of 
the eight runs organized throughout 
our conference. Events are in 
Alexandria, Baton Rouge, 
Lafayette, New Orleans, Ruston, 
Shreveport, Sulphur and 
Thibodaux. Registration must be 
done on-line at www.changethe- 
worldla.org 

See you there!!!!!!!!!!!! 



The 2012 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held at 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. 
from June 3-6. 

“Building Up Leaders for Building Up 
the World” is the theme for this year’s 
event, with Ephesians 4:11-12 as the 
inspirational scripture for the theme. The 
conference and denominational focus this 
year is on developing principled leaders 
for the church. 

Worship services and guest teaching 
sessions by Rev. Adam Hamilton will 
reflect this theme and focus. He will 
address the conference on Sunday 
evening and Monday morning of confer¬ 
ence with “Leading Beyond the Walls.” 

Rev. Hamilton is the founding pastor 
of the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. The 
church has grown from four people in 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be col¬ 
lected with an emphasis on ministries 
beyond the boundaries of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. 

A collection for repairs needed to First 
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinberg 
will be taken Monday night during the 
Memorial Service held in the Gold Dome 
on Centenary’s campus. 


1990 to more than 16,000 adult members 
with an average weekly worship atten¬ 
dance of 8,6000 in 2011. 

Hamilton earned a Bachelors degree 
in Pastoral Ministry from Oral Roberts 
University and a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Perkins School of Theology 
at SMU. 

He has received the Denman Award in 
Evangelism and the Circuit Rider Award 
for excellence in church leadership. 

Hamilton was also named 
Distinguished Evangelist of The United 
Methodist Church by the Foundation for 
Evangelism. 

This will be our last annual conference 
session with Bishop Hutchinson as our 
episcopal leader. We have been blessed 
for 12 years with his wisdom and pastoral 
leadership. The Committee on the 
Episcopacy will lead us in our farewell to 


Our goal is to raise $100,000 for this 
important project which furthers our 
ongoing mission in Russia. 

Tuesday night’s offering taken during 
Ordination Service at First UMC, 
Shreveport will help with the cost of pro¬ 
viding our ordinands with a trip to the 
Holy Land. The Louisiana Conference 
has initiated a tour of the Holy Land 
every other year, with our new ordinands 


Bishop Hutchinson and his wife Kay 
Hutchinson. 

Our concern for the elimination of 
malaria worldwide will be lifted up dur¬ 
ing annual conference as churches and 
members celebrate Louisiana Skeeter 
Run: Change the World, a conference 
wide event slated for April 21. Proceeds 
from the statewide event benefit Imagine 
No Malaria, our denomination’s global 
initiative to eradicate malaria. 

A special report will be presented to 
the session in regard to conference fund¬ 
ing for the future. The report will come 
from the Strategic Vitality Task Force in 
cooperation with the Conference Council 
on Finance and Administration. 

Dr. Marcia McFee is our consultant 
and worship leader for this session. She is 
an author, worship designer and leader, 
professor, preacher and artist. Marcia 


as special guests. This experience will 
enrich the ministry of new pastors during 
their time in ministry among us, and will 
enhance their spiritual journey of faith. 

A number of our ordinands who trav¬ 
eled to the Holy Land with Bishop 
Hutchinson in January have written their 
impressions of the trip. They are reported 
on page three of this edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 


Conference offerings focus on Russian church, trip to Holy Land 
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ON THE JOURNEY 
Imagine No Malaria 


Below are printed some excerpts from 
articles on the Imagine No Malaria 
website, www.imaginenomalaria.org I 
share this information as we prepare for 
our conference wide outreach event, the 
Louisiana Skeeter Run: Change the 
World. Proceeds from the 5k and 1 mile 
walk/ runs scheduled for eight locations 
on April 21 will help this denominational 
initiative to eradicate malaria world 
wide. Don l forget to register and walk or 
run with us in one of the eight events 
later this month. Sign up at 
www. changetheworldla. org 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 

Imagine no malaria? That is not hard. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), malaria was considered 
to be eradicated in the United States in 
the 1950’s; yet the CDC also reports that 
around 1,500 cases are reported each 
year in the United States. Aside from 
those who travel to areas that are at high 
risk for contracting malaria, most who 
live in the United States are at minimal 
risk for becoming infected. 

But this is not the case for people who 
live in other areas of the world. The 
CDC reports that each year, 350-500 
million people contractmalaria, and over 
a million die from the disease. The 
World Health Organization estimates that 
between 708,000 and 1,003,000 people 
died from malaria in 2008. Ninety per¬ 
cent of these deaths occurred in sub- 
Saharan Africa; and sadly, most of them 
were children under five years of age. 
Every 60 seconds, a child in Africa dies 
from malaria. 

Worldwide, malaria is the fifth lead¬ 
ing cause of death, after respiratory 
infections, HIV/AIDS, diarrheal diseases, 
and tuberculosis; in Africa, death from 
malaria is second only to HIV/AIDS. 
Half of the world’s population—3.3 bil¬ 
lion people—live in areas at risk of 
malaria transmission. These sobering sta¬ 
tistics call Christians in the United States 
and around the world to do something to 
end the suffering. 

We’re confident we can truly help 
overcome malaria in Africa. Why? 
Because we get results. 

Our team of malaria experts in Africa 
have been working tirelessly in this life- 
and-death fight to improve the healthcare 
infrastructure so a sustained victory over 
malaria will be possible. Thousands of 
miles of travel, countless meetings and 
plenty of sleepless nights have helped 
achieve a great deal in a very short time. 

For more than 160 years, The United 
Methodist Church has operated hospitals 
and clinics throughout Africa. Our facili¬ 


ties are a vital and 
trusted part of the 
healthcare delivery 
system on the conti¬ 
nent. Where the road 
runs out, we are 
there. Beyond the 
reach of many aid 
organizations and in 
many cases, even 
governments. 

Just last year, we helped train health 
boards in Zimbabwe, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone and Democratic Republic 
of Congo. These health boards will 
oversee the planning and implementation 
of in-country malaria programs. 

Bed nets? Yeah, we delivered those 
too. In April 2010, in a multi-faith 
effort, more than 25,000 insecticide-treat¬ 
ed bed nets were distributed in 
Lubumbashi, of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Another coordinated effort 
provided 5,000 bed nets to families in 
Nyadire, Zimbabwe. And in November, 
we were part of a huge, multi-organiza¬ 
tion effort that distributed more than 2 
million nets in Sierra Leone. Our part 
included providing 640,000 bed nets, 
including more than 400,000 to families 
in the Bo District, in the northeast part of 
the country. 

The best part? More than 3,500 local 
workers were trained to survey, distrib¬ 
ute, install and teach people about proper 
net usage. Local people. Working in 
their own communities. 

Working side-by-side with local com¬ 
munities, national departments of health, 
other non-profits (like Nets For Life, 
UNICEF, International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies) is pre¬ 
cisely the way we will beat this disease. 

United Methodist congregations will 
participate in an event called Change 
the World. The concept for the Change 
the World event originated with the 
Reverend Mike Slaughter, lead pastor at 
Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, 

Ohio. In his book Change the World, he 
calls congregations to take the church 
into the world instead of coaxing the 
world into the church. Inspired by his 
concept, the Change the World event in 
April was created as part of the Rethink 
Church campaign in partnership with 
The United Methodist Publishing House 
and Imagine No Malaria, a United 
Methodist effort to eliminate deaths 
caused by malaria. 

These Change the World events will 
connect United Methodists all over the 
world in local and global service in the 
fight against malaria. 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


2012 Pre-Conference Meeting Schedule 
2012 Annual Conference Theme 


“Building 

Up Leaders for Building 

Up the World” 

ACADIANA 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

Asbury UMC, Lafayette 

101 Live Oak Blvd 

Lafayette 


Sunday, May 06, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 

Magnolia UMC 

128 Johnson Ridge Lane 
Thibodaux 

ALEXANDRIA 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

First Pineville UMC 

2550 Monroe Hwy 

Pineville 

BATON ROUGE 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge 
544 Government Street 
Baton Rouge 

LAKE CHARLES 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

First Welsh UMC 

306 N Adams Street 

Welsh 

MONROE 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

2:00 p.m. 

First West Monroe UMC 

1411 Glenwood Drive 

West Monroe 

NEW ORLEANS 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

Cornerstone UMC 

5276 Bullard Avenue 

New Orleans 

SHREVEPORT 

Sunday, May 06, 2012 

3:00 p.m. 

First Bossier UMC 

201 John Wesley Blvd 
Bossier City 


Lathan to preach 2012 memorial service 


Rev. Roger Lathan 
will serve as speaker 
for the Memorial and 
Communion Service at 
the 2012 Louisiana 
Annual Conference at 
Centenary College in 
Shreveport. 

The service will be 
held Monday, June 4 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Gold 
Dome. 

Rev. Lathan holds a 



Rev. Roger 
Lathan 


Bachelors degree from Bishop College in 
Dallas, Tex. and a Masters degree in 
Theology from Perkins. 

Rev. Lathan served the Acadiana 
District as superintendent just prior to his 
current appointment as pastor for Jefferson 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. 
He has also served on numerous confer¬ 
ence wide and district boards and agencies. 

Rev. Lathan is married to Sedonia 
Phillips Lathan of Baldwin, Louisiana. 

He is retiring as of this annual con¬ 
ference. 


Louisiana Conferenced^? 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Agenda 

2012 Annual Conference 


4 Building Up Leaders for Building Up the World’ 

(Subject to change) 


Sunday, June 3 


Tuesday, June 5 

4:00 pm 

Registration Training 

6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 

4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

Boards and Agencies - see 


Ampitheater 


schedule of meetings 


(Sponsored by UMM) 

4:30 pm-5:30 pm 

New Member Orientation 

7:00 am 

Laity Breakfast 


for Lay & Clergy - 

8:00 am-Noon 

Late Registration 


Brown Chapel 

8:15 am 

Gathering Music 

5:00 pm-6:45 pm 

Registration begins 

8:30 am-9:00 am 

Morning Worship 



9:00 am 

Business Session #2 

6:15 pm 

Teller Training 


Prayer 

7:00 pm 

Opening Worship with 


Committee on the Journal 


Communion - Gold Dome 

9:10 am 

Lay Leader Address 

7:45 pm 

Session 1 -Developing 

9:35 am 

Stand Up Break 


Principled Christian 

9:45 am 

Board of Ordained Ministry 


Leaders 


Report #1 


Leading Beyond the Walls 

11:15 am 

BREAK 


Rev. Adam Hamilton 

Noon 

LUNCH BREAK 

9:00 pm 

Closing Prayer and 


Retirees Luncheon 


Dismissal for the Evening 

1:45 pm 

2:00 pm 

Gathering Music 

Business Session #3 

Monday, June A 

l 

Prayer 

6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 


Retirees Recognition #1 


Ampitheater 


CFA 


(Sponsored by UMM) 

4:00 pm 

BREAK 

8:00 am-5:00 pm 

Registration continues 


Courtesy Committee 

Report 

8:30 am 

Gathering Music - Gold 

5:00 pm 

DINNER BREAK 


Dome 

7:00 pm 

Pre-Service Music - First 

8:45 am-10:00 am 

Session II -Developing 


UMC, Shreveport 


Principled Christian 

7:30 pm 

Ordination Service - First 


Leaders 


UMC, Shreveport 


Leading Beyond the Walls 


Reception Following 


Rev. Adam Hamilton 


Service 

10:00 am 

BREAK 


Bain Hall, First UMC, 

10:30 am 

Gathering Music 


Shreveport 

10:45 am-Noon 

Session III -Developing 




Principled Christian 

Wednesday, June 6 


Leaders 

Leading Beyond the Walls 

6:45 am 

Morning Prayer - 


Rev. Adam Hamilton 


Ampitheater 

Noon 

LUNCH BREAK 


(Sponsored by UMM) 


Extension Ministries 
Luncheon 

8:15 am 

Gathering Music 

1:30 pm-3:30 pm 

Clergy Executive 

8:30 am-9:00 am 

Morning Worship 


Session - Brown Chapel 

9:00 am 

Business Session #4 


Laity Session - Gold Dome 


Prayer 

4:00 pm 

Business Session #1 - 


Committee on the Journal 


Gold Dome 


Conference Board of 


Welcome 


Trustees 


Prayer 


Retirees Recognition #2 


Roll Call 


Passing of the Mantle 


Motions from Secretary 

10:10 am 

BREAK 


Motions/Rules of Order 


Courtesy Committee 


Adoption of Agenda 


Report 

Prayer 


Episcopal Committee 

Noon 

LUNCH 


Report #1 

1:45 pm 

Gathering Music 

4:30 pm 

The Episcopal Address 

2:00 pm 

Business Session #5 


Bishop William W. 

2:35 pm 

Service of Sending Forth 


Hutchinson 


and Deconsecration of 

5:25 pm 

Courtesy Committee 


Space 


Report 


Fixing of Appointments 


Closing Prayer 


Departure 

5:30 pm 

Dinner Break 


New Boards and Agencies 

7:00 pm 

Pre-Service Music - Gold 
Dome 


- see schedule of meetings 

7:30 pm 

Memorial Service - Gold 




Dome 


UM clergy golf tournament slated April 17 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Clergy Open Tournament is slated for 
April 17 at Links on the Bayou in 
Alexandria, La. 

The event features a 12:30 p.m. put¬ 
ting contest, followed by a shotgun start 
at 1 p.m. 

An awards dinner will take place 
immediately following the tournament at 
First UMC in Pineville. The registration 


fee is $65 for clergy and $100 for lay 
sponsors. The registration deadline is 
April 16. 

A brochure outlining details for the 
event can be found on the conference 
website at www.la-umc.org 

This event is open to all United 
Methodist cergy and their guests. Please 
call Brian Mercer at (318) 243-3975 for 
additional information. 


Annual Conference, from page i 

combines her background in professional 
companies of music, theater and dance 
with a variety of worship and preaching 
styles in order to bring a fresh experience 
of the Gospel to each worship setting. She 
has provided worship design and leader¬ 
ship at numerous national and regional 
gatherings. Dr. McFee is guiding the 2012 
General Conference worship committee as 
she did for the 2008 General Conference. 
She is a graduate of Saint Paul School of 
Theology and a Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies 
at the Graduate Theological Union. 

Special services will be featured during 
the conference. Rev. Roger Lathan, pastor 
of Jefferson United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, will preach the Memorial 
and Communion service on Monday night 


at 7:30 p.m. in the Gold Dome. The 
Service of Ordination and Commissioning 
will be held Tuesday evening at 7:30 p.m. 
at First UMC in Shreveport with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson serving as speaker. 

A brief worship and Consecration of 
Space, along with Holy Communion, will 
be celebrated at 7 p.m. on Sunday night 
immediately before Rev. Hamilton’s teach¬ 
ing session. 

Highlights of the conference include the 
episcopal address by Bishop Hutchinson on 
Monday afternoon; the Passing of the 
Mantle service on Wednesday afternoon; 
and the fixing of appointments at the close 
of annual conference on Wednesday. 


Ordinands recall memories of Holy Land trip 


Twenty ordinands with the Louisiana 
Annual Conference traveled Jan. 11-20 
with Bishop William W. Hutchinson and a 
group of United Methodists to the Holy 
Land. 

The Louisiana Conference has initiated 
a tour of the Holy Land every other year, 
with our new ordinands as special guests. 
This experience enriches the ministry of 
new pastors during their time in ministry 
among us, and will enhance their spiritual 
journey of faith. 

Each year during the annual conference 
session, a special collection is taken to 
assist with the cost of providing our ordi¬ 
nands with this tour to the Holy Land. 

A number of our ordinands who trav¬ 
eled to the Holy Land with Bishop 
Hutchinson in January have written their 
impressions of the trip. They are as fol¬ 
lows: 

From the shores of Galilee to the heart 
of the old city of Jerusalem, our Holy Land 
adventure allowed us to experience the 
Living Christ in ways that will nourish our 
ministries for a lifetime. Life is a journey, 
not a destination .- Lane Cotton Winn 

Walking in the steps of Jesus was truly 
a life-changing experience. It not only 
strengthened me personally, but I have no 
doubt it made me a stronger pastor. Thank 
you to all who provided the time and 
resources to make this trip possible! 

~ John Robert Black 

I believe my favorite site was the Sea 
of Galilee. As we sat in a large boat I 
could feel Jesus' presence in the total still¬ 
ness of the water and the quiteness of the 
air. I could envision Jesus and his disciples 
sitting in a boat and a storm coming up. I 
could hear Him saying "Peace Be Still". 

~ Rita Chiasson 

What a great experience: seeing, hear¬ 
ing, touching, even smelling those places 
where our Lord worked and prayed, healed 
and served, died and rose again! This was 
a wonderful way to connect personally and 
concretely to the great story of God we 
have read in Scripture and I was honored 
to share this experience with my wife, col¬ 
leagues, and bishop. 

~ Daniel M. Hixon 

It's difficult in a few words to summa¬ 
rize a powerful experience, and yet it isn't. 
When someone says "Capernaum," or 
"Bethlehem " or "Jordan," my mind is 
flooded with life-changing images. So, all 


one needs to say to me is "Jerusalem," and 
I can feel it. ~ Matt Rawle 

What has stuck with me is the image of 
wilderness. Entering the narrative of Jesus ’ 
forty days in the wilderness will never be 
the same: the stark nothingness and the 
deep mystery of those barren hills and 
rocky ravines of Jericho, Qumran, and 
Masada are vivid and haunting. I under¬ 
stand now why we take to the wilderness to 
confront our demons and to find God. And 
such wilderness also reminds me why it is 
so necessary to have companions for the 
journey! 

~ Shannon Sandifer 

”Can you imagine standing in the spot 
where Jesus taught his Disciples? Well, I 
don't have to imagine it anymore. That 
moment is forever etched in my mind." 

~ Clifton Conrad 

What an experience; beautiful, exhila¬ 
rating (especially the cable ride up to the 
highest mountain!); enlightening; spiritual¬ 
ly uplifting, and just an adventure. 

~ Dianne Wooden 

The trip to the Holy Land has changed 
my ministry. When I read Scripture I see 
the places and I remember the experience 
of being in the land in which Jesus spent 
his life and where he ministered. Scripture 
comes alive for me in a different way as I 
imagine the land in which Jesus walked.. 

~ Kathy C. Fitzhugh 

No longer will names like Nazareth, 
Capernaum, Bethlehem, Jericho, and 
Jerusalem be mere references on a biblical 
map. My pilgrimage to the Holy Land has 
enabled me to connect to these places and 
many more and my ministry will take on a 
new dimension because of my experiences. 

~ Lewis Morris 

The landscape of the country with the 
mountains, hills, valleys, waterways & 
population is a first impression and a last¬ 
ing impression because it reminds me that 
Jesus walked some very difficult steps 
while he lived this physical life. 

~ Eddie Carpenter 

I have touched the place of Jesus' birth, 
walked the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
renewed my baptism at the Jordon, prayed 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, experienced 
the darkness of the cell in the House of 
Caiaphas, climbed the steps to Golgotha, 
and celebrated Holy Communion at the 
Garden Tomb. I'll never be the same again. 

~ Gloria Youngblood 
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Hundreds attend conference youth events 



More than 400 attended Confirmation Day with the Bishop on March 10, top, and close 
to 270 Senior High youth from all over the conference gathered at The Wesley Center 
Feb. 17-19 and Feb. 24-26 for the annual Senior High retreats. 


Hats Off To You: A Farewe!) Luncheon for Kay Hutchinson 

2012 Clergy Spouse and Surviving Spouses Luncheon 

June 12:00 

Hrandmoor Linked Methods Church 
37 IS ioutee Dr. 
snrevepon, la nws 

Cest- SI5.00 ■ Make cheek* p£y*b&e to Shreycti&rt pisfrict-UMC 
Clergy-spouse luncheon wrstteo in the note section 
Mail this completed Form end check Co: 

Marcia Avery 
839 Monf &Vifi Si 
Shr^vepqrL LA 71106 

Please mail payment by May 14th 

Last Name_ Flcst Name_ 

Addles*_ C iCy_ 

Zip Code__ Email Address:__ 


Phone: |_J 

Dislritt_ 

Church f|ame_ 


Remember to wear your hi>E ED The luncheon and male SpOuSeS wear yd jr best and m&SE dapper chapeau 




A reunion of all the District Superintendents that have served under Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson was held in Ruston March 26-27. The group is pictured in front of a home 
formerly owned by T. L. James of Ruston. The 2012 Louisiana Annual Conference slat¬ 
ed for June 3-6 at Centenary in Shreveport will be our last annual conference session 
with Bishop Hutchinson as our Episcopal leader. We have been blessed for 12 years 
with his wisdom and pastoral leadership. The Committee on the Episcopacy will lead us 
in our farewell to Bishop Hutchinson and his wife Kay Hutchinson. 


EARLY RESPONSE TRAINING 



SATURDAY, MAY 19, 2012 
9:00 AM—4:00 PM 


Registration $25.00 
(includes meal, day fee, snacks 
and materials) 


Wesley Center, 

Woodworth, LA 

Think Volunteer Fire 
Department: If you are willing 
to skip your grandchild’s birth¬ 
day party when another commu¬ 
nity is hit by disaster.. .come to 
this training. 


FOR REGISTRATION CONTACT LAVIM 
225 . 346.1646 
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Run, Skeeter. Run!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

A ‘pesky’ mosquito (AKA Meghan Backstrom, member of University UMC in Baton 
Rouge) creates a ‘buzz’ for the April 21 Louisiana Skeeter Run during the conference 
wide laity retreat held March 16-17 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. Meghan is 
shown with Gil Rendle (keynote speaker), Bishop William W. Hutchinson, Conference 
Lay Leader Dr. Sarah Kreutziger and Rev. Don Provost, provost. All participants in the 
Skeeter Run, whether walking or running, will receive a t-shirt bearing the design 
shown, right. Register today atwww.changetheworldla.org 




VfeW.We, 


i \ 1 t * i i i t /, 



'/ /• RETHINK 




ChangeTheWorldLa.org 


iOD 


IMA6WE NO MALARIA 


Clergy children from segregation era reunited at Connectional Table meeting 


BY J. RICHARD PECK 

Fifteen-year-old Mary Brooke Oliphint 
was sitting in the congregation during a 
June 1971 ceremony that united the Anglo- 
American Louisiana Annual (regional) 
Conference with the African-American 
Louisiana Conference. 

Eleven-year old Stephen Handy was at 
home, but his mother attended the ceremo¬ 
ny that celebrated the merger of what then 
were called Conference A and Conference 
B. The ceremony came after The United 
Methodist Church’s 1968 uniting confer¬ 
ence that formally disbanded the racially 
constituted Central Jurisdiction. 

Stephen’s father, the Rev. W.T. Handy, 
was director of personnel services at the 
United Methodist Publishing House and 
chair of the Louisiana Conference Board of 
Ministry for Conference B. He was the first 
African-American executive for the pub¬ 
lishing agency in Nashville, Term. 

The Rev. Benjamin Oliphint was pastor 
of University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge for Conference A and a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Methodist Board of Education. 

The two men represented clergy of the 
two annual conferences during the worship 
service at Centenary College in Shreveport, 
La. 

Fathers consecrated bishops 

Nine years later, Mary Brooke and 
Stephen were in the congregation when 
their fathers were consecrated bishops dur¬ 
ing the 1980 session of the South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference. On that occa¬ 
sion, W.T. Handy, 56, was a superintendent 
in the Louisiana Conference, and Oliphint, 
56, had transferred to the North Texas 
Conference, where he served First United 
Methodist Church in Dallas. 

Oliphint led United Methodists in the 


denomination’s Houston, Kansas and 
Louisiana areas during the next 12 years. 
He was instrumental in helping to start 
Africa University, the United Methodist- 
related school in Zimbabwe. After retiring 
from the active episcopacy in 1992, 
Oliphint co-chaired a task group that devel¬ 
oped the Methodist Global Education Fund 


for Leadership Development. He died in 
2007. 

Handy served the Missouri Area and 
returned to the Publishing House, where he 
served as chaplain after his 1992 retire¬ 
ment. On behalf of the Council of Bishops, 
Handy helped develop "In Defense of 
Creation,” a churchwide initiative on 


nuclear disarmament, launched in 1986. He 
served on a committee that developed a 
new United Methodist Hymnal, released in 
1989. He died in 1998. 

Adult children reunited 

The adult children of the two bishops 
reunited during a March meeting of the 
Connectional Table in Nashville. 


Mary Brooke Oliphint Casad is the 
executive secretary of the Connectional 
Table. The Rev. Stephen Handy, pastor of 
125-year-old McKendree United Methodist 
Church in downtown Nashville, was invit¬ 
ed to preach at a worship service for the 
60-member coordinating body and its three 
staff members, including Casad. 


During the service, Handy, the first 
African-American pastor at McKendree, 
told how church attendance had declined 
from the 1980s to the early 2000s. For 
many years, 95 percent of the 200-member 
congregation was upper-middle-class 
Anglo-American. When Handy became 
pastor in 2009, demographics of the faith 
community began to change. In 2012, 65 
percent are Anglo, 30 percent are African 
American and 5 percent are from other eth¬ 
nic groups. 

“We are a multigenerational and multi¬ 
cultural congregation on purpose,” said 
Handy. “We have partnered with the 
Metropolitan Homelessness Commission 
and with the Veterans Administration to 
help eliminate homelessness in downtown 
Nashville where there are 4,000 displaced 
people every night.” 

After the service, Casad and Handy 
hugged one another and recalled the shared 
histories. 

“Hearing Stephen preach was incredibly 
moving for me as I recalled our families’ 
long friendship,” said Casad. “I remem¬ 
bered the 1971 merger celebration when 
our fathers embraced and rejoiced at the 
two conferences becoming one. I remem¬ 
bered serving on the Hymnal Revision 
Committee with Bishop Handy. This long 
friendship continues with the common goal 
of carrying on our fathers’ legacies of serv¬ 
ice to the church.” 

“God continues to offer an invitation for 
all people to form the beloved community 
where difference/diversity is embraced and 
celebrated, grace is extended, love is 
shared, and ultimately, God is glorified,” 
said Handy. “My prayer is for The United 
Methodist Church to live deeper and more 
intentional into being united as part of the 
body of Jesus Christ.” 



The Rev. Stephen Handy and Mary Brooke Oliphint Casad renew their lifelong friend¬ 
ship during a March meeting of the Connectional Table in Nashville, Tenn. 
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Schedule of Meals for 
Annual Conference 


Monday. June 4. 2012 

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses 

12:00 Noon 
Broadmoor UMC 
Cost $15.00 
RSVP: Marcia Avery 

839 Monrovia Street 
Shreveport, 71106 or email 
jwilson@centenary.edu 

Extension Ministry 

12:30 pm 

Edwin Whited Room Centenary Cafeteria 
Cost: $15.00 

Speaker: Bishop Hutchinson 
RSVP: Kathy at (225) 346-1646 by 
May 27th or email 
enixmore@bellsouth.net 

Traditional Wesleyan Fellowship 

12:15 pm 

First UMC, Shreveport 
Hunter Bldg, Room 101 
Cost: $10.00 

Speaker: Rev. Pat Day 
Contact Woody Hingle via email 
nnhiii@bellsouth.net 

Centenary Alumni 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 

Strawn’s on King’s Hwy RSVP Needed 
RSVP: Warren Clifton 

wclifton@centenary.edu 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

5:45 pm 

St. Luke’s UMC 

By Invitation Only 

6012 Youree Drive 

RVSP: johnedd@la-umc.org 

Saint Paul School of Theology 

5:30 pm 
Noel UMC 
Cost: $8.00 
RSVP: John Cannon 
(318) 377-1483 
Flint Shea 

318-221-5207 or email 
revcannon@hotmail.com or 
flint@noelumc.org 
SpeakenDr.F.Douglas Power, Jr. 

Tuesday, June 5, 2012 

Laity Breakfast 

7:00 am 

Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Cost $15.00 

Speaker: Bishop Hutchinson 
Tickets are available from your 
District Lay Leader 

Order of Deacons/DiaconaI Ministers 

7:00 am 

Centenary Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Cost: $10.00 

RSVP: Bernadine Johnson 
(225) 931-7924 or email 
johns.bern@gmail.com 
Registration deadline May 30th 


COSROW 

12:00 noon 
Cost: $16.00 

Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Purchase your tickets online at 
http://events.SignUp4.com/csrwlunch11 

Retirees Luncheon 

12:15 pm 
Noel UMC 

RSVP: Not necessary 

Gammon Alumni Dinner 

5:00 pm 
St. Paul UMC 
Cost: $12.00 

Speaker: Albert Mosely, 
President 

RSVP: James Graham 
218 Suzanne Drive 
Shreveport, LA 71115 or email 
jgraham993@aol.com 

Multicutural-Handy Dinner 

5:15 pm 
TBA 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary 

5:15 pm Monjuni’s 
1315 Louisiana Avenue 
RSVP: Heather 
(337) 499-7197 or email 

hhaussler@yahoo.com 

Asbury Alumni 

5:15 pm 

First Shreveport UMC 
Cost: $15.00 

RSVP: John Robert Black 
(318) 560-7857 or email 
rumc_pastor@bellsouth.net 

Perkins Alumni 

5:30 pm 

First Shreveport UMC 

Cost: $20.00, free for current Perkins 

Students 

RSVP: Sarah Williams Shoup 
(225) 766-4594 or (337) 842- 
1241 or email 

sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com 

Duke Alumni 

5:30 pm 

First UMC, Hunter Bldg., Room 103 
Cost: $15.00 

Mail check to: Jonathan Beck 
1st UMC, PO Box 1567 
Shreveport, LA 71165 

Wednesday. June 6. 2012 

4th Day Breakfast 

7:00 am 

Broadmoor UMC Anderson Hall (Gym) 
Cost: Donation 

United Methodist Men 

11:45 pm 

Whited Room, Centenary Cafeteria 
Cost: $16.00 


r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — -i 

| 2012 JOURNAL ORDER FORM j 

I One Journal will be mailed to each retired, unappointed LA Conference | 
i clergy and surviving spouse courtesy of Conference Board of Pensions. i 

i All others will need to purchase a Journal if you wish to receive one. I 

1 It will also be available as a PDF file at the conference website. 1 

Deadline to order: July 31, 2012 

Name: _ 

| Address: _ 

| City:_ State:_ 

i Zip Code:_ Phone: (_)_ 

i Email:_ i 

i Journals ordered by June 6, 2012 will be $10.00 i 

i Journals ordered after Annual Conference will be $15.00 i 

i *The purchase price this year includes mailing of the Journal! i 

i Journals Ordered by 6/6/12: _ x $10.00 = $_ ■ 

1 Journals Ordered after 6/6/12:_ x $15.00 = $_ 

CD’s Ordered: _x $ 5.00 = $_ 

] Total: $_ 

Please make checks payable to: La. Annual Conference 

, Send payment and order form to: 

i ATTN: Patti Perkins, LA Annual Conference Office, i 

527 North Blvd, Baton Rouge LA 70802 

i You may also register and pay the $20 registration fee online by | 
i going to the Conference website — wwwJa-umc.org i 


Petitions Committee sets May 27th deadline 


Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any elected group of a local 
church or District, is eligible to petition the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Those who wish may send petitions to 
present to the Louisiana Conference to the 
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions, 
Rev. Roger Templeton, preferably by email 
at louisianaroger@gmail.com. Petitions 
may also be mailed to Roger at 1500 
Country Club Rd., Lake Charles, LA 
70605, by no later than May 27, 2012. 

Conference Rules Article I: General 
Rules for the Conference, Section G 
Committee on Petitions states that any 

Media deadline 
set for May 17th 

The deadline for getting all media 
or other information to be pre¬ 
sented on the screens during the 
2012 La. Annual Conference is 
May 18, 2012. 

All information must be sent to: 
Rhonda Whitley, 

La. Conference Area Offices, 

527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, 

LA 70802, by May 18. 


Petition proposed by an individual member 
or a duly elected body of the local church 
or a district shall first be presented to the 
Committee on Petitions no later than seven 
(7) days prior to the opening session of the 
Annual Conference. The committee shall 
meet to review all petitions presented to it 
and assign them to the proper body for 
consideration by such body when it meets 
on the opening day of the Annual 
Conference. Each body to which a petition 
is thus assigned shall make recommenda¬ 
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence 
therewith when it makes its report to the 
Conference. 

Pre-conference 

report 

available online 

All clergy and lay members 
attending Annual Conference are 
encouraged to download their 
copy of the 2012 Pre-conference 
report from the conference web¬ 
site. The report is available start¬ 
ing April 20. 

The website address is 
www.laumc.org 
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Conference board and agency meetings June 3 and June 6 

Room assignments for the 2012 Annual Conference 



Sundav. June 3 

Jackson Hall 

Board of Church and Society 

4:00-6:00 

Room 107 

New Member Orientation 

4:30 - 5:30 

Brown’s Chapel 

COSROW 

4:00 - 5:30 

Room 104 

Commission on Religion and Race 

5:00 - 6:00 

Room 106 

Smith Buildina 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

4:00 - 6:00 

Kilpatrick Auditorium 

New Board Meetinqs 

Wednesday June 6 

Smith Buildinq 

Board of Ordained Ministry 

3:00 - 4:30 

Kilpatrick Auditorium 

Jackson Hall 

Commission on Equitable Compensation 

3:30 - 4:00 

Room 110 

Board of Church and Society 

3:30 

Room 111 

Board of Discipleship 

3:30 

Room 113 

Brown’s Chapel 

Board of Global Ministries 

3:30 

In chapel 

Smith Buildinq 

Board of Higher Education and Campus Ministry 

3:30 

Room 202 

Jackson Hall 

COSROW 

3:30 

Room 104 

Commission on Religion and Race 

3:30 

Room 106 


Display Areas available at conference 


Those wishing to arrange for display 
areas at the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, slated for June 3-6, may do so 
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the 
Conference area offices. This year’s ses¬ 
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on 
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport, 
La., and exhibits are in the Fitness Center. 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as soon 
as possible: name of agency/institution; 
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone 
number; address, e-mail address; number 
of tables needed and whether or not there 
will be a need for an electrical outlet. 

There will be a charge of $25 for groups 


not directly related to the Conference or its 
related ministries. There will also be a $25 
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables 
will be provided, which can be set up 
Saturday through Monday. The exhibitor is 
required to provide any tablecloth, skirt, 
or other decoration for their individual dis¬ 
play table. 

The deadline for space request is 
May 2. Spaces are designated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Whitley may 
be contacted by writing 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail 
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone 
at (225) 346-1646. 


Conference awards deadlines announced 


Every year, the La. Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women (COSROW) 
recognizes a woman in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference who has made contri¬ 
butions as a caring Christian to her con¬ 
gregation and community in the spirit of 
Sojourner Truth, who broke barriers for 
many in the area of justice and compas¬ 
sion. 

The Sojourner Truth Award, presented 
during the COSROW luncheon at Annual 
Conference, recognizes a woman who 
exemplifies great faith in the power of 
God; demonstrates courageous and bold 
action; speaks to diminish gender and eth¬ 
nic inequality; and gives her time to work 
outside of her professional duties and 
responsibilities. 

To make a nomination, send a letter 
describing the candidate that embodies this 
list of qualifications and accomplishments 
to Renee Evans at reneehevans@bell- 
south.net and put Sojourner Truth Award 
in the subject line. Nominations will be 
accepted until April 25. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference is 


accepting nominations for The Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award for Clergy, 
Lay, and Youth. The Harry Denman 
Evangelism Award recognizes a person 
whose life and ministry exemplifies the 
teaching of Christ and the Great 
Commission. To leam more about the 
award or to download nomination forms 
visit our website at www.evangelize.org or 
call Rhonda Whitley at (225) 346-1646. 
The Louisiana Annual Conference United 
Methodist Merit Scholarships for $1,000 
each are available to undergraduate stu¬ 
dents who will be attending Centenary, 
Dillard or another United Methodist relat¬ 
ed college or university in the fall of 2012. 
Applicants should demonstrate academic 
excellence, church participation, financial 
need, vocational preparation or other perti¬ 
nent criteria. Applications must be post¬ 
marked no later than April 18, 2012 and 
winners will be announced by May 15, 
2012. Contact 

RDON.ROSS@GMAIL.COM for the 
Merit Scholarship Application. 


Clergy Transition Seminar 
May 5, 2012 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry? 

What are your questions for the journey? 
What conversations would be helpful? 

Planned activities designed to assist 
clergy and families in transition 

Registration: 9 - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch: 12 noon 
Event ending: 3:30 p.m. 

$30 per household 

We ask that the church where you are currently 
serving pay the registration fee, not the church you 

are moving to. 

Clergy and their spouses are invited. 

If desired, children ages three and up may also 

attend. 

Please register by April 29! 

RSVP to Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 
at lindagregg@la-umc.org 

For more information contact Linda Gregg, your District 
Superintendent, or W. Craig Gilliam at 
wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046. 






















8 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 


APRIL 6, 2102 



Edwards named 
New Orleans D.S. 


Rev. Hadley R. Edwards has been 
appointed as New Orleans District 
Superintendent starting this July 1. 

Rev. Edwards is a native of Fulton, 
Missouri and a 1977 graduate of Fulton 
High School. In 1981 he graduated from 
Central Methodist College, Fayette, 
Missouri with a B. A. Degree in Religion. 
While in Fayette, during his college career, 
Edwards pastored St. Paul and Fewis 
Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Glasgow, Missouri from 1979-1981. Upon 
graduation from Central Methodist 
College, Edwards was employed in the 
Office of Admissions and Recruitment for 
the College. He worked in that capacity 
one year before entering seminary at 
Perkins School of Theology, at Southern 
Methodist University (SMU) Dallas, 

Texas. 

In June of 1982, Edwards’ professional 
career with the United Methodist Church 
led him to Midland, Texas. He was served 
as pastor of Hollowell UMC for 15 years. 
In May of 1986, Edwards graduated from 
Perkins School of Theology. 

Rev. Edwards has served St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Fayette, 
Missouri, Lewis Chapel UMC in Glasgow, 
Missouri, Hollowell UMC in Midland, 
Texas, Mackey Chapel UMC in Odessa, 
Texas and Bethany UMC in New Orleans, 
La. 


Director of Youth Ministries- 
Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport, La. 

Broadmoor UMC is seeking a Christ- 
centered person who is passionate 
about youth ministry and can lead 
young people into Christian disciple- 
ship. The Director of Youth Ministries 
will build a team of parents and vol¬ 
unteers, and establish an intern pro¬ 
gram to create an exciting and wel¬ 
coming faith community where youth 
can build relationships with other 
youth and their families and nurture 
their relationship with Christ. 

A full job description and supporting 
documents can be found on the 
church website: http://www.broad- 
moorumc.org. 

Please send resumes to Scott Pontier 
of Youth Ministry Architects at: 
BroadmoorSEARCH@ymarchitects.c 
om 


Conference responds 


to Louisiana storms/flooding 



Torrential rains and subsequent flooding 
that affected parts of the Acadiana District 
on March 13 prompted Governor Jindal to 
declare a state of emergency for four 
parishes in Louisiana. The Conference 
Disaster Response Ministry is moving for¬ 
ward to offer help to residents in the areas 
around Carencro, Churchpoint, and south 
of Opelousas. More than 350 homes have 
been damaged by flood waters, and close 
to half of those residents will need some 
form of assistance. 

Volunteer teams are needed for 
Saturday, April 14 for gutting homes, 
installing sheet rock, etc. Arrive at 8 a.m. at 
Northwood UMC, 4530 Moss St. in 
Lafayette. Water and meals will be provid¬ 
ed at no charge. Bring gloves, hammers, 
saws and sunscreen. Contact Rev. Scott 
Bullock at (337) 369-3721 to sign up and 
for instructions. Teams will work until 3 
p.m. 

There is an urgent need for cleaning 
buckets to be distributed through United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. Due to the 
drastic nature of all the storms that have 
impacted so many areas across the United 
States, including Louisiana, there is an 
urgent need to have cleaning buckets made 


and col¬ 
lected 
immediate¬ 
ly!!! The 
list of 
items 

needed for 
each buck¬ 
et can be 
found here. 

A total 
of 300 
cleaning 
buckets 
have been 
deployed 
to affected 
areas 
through 

the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot. 

Volunteers gathered Saturday, March 
31 from 8 a.m.-l p.m. in Lafayette to go 
door to door gathering information in flood 
affected areas. Volunteers assembled at 
Northwood United Methodist Church. 
Volunteers received training before heading 
out, and worked with Information and 
Referral Services. 

A conference-wide offering was collect¬ 


ed in all local churches in Louisiana on 
Palm Sunday, April 1. Donations should be 
made to Acadiana Spring Floods, Advance 
#4754. Donors may make checks out to 
their local church and put the advance 
number in the memo portion of the check. 

The annual conference will continue to 
monitor the situation in the disaster area 
and will develop plans for a long-term 
response. 



Age Payout Rate Annual Income* 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 


Between the ages of 
76 and 86? 


Want dependable income? 


You can receive 6% to 8%- for the rest of your 
life! Lock in your rate today! 


Help yourself and your church. 

Contact us to learn more about 
Charitable Gift Annuities. 

*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift 


|r ui 
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UNITED METHODIST 
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H Where Faith and Money Come Together^ 


76 

6.0% 

$600 

77 

6.2% 

$620 

78 

6.4% 

$640 

79 

6.6% 

$660 

80 

6.8% 

$680 

81 

7.0% 

$700 

82 

7.2% 

$720 

83 

7.4% 

$740 

84 

7.6% 

$760 

85 

7.8% 

$780 

86 

8.0% 

$800 
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Developing principled Christian leaders — for the church and for the world 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
placing emphasis this year on “Developing 
principled Christian leaders for the church 
and the world.” 

All too often, we place the focus on 
developing leaders for the church. But 
imagine what the world—our world—would 


look like if there were principled Christian 
leaders in all areas business, education and 
healthcare. That is our emphasis, and that 
is our goal. 

For us in the church, the foundation for 
a principled Christian leader is formed in 
our educational programs, beginning in the 


nursery and all through our life. This edi¬ 
tion focuses on ways the church can further 
develop these leaders. There are articles 
included in this edition of Louisiana Now! 
that focus on the Christian education and 
spiritual development of children, youth 
and adults towards that end. 


Confirmation Day with the Bishop 



Christian Education is the vehicle through which the church teaches our history, provides spiritual formation, and 
builds covenant relationships for Christians as we travel together on life’s journey. In this special edition of the 
Louisiana Now! focusing on Christian Education, find dozens of helpful resources to enhance your church’s program. 


Confirmands spend day with the Bishop March 10 


Maybe it’s only for one day, but for 
that one day, the middle school kids are 
in charge! 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop is a 
day of learning, growing and caring that 
our conference young people are 
involved in each year. 

Yes, its educational. You leam about 
the sacraments of the United Methodist 
church, led this year by Rev. Clifton 
Conrad. You leam about United 
Methodist history by playing “You might 
be smarter than a Confirmand,” led this 
year by Rev. Drew Sutton. You not only 
leam about missions, with Willie Berman 
and his family, missionaries from 
Mexico, you actually engage in missions 
by putting together mini-backpacks, com¬ 


plete with Bibles for the Manos Juntos 
clinic in Mexico. You leam what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ 
with Bishop Hutchinson. But perhaps the 
best part of the day is learning that you 
are at least ONE of 500 or so young peo¬ 
ple going through the confirmation expe¬ 
rience this year. And back by popular 
demand was the praise band from 
Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge. 

As an added feature this year, mem¬ 
bers of the CCYM came and assisted 
with the day by spending time with the 
future youth of the conference. This per¬ 
mitted adult leaders time to talk about 
some of the blessings and challenges of 
leading a confirmation class. Adult lead¬ 
ers agreed that confirmation was not to 


be taken lightly and it was a significant 
indicator about the health of a congrega¬ 
tion. 

The theme of this year’s gathering 
was “Standing right with God: with our 
prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit¬ 
ness.” This theme paralleled the theme 
the CCYM has been working with 
throughout the year, and helps these 
young people and their leaders create a 
distinctive link to the youth groups they 
will soon join. Each year, Confirmation 
Day with the Bishop is jointly sponsored 
by the Conference Youth and Christian 
Education ministries in an effort to 
ensure that there are principled Christian 
leaders for the church and the world. 
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What is Christian Education? 


This is a question 
that you may not 
spend much time 
considering - what is 
Christian Education? 

Our responses proba¬ 
bly fall into two very 
broad categories: 1) 

Christian Education 
is “so last year.” It’s 
not necessary or rele¬ 
vant any more. 

Or, 2) Christian 
Education is not my responsibility, so I 
don’t really worry about it. Unfortunately 
many United Methodist conferences are 
falling into that first category, and going 
so far as to eliminate the position entitled 
“Christian Education,” and putting 


responsibility on age-related ministries. 
Other conferences take the second posi¬ 
tion, and assume that Christian Education 
is important, and will ultimately take care 
of itself, because while it is not my job, 
it’s bound to be someone’s job. Well, if 
the job of the church is to make disciples 
for Christ, then one of the most important 
jobs of the church, for everyone, is the 
education and growth of those disciples. 

Christian Education is the ministry of 
the church that focuses on the growth and 
development of disciples. The oversight 
of Christian Education may be delegated 
to one person’s leadership, but it remains 
the responsibility of the entire church. 
There are those that will serve as leaders 
in Christian Education, while other will 
be the recipients of that teaching. 


Christian Education is for our youngest 
disciples, those we have baptized as 
infants and promised to provide with 
leadership. We commit to serve as exam¬ 
ples to help them grow. Christian 
Education is for those in the process of 
preparing to confirm their baptism by 
learning about what it means to be a dis¬ 
ciple. Christian Education is for our 
youth who need Christian mentors and 
adults to guide them through the chal¬ 
lenges they face as they approach adult¬ 
hood. Christian Education is for adults to 
provide them with the guidance necessary 
to be disciples that can not only serve as 
models for younger disciples, but to serve 
the entire church in making and forming 
future disciples. 

Christian Education is not age related. 


Christian Education is not just Sunday 
School. Christian Education is not a pro¬ 
gram or series of programs. Christian 
Education is the bones on which the flesh 
of faith is supported. John Wesley called 
for Methodists to be intentional about fur¬ 
thering our discipleship. 

What are you doing about Christian 
Education? What are you doing for 
Christian Education? Together let’s make 
the Louisiana Conference one that revives 
Christian Education. 

If you have any ideas to share about 
Christian Education, I would love to hear 
them. You can contact me at deacon- 
dawn@earthlink.net. 



Rev. Dawn 
Young 


Christian spiritual formation begins in 


childhood, continues through life 


BY CHERRI JOHNSON 

As Christians, we are hearers and bear¬ 
ers of the Word of God. We read the Bible, 
we study the Bible, and we rely on theo¬ 
logical inquiry—all these disciplines are 
necessary and good. If, however, we read 
the Bible for information and not transfor¬ 
mation, we will not become hearers and 
bearers of the living Word, nor will we 
possess the wisdom that comes only from 
God. Christian spiritual formation focuses 
on transformation more than information. It 
points to the Spirit as it forms us in the 
likeness of Christ for the transformation of 
the world. Spiritual formation uses scrip¬ 
ture as an important reference and guide 
but it relies on the Spirit to ‘teach us all 
things’ and reveal to us the real meaning of 
scripture. (John 14:26) 

When we were little children, we were 
naturally open to God as Spirit. We experi¬ 
enced a deep knowing of God in-and- 
through all creation. We were open to the 
joy inherent in life each day. We loved 
others freely and openly, and we loved our¬ 
selves. We believe God to be something 
tangible and real; life-giving and free. We 
saw natural beauty, goodness and grace in 
the eyes of others. We experienced union 
and communion with all that was good, 
holy and true. We were blessed, and we 
became blessings. Jesus’ words rang true, 
“Let the little children come to me for the 


kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.” (Mark 10:13-16) 

Gradually, over time, we lost our sense 
of union and communion with the Holy. 

We began to conceptualize God as some¬ 
thing out-there and beyond. As we began 
to believe we were separated from God, we 
began to distance ourselves from others 
and creation. Our inner spiritual nature and 
goodness became hidden from ourselves. 
Scripture has named this sense of separa¬ 
tion ‘sin.’ 

In a very real sense, we must become 
like children again. We must believe and 
trust in something greater and more power¬ 
ful than ourselves. We must seek to return 
to union and communion with all that is 
good, holy and true. We must rediscover 
the kingdom of God within. (Luke 17:21) 

Spiritual formation is about rediscover¬ 
ing God in-and-among us for the transfor¬ 
mation of the world. A spiritual formation 
focus in the local congregation sustains and 
nurtures the spiritual life of children and 
encourages adults to rediscover their own 
God-given, God-breathed spirituality. 
Developing a spiritual formation ministry 
in the local church also becomes leavening 
of the Spirit within the larger Body of 
Christ. 

“Let the children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heav¬ 
en belongs to such as these.” 


Christian Educators Fellowship 

Christian Educators Fellowship is an association for both Christian 
education professionals and volunteers who desire to grow in their 
ability to foster disciples of Jesus Christ among all age groups. 

We invite all to connect or re-connect with CEF in 2012. Join now 
as a new member or reactivate your membership for 2012 if you 
have not already paid ahead. 

For more information on the association go to: 
http://www.cefumc.org/ 



George and Georgette Berne say a blessing before enjoying a meal. Both chil 
dren attend Asbury United Methodist Church in Bossier City, La. 


Louisiana ConferenceA^W? 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Certification in specialized areas of ministry available in the United Methodist Church 


One way to develop principled Christian 
leaders is through the certification process 
with The United Methodist Church. 
Professional certification is The United 
Methodist Church’s recognition that an 
individual has been called, made a commit¬ 
ment to serve and has fulfilled the required 
standards for academic training, experi¬ 
ence, and continuing study to serve with 
excellence in an area of specialized min¬ 
istry. Professional certification provides 
biblical and theological training, knowl¬ 
edge of The United Methodist Church 
structure and resources, skill development, 
support, and accountability. Professional 
certification is available to lay persons, 
ordained deacons and elders, diaconal min¬ 
isters, and local pastors who have an under¬ 
graduate degree and take certification 
courses at graduate level credit and meet 
GBHEM’s education requirements. 

Undergraduate certification is available 
by taking an undergraduate degree at one 
of the United Methodist - related colleges 
with programs that have been approved by 
GBHEM. After completing two years’ 
employment in the area of specialized min¬ 
istry, and with at least two years’ member¬ 
ship in The United Methodist Church, the 
Application for Professional Certification 
may be requested. 

Paraprofessional certification is avail¬ 
able to persons who may not have an 


undergraduate degree and are working in 
areas of specialized ministry. 
Paraprofessional certification courses do 
not carry credit. This certification is 
designed for those seeking training in a 
specialized ministry as a worker or volun¬ 
teer. Those seeking paraprofessional certifi¬ 
cation should complete a program 
approved by GBHEM. 

These programs are available through 
some jurisdictions, annual conferences, col¬ 
leges, and seminaries. See 
www.gbhem.org/certification for approved 
programs. Certification in specialized min¬ 
istry areas in The United Methodist Church 
is a denominational credential verifying a 
level of competency, and academic training 
and experience. GBHEM, annual confer¬ 
ences, and seminaries work together to pro¬ 
vide opportunities for people serving the 
church to meet the standards. 

Below are the educational courses 
required for each ministry area: 

Christian Education *Teaching 
Biblical Faith; Teaching Theology; 
Administration/Leadership; 
Teaching/Leaming; UM Studies - History, 
Doctrine, or Polity 

Children’s Ministry *Teaching 
Biblical Faith; Teaching Theology; 
Teaching/Leaming; Children’s Ministries in 
the Church; UM Studies - History, 
Doctrine, or Polity 


Camp/Retreat (required Core courses) 
Faith Formation and Christian Living 
(Bible course requirement); The Theology 
and Ecology of Common Ground; Ministry 
of Camp/Retreat Center Management; UM 
Studies - History, Doctrine or Polity. 

[Electives (choose 1): Biblical 
Foundations for Camp/Retreat Ministry; 
Developing Christian Camp/Retreat 
Curriculum and Events; Developing 
Environmental Education/Social Justice 
Programs; Partnering with Ethnic Leaders 
and Communities in Camp/Retreat 
Ministries; Fundraising and Financing for 
Camp/Retreat; Volunteer & Staff Hiring, 
Training and Supervision for Non-Profit 
Organizations.] 

Evangelism * Teaching Biblical Faith; 
Teaching Theology; Evangelism as 
Outreach & Growth; Evangelism as 
Congregational Care; UM Studies - 
History, Doctrine, or Polity 

Ministry with the Poor 
Engaging the Bible in Congregation & 
Community; Theology & Practices of 
Ministry; Being with the Poor; 
Congregations & Communities as Partners 
in Ministry with the Poor; UM Studies - 
History, Doctrine, or Polity 

Music Ministry * Teaching Biblical 
Faith; Teaching Theology; Music Ministry 
Specialized Skill Development; UM 
Studies - History, Doctrine, or Polity 


Older Ministry ^Teaching Biblical 
Faith; Teaching Theology; Ministry with 
Older Adults; Specialized Course to be 
determined by Seminary; UM Studies - 
History, Doctrine, or Polity 

Spiritual Formation * Teaching 
Biblical Faith; Spiritual 
Direction/Companionship; Practicum in 
Spiritual Direction/Companionship; 
Spiritual Disciplines for Person & Parish 
Renewal OR Prayer in Christian Ministry; 
UM Studies - History, Doctrine, or Polity 
Urban Ministry Engaging the Bible in 
the Urban Ministry Setting; Practical 
Theology and Ministry in the Urban 
Setting; Urban Community; Congregations 
and Communities as Partners in Urban 
Ministry; UM Studies - History, Doctrine, 
or Polity 

Youth Ministry Teaching Biblical 
Faith; Teaching Theology; Ministry with 
Youth; Adolescent World; UM Studies - 
History, Doctrine, or Polity 

*Teaching Biblical Faith and Teaching 
Theology courses are to be related to the 
ministry area in which you are seeking cer¬ 
tification. 

For additional information contact Rev. 
John Edd Harper at (225) 346-1646 or at 
JohnEddHarper@la-umc.org. 


Reframing Christian education with and for adults in today’s church 



For more than 200 years, one of the 
primary “delivery systems” for Christian 
education has been the Sunday school. 
Sunday school was built on an instruc¬ 
tional model that includes classes, teach¬ 
ers, students, curriculum, etc. For more 
than 25 years that model has become less 
effective, especially for adults. The pri¬ 
mary factor is the cultural and social 
shifts taking place in our world. These 
shifts now mean that for many adults, it is 
an unappealing prospect to listen to or 
talk about material that seems largely 
irrelevant to their lives. We have a 
reframing issue before us. 

There is no easy answer for what 
needs to be done or what should be done. 
The issue is more than using different 
language, meeting at a different time, or 
including DVD presentations. We need a 
whole new conceptual framework for 
encouraging adults to participate in set¬ 
tings designed to help them explore the 
Christian faith and the difference it can 


make in their lives, as they discover what 
it means to live as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. 

A current phenomenon are groups of 
people intent on improving their perform¬ 
ance in a particular area. They gather in- 
person or on-line to share ideas, raise 
questions, trouble-shoot, and learn togeth¬ 
er about something they value and want 
to do well. Over time they develop a 
shared history, shared identity, and shared 
meaning. 

This sounds like a great way to 
immerse oneself in adult faith formation 
and discipleship! What if adults were to 
get together on a schedule of their choice 
to discuss their questions, hopes, strug¬ 
gles, and dreams for living as Christian 
disciples? What if they left these gather¬ 
ings determined to practice their faith 
each day? And what if these gatherings 
provided the space for reflection; commu¬ 
nal learning, support, and encouragement; 
and deepened their love of God and 


neighbor? 

What other metaphors, images, or 
models have you discovered that inform 
the reframing of adult Christian educa¬ 
tion? What questions do you have? How 
might you invite adults into meaningful 
experiences with God and one another? I 


encourage you to talk to others in your 
congregation about what’s going on and 
what might happen if we took a different 
approach. And if you’re moved to do so, 
send me an e-mail at ckrau@gbod.org 
and let me know what you’re thinking. 


Developing Christian leaders through UM Certified Lay Ministry 


A certified lay minister is a United 
Methodist layperson called to congrega¬ 
tional leadership as part of a ministry team 
under the supervision of a clergyperson. 
They are qualified for CLM status after 
specific training and examination. CLM 
certification is the process recognized in 
The United Methodist Church to prepare 
someone for significant service. In this 
case, certification provides a layperson 


with the training, support, supervision, and 
accountability needed to lead a congrega¬ 
tion that: 

Is small and may be struggling with the 
expense of traditional pastoral leadership. 

Is part of a multi point charge using 
shared pastoral leadership. A CLM may 
serve as part of a pastoral team to increase 
continuity of leadership. 

Is dealing with numeric or program 


expansion and growth and can benefit from 
a larger pastoral leadership team. Large 
churches may use a CLM as a lay staff 
member. 

Is developing leadership (perhaps 
indigenous) to serve multi cultural or cross 
cultural populations or in missional ways. 

Legislation that enables and guides the 
CLM program is found in paragraph 272 in 
the 2004 Book of Discipline and paragraph 


271 in the 2008 Book of Discipline. A 
CLM is a unique, recognized lay servant in 
The United Methodist Church. A CLM is 
intended for the missional leadership of 
smaller churches, as part of a team min¬ 
istry, or serving on staff in a larger congre¬ 
gation, but always under the supervision of 
a clergyperson. As part of the historic con¬ 
tinuation of lay leadership in our church, 

See CLM , page 8 
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Rev. Susie Thomas, associate pastor for First United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge, addresses a children’s Sunday school class. Sunday school is great 
preparation for worship and for the week ahead. Sunday school is life changing 
for everyone. Research tells us that adults, youth and children do best when we 
have consistency in our lives. A great constant to introduce to the life of a child 
is Sunday school. If you haven’t been to Sunday school in a while, it may be 
worth investigating. 



Make a new habit that bolsters Christian formation— support Sunday school 


Research tells us that adults, youth and 
children do best when we have consistency 
in our lives. That the unexpected in our 
life increases our stress, regardless of our 
age, and generally makes life more diffi¬ 
cult. This negative effect seems to occur in 
children, and the effect seems to decrease 
with age. As we grow older we seem to 
get used to things that are unpredictable. 
Doesn’t mean that they don’t do us the 
same harm, just means we have grown 
accustomed. Our sense of disruption has 
been dulled. 

Here’s a great constant to introduce to 
the life of a child, to encourage a youth and 
to persist throughout your life - Sunday 
school. Sunday school is great for all ages. 
It is a wonderful time for children to come 
and learn about God’s love for them. It’s a 
great time for confirmands to learn church 


history, Methodist polity, and about their 
emerging role in the church. Youth can use 
Sunday school as a time to establish deeper 
roots in their Christian foundation. Adults 
can use Sunday school as a means of con¬ 
necting in a larger church, a way to support 
one another in any church, and a means of 
growing in their faith. For all the good that 
Sunday school offers, we often skip it or 
treat it lightly. As adults we often cheat 
ourselves, by rushing the children off to 
Sunday school, and then returning home to 
finish our dressing for worship or simply 
going in and drinking coffee until the kids 
are finished. 

Sunday school is great preparation for 
worship and for the week ahead. Sunday 
school is life changing for everyone. 

Today, children’s Sunday school may take 
place in one room and involve watching a 


DVD, with singing and dancing along with 
a great Bible story. Or children may move 
to various stations to work on different 
aspects of the lesson. The children may 
leam the same story several weeks in a 
row, using different learning styles. Youth 
may be involved in a computer based Bible 
exploration, competing against other youth 
in various locations. They may be in a dis¬ 
cussion based on a current event. Adult 
Sunday schools are also changing and 
incorporating more video and computer 
technology to help in learning the lesson 
from the Bible story. If you haven’t been 
to Sunday school in a while, it may be 
worth investigating. 

Sunday school doesn’t have to be on a 
Sunday 

Fifty or 60 years ago, Sunday was a day 
reserved for going to church, worshipping 


and learning about God. There really was¬ 
n’t much more to do on Sundays. But 
that’s not the case today. Sunday is simply 
the next day in the week. Most of us can 
probably name a few friends, maybe fami¬ 
ly, that must work on Sunday. How does 
your congregation respond to this reality? 

There are essentially two responses: 1) 
you can do things as you have always 
done, offering worship and Christian for¬ 
mation activities on Sunday for those that 
can be at church, or, 2) you can begin to 
offer programming in different formats and 
times for those who can’t come at tradition¬ 
al times. 

If you would like some assistance in 
revitalizing, overhauling or even starting a 
Sunday school or small group program, 
please contact me, Dawn Young, at 
deacondawn@gmail. com 


What’s new for the future for Christian formation? 


There was a time, not so very long 
ago, that almost everyone you knew was 
at church on Sunday morning. There 
were few alternatives. Today, you proba¬ 
bly know at least one family that is not at 
church on Sunday morning, and not 
because they choose to stay away, but 
because they have other obligations. 

Many adults and young people must work 
on Sunday. Most of us know of families 
that have children involved in sporting 
activities on Sunday. And while we can 
debate if that is a good or bad thing, it is 
the reality we live in. So if people have 
obligations on Sunday that take them 
away from church, what are we doing as 
the church to provide them alternatives? 


The growing church of the 21st century 
will be the one that meets the needs in 
this new reality. Here are some things to 
consider: 

Mid-week programming - While 
families may not be able to meet on 
Sundays, often they have a little more 
freedom mid-week. Churches of all sizes 
may need to begin to offer activities for 
all ages on another afternoon or evening. 
This might include music or formation 
instruction, physical activities and a wor¬ 
ship opportunity. Some churches include 
a meal as a part of the programming. 
Whatever your church chooses, you need 
to ensure that all age levels have some 
type of event available. 


Sunday evening programming - As 

television programming became more 
enhanced, Sunday evening activities 
declined. But in our society today, televi¬ 
sion does not have to be watched live, 
and Sunday evening church activities are 
making resurgence. These include teach¬ 
ing opportunities for children and adults 
(many churches have active youth pro¬ 
grams on Sunday evening). 

Not at the church - We deny our her¬ 
itage when we insist that all activities 
need to take place at the church. Many 
new Christian formation events are taking 
place out of the church and in the world. 
Bible study groups are meeting at some 
fairly unlikely places; coffee shops, food 


courts and of course, homes. Teaching 
for the church does not have to be in the 
church. Where might you start a new 
class? 

While Sunday school may remain a 
staple for churches, we will need to grow 
into this new reality of teaching and 
reaching folks when they are available, 
not on our own time table. If you begin 
new teaching ministries, remember to 
have someone take roll and track atten¬ 
dance. Many churches starting new pro¬ 
grams have discovered that there is little 
overlap in the people who come to 
Sunday morning and alternative program¬ 
ming. Essentially these churches begin to 
reach an entirely new group of people. 
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Youth should be prepared to be the leaders of the church of tomorrow 


The youth of today are the future 
fathers, mothers, parents, businessmen 
and women, pastors and church leaders of 
tomorrow. But, they are also the church 
leaders of today! Therefore, it is of 
utmost importance to help our youth 
develop leadership skills and qualities. 

Youth look to faithful adults for direc¬ 
tion and guidance. They need positive 
role models in order to understand what it 
means to be a leader. They need qualified 
youth directors to help them walk through 
one of the most exciting and difficult 
times of life. 

In the book, We Love our Youth 
Worker , the authors write the following 
in an effort to express the importance of 
having a strong youth leader in our 
churches: 

“We Love Our Youth... 

Because we live in a culture that 
speaks in competing voices about their 


identity and purpose in life. 

Because youth today connect with the 
whole world and are in need of guidance 
in understanding issues beyond their cog¬ 
nitive development. 

Because violence and hyper-sexuality 
are major themes in this digital world. 

Because students are under a great 
deal of pressure to excel in academics in 
order to achieve the greatest future suc¬ 
cess. 

Because many youth lack the hope for 
a successful future and must be chal¬ 
lenged and encouraged to recognize and 
use the gifts given to them by God. 

Because so many young people 
attempt to alleviate life stresses with the 
misuse of drugs, alcohol, sex or other self 
destructive behaviors. 

Because most young people today 
want to do good in the world but often 
lack support for their hopes and fears. 


Because youth deserve the opportunity 
to hear about God’s love and the life 
changing message of Jesus Christ. 

And because it takes a community of 
loving adults to raise a healthy young 
person: 

We therefore need, believe in and 
support our youth workers!” 

The authors go on to say, “Consider 
the statistic from the Bama Group, one of 
the leading organizations focused on faith 
and culture, that 80% of Christians make 
their decision to follow Christ before the 
age of 21. This statistic clearly reveals 
that having a consistent and healthy min¬ 
istry to young people is crucial for 
churches and their futures.” 

By having an active Conference 
Council on Youth Ministries to plan and 
lead events and programs, a leadership 
team is trained to help the youth be 
stronger leaders now and in the future. 


This can also be translated into the local 
church by having a Youth Council or 
Youth Leadership Team to lead the youth 
ministry activities in a local congregation. 
I believe that young people in Louisiana 
want, and deserve, to find a vibrant 
church with a youth ministry program 
that meets their spiritual and relational 
needs and teaches them how to be effec¬ 
tive leaders in their churches and in the 
world. 

Jodie Harper 

Director of Youth Ministries 

Louisiana Conference of the UMC 

Raising a generation of disciples and 
leaders for the Church calls for well- 
equipped and well-supported Youth 


Learning from children: Who is really teaching whom in our churches? 



BY BECKY POOR AND REBECCA 
RYAN 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 
BATON ROUGE 

I love to work with children - children 
teach me to laugh, to cry, and to open my 
mind to new directions. Children help me 
to worship every day - by looking at a 
stream of ants crawling up a window, by 
giving me a bouquet of beautiful white and 
yellow flowers (adults call them weeds), or 
just by spontaneous hugs that miraculously 
come my way as I roam the halls of the 
church. Children fill me with God’s spir¬ 
it.. .1 believe that children in the church can 
do that for everyone, when we take the 
time to notice and honor them. 

A vital congregation values children. 

We see this in the way a vital church offers 
Sunday School, carefully and creatively 
choosing curriculum that meets the needs 
of both the children and their Sunday 
School teachers. A vital congregation 
doesn’t just “fill” a teaching position, but 
prays and discerns those who are called to 
teach children, and then equips these Holy 
Leaders with the tools they need to lead. A 
vital congregation honors children in wor¬ 
ship by allowing them to experience wor¬ 
ship in their own way. This could be by 
offering quality children’s church, a chil¬ 
dren’s moment in worship that is for the 
children (not the adults sitting in the pews), 
asking children to acolyte, be a lay reader, 
or even be a Greeter for Worship Services. 
Children can and want to do more than 
adults think they can. Children just need 
the opportunity... 

I have the privilege of offering the 
Children’s Moment during our morning 
Worship services. I have been doing this 
for almost 10 years, and I now know that 
when I ask a question, I won’t get all of the 
answers I am expecting. Sometimes I get 
answers that might not get repeated into the 
microphone - and then there are the gems - 
the answers that are much more pro¬ 


found. . .that is the gift of children. In the 
midst of me “teaching” them, the Holy 
Spirit takes over and the children, with 
God’s help, teach me. 

Vital congregations don’t stay stagnant, 
offering programs for children” the same 
way we have always done them. “ 

Dynamic congregations offer variety - pro¬ 


grams and ministries that have been prayed 
into being: Godly Play, Sunday School, 
Sunday and Wednesday programming 
opportunities, Children’s Choir, Mission 
Day Camps, Vacation Bible School, Drama 
Clubs, Advent Celebrations, Birthday par¬ 
ties for Jesus and Pentecost Sunday, Palm 
Sunday, Children’s Nativity.. .and the list 


goes on. I guess the question for me is 
“Who is really teaching whom?” Are the 
adults teaching children, or perhaps, the 
children teach the adults.. .1 believe it is a 
bit of both, and that is how it should 
be.. .For me? I am learning everyday 
about Jesus Christ from the simplicity 
of.. .children. 
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Caution: Vacation Bible School ahead — It will change your life! 


My summers were spent in Vacation 
Bible School. That’s no exaggeration. My 
home church, a large Southern Baptist con¬ 
gregation, held its VBS the first week that 
school was out. 

It was a great celebration with about 
100-150 children in attendance. After 
that VBS concluded, my mother then sent 
us to every VBS in a 10-block radius of the 
house. I attended Assembly of God, 
Church of Christ, Methodist (and United 
Methodist) and other Southern Baptist 
churches. Easily, I attended six to eight 
VBS sessions each summer. We even had a 
family friend that would host a home based 


Vacation Bible school on a week when no 
one else held one. She put up a tent in her 
yard, she would invite a missionary couple 
that she knew, and about 30 neighborhood 
children did all the typical VBS stuff in her 
front yard. Obviously Vacation Bible 
School had a profound impact on my life. 

I can remember being in the sanctuary 
with 100 other children pledging allegiance 
to the American and Christian flags, as well 
as the Bible. I can remember Mrs. Watts 
and some of the fun craft stuff we did. I 
remember stumping Mrs. Pearson during 
Bible quiz, because she didn’t know who 
cursed the fig tree (apparently she needed 


to spend more time at Bible school). Mr. 
Webb, who took a week off work, led us in 
relay games in the playground. I remem¬ 
ber our pastor, Brother Furr, who seemed 
very formidable to a kid, sitting on the 
steps talking with us kids. I don’t really 
recall any of the stories we were told, or 
songs that we were taught, but I do remem¬ 
ber there were lots and lots of people that 
spent time with us. 

WOW! After attending between 60 and 
80 Vacation Bible schools, my most signifi¬ 
cant memories are of the people who made 
room, cleared off their schedule and took 
time to be with us. That needs to be a 


valuable lesson to those involved in VBS. 
Perhaps one of the most significant things 
we do as a church is the summer adventure 
of VBS. 

There are many reasons not to host a 
VBS. It will be time consuming. It will be 
labor intensive. It will be exhausting. And 
it will, in all probability, change your life. 

If you do it right, it will change the life of 
the children who attend. 

And here is the difficult part - how do 
you get involved in VBS? Ask the church 
if they need help. That’s it. Volunteer to 
participate in something so very special. 
Change your life! 


Here comes VBS! Pray, Plan, Prepare, Participate and Invite! 


It’s not an exaggeration when I tell 
you that I spent my summer’s as a child 
in Vacation Bible School. My mother 
used VBS as child care during the sum¬ 
mer. And the denomination did not mat¬ 
ter, if I could walk or take the church’s 
bus ministry to the gathering, I was there. 

Without a doubt, much of my early 
Christian formation was the result of 
VBS. So it is no wonder that I hold it in 
such high esteem. Now I don’t recall any 
of the songs we sang, I don’t have any of 
the crafts we made, and apart from sim¬ 
ply knowing the stories of the Bible, I 
don’t particularly recall any stunning 
presentation of those stories. But what I 
remember is that grownups, adults, took 
time out of their busy life and were at 
VBS with me. 

Now, as an adult, I realize that com¬ 


mitment was not simply for a week, but 
probably for several months in planning 
and putting VBS together. 

Make no mistake about it; VBS is not 
for the faint of heart. And it’s not for the 
faint of faith, either. VBS is a concentrat¬ 
ed time spent with children and young 
people to explore what it means to be 
part of the Christian faith. For many 
churches it is the largest evangelistic 
effort they engage in all year along. 

What are you doing to make it a great 
event at your church? 

Pray. The most significant thing you 
can do as a member of the church, as a 
volunteer or leader in VBS is to pray. 

Pray for the leadership. Pray for the 
planning. Pray for those children whose 
lives who will be touched. 

Plan. A great VBS does not simply 


happen. A great VBS is the result of 
months, and perhaps a year of planning. 
Evaluate what didn’t go quite as well as 
you had hoped. Make changes where 
needed. Eook for a curriculum that 
speaks to the needs of your local church. 
Expand those that are involved in the 
planning for greater depth. 

Prepare. Every great plan has to be 
implemented, and you complete that 
through preparation. Prepare for the chil¬ 
dren who will come to the event. Prepare 
for the adults and youth that will be vol¬ 
unteering for the event. Prepare your 
volunteers for what God has in store 
through VBS. Preparation also includes 
cutting, painting, staining, gluing, color¬ 
ing, sewing, shopping and many other 
things. 

Participate. Invite. Gather in as 


many folks as you can. Aim for a chil¬ 
dren to volunteer ratio that is very low. 
You can never have too many people at 
VBS. Even today there are entire neigh¬ 
borhoods that don’t have a church, find 
those children and invite them to join you 
in VBS. If you are not involved in VBS 
at your local church, ask what needs to be 
done. Many of the things needed to have 
a great VBS don’t involve you working 
with children. Maybe you could be a 
pray-er for VBS. Maybe you could help 
with the preparation of craft materials for 
children to work on. If you are involved, 
recruit others who aren’t aware of the 
VBS blessing that awaits. Aim for 100% 
participation of your local church in 
VBS. Not only will it change the world, 
your community, but it will change you. 


Alternative Vacation Bible School: more than just nine to noon 



The model was simple. Kids were out 
of school. Dads were at work. Moms were 
at home. Let’s get together and have a 
church wide school. Kids can come and 
Moms can volunteer. 

That is a fair description of the 1950’s 
view of Vacation Bible School. And there 
may still be places where that is a working 
model, but those places are fewer and far¬ 
ther apart. Chances are that while children 
may not be attending a traditional school 
setting during the summer, they are proba¬ 
bly in some organized, supervised program 
during the day. Primarily because the 
adults in their life are working. And with 
that in mind, many churches have aban¬ 
doned traditional weekday VBS. Fear not, 
there is hope. 

Alternatives to traditional VBS are not 
new ideas. I attended an alternative VBS 
when I was a child. My family had a 
friend that would host a home based 
Vacation Bible. Typically they were in the 
afternoon, while the others were always in 
the morning. She would set up large tent 
in her yard, invite a missionary couple that 
she knew and about 30 neighborhood chil¬ 
dren did all the typical VBS stuff in her 
front yard. Here are some other alterna¬ 
tives to traditional VBS: 


Night-time. Although this has become 
so common it may not be alternative for 
many churches, consider hosting VBS in 
the evening. This is a way to engage chil¬ 
dren and adults who may not be able to 
participate because of day time obligations. 
You can include a meal for those participat¬ 
ing, and could skip planning a snack time. 
And the use of daylight savings time means 
that typically most of your activities will 
still take place in “daylight.” 

One or two day. Some churches host a 
one or two day VBS, typically these are 
daylong events, and can even take place 
over the course of a weekend, or a Friday 
evening and Saturday. The standard cur¬ 
riculum is used, but compressed into a 
shorter time frame. Churches will do two 
lessons in a single day. This requires about 
the same amount of planning and prepara¬ 
tion, but fewer volunteers over all. 

Summer Sunday school VBS. 

Consider using a VBS curriculum as your 
Summer Sunday school curriculum. Each 
week’s lesson could be extended over two 
Sunday’s. Children could lead the closing 
worship service at the end of the summer, 
sharing what they had learned. 

All summer long. Some publishers, 
aware that churches are looking for chil¬ 


dren’s programming is needed for the 
entire summer are preparing 10 week long 
curricula. These tend to follow a theme, 
like traditional VBS, but provide activities 
for the entire summer. If your church has a 
summer care program for children, this 
may be a way to have it revolve around 
Christian teaching. 


Finally, just because your VBS is over 
doesn’t mean that it’s over for everyone. 
Why not take your VBS on the road? 
Ingleside UMC in Baton Rouge took their 
VBS to a public park last year to engage 
children that were unable to attend the one 
at the church. 
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There are some fairly standard programs that should be included in 
Vacation Bible School. Bible study. Recreation. Crafts. Probably 
singing. Maybe snacks. And absolutely, mission. Often, churches cut 
some aspect of the curriculum to make it fit better with our planned 
day. And often mission is cut. Children, and adults, are seeking ways 
that they can live out the things they learn about in Bible study and the 
things they sing about in the songs. Mission, and probably only mis¬ 
sion, more than crafts or recreation, can help them learn to live out the 
Christian life. Children are very aware that there are people that are 
struggling. Children are sensitive to these issues. Children are aware 
that something should be done, and often hold adults accountable to 
responding to these social needs. 



More kids, more energy: Joing forces for an ecumenical Vacation Bible School 


First United Methodist Church in Lake 
Charles has an interesting approach to 
Vacation Bible School. They get together 
with their other denominational partners 
downtown and hold an ecumenical VBS. 

It all started when some friends, who 
volunteered at their churches, realized they 
were all trying to put together a VBS. They 
determined it would be easier if they joined 
forces and resources! So, they came togeth¬ 
er and had a successful VBS. The tradition 
has carried on and now involves four 
churches—four denominations, one GOD! 


First UMC serves as the host church 
and Casey McCoun, children’s director, 
serves as the organizational leader. 

Initially, VBS rotated among the churches. 
The crowd grew, and First UMC was 
selected as the host church because the 
campus had more space. 

The other churches help by sending vol¬ 
unteers and participants. Each church has 
one person that serves as the coordinator 
for that congregation. The group meets 
once a month to assign jobs and to brain¬ 
storm. Each church has all volunteers meet 


before the start of VBS for training and 
clarification of the risk reduction policies. 
Some churches host a VBS breakfast where 
the money raised goes towards paying for 
some of their members to attend. At the 
conclusion of VBS, they host a family 
night. A supper is provided along with a 
performance displaying samples of what 
the children have learned during the week. 

Casey says there is always a community 
mission along with our VBS. This helps the 
other churches and community members 
get involved. Last year they focused on 


recycling. In previous years, they collected 
backpacks and school supplies. They have 
also collected books as part of a prison 
ministry as well. 

Once VBS is over, the total cost is 
divided between the numbers of churches 
participating, and covers only the expenses 
related to VBS (supplies, snacks, etc..) The 
churches also contact the local media to 
attend the event. This spreads the story in 
the community and shows how churches 
can come together to reach out to the com¬ 
munity. 


Mission Kids and Vacation Bible School: Helping to change the world 


There are some fairly standard pro¬ 
grams that should be included in VBS. 
Bible study. Recreation. Crafts. 

Probably singing. Maybe snacks. And 
absolutely mission. Often we cut some 
aspect of the curriculum to make it fit bet¬ 
ter with our planned day. And often mis¬ 
sion is cut. Children, and adults, are 
seeking ways that they can live out the 
things they leam about in Bible study and 
the things they sing about in the songs. 
Mission, and probably only mission, more 
than crafts or recreation can help them 
leam to live out the Christian life. 


Often we shrink back from what chil¬ 
dren can leam about in mission, or even 
the depth and breadth that they can be 
involved. Children are very aware that 
there are people that are stmggling. They 
see people on the street in need of assis¬ 
tance. They may go to school with other 
children who have far less than them¬ 
selves. Children are sensitive to these 
issues. Children are aware that something 
should be done, and often hold adults 
accountable to that. Missions at VBS is a 
time when children can begin to see ways 
that they can make a difference for God’s 


Kingdom. 

Most prepared curriculum comes with 
a mission component. Be careful if the 
curriculum only shows adults engaging in 
mission. And be equally careful of cur¬ 
riculum that only urges children to “give” 
to mission. While that’s not a bad thing, 
it certainly isn’t the only way for them to 
be involved. Think about your communi¬ 
ty, and what is needed for your communi¬ 
ty. One church in a military community 
prepared cards for service men and 
women. A church near a prison prepared 
fun packets for children who came to visit 


a parent. Many churches had children 
who made blankets for other children. 
Children of one church collected their 
school uniforms and created a swap place 
for children who were unable to get uni¬ 
forms for school. Think about the world 
community. One church made school 
bags and filled them with supplies for 
children in other countries. Many other 
churches have children decorate and fill 
shoe boxes with supplies for children. 

Don’t restrain the children from being 
the caring missionaries they already are. 
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Christian Education 
Sunday is August 19 

Each year, the conference designates a 
Sunday for Christian Education Sunday. 
Although this is not a date as firmly 
entrenched in our tradition as United 
Methodist Student Sunday, or One Great 
Hour of Sharing, it is a day that each 
church should make an effort to not only 
designate a Sunday, but to celebrate the 
educational programs in their church. For 
this upcoming year the date that the con¬ 
ference proposes for Christian Education 
Sunday is August 19th, although you can 
pick a day that may be more effective for 
your ministry setting. How can you cele¬ 
brate? 

For children and youth, have a promo¬ 
tion day. Make this a big celebration of 
moving up. 

For adults, you can celebrate the topics 
that they will be studying during the 
upcoming year. 

If your church awards Bibles to chil¬ 
dren that attend, this would be a great day 
to have the church recognize them. 

Have a church wide “back to church” 
celebration, getting everyone back into the 
swing of activities . 

Kick off a new educational program, 
maybe one that meets outside of the 
church or on a weekday or evening. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference has 
designated a special offering fund for 
Christian Education Sunday. It is #4600 
and proceeds are used for educational 
events throughout the conference. 

CLM, from page 3 

CLMs resemble earlier exhorters, class 

leaders, lay preachers, and missioners. 

To become a Certified Lay Minister an 
individual must apply, be trained, screened, 
examined and assigned following the 
“Steps to become a Certified Lay 
Minister” information available on the 
Louisiana conference web site www.la- 
umc.org. When a CLM no longer has an 
assignment due to church discontinuance, 
merging, or change of ministry plan, the 
district superintendent is encouraged to 
assign the CLM to another congregation. 
This may be his or her own local church or 
another church that needs missional leader¬ 
ship as part of a ministry team. 

The CLM is assigned by the district 
superintendent to a congregation to pro¬ 
vide preaching, care ministry, program 
leadership, and witness to the community 
(or as otherwise spelled out in the CLM’s 
covenant agreement) as part of a Mutual 
Ministry Team. Only clergy have sacra¬ 
mental authority in The United Methodist 
Church. Baptism and Holy Communion 
are the two sacraments celebrated by our 
denomination. CLMs do not have sacra¬ 
mental authority, so they may not conduct 
baptism, Communion or weddings, but 
they may conduct funerals. 

If interested in learning more about 
Certified Lay Ministry, contact your pastor 
and district superintendent. 

For any other questions regarding the 
CLM program, please contact Rev. John 
Edd Harper, Coordinator of the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry at 
j ohneddharper@la-umc. org. 


CCYM offers valuable leadership training to youth 



BY NOAH NICHOLSON 

Conference Committee on Youth 
Ministries is a great way to provide youth 
leaders experience with interacting with 
their peers in a positive and uplifting 
way. 

One way this is accomplished is 
through the conference wide Senior 
High/Junior High retreats organized by 
the CCYM. During these retreats, youth 
members of the CCYM run worship serv¬ 
ices, small groups, team building activi¬ 
ties and other activities for retreat partici¬ 
pants. Adults do help out a fair bit with 
retreats. This collaboration helps teach 
structure, organization and preparedness 
to to these youth leaders. 

Another great way CCYM gives 
youth an opportunity to develop leader¬ 
ship is by attending Annual Conference. 
During this conference, youth delegates 
get the chance to see the inner workings 
of the United Methodist Church and are 
allowed to actively participate. The 
CCYM holds meetings modeled after 
Annual Conference where the youth 


involved participate in and decide 
themes, dates, how things will be run, 
where events are going to take place, etc. 

CCYM is such a blessing in my life. 
The people you meet support, uplift, and 


honestly change you in a fantastic way. 
To be able to touch others’ lives with 
these events we put on is worth the long 
hours we spend planning them. 



Give life. After life. 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation! 

- of Louisiana — 

“Where Faith and Money Come Together" I 


With planned giving, you can be sure 
the possessions God has entrusted 
to you now are invested in ways 
consistent with your values after 
you're gone. 

Give life to others and the church by 
creating a plan through any of these 
gift vehicles: 

• bequest in your will 

• charitable gift annuity 

• charitable remainder trust 

• life insurance policy 

• life estate 

Contact us to find out how 
you can give life after life. 


( 225 ) 346-1535 
( 800 ) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 























Registration for the 
2012 Louisiana 
Annual Conference 
will be held in the 
Fitness Center on 
Centenary’s Campus 
(not in the Gold 
Dome) 
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Louisiana Skeeter Run 



More than 2,000 join in Change the World event 


Despite chilly temperatures and the 
threat of rain, more than 2,000 participat¬ 
ed in the first annual Louisiana Skeeter 
Run in the early morning of April 21. 

Held in eight cities throughout 
Louisiana, United Methodists and com¬ 
munity members walked and ran to raise 
funds and awareness for Imagine No 
Malaria, an initiative of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Held as a Change the World event and 
sponsored by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, the Louisiana Skeeter Run 
was organized by the Global Health 
Initiative of the conference. 

“As United Methodists, we put feet to 
our faith. The Louisiana Skeeter Run is a 
great example of who we are. Each one 
of our volunteers played a key part in 
sharing the story for Imagine No 
Malaria,” said Margaret Johnson, chair 
for the conference initiative and Skeeter 
Run director. 

Participant Stephani Rogers wrote, 
“Just wanted to thank you for an awe¬ 
some run! I decided at the last minute to 
run the 5K. I loved the people along the 
way cheering us on and the friendliness 
of everyone! I do not go to church there 
(a United Methodist church) and I felt so 


amazingly welcome! I will run again 
next year for sure!” 

The inclement weather the morning of 
the run caused a few nervous moments 
for race directors at the majority of the 
eight sites. 

Rev. Jon Lord, race committee mem¬ 
ber, recalls events leading up to the start 
of the New Orleans Skeeter Run. 

“Even at 6:30 a.m., the sky was still 
cloudy with lightning showing to the 
southwest. We were held up getting into 
the Riverview Park by a stopped public 
belt train. But this was God’s event, 
because the rain held off and we started 
on time,” he said. 

Across the state, Rev. Lord’s son Ryan 
ran in the Ruston Skeeter Run. The junior 
Lord, who won his age group, is a malar¬ 
ia survivor. 

“Ryan contracted malaria when we 
lived in Tanzania,” said Rev. Lord, who 
served as a missionary in Africa. “A 
reporter from KNOE-TV in Monroe 
interviewed Ryan after the race as a 
malaria survivor. The young newsman 
didn’t know that malaria is a disease or 
how it is contracted. I was struck by the 
great need for elevating awareness of the 
disease in the United States.” 


The Baton Rouge Skeeter Run boast¬ 
ed the largest number of supporters with 
464 volunteers, walkers and runners. 
Steve Backstrom, who helped to direct 
runners midway through the route, was 
surprised to receive a donation for 
Imagine No Malaria from a passer by. “A 
man skirting the route in his car rolled 
down the window and asked me what 
was going on. I explained the Skeeter 
Run to him, and shared a little bit of 
information about the cause. He took out 
his checkbook and handed me a donation 
of $50!,” said Backstrom. 

The morning after the Skeeter Run, 
the success of the event was celebrated in 
churches throughout the Louisiana 
Conference. Rev. Jeff Duke, pastor of 
Bayou Blue United Methodist Church in 
Houma, shared that the acolytes for 
Sunday morning worship proudly wore 
their Skeeter Run t-shirts in church. “I 
thought this was a great followup to the 
event that we very much enjoyed yester¬ 
day,” he said. 

Probably speaking for many, on race 
day, one young woman shared her reason 
for getting involved: “As Christians, 
that’s our job! It’s what we’re supposed 
to do.” 
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General Conference 2012 is ended: No restructure this time around 


United Methodists from five continents 
addressed a wide range of challenging 
issues, including church structure and 
human sexuality, and engaged in an Act of 
Repentance toward indigenous people dur¬ 
ing their 10-day legislative gathering. 

Meeting in the Tampa Convention 
Center, steps away from the waters of 
Tampa Bay, the 988 delegates recalled 
through worship, song and sermon the 
healing and transforming ministry of Jesus 
beside the Sea of Galilee. 

Delegates and some 4,000 visitors and 
staff were surprised when on May 4, the 
final day of the assembly, they received 
word from the church’s supreme court that 
a major piece of legislation regarding 
restructuring violated the denomination’s 
Constitution. 

Afterward, Bishop Larry M. Goodpaster 
of the Charlotte (N.C.) Area, outgoing 
Council of Bishops president, sought to 
comfort a frustrated assembly. “God 
always provides a way,” he said. 

In addition to restructuring and the Act 
of Repentance, General Conference 
addressed a wide range of topics during its 
April 24-May 4 gathering. The delegates: 

-Retained the church’s position regard¬ 
ing homosexuality, deciding not to adopt 
language that would have said United 


Methodists are not of one mind on this 
issue; 

-Did away with “guaranteed appoint¬ 
ments” for clergy (in Judicial Council 
review); 

-Rejected a proposal for setting aside a 
bishop to serve as full-time president of the 
Council of Bishops; 

-Entered into full communion with a 
number of historically black pan-Methodist 
denominations; 

-Approved making the United 
Methodist Women an autonomous organi¬ 
zation rather than operating it under the 
church's missions agency; 

-Created a national ministry plan for 
Pacific Islanders; 

-Adopted a $603.1 million budget for 
the 2013-2016 period; and 

-Decided not to divest from three com¬ 
panies whose products are used by the 
Israeli military in the occupied Palestinian 
territories. 

Church restructuring received more 
attention from delegates than any other 
issue. Plans for a new structure that had 
been evolving over the last year and finally 
hammered out after a weeklong struggle 
took a major hit when The Rev. L. 
Fitzgerald “Gere” Reist, secretary of the 
conference, announced that the Judicial 


Hamilton pre-reading encouraged 


Rev. Adam Hamilton will serve as guest 
teacher for the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference reflecting this year’s theme, 
“Building Up Leaders for Building Up the 
World.” 

He will address the conference on 
Sunday evening, June 3, and Monday 
morning, June 4 with a focus on “leading 
beyond the walls.” 

Rev. Hamilton is the founding pastor of 
the United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. The 
church has grown from four people in 1990 
to more than 16,000 adult members with 
an average weekly worship attendance of 
8,6000 in 2011. 

Those attending annual conference are 
encouraged to read Leading Beyond the 

Directory photos 

During the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Shreveport, photos will be 
taken of all clergy and lay delegates for the 
pictorial directory. Clergy spouses are 
invited to have their photo taken with their 
clergy spouse this year for the directory. 

All who take a photo get one free direc¬ 
tory and one free 8x10 photo. 


Walls by Adam Hamilton (ISBN 978-0- 
687-06415-1) and Unleashing the Word 
by Hamilton (ISBN-13: 978-1-4267-0700- 
1) prior to attending conference. You can 
call Cokesbury to order the books at 800- 
672-1789 or order on line at www.cokes- 
bury.com 

There will be an opportunity for .5 
CEU’s for those at Conference who partici¬ 
pate in the Adam Hamilton’s sessions. 

They will need to participate in the ses¬ 
sions, read at least one of the two recom¬ 
mended books, and write a reflection 
paper. The process will be given through 
the conference website. Hamilton will also 
have suggestions for all pastors to follow¬ 
up on the sessions with recommended 
actions. 

taken June 3-5 

The photos will be taken in the Smith 
Building in Rooms 107 and 108. The 
schedule for the photo taking is: 

Sunday, June 3- 2-6 p.m. 

Monday, June 4- 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 5- 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


In Memoriam 


Rev. Charles Consentino 

April 2, 2012 

Muriel Geneva Miller 

April 3, 2012 

Norma Stewart Winegeart 

April 6, 2012 

Julia Beeler 

April 20, 2012 

Charley Marcussen 

April 26, 2012 


Council had ruled the newly established 
structure unconstitutional. 

Since only one morning session had 
been set aside to discuss issues related to 
human sexuality, the conference did not 
address petitions calling for changes in the 
present policy of denying clergy the right 
to conduct services of union for persons of 
the same gender or policies prohibiting the 
ordination and appointment of self-pro- 
fessed practicing homosexuals. 

Delegates approved two new line items 
in the World Service Fund. They created a 


$5 million fund for theological education in 
central conferences and $7 million to 
recruit and train young clergy in the United 
States. That action, combined with earlier 
recommendations to reduce agency budgets 
by 6 percent, means general agencies will 
receive nearly 10 percent less money in 
2013-16 than they received in 2009-2012. 

The delegates, from more than 60 
nations, processed some 1,200 petitions 
during the assembly which meets every 
four years and is the only body that speaks 
for the 13 million-member denomination. 



HIGH SCHOOL 

LEADERSHIP 


-ACADEMY 



JULY 17-20,2012 


We invite rising juniors who are leading in their high schools 
to be part of a unique leadership development experience. 
Academy participants will develop an understanding of 
service-minded leadership through the integration 
of living, learning, and action. 


“If your actions Inspire others to dream more, learn more, 
do more and become more, you are a leader. ” 

John Quincy Adams 


CENTENARY.EDU/HSLA 




Louisiana Conferenced^^ 
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Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
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Louisiana United Methodist Women: 

A supportive community committed to mission 


President’s Message 


The United 
Methodist Women 
officers at the State 
level are required, 
by the Women’s 
Division, “to work 
with the local 
UMW units to 
develop programs 
that meet their 
needs and inter- Barbara 

ests.” This is our Ferguson 

Function, or our 

Purpose, as written by the Women’s 
Division. 

So, we are asking the local units: 
“How are we doing in serving you?” 



More appropriately, “Are we being a 
blessing to you?” Our Local Unit 
Survey, which is below, has been dis¬ 
tributed to all local units. If your unit 
has not responded, please take time to 
do so. We will tally the results, anony¬ 
mously, and let the voice of the local 
units guide us as we plan for a more 
wonderful United Methodist Women 
experience for all. 

(You can respond to the survey 
below, or email Barbara Ferguson at 
bferguson@researchonreforms.org for a 
copy of the survey online.) 

Barbara Ferguson, president 


In appreciation to the Hutchinsons 


On behalf of the Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women, we would like 
to express our sincere appreciation to 
Bishop William Hutchinson and Kay 
Hutchinson for their service to the 
Louisiana Conference. They have both 
been very supportive of United Methodist 
Women in Louisiana since coming here in 
September, 2000. Bishop Hutchinson gra¬ 
ciously served as featured speaker at the 
UMW Annual Meeting in September of 
2001. The bishop and Kay have continued 
their support of UMW, attending 
Conference events to bring greetings and 
messages and to serve communion. Kay 
has served as song leader. After Louisiana 
suffered damage from Hurricanes Katrina 


and Rita in 2005, Bishop Hutchinson was 
an inspirational leader in the recovery 
effort. In 2008, Bishop Hutchinson post¬ 
poned his retirement so that he could con¬ 
tinue his work in the Louisiana 
Conference. That same year, Louisiana 
suffered damage from two additional hurri¬ 
canes, Gustav and Ike, and the Louisiana 
Disaster Recovery Ministry responded to 
the challenge once again. Bishop 
Hutchinson has been with us during some 
of the most difficult times in the history of 
our state. They have shared God’s love 
with the people of Louisiana through their 
service in The United Methodist Church. 
May God bless them for their ministry. 


Conference vice president highlights UMW upcoming activities 


Whoa! Did I miss 
spring this year? It 
already feels like we 
are into summer. And 
you know what sum¬ 
mer brings for mem¬ 
bers of United 
Methodist Women— 
plenty of important 
activities: 

• I am sure many 
of you have already 
made plans to attend the South Central 
Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting in 
Abilene, Texas on June 22 - 24 of this 
year. If not, you need to start right now. 

• Also, don’t forget to attend our 
Louisiana Annual Conference at Centenary 
on June 3-6. Hope to see many of you 
there as our Bishop will be retiring this 
year. 

• West Gulf Regional School of 
Mission will be in session on June 25 - 28, 


for all Study Leaders, Dean and Assistant 
Dean and Executive Committee members 
of the Louisiana Conference. Those of you 
who are going to attend need to register 
online. 

• And it is not too soon to register for 
the Louisiana Conference School of 
Christian Mission at Wesley Center on July 
18 - 21, 2012. You will find the registra¬ 
tion form on the UMW website. You do 
not want to miss this event this year. Be 
sure to invite someone who has never been 
to the School of Mission to come with you. 

Dean, Myma Freeman and Assistant 
Dean, Debbie Hancock, have spent many 
hours this past year preparing for this 
year’s Conference School. They have 
made every effort to provide a variety of 
study leaders to include all aspects of our 
Conference membership, as you will see 
from the bio’s printed in this issue. We 
have some new studies that are current and 
informative. I plan to be a leader for one 



of the Plenaries this year. 

And now, I would like to offer a tribute 
in remembrance of two women which were 
true ‘icons’ of our UMW organization - 
Nancy Carruth and Norma Winegeart. 

The passing of these women has left us 
a legacy of what it means to serve with 
dedication and self-giving. Nancy was an 
Ambassador representing the ideals of our 
organization and fulfilling our Purpose to 
people far and near. And Norma, worked 
tirelessly to document and preserve the his¬ 
tory of our organization for posterity. 

Those of us, who knew them, had our lives 
enriched by the very spirit of their being. 

As a point of personal privilege: I can 
recall when Norma was unable to speak 
and when asked, “How are you doing, 
today?” She would thrust out her hand 
with that thumb up and a wink in her eye 
and a smile that communicated that she 
was, OK! I can’t help but believe that 
when Norma went to her heavenly Father, 



Nancy Carruth 



Norma Winegart 


he must have thrust out his thumb and said, 
“You’re OK with me, Norma!” 

We will all not soon forget these two 
women and their service. 

Remember to Honor our Past and 
Nurture the Future. Find your ‘mission’ 
and pursue it in every way you can. 

God’s Peace and Grace be with you, 

Judy Willis, vice president 


Local Unit Survey 2012 
Louisiana United Methodist Women 

Dear UMW Local Unit President or Contact Person: 

Please take a few minutes to complete this survey, which was developed by the UMW Louisiana Conference Executive Committee. We want to know your needs and inter¬ 
ests so that we can better serve you. We believe that the strength of United Methodist Women resides in the local units. We are thankful for you. 

Sincerely, Barbara Ferguson, president... and, all officers of the Executive Committee 

Name of Church_ District_ 

Person Completing Survey:_ 

(You may complete the survey without giving your church, district or name. If mailing in the survey, you will need additional paper.) 


1. Do you feel that the Louisiana Conference UMW is responsive to your local unit’s needs and interests? How could we be more responsive? 

2. Have you or members of your local unit attended the yearly Annual Meeting of the Conference? Why or why not? 

3. Does your unit value and work toward receiving certificates at the Annual Meeting? If yes, what certificates are most important to you 

4. Have you or your members attended the yearly School of Christian Mission at the Wesley Center? Why or why not? 

5. Does your unit participate in Five Star Giving? Do you have any questions or concerns about giving to UMW? 

6. Do you feel you are being well informed by your UMW district level committee about events and activities? How could we improve this? 

7. How can we help the local UMW units to attract more women to join? 

8. Please add any other comments that would be helpful. 

Please return this survey to your District President, or return to Barbara Ferguson, La. Conference Presiden, 1467 Moss St., New Orleans 70119, or email Barbara at bfergu- 
son@researchonreforms.org 
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Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women extend an invitation to answer the call: Come, 


2012 School of Mission - Dean's Message 


"That all may have life ..is the 

theme of this year's School of Christian 
Mission. In John 10:10 Jesus proclaims "I 
came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly." (NRSV) God's ultimate will 
for humankind is that all persons have full¬ 
ness of life - a life of wholeness and hope, 
a life of freedom from oppression, a life of 
justice and truth, a life of inner peace and 
strength. Jesus' ministry and teaching 
embodied this will. 

Yet, how is fullness of life for all possi¬ 
ble in a wounded, broken and sometimes 
hostile world where systems oppress, hearts 
are hardened, margins separate, and atti¬ 
tudes demean? 

Fullness of life for all is possible when 
we as people of Christ: 

* Challenge and change systems that 
oppress and impede 

* Welcome and fully embrace the 
stranger, the immigrant, and the marginal¬ 
ized 

* Advocate for the least and the lost 

* Partner with others to restore and 
rebuild lives and communities 

As people of Christ, let us change what 
needs to be changed, say what needs to be 
said, do what needs to be done and love as 
Christ would have us love so that all may 
have life and have it abundantly. 

As our whole world shrinks with the 
advent of more technology, our study sub¬ 
jects become more and more complex. 

Who would have thought 30 years ago that 
most of us would have a computer on our 
desk; or that we might be calling a techni¬ 


cian in China, Japan, 

India or even 
Pakistan when we 
needed help. Who 
would have thought 
we could E-mail a 
mission installation 
somewhere around 
the world. Frankly, I 
still have this mental 
image of big black 
letters from faxes 
floating around in 
space - trying to figure out where they go 
and how they get there. 

This year's spiritual growth study is 
"Immigration in the Bible". This study 
shares the story of the Bible as a narrative 
of immigrants and migration. Exploring 
the Biblical and theological understandings 
of immigration, immigrants, and migration, 
this study seeks to enable the participants 
to examine what it is to be a sojourner and 
to live into the Biblical mandate of hospi¬ 
tality for "the stranger" and "aliens" in our 
midst. 

The study seeks to equip the participants 
to see the Bible as the ultimate immigration 
handbook in responding to the immigrants. 
The Bible was written by, for, and about 
migrants, immigrants, refugees, and asylum 
seekers. It gives directions for responding 
to sisters and brothers, from around the 
world, which come to a land seeking safe¬ 
ty, sanctuary, and sustenance. It is also the 
book that many of our ancestors used to 
help them survive the stress and strain of 


integrating into a new 
country. The Bible 
offers guidance and 
direction for persons 
who migrate or immi¬ 
grate by choice, and 
for persons who flee 
because of devasta¬ 
tion and destruction 
through violence or 
natural disasters. 

Could there be a 
more complex topic 
than "Poverty", our 2012 issue study 
theme. Our Christian faith invites each of 
us and our faith communities to become 
agents of God's compassion and healing in 
a wounded world. Poverty is a human 
rights issue with grave impact on women 
and children. Written by Dr. Jack A. 

Keller, with chapter contributions by other 
selected writers, this mission study on 
poverty is designed to help participants rec¬ 
ognize and claim for themselves the con¬ 
nections between Scripture, church tradi¬ 
tion, compassion for the poor, social out¬ 
reach, and social justice. 

As cited by Dr. Pamela Couture in her 
chapter on Poverty in the U.S.A., Biblical 
passages have reminded Christians of their 
responsibility for poverty. The Wesleyan 
movement embraced this concern by creat¬ 
ing community centers where destitute peo¬ 
ple could access education, medical care or 
employment. Members of United 
Methodist Women and its predecessor 
organizations have documented poverty 


and responded to the poor where they exist. 

Our returning geographical study is 
Haiti. Rev. R. B. Moore will be returning 
with the experience of participating in a 
VIM trip under his belt. It will be most 
interesting to hear him tell of how differ¬ 
ently he approaches leading the study after 
this experience. 

Why do we study? If we don't know 
can we care as much? No other Women's 
organization of this nature spends as much 
thought, time, effort and money educating 
its members as does UMW. Could it be to 
equip us to fulfill God's Mandate, Christ's 
Commandment to love our neighbor as 
yourself? Coming to School of Christian 
Mission (SCM) is a challenge and a pleas¬ 
ure. 

My grandmother was fond of saying "a 
day that you can't learn a little, love a little, 
and laugh a little; is a day not worth liv¬ 
ing." Debbie and I are "champing at the 
bit" for you to come to SCM this year 
because we're aiming at making all three of 
those things happen. As I prayed about 
what to say in this message, the answer 
seemed to be "tell them how you feel". For 
me SCM is grounding, a direction for me 
to take in my faith journey, an opportunity 
to renew old acquaintances and make new 
ones. The studies equip and challenge me 
to go home and teach others, they motivate 
me to learn and to be concerned. 

Debbie and I can hardly wait to greet 
you. We have fun night planned and can 
picture you there having a great time. 

Come and join us July 18-21. 



Myma Freeman 
Dean 



Debbie Hancock 
Assistant Dean 


Louisiana Conference UMW recognized for 
work in raising awareness of domestice violence 


Domestic Violence was one of 
United Methodist Women’s Social 
Justice Issues for 2011. Several aware¬ 
ness events were held at the conference 
and district levels. On April 26, United 
Methodist Women received the Special 
Service Award for "Outstanding Service 
in the Field of Violence Against 
Women" presented to us by the 


Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence. The award was presented at 
the Faculty Club on the campus of LSU 
in Baton Rouge. Past President Edna 
Hickman was invited to accept the 
award. Also in attendance were Laura 
Salguero, Louisiana Conference 
Coordinator for Social Action, and Pat 
Bates. 


General Conference approves UMW autonomy 


By a vote of 889 to 20, General 
Conference made United Methodist 
Women an autonomous organization within 
the United Methodist Church May 1 during 
its quadrennial meeting Tampa, Fla. The 
historic vote separates the national policy¬ 
making body of women organized for mis¬ 
sion within the denomination from the 
church’s mission agency for the first time 
in more than 70 years. 

“This is great result for United 
Methodist Women and for the church and 
positions us for the next 143 years of mis¬ 
sion,” said Harriett Jane Olson, chief exec¬ 
utive of the national United Methodist 
Women organization. 

General Conference also approved a 
series of recommendations from United 


Methodist Women that will structurally 
strengthen ties between local United 
Methodist Women members, their national 
structure and the ministries they support 
around the world. The actions will provide 
more flexibility to local, district, confer¬ 
ence and jurisdictional United Methodist 
Women as they organized for mission in 
their respective communities. 

In a separate vote, oversight of the 
denomination’s deaconess and home mis- 
sioner programs was placed with the new 
national United Methodist Women organi¬ 
zation. “This restores the break that was 
made in 1964 and the relationship the 
office of deaconess has had with women 
organized for mission since it was created 
in 1888,” said Barbara Campbell. 


2012 UMW School of Christian Mission 
reveals cover design by Faye Abrams 



The 2012 UMW 
School of Christian 
Mission artwork was 
designed by Faye Y. 

Abram from the Missouri 
Conference. The title of 
the artwork is "One Flock, 

One Shepherd." Faye 
explains the artwork: 

Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
stands with arms open to 
welcome all who will fol¬ 
low him. The body of 
Christ (in four different 
colors: red, yellow, black 
and white) represents the 
Christian Church as a 
group of believers of dif¬ 
ferent races. Similarly, this 
drawing and our 2012 
Mission Studies remind us 
that Christ's "other sheep" 
includ the people of Haiti, 
people living in poverty; 
immigrants, refugees and 
migrants. They include 
others who are not part of 
our faith community. The 
green triangle represents 
green pastures, leading to 
a richer fuller life in Christ and salvation. 

Faye Y. Abrams, Ph.D., A.C.S.W. , the 
artist, is an Associate Professor in the 
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share, study and renew commitments to mission by attending the 2012 School of Christian Mission 

Meet the 2012 School of Christian Mission Study Leaders and Musicians 


Rev. Weldon Bares 

Spiritual Growth Study: Immigration and 
the Bible 

A native of 

Lafayette, Rev. Weldon 
Bares graduated from 
the University of 
Southwestern 
Louisiana with a 
degree in 

Communication. He 
received his Master of 
Divinity degree from 
Asbury Theological 
Seminary. Weldon was 



Rev. Weldon 
Bares 



ordained as an elder in full connection in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference in 1981. 
He has served the following churches: 
Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Lafayette (associate pastor) for 11 years; 
First United Methodist of Plaquemine and 
Grand River United Methodist for 5 years; 
Springhill United Methodist for 4 years; 
Lea Joyner Memorial United Methodist in 
Monroe for 10 years. He became the senior 
pastor of First United Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles in June of 2010. 

Weldon enjoys traveling, reading, sports 
(especially the Dallas Cowboys), and 
movies. 

Rev. Willie Berman 
Issue Study: Poverty 

A missionary with 
the General Board of 
Global Ministries, Rev. 

Willie Berman is serv¬ 
ing in his home coun¬ 
try of Mexico as the 
Mexican Methodist 
Border Mission 
Coordinator based in 
Reynosa. Since 2001, 

Willie has worked with R ev . Willie 
VIM teams from annual Berman 
conferences in 

Louisiana and six other states. 

Willie’s call to mission was inspired by 
the work of his parents as they received 
and worked with mission teams in the poor 
areas of Reynosa, Mexico. He began sens¬ 
ing God’s call to mission as he saw how 
US teams in Reynosa worked with the peo¬ 
ple with so much love and care, and how 
inactive his local church was in mission. ”1 
felt they were doing what we were sup¬ 
posed to be doing as a church,” Willie 
shares. 

Willie and his wife, Veronica, are the 
parents of two young children. The 
Bermans attend Ebenezer Church in 
Reynosa, Mexico. 

Miok Lee Fowler, Ed.D 
Issue Study: Poverty 

Korean Language 
Coordinator for United 
Methodist Women 
since 2007, Miok Lee 
Fowler received B.A. 
and M.A. degrees in 
Korean Language and 
Literature from Ewha 
Women’s University in 
Seoul, Korea; B.A. and 
M.A.Ed. degrees in 
English and French 



Miok Lee Fowler, 
Ed.D 


from Northwestern Oklahoma University; 
and a Doctorate in Education from the 
University of Northern Colorado. She has 
served as Instructor of Korean language at 
CU Boulder and as Adjunct Professor of 
Modem Languages at University College 
of the University of Denver. Since 1982, 
she has owned a State Farm Agency in 
Greenwood Village, Colorado. 

The author of a novel and a collection 
of essays, Miok is a columnist for Vox 
Korean Newspaper in Denver. She has 
served on a number of boards. Since 2007, 
she has been a study leader of social issues 
for the Korean Event at the UMW Rocky 
Mountain Conference. She is married and 
has two children. 

Rev. An ice Moses 
Issue Study: Poverty 

Rev. Anice N. 

Moses obtained her 
B.A. from Southeastern 
Louisiana University in 
Hammond and a 
Master’s of Divinity 
from Gammon 
Theological Seminary 
- a consortium of the 
Interdenominational 
Theological Center in 
Atlanta, GA. 

Anice has been a 
pastor in the LA Conference for 16 years. 
An ordained elder in full connection in the 
United Methodist Church, she has served 
in the Monroe, New Orleans, and Lake 
Charles districts, and is now serving 
Warren United Methodist Church in Lake 
Charles. 

Anice serves on many district and con¬ 
ference committees and boards and has 
received many honors, but she says her 
greatest joy is being a “Servant of the 
Lord.” 

Anice is married and has four children 
and thirteen grandchildren. Her hobbies 
are reading, writing poetry, singing, and 
spending time with friends and family 
(especially her grandchildren). 

Jo Sheetz 

Issue Study: Poverty 

Deaconess Jo 
Sheetz has always had 
a heart for service. 

Growing up in 
Houston, she was very 
active with her church 
and Girl Scout troop in 
inner city ministries. 

She attended Vanderbilt 
and University of 
Tennessee in Nashville. 

She earned her Master’s Degree in non¬ 
profit management from Georgia State 
University in 2000. Her internship was at 
the Atlanta Women & Children’s Day 
Shelter for the homeless. 

In 2003, Jo accepted the position of 
director of Atlanta Urban Ministries, which 
serves homeless women and children with 
feeding programs, food pantry, and an 
after-school program. For four years, she 
was the Education Coordinator in Sandy 
Springs, GA. Just last July, she was hired 
by UMCOR to serve as Community 



Jo Sheetz 



Rev. Anise 
Moses 


Outreach Ministries Coordinator at Sager- 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, LA. Jo tries to 
get back to Atlanta often to visit her three 
children and five grandchildren. She 
embraces the deaconess motto: “I serve 
neither for gratitude nor reward, but from 
gratitude and love; my reward is that I may 
serve.” 

Rev. Inez Daggs 
Williams 

Issue Study: Poverty 

Rev. Inez Daggs 
Williams is a retired 
Deacon in full connec¬ 
tion to the Louisiana 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church. She is also a 
certified Spiritual 
Director. She has been Rev. Inez Daggs 
a member of Bethany Williams 
United Methodist Church since June 1969, 
where she has served in a variety of capaci¬ 
ties. 

After Hurricane Katrina, Rev. Williams 
resided in Dallas for four years, where she 
served as Christian Education Director and 
Director of Children’s Ministry at Hamilton 
Park UMC. Since her return to New 
Orleans, her ministerial duties involve 
heading the Witness Program, Adult Bible 
Study, and Prayer Corps at Bethany UMC. 
She is also a member of the Louisiana 
Conference Response Team. 

Rev. Williams has a B.A. in English 
from Xavier University and a Masters in 
Social Work from LSU. She has worked 
many years in social programs such as 
AmeriCorps, VISTA, Family Services, 
Battered Women Shelters, and New 
Orleans Public Schools; she worked twen¬ 
ty-six years in Child Protection Services, 
from which she took an early retirement. 
Rev. Roy Moore 
Geographical Study: 

Haiti 

Rev. Roy B. Moore 
has served as Pastor of 
First Homer and 
Wesley Chapel United 
Methodist Churches 
since 2008. He is a 
former pastor of 
Henning Memorial 

UMC, Sulphur, LA, Rev. Roy Moore 
First Bastrop/Collinston 
United Methodist 

Churches; Jonesboro UMC; and First 
Ringgold/Castor United Methodist 
Churches. 

Roy Bryan (RB) has been serving as 
Pastor of churches since 1983, in both 
Louisiana and Mississippi. He graduated 
from New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary and attended Perkins School of 
Theology on the campus of Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas. He has 
been on a number of mission trips to places 
such as Montana, Ohio, Texas, Kentucky, 
Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina. Last 
September, he went to Haiti. 

Rev. Moore and his wife, Millie, have 
been married for over thirty years. They 
have a son, Bryan, and a daughter, 

Bethany. 




Marjorie S. Franklin 
Youth Leader 

Marjorie Franklin is 
a very active member 
of Warren United 
Methodist Church in 
Lake Charles, LA, 
under the leadership of 
Rev. Anice N. Moses. 

She is currently serving 
as the Lay Leader, 

Youth Director, and 
Secretary of the 
Administrative Council. 

She also serves as the youth Sunday School 
and Vacation Bible School teacher. 

Marjorie serves in her local UMW unit 
as the Spiritual Growth Coordinator. She 
has also held this position on the district 
level as well as serving as the Historian. 

She is currently serving on the 
Nominations Committee for the Louisiana 
Conference UMW. 

Marjorie has been employed as an 
Administrative Assistant for Davita 
Dialysis for 22 years. She and her husband, 
Melvin, have been married for 38 years; 
they are the parents of two daughters. 
Monica Bailey 
Youth Leader 

Monica Bailey and 
her husband, James, are 
members of Wesley 
UMC of DeRidder. She 
grew up in Gulfport, 

MS, and moved to 
Louisiana to attend 
McNeese State 
University. She current¬ 
ly teaches third grade at 
Rosepine Elementary. 

Monica is involved 
with the mission outreach committee at her 
church. Their newest mission project (start¬ 
ed last year) is a summer feeding program. 
They fed about 25 children three days a 
week throughout the summer. This year, 
they plan to add bible School each week of 
the program. 

“This program really helped me become 
more involved in our church,” she says. “I 
hope to continue to grow spiritually with 
the support of my husband and fellow 
church members.” 

Rev. Connie Breaux 
Pianist 

A native of New 
Orleans, Rev. Connie 
Breaux is under dual 
appointment to 
Grambling State 
University as Director 
of the Wesley 
Foundation serving 
Campus Ministries 
United in Grambling, 
and as Associate 
Minister of Higher 
Education at Trinity 
UMC in Ruston. 

Rev. Breaux holds both Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees from Southern University, 

See Leaders/Musicians, page 6 
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United Methodist Women Spring Board Meeting Highlights 2012 



The final meeting for the end of the 
quadrennium of the board of directors of 
the Women’s Division of the General 
Board of Global Ministries was held in 
Plano, Texas, at Christ United Methodist 
Church, March 15-19, 2012. The follow¬ 
ing items were approved by the outgoing 
Board of Directors: 

A new name for the School of 
Christian Mission: Mission u (current year 
to be added in title). The “u” represents the 
idea of a university as well as texting lan¬ 
guage for “you”. The new title becomes 
effective in 2013. 

Future Mission Study Themes 

2015 Spiritual Growth Study: 
Pursuit of Happiness 

2015 Geographical Study: Latin 
America (to include children, and youth) 

2016 Spiritual Growth Study: 

The Bible and Human Sexuality 

2016 Issue study: Climate 
Justice (to include children and youth) 
Initiative on Domestic Violence in the 
amount of $60,000 in honor of outgoing 
national president Inelda Z. Gonzalez will 
continue to provide resources such as 
brochures and continued DVD promotions 
(“What Churches Can Do” and “I Believe 
You”) concerning domestic violence. The 
initiative will also sponsor quarterly webi¬ 
nars covering basic domestic violence 
information, practical methodology, facili- 


Reading challenges our minds, warms 
our hearts, and guides our actions as we 
grow in our faith and live out our United 
Methodist Women’s purpose every day. 
United Methodist Women have a variety of 
reading resources that relate to: Mission 
matters and social issues; making disciples 
and making communities of faith; people 
who inspire others and the God who 
inspires us all; individuals serving others 
and women who inspire nations; helping 
the women across the street and across the 
world; and growing in faith and service to 
others as we reflect God’s love. All this 
and much more can be found in the two 
magazines that we as United Methodist 
Christians are urged to read: Response, the 
program magazine of United Methodist 
Women and New World Outlook, the mis¬ 
sion magazine of the United Methodist 
Church. Call 877-881-2385 to order. 

Read the mission study books for 2012- 
2013. The books can be ordered from the 
Mission Resource Center, 1221 Profit 
Drive, Dallas, TX 75247 or telephone 1- 
800-305-9857 or online <www.missionre- 
sourcecenter.org>. The three study books 
are the Geographical study Haiti- 
Challenges and Hope ($10); Issue study on 
Poverty ($10); and Spiritual Growth study- 
immigration and the Bible: A Guide for 
Radical Welcome ($7.00). Reading the 
mission study books will provide credit for 
the Reading Program, as follows: 

Haiti- Education for Mission category; 
Poverty - Social Action category; and 
Immigration - Spiritual Growth category. 

Read books from the Reading Program 
which includes a wide variety of books, 
long and short, some easy reading and 


tate internships, and four trainings that will 
be offered to “train trainers”, for ongoing 
awareness raising, and organize response 
to domestic violence in churches and com¬ 
munities. 

The 2013 Reading Program list (sched¬ 
uled to be released after August 2012). 

Coming Soon: 

• Limitless: Redefine Tomorrow 
August 2-5, 2012 (young women’s event) 

• A Native American Consultation 
August 24-26, 2012 

• New board of directors (following 
elections of Jurisdictional Quadrennial 
meetings) 

Possible Changes (pending General 
Conference decisions): 

New Name 


some more difficult. The Reading Program 
runs from July 1 through June 30 of the 
next calendar year. The 2008-2012 lists of 
Reading Program books can be found 
online at 

<www.missionresourcecenter.org> Some 
of the books relate to our current social 
issues of immigration, poverty, and domes¬ 
tic violence. Buy books from Mission 
Resource Center, <www.amazon.com>, 
bookstores or borrow from public library 
collections or through Inter-library loan. 
Also, shop the Resource Room at 
Conference School of Christian Mission at 
Wesley Center July 18-20 or Annual 
Meeting on October 12-13, 2012 at First 
United Methodist Church of Houma in my 
Acadian District. 

Read from five categories of books: 
Education for Mission, Social Action, 
Nurturing for Community, Spiritual 
Growth, and Leadership Development. 
Participants are required to select one of 
the following plans and read the specified 
number of books for that plan: 

• Plan I: Five books per year, one 
book from each category. 

• Plan II: Ten books a year, 2 books 
from each category plus two more books 

• Plan III: Fifteen books a year, two 
from each category plus five more, any cat¬ 
egory 

• Plan IV: Twenty books a year, two 
from each category plus 10 more, any cate¬ 
gory 

In addition to reading books, partici¬ 
pants are required to read magazines for 
the Reading Program plans, as follows: 

Plan I: Read Response only. Plan II, III 
and IV: Read Response and New World 


New Structure 

New By-laws 

The proposed changes can be reviewed 
at the official web site for United 
Methodist Women http://new.gbgm- 
umc.org/news/eventsnew/gc2012/. There 
is a PowerPoint presentation of the propos¬ 
als to be presented at the 2012 General 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in Tampa, Florida. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as a 
director of the Women’s Division for the 
last two quadrenniums and I look forward 
to supporting and embracing the work of 
such a powerful organization of women 
who really help make mission possible!!! 

Kathleen Conrad 


Outlook 

Readers are asked to fill out a Reading 
Program form that is submitted to a desig¬ 
nated person from each unit who will mail 
the individual forms, plus the second form 
tabulating participation, to the District 
Secretary of Program Resources. District 
deadlines differ; however the Conference 
deadline is August 15, 2012. 

So READ, READ, and READ! 

Janell Ducrest 

Conference Secretary of Program 
Resources 

j ducrest@gmail.com 

337-504-4480 

304 Ella Street, Lafayette, LA 70506 


Leaders/Musicians, from page 5 

Baton Rouge, in Music Education (vocal 
and piano) and is certified in education of 
the visually impaired. She entered the 
ministry as a second career, having com¬ 
pleted her theological studies from Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas. 

She has served in the area of higher 
education and campus ministry since 1996. 

Former president of Louisiana Black 
Methodists for Church Renewal and the 
recipient of many community service 
awards, Rev. Breaux is an Ordained 
Deacon in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, serving as a “bridge” that con¬ 
nects two diverse communities in north 
central Louisiana. 

Norma Anderson 
Music Leader 

Norma Anderson’s 
parents taught her early 
on that singing would 
be an integral part of 
her life. Her mother 
was the choir director 
at St. Stephens (now 
Asbury) in Bossier 
City, her sister was the 
pianist/organist, and 
the whole family sang 
in the choir. 

Norma attended 
Bossier Parish schools and Northwestern, 
where she met her husband, David. She 
completed her under-graduate degree at 
LSU-Shreveport and later pursued a 
Master’s degree in School Administration. 
She served four years as Assistant 
Principal at Walker Elementary and is 
presently the principal at Benton 
Elementary. She and her husband have 
one son and two grandsons. 

Long-time residents of Plain Dealing, 
Norma and David are members of First 
UMC there and have served in many dif¬ 
ferent areas. Norma’s most dedicated serv¬ 
ice, though, has been to the choir and 
singing for the Lord. She is the choir 
director at Plain Dealing UMC, the direc¬ 
tor of the Plain Dealing Choral Society, 
and is also serving as interim choir director 
for Plain Dealing Baptist Church. She 
says her greatest joy is to sing to the Lord 
with her husband. 


Newsletter Publication Information 


This newsletter insert is published 
four times a year in the Louisiana Now! 
Deadlines for submitting article/ news 
are as follows: 

January Newsletter - Due November 
30th 

May Newsletter - Due March 26th 
August Newsletter - Due July 9th 
November Newsletter - October 10th 
All UMW articles and news stories 
welcomed. E-mail transmission allows 
best transmission for publishing. Photos 
must be sent separately (preferably by e- 
mail) and need to be in jpeg format. 
Reminders: The May issue is mainly 
dedicated to the annual School of 


Mission and the August issue features the 
Annual Meeting and DELT Events of 
United Methodist Women. 

Note: Check out the updated 
Louisiana Conference UMW website: 

1. Gotowww.la-umc.org 

2. Click on ministries 

3. Click on laity 

4. C lick on UMW 
Send all articles to: 

Anita H. Hansberry 
E-Mail Address: 

ahansb@bellsouth.net 

Home phone: (225) 766-3336 


Read, Read, Read! Challenge your mind, grow in faith 



Norma Anderson 











MAY 11, 2012 


Louisiana 


C o n fe re n 


7 


More than 2,000 volunteers, runners, walkers join in La. Skeeter Run 



Despite rain and chilly temperatures, more than 2,080 walkers, runners and volunteers set out to ‘Change the World’ by participating in the 2012 Louisiana Skeeter Run held in 
eight cities throughout the state. A total of 188 participants took part in Alexandria, top left, and 464 registered and volunteered in Baton Rouge, right. 



The UM Foundation of Louisiana was a sponsor of the run. A total of 325 participants enjoyed the Lafayette event, above left, and 290 volunteers, walkers and runners supported 
the New Orleans Skeeter Run, above right. The New Orleans photo shows a group from St. Luke’s UMC. Thirty from the church participated. 



The Ruston Skeeter Run pulled in a total of 205, including the ‘swat team’ from Asbury UMC in Monroe, shown above left. The Shreveport event was supported by 287 volunteers 
and runners, including this group from UM Share Ministries, above right. The group includes eight United Methodist Churches yoked together in mission. 



Through their registration fees, runners and walkers generated more than $40,000 for Imagine No Malaria, a global initiative of The United Methodist Church. A total of 286 sup¬ 
ported the Sulphur event, above left, and a group from Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac, right, participated in the Thibodaux event joining a total of 35 supporters. 
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Job Opportunities 

Noel Memorial United Methodist 
Church (www.noelumc.org) is seeking 
a full-time Director of Youth 
Ministries. The church has a growing 
youth ministry program that focuses 
on Sunday mornings, UMY on 
Sunday night, midweek band practice, 
mission opportunities and district and 
conference events. 

The Director of Youth Ministries will 
lead the youth ministry for youth in 
grades 6-12. The youth ministry pro¬ 
gram is already staffed with paid part- 
time youth ministry associates and a 
team of dedicated adult and parent 
volunteers, making it possible for the 
new Director of Youth Ministries to 
focus on building relationships with 
youth and plan for the growth of the 
ministry. 

Candidates must possess a 
Bachelor’s degree.Interested candi¬ 
dates can submit resumes by email to 
emcfarland@noelumc.org 


Horseshoe Drive United Methodist 
Church (www.hdumc.org) is seeking a 
person to fulfill the position of 
Financial Secretary. This is a part 
time job (8-10 hours per week). The 
requirements for the position include: 
strong understanding of finance and 
accounting procedure, knowledge of 
computer (Microsoft Word and Excel), 
desire to learn church software pro¬ 
gram (PowerChurch Plus), ability to 
work with people. Direct supervisor 
for the position is the church pastor. 
This person also works closely with 
the Administrative Assistant and the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. 
Applications will be received in the 
church office until May 20. 


Perkins School of Theology Alumni/ae 
and Friends Dinner 
June 5, 2012 
5:30 p.m. 

First United Methodist Church 
500 Common Street 

Special Guest: 

Rev. Dr. Barry Hughes, associate 
professor of Supervised Ministry 

Cost: $20 (checks payable to St. 
John’s UMC) 

Deadline: May 25, 2012 
Send to: 

Rev. Sarah Williams Shoup 
9375 Highland Road 
Baton Rouge, LA 70810. 

Email sarah.w.shoup@gmail.com 


The Louisiana Fellowship of Local 
Pastors and Associate Members 
Breakfast will be held Monday, June 
4 at 7 a.m. in the Whited Room on 
Centenary’s campus during the 
2012 Louisiana Annual Conference. 
Checks for $10/person should be 
made out to LFLP&AM and sent to 
Bill Strawbridge, P. O. Box 156, 
Jonesboro, LA 71251. 


Conference seeks to raise $100,000 for Russian church 

During the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Shreveport, Monday 
night’s offering will be dedicated to the 
repairing of First United Methodist 
Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia. 

An amount of $100,000 is being 
requested to assist with extensive repairs 
needed to the church facility. 

Each local church is being asked to 
consider bringing an amount equal to $1 
per member to share in this much needed 
repair work. The offering will be received 
in a special offering on Monday night, 

June 4 during the Memorial Service. 

The Louisiana Conference has been 
supporting the congregation of the First 
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, 

Russia since its beginning in 1991. 

Countless contributions over the last 20 
years have included food, medical equip¬ 
ment, clothing, hygiene items, Sunday 
school curriculum, church materials and 
Vacation Bible School supplies. 

Mission teams have traveled to 
Ekaterinburg to provide help with con¬ 
struction, Vacation Bible School, and 
other important outreach missions. 

The Louisiana Conference and the 



General Board of Global Ministries raised 
$500,000 for the original construction of 
the building. 

The church serves as a central meeting 
location for the Central Russia Annual 
Conference each summer and other local 
district meetings. During the week, the 
church is a meeting place for a non - 
denominational church which gathers on 
Sunday afternoons and a Campus 
Crusade for Christ group that also con¬ 
venes on Sunday afternoon. The Campus 


Crusade minister was quoted as saying, 
“This church is a blessing to the commu¬ 
nity.” 

The strength of First UMC, 
Ekaterinburg furthers the growth of 
Methodism in Russia and spreads the love 
of Christ to many. Countless people have 
been touched by this church and countless 
more have yet to hear the good news of 
the gospel. Sustaining the church for con¬ 
tinued ministry can help Methodism in 
Russia continue to build. 


OUR ELECTRONIC NEWS: 


Subscribing is as easy as 


2 


3 



PastorBlast! is a 
monthly newsletter 
for pastors on church 
leadership, finance, 
stewardship and 
other issues relevant 
to pastors. 


Priorities includes a 
compilation of articles 
on personal finance 
topics such as: 

• building wealth 

• budgeting 

• debt reduction 

• generosity and 
more! 


•Faith & “Finance 


With articles on 
finance, giving, 
and general church 
leadership, Faith & 
Finance is designed 
to assist church lay 
leaders encourage 
generosity. 


Wherever faith and money come together, 
your Foundation is there to help. Use these resources 
to lead your church toward a culture of generosity! 


Subscribe to 1,2 or all 3 of our 
FREE electronic newsletters today! 




www.umf.org 

























2012 Louisiana 
Annual 
Conference 
June 3-6 

Centenary College 
Shreveport 
“Building Up Leaders 
for Building Up the 
World” 
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Dual teams in 2013 provide medical and construction help to Faridpur Clinic 


Plans are being completed for dual 
teams to Faridpur, India in February and 
March of 2013. A recent medical team led 
by LAVIM Director Larry Norman and Dr. 
Sylvia Reimer traveled to the clinic estab¬ 
lished by the Clara Swain Methodist 
Hospital in Bareilly in February and March 
of 2012 (see accompanying story). Now 


the “pump is primed” for annual missions 
to this rural clinic. 

The construction team will also work 
with the Wame Baby Fold. LAVIM has 
worked for many years with the Baby Fold 
and the former Clara Swain Hospital. 

The two missions will be Feb. 7-23 
(construction) and Feb. 14-March 2, 2013 


(medical). The teams will overlap while 
both groups enjoy a few days of the sights 
and culture of India. The teams will join 
together to visit the Taj Mahal, Jaipur and 
its majestic Amber Palace and several other 
sites that have become favorites to past 
LAVIM teams. 

See Dual Teams, page 8 


Mexico / 3 



Haiti / 5 



Early Response / 5 




Serving India 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission boasts a seven-year relationship with India, sending medical and construction teams to serve 
those in need. On a past mission to the Faridpur Clara Swain Methodist Clinic in India, GBGM missionary Lillian Wallace, left, 
coaches LAVIM volunteer Joyce Clavena as she prepares for the day’s medical clinic. 

Medical volunteers serve in historic Indian clinic 


Seven years ago, several Louisiana 
mission volunteers expressed a desire to 
serve in India. LAVIM’s first team there 
was a medical one, dispatched to the his¬ 
toric Clara Swain Methodist Hospital by 
invitation from the General Board of 
Global Ministries. 

Louisiana has a distinct connection to 
this hospital in that retired missionaries 
and Louisiana Conference members Drs. 
Carlos and Sarojini Welch have worked 
and taught there and Louisiana UMW 
units have supported the work there for 
many years. LAVIM has also served at a 
smaller facility, the Faridpur Clara Swain 
Methodist Clinic, about one hour away 
from the main hospital. 


In February and March of 2012, 
another LAVIM medical team traveled to 
Faridpur serving more than 2,000 
patients in three days of clinics. The team 
of 12 worked with clinic staff in order to 
offer other medical help in addition to the 
pediatric, gynecological, and nursing 
expertise that traveled with the team. 
Non-medical volunteers were trained to 
help with triage, registration of patients, 
crowd control and assisting Indian phar¬ 
macists to fill prescriptions. Thousands 
of dollars in medicines were collected by 
the team and received from benevolent 
organizations to take to India. Thousands 
more were purchased in India with team 
raised funds. 


The medical team worked for two 
additional days in northern India at the 
famed Sat Tal Ashram established by E 
Stanley Jones. Medical examinations 
and care was given to the staff of the 
Ashram and their families as well as 
neighboring villagers who came to the 
Ashram for this never before scheduled 
free clinic. The Ashram is over 100 
years old and offers a myriad of spiritual 
retreats for Methodist Christians of India 
as well as the more traditional Ashram 
experience. 

The team worked under the leadership 
of Dr. Sylvia Reimer and her husband 

See India Clinic, page 8 
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District Superintendent 


speaks to conference budget reduction report 


Several months ago I was engaged in a 
conversation with a friend who is a 
layperson in a local congregation. We 
were discussing the issues confronting the 
church, more specifically, the United 
Methodist Church. He surprised me with 
this comment. “How can the United 
Methodist Church be so cognizant of the 
issues it faces - declining membership, 
relevance, financial viability, lay and cler¬ 
gy leadership - and yet be so caught up in 
trivial matters that seem to suck the life 
out of its mission? We just can’t keep 
doing things the way we’ve been doing 
them or we’re going to die. With so 
much at stake, why are we so resistant to 
change?” 

Few things are as sacred as “the way 
we do things” in the church. After all, it 
is the one place we depend on to be that 
solid rock in the midst of the storms of 
life. How quickly we forget that the 
church does not exist simply to help us 
when times get rough. As Robert Schnase 
is quoted in Renovate or Die, by Bob 
Farr, “God cares about whether the trans¬ 
forming truth of Jesus Christ changes peo¬ 
ple, and changes the world through them, 
and God will gladly use our congregations 
for that purpose or work around our con¬ 
gregations for that purpose.” Ultimately, 
the church is to be the bearer of the trans¬ 


forming truth of 
Jesus Christ. As 
we Methodist 
like to put it, the 
church is to 
“Make disciples 
of Jesus Christ, 
for the transfor¬ 
mation of the 
world.” This 
begs the ques¬ 
tion, “What, or 
who, is the 
church?” 

This question became the core topic of 
the conversation I mentioned above. As 
you can imagine, it focused on the United 
Methodist Church and was mixed with 
concerns from both clergy and lay per¬ 
spectives. We did come to consensus on 
at least one idea: “The United Methodist 
Church can only be defined by the life 
and witness of its many congregations, 
not by the various levels of its organiza¬ 
tional structure.” Any definition of 
church begins with the local congregation. 
Then it struck me. How do I feel about 
defining the United Methodist Church by 
the life and witness of the churches I have 
served over the past forty-two years? And 
what about all those churches I currently 
supervise in the Acadiana District? In the 


midst of the hope and fear these thoughts 
kindled in my mind for the church I have 
served and love so much, one thing rang 
very clear, we cannot wait, now is the 
time for change! It is time for local con¬ 
gregations, open to the movement of 
God’s purpose and work, to become, 
“change agents” that give vitality to the 
church and its mission. It is time for the 
annual conference to return to its purpose 
of raising up spiritual leaders, both lay 
and clergy, to aid local congregations in 
the fulfillment of their mission, and to 
manage the temporal affairs of the annual 
conference. 

At the upcoming session of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, delegates 
and clergy from congregations all across 
the state will have an opportunity to con¬ 
sider the report of the Strategic Vitality 
Task Force. The recommendations of the 
task force call for sweeping changes in 
“the way we do things” in the church. 
There are recommendations for changes 
in budgets, changes in staffing, changes in 
the number of districts, changes in the 
responsibilities of the local congregations, 
and changes in the responsibilities of the 
annual conference. Did I say there were 
recommendations for change? As you 
can imagine there is quite a bit of conver¬ 
sation brewing across the annual confer¬ 


ence about what all this will mean. The 
truth is we know where we are. As my 
friend said, we are “cognizant of the 
issues confronting the church.” We also 
know we can no longer stay where we 
are. Where will we go? That is what’s 
really important. 

The report of the Strategic Vitality 
Task Force offers us a starting point for 
our deliberations. In the end, the annual 
conference will speak its will. We will 
define what church means for Methodism 
in Louisiana. Regardless of where we 
stand on the issues or how we vote, it will 
be extremely important that we return to 
our congregations invigorated by our con¬ 
ferencing and fellowship, with a renewed 
commitment to be the church of Jesus 
Christ. It is my prayer, that in the midst 
of our conferencing, even if it gets a little 
tenuous at times, we will ask God to give 
us clarity about God’s purpose and work 
in our congregations, listen patiently to 
each other, speak with hope for our 
church, and set a course for a vital future. 
We need not fear change, nor should we 
change just for the sake of change, but we 
must be a vital church - the bearer of the 
transforming truth of Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Ed Boyd 

Acadiana District Superintendent 



Rev. Ed Boyd 


LAVIM continues to ‘Build Up Leaders for Building Up the World’ 


Fifteen team members. That’s how 
many volunteers are going on an LAVIM 
team to Guatemala this summer. Most are 
from one of our congregations. Some are 
from other denominations, one from out of 
state. They are young and old, past mis- 
sioners and some new who will experience 
mission for the first time. This profile is 
not unusual for almost any LAVIM team. 

As of this writing, over 186 fellow 
church members, friends and relatives have 
written checks to provide funds for the vol¬ 
unteers to go. More have promised to pray 
for the team and for those with whom their 
ministry will be shared. Others are prepar¬ 
ing supplies for the team to use while on 
the mission. The picture to the right was 
taken a few short weeks ago after the 
McNeese School of Nursing which pre¬ 
sented their medical findings and a project 
that will become a part of the ministry of 
the McNeese Wesley Foundation’s mission 
to Indonesia. That team will also build a 
house for a family through Global Habitat 
for Humanity. 

Cindy Ruppenicker, in support of the 
continued work of LAVIM, wrote about a 
mission to Oruro, Bolivia taken in 1999: 
“The one thing I remember more than any¬ 
thing about this mission was the congrega¬ 
tion (to which the team ministered) had 
prayed for 25 years for help, and we were 
the answer to their prayer.” The members 
of that congregation became part of that 
Bolivian work team just as the 186 are a 
part of the team to Guatemala. And, there 
are over 2,000 that were touched by a 
recent medical team to India. 

Do you know Rev. John Krause? John 


began leading LAVIM teams in the very 
early years of its establishment in this con¬ 
ference. He visited me one day to say he 
loved mission but maybe God was calling 
him to something more. I suggested he 
become part of the Academy program and 
from there he went on to serve one of our 
churches. Today he is serving a two-year 
stint as pastor of two churches on Andros 
Island, Bahamas—a perfect joining of his 
passion for mission and his call to ministry. 
There are more like John who have gone 
on to become Spiritual Directors, pastors or 
who have simply become greater leaders in 
their local churches. 

In a recent article in Leadership Journal, 
Mike Bonem reflected on the measure¬ 
ments tallied after the recent Gulf oil spill. 

( i.e. days it took to cap, number of gallons 
released). He wrote, “The measurement 
challenges facing the church have many 
parallels to the Gulf oil spill. The things 
that matter most—transformed lives, min¬ 
istry effectiveness, and spiritual growth— 
are the hardest to measure. So we settle for 
metrics that are easier to obtain but much 
less meaningful.” 

Hundreds of lives are directly involved 
in every team that leaves our conference, 
hundreds more are touched by the ministry 
they deliver. The team itself experiences 
calls and claims on their lives of deep and 
significant spiritual nature. These are the 
measures of LAVIM. This Annual 
Conference celebrates “Building up 
Leaders for Building up the World.” That 
number belongs to you. Claim it! 

Larry Norman, Director LAVIM 
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Letter from Willie Berman, VIM Director for Mexico’s Eastern Conference 


Hello Louisiana brothers and sisters, 

The work that God is doing in the 
Reynosa, Rio Bravo, Nuevo Progreso and 
Matamoros areas continues. We started 
the foundation of a new Church building 
in Reynosa for the Pueblo de Dios (peo¬ 
ple of God) Methodist Church. The next 
team scheduled to work at that location 
will be in November. We do need more 
teams to continue with our projects! 

On May 7, my wife Veronica started 
teaching children at our new project on 
the outskirts of Rio Bravo, next to 
Reynosa. We have created a Community 
Center called Vamos Tamaulipas (Let’s 
Go Tamaulipas). She was hesitating to 
initiate this ministry, being afraid that the 
lack of support would stop her from con¬ 
tinuing a long lasting effort to achieve the 
education, health, nutrition and labor 
skills goals for the children. She is step¬ 
ping out in faith, and is teaching children 
that have not been attending school. She 
has 13 kindergarten and 11 elementary 
school age children. This is a very poor 
community. We are using the facilities 
that mission teams built at the local gov¬ 
ernment request, but they have been 
closed for two years. Because of that, they 
have discontinued these children’s oppor¬ 
tunity to stay in a school. Next school 


year, we will get permits from the city to 
open a registered kindergarten and ele¬ 
mentary school program for older chil¬ 
dren. 

The five member 
team from Asbury 
UMC in Bossier City 
led by Linda 
Holloway came and 
helped us with the 
last repairs and 
improvements of the 
classrooms. 

Together, we cele¬ 
brated May 5 with 
hotdogs, pinata and 
gifts for the children. 

Some of these gifts 
were the bags that we 
got out of the "Day 
with the Bishop 
Confirmation Event" 
last March at the 
Conference Center. 

We can’t wait for 
June and the six 
member medical 
team from Destrehan who are coming to 
work in this community. The team will 
partner with the doctors from our Manos 
Juntas Clinic to serve there. 


We are always looking for the follow¬ 
ing donations from churches or teams: 
Children’s vitamins-chewable, for 
infants, pre-natal, 
B12; 

School supplies 
for a backpack pro¬ 
gram where we ask 
$20 which will buy a 
backpack and fill 
with supplies. 
Individuals or 
churches could col¬ 
lect these items and 
we will arrange to 
pick them up; 

Men’s socks, 
underwear, razors, 
soap and personal 
toiletries for the 
immigrant “help cen¬ 
ters;” 

In-kind and mon¬ 
etary support, of 
course, is welcome 
for health min¬ 
istries where we esti¬ 
mate $5 dollars as an average for the doc¬ 
tor’s consultation and medicines for one 
person; and 

$5 for different children’s ministries, 


such as breakfast and lunch programs, 
educational materials and activities. 

Something new we will be doing is to 
encourage and invite teams to partner 
with us and hold a Saturday afternoon 
fiesta-type of celebration with hot-dogs, 
pinata and candy for the children in one 
of the communities where we will be 
serving. These will be arranged with the 
local host churches and will help to 
empower the hosting church to minister to 
their own surrounding community. The 
exciting thing is that we will have the 
“Manitas Juntas” (“Little Hands 
Together”) children teams to work with 
us. They will help serve the children and 
maybe even sing songs and organize 
games. We will coordinate the fiesta 
expense as part of the mission funds. We 
realize how important it is for the Church 
to be visible in sharing and time of cele¬ 
bration, fellowship and friendship with 
their community. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Willie Berman 
VIM Director for the Eastern 
Conference of the Methodist Church 
of Mexico 

Manos Juntas Mexico Director 
Please contact your LAVIM office for 
more information. 



LAVIM Mexico teams, supporting Louisiana churches to gather school supplies 

Each summer the Methodist Border 
Friendship Commission—which oversees 
most United Methodist mission efforts 
along the US/Mexican border from 
Matamoras to Reynosa—begins its collec¬ 
tion of school supplies for students attend¬ 
ing school in the fall. The supplies are dis¬ 
tributed on both the Mexican side and in 
the colonias in Texas on the American side 
of the border. LAVIM mini-medical and 
construction teams are very familiar with 
the process of gathering supplies and dis¬ 
tributing backpacks full of supplies. Susan 
Heliums is director of MBFC and has 
helped with this effort since the beginning 
of LAVIM’s partnership with the border to 
assist and inform our teams. 

LAVIM and Willie Berman, director of 
Mexico VIM, is extending the invitation to 
all Louisiana churches to join this signifi- 



tion of supplies. A list of needed supplies 
follows: 

For Mexico: Backpack/school bag, 8 oz. 
bottle of glue, 2 glue sticks, box of (8) 
watercolor colors, box of (24) Crayolas, 
pack of 10 pencils (black or blue), pencil 
sharpener (plastic with attached holder for 
shavings), pencil eraser, pack of (12) col¬ 
ored pencils, ballpoint pens, scissors (blunt 
tipped), small plastic pencil box (not soft 
kind), 2 notebooks (spiral wide ruled), ruler 
(unbreakable/metric, no metal edge), calcu¬ 
lator (+,-,x,/) 

For United States: All the above PLUS, 
2 packages wide-ruled loose leaf paper, 2 
composition books, 1 package construction 
paper, 5 pocket folders with brads (1 each 
color: red, yellow, green, blue and purple) 


cant ministry recently lifted up in UM 
Sunday school literature as an example of 
how chil¬ 
dren can 
effectively 
and signifi¬ 
cantly be 
given faith 
leadership 
experi¬ 
ences. 

(Live Big, 

October 
2007, Ages 
9-10). 

Each year 
many 
groups of 

children travel to the Reynosa / McAllen, 
Tex. area to personally deliver the school 


supplies and to meet Mexican children on 
either side of the border and begin new 

friendships 
in faith. 
LAVIM 
teams to 
Mexico 
will collect 
supplies 
and deliver 
them to the 
border area 
if your 
congrega¬ 
tion does 
not desire 
to travel to 
the border. 
Contact LAVIM to schedule a youth or 
children’s mission soon, and begin a collec- 


Missionaries Gitobu and Berman reach out to Louisiana Annual Conference this summer 


Two General Board of Global Ministry 
missionaries will be visiting local church¬ 
es in the Louisiana Annual Conference 
this summer. 

Esther Gitobu, who serves as the VIM 
coordinator for the Methodist Church of 
Cambodia, will itinerate in the conference 
June 30 - July 19. Willie Berman will be 
in the conference to participate in the 
UMW School of Mission slated for July 
15-22, then return Aug. 12-19 to visit 
supporting churches. 

Both Esther and Willie have long rela¬ 
tionships with churches and individuals in 
Louisiana. They have hosted many 
Louisiana VIM teams as they joined in the 


ministries of Cambodia and Mexico. It is 
a privilege when we can return that hospi¬ 
tality. Both missionaries come to renew 
their friendships and build new relation¬ 
ships of support for their ministries. 
Churches can support these missionaries 
through a love offering, or more signifi¬ 
cantly, by engaging in a Covenant 
Relationship for prayer and salary support. 

There are still dates available for visits 
to local churches by the missionaries. 

Each missionary will share about the work 
and challenges of giving witness to the 
love of God in the midst of turmoil and 
poverty. Contact Rev. Ann Sutton 
(revann70507@gmail.com) to schedule a 


visit for these or future missionaries. 
Tentative Schedules: 

Esther Gitobu and family 

July 1 morning, Pearl River UMC; 
evening, St. Matthew’s UMC, Metairie 
July 8 morning, First UMC, Deridder; 
evening, First UMC, Baton Rouge 

July 9 evening, Jena UMC and Nolley 
UMC 

July 11 evening, First UMC, Benton 
July 15 morning, Grace UMC, Ruston; 
evening, Lea Joyner UMC, Monroe 
July 17 evening, St. Marks UMC, 
Baton Rouge 

July 18 evening, Blackwater UMC, 
Baton Rouge 


Willie Berman and family 

July 15 morning, Northcross UMC, 
Madisonville; evening, The Well, 
Ponchatula 

July 16-20, UMW School of Missions 
July 22 morning, First UMC, Jennings 
August 12 morning, First UMC, 
Houma; evening, First UMC, Thibodaux 
August 17, St. Matthew’s UMC, 
Metairie 

Please call the local churches for times 
and locations. 
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Devotional booklet tells faith stories of Cambodian Christians 


“The Cambodian people are so hungry 
for the Gospel, they are like a ‘sponge 
searching for water,”’ said Romy del 
Rosario, GBGM country director. 

How do you tell the story of a country 
of first generation believers who are avid 
followers, in direct contrast to the history 
of violence and the culture surrounding 
them? 

The last LAVIM mission team to visit 
Cambodia returned hoping to tell their 
story through a Lenten devotional booklet 
which uses daily devotions and art work 


provided by Cambodians, GBGM staff 
and Louisiana volunteers. The insights 
and testimonies found in the booklet are a 
rich spiritual resource for any season and 
can be ordered at www.lulu.com. Search 
for “A Sponge Searching for Water.” 
Copies are available in black and white 
($15) and color ($30). 

All profits from the sale are designated 
for the completion of “Joseph’s Dream,“ a 
multipurpose mission building in Siem 
Reap, Cambodia. Previously written for 
Lent, the book is revised for undated use. 



An update from Cambodian missionaries Joseph and Marilyn Chan 


Editor’s Note: The Chan’s have itiner¬ 
ated in the Louisiana Conference in the 
past few years and are a favorite part of 
LA VIM team work in Cambodia. Two 
LA VIM teams will depart for Cambodia in 
2012. A youth team led by Diane Reich 
(St. Timothy’s UMC in Mandeville) has 
prepared lessons and will lead a regional 
youth event in Phnom Penh in June. A 
men’s team (spouses are also invited for 


special project work with Methodist 
women) will provide instruction and mate¬ 
rials for a country-wide Methodist men’s 
event in October. The men’s team will be 
led by Ken Musick of St. Andrews UMC, 
Baton Rouge. Contact the LA VIM office 
for registration information. 

Dear friends, family and supporters, 

We are so thankful for your confer¬ 


ence’s generous support of our work in 
Cambodia! Your prayers and donations 
help Cambodians lead better lives in the 
name of Christ and assist our family in our 
partnership with them. Our efforts here are 
like planting a flower . . . without water, 
how can a flower grow? With your support, 
we can empower Cambodians in communi¬ 
ty development programs, and through 
Cambodian Methodist Women (CMW) by 


helping them to start businesses, facilitating 
events for fellowship and learning, and 
offering training classes. We are privileged 
to witness the difference God makes 
through our efforts in many lives. 

With great appreciation for your 
prayers, gifts, interest in our projects, and 
our partnership with you in Christ, 

Joseph and Marilyn Chan 


Casa Esperanza, McCurdy School offer stateside volunteer opportunities 


Larry Norman, director of LAVIM, 
recently met with other SCJ Conference 
UMVIM Directors in New Mexico for 
their annual look at new mission opportuni¬ 
ties. The following two offerings were vis¬ 
ited and LAVIM is ready to prepare and 
equip your team to do mission there. 

Casa Esperanza - LAVIM has sent 
many teams to Casa Esperanza over the 
years and it remains a favorite to many. 
Casa is a home away from home for the 
families of and those being treated for can¬ 
cer in the nearby Albuquerque hospitals. 
The Casa offers two bedroom apartments 
and cooking facilities to those families as 
well as activities, counseling, support 
groups, and many other services. Their 
ministry gives opportunity for families 


from the far comers of the state to remain 
together through the painful ordeal of can¬ 
cer treatments and families experiencing 
similar ordeals can share experiences and 
provide mutual support. LAVIM teams 
help with the maintenance of the facility 
offer Bible studies and activities and it has 
become a tradition to provide a meal of 
great Louisiana Cajun cooking to the resi¬ 
dents of the facility at least one night! A 
favorite experience when those LAVIM 
Cajuns (and want-a-be’s) are in town. Casa 
has also become a favored place to do mis¬ 
sion for our own volunteers who are living 
with or recovering from their own cancer, 
or have lost a loved one to the disease. 
Teams will live within the Casa along with 
those who are receiving its ministry. You 


will become part of the family bringing 
your own brand of joy and hope. 

McCurdy School - This UM school and 
ministry was established in Espanola, New 
Mexico and this year celebrates its centen¬ 
nial! The Espanola Valley is one of the 
poorest areas of the US and sadly, more 
recently has found itself as part of the route 
of dmgs from Mexico into the Denver area. 
The mission of McCurdy School and the 
UM ministries there is to surround the stu¬ 
dents, families and staff with every kind of 
ministry that makes them stronger. 

LAVIM teams who will visit there will 
help with building and maintenance of its 
many buildings and classrooms, tutoring, 
helping children with service learning 
requirements, and many other opportuni¬ 


ties. McCurdy is part of the Women’s 
Division of the UMC and invites everyone 
one there for hands on mission but espe¬ 
cially appeals to UMW’s to come and see 
the ministry they originated and support. A 
beautiful and comfortable dorm becomes 
the home of the team while there. 

Each of these opportunities offers excit¬ 
ing and varied avenues of service. Neither 
calls for the ruggedness of some of 
LAVIM’s more exotic missions. Be pre¬ 
pared for laid back days of significant serv¬ 
ice, to visit and talk, to paint and cook, but 
most especially for the Holy Spirit to use 
you in ways that offer hope and healing 
where there is pain and suffering. Call 
LAVIM today to schedule your mission to 
McCurdy School or Casa Esperanza. 


LAVIM volunteer shares experiences during mission to Vietnam 



A LAVIM team recently served on a mission to Vietnam. Volunteer Beverly Dinnels 
shares a few words about this rewarding experience. 


BY BEVERLY DINNELS 

Our in-country missionary put us in 
contact with a husband and wife team of 
doctors. (The husband was also a 
Methodist pastor!) 

We arrived in Ho Chi Minh City at 
midnight on March 16. Our doctors had 
us scheduled to set up medical clinics in 
three orphanages, a free school, a home 
for elderly widows, and two churches. 
They were so enthusiastic that we all 
smiled and said yes when she asked if the 
plan was “OK?” 

I was concerned about the team being 
able to keep up with such a demanding 
schedule, but once again, we felt God had 
control of the mission. 

We were able to share with members 
of the churches we attended on Sundays 
and leam of the continued struggles of 
Christians in Vietnam. When they have 


too many members in a church, the gov¬ 
ernment requires them to split up. They 
have to find someone willing to share 
their home for a temporary church. I’m 
glad no one has enlightened the govern¬ 
ment that they are actually benefiting the 
spread of the Gospel by forcing Christians 
to take the challenge of starting new con¬ 
gregations all over Vietnam! 

Several days later we picked up three 
local doctors, two pharmacists, a dentist 
and a helper to work with us in clinic at a 
rural church. God truly used our small 
team in a mighty way. We provided basic 
medical and dental care to almost 1,000 
Vietnamese men, women and children 
who could not afford to go to government 
or private clinics. Please visit our blog 
site for more pictures at http://viet- 
nammedicalmision2012. wordpress.com/ 
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LAVIM volunteer shares experiences from Haiti mission, encourages support 


BY SARAH MARCILUS-LUCINBILL 

We are called to serve. As followers of 
Christ, as members of the United 
Methodist Church and as active members 
of local churches, we live out our faith 
daily . . . knowing that We Are Called to 
Serve!. 

God initially called Grace Community 
United Methodist Church to serve in 
Dasmas, Haiti in 2010 through our Young 
Adults Small Group. Since then, members 
of Grace UMC ranging in age from 15-67 
have been called to serve in Dasmas. We 
have worked alongside the Methodist 
Church of Haiti through LAVIM and 
UMCOR on various projects ranging from 
construction, roofing, painting, cleaning, 
VBS, encouraging teachers, training church 


leaders, participating in worship and serv¬ 
ing in all ways God calls. Our group has 
been working closely with a community in 
Dasmas, high in the mountains of the Les 
Cayes Circuit in the southwest area of 
Haiti. 

As we prepare for another mission in 
June, we are reminded that we are called to 
serve. It is not my will, but God’s will. We 
will return to our Dasmas family for a visit, 
but will be serving Torbeck Methodist 
Church in the Les Cayes Circuit through 
construction and VBS working in partner¬ 
ship with Trinity UMC of Ruston. 

We pray for the continued support of the 
Louisiana Conference to Haiti, to the 
world, and to the communities we live in. 
We are called to serve. 



LAVIM provides 


first UM Haiti Earthquake response medical team 



While numerous medical teams have 
responded to the needs of Haiti after the 
earthquake of two years ago, LAVIM has 
been privileged to schedule the first UM 
medical team through the combined efforts 
of the Methodist Church of Haiti and 
UMCOR which oversees the UM response. 
The team will be led by Logan Hunt, 


Director of Youth Ministries at Trinity 
UMC in Ruston. Logan has traveled in 
Haiti with a past team. Until now, all UM 
scheduled teams have been construction. 
This team is a first in a newly opened door 
between the Methodist Disaster Response 
and the government of Haiti. The mission 
will also be provided a matching grant of 


$3,500 for materials and medicines for the 
team’s work from UMCOR. 

LAVIM has long been involved in the 
earthquake response. A first team, on 
which Hunt served, was led by Logan’s 
senior pastor, Jerry Hilbun in October of 
2010. The team repaired damage to build¬ 
ings at the Port au Prince Methodist 
Children’s Home. Since that time, numer¬ 
ous teams have traveled to Haiti and three 
Louisiana congregations are now engaged 
in three-five year commitments to rebuild 
or revive churches and schools. 

Gretna UMC and Rev. Tim Smith were 
part of a July, 2011 team to Haiti. That 
group recently raised over $5,400 in school 
scholarships, providing a full year’s schol¬ 
arship for 54 children. They will return to 
the LaTrembly Methodist School in August 
to begin renovation work. Sarah Marsalis- 
Luginbill, co-director of youth ministries 
for Grace UMC in Shreveport, will return 
to the La Caye charge this summer and 
again in November to begin the rebuilding 
of theTorbeck Methodist Church. This 
medical mission will be the first of Hunt’s 
teams serving Bercy Methodist Church on 
the LaCaye Charge. 

Cornerstone UMC in New Orleans, St. 


Francisville UMC and a variety of volun¬ 
teers from other Louisiana congregations 
have joined in these mission efforts in 
Haiti. This work has qualified for matching 
UMCOR funding. 

Logan Hunt’s team will include a den¬ 
tist, nurse practitioner, registered nurse and 
EMT. These medical personnel will be 
joined by a Haitian doctor to fulfill require¬ 
ments of the Haitian government. Six 
other volunteers (teams are limited to 10 
persons) will work with the medical per¬ 
sonnel on clinic days at the Torbeck and 
Bercy charge and the city of Cayes. They 
will also lead the team in a few days of 
construction work on the Bercy Methodist 
Church. Over-the-counter medicines such 
as pain relievers, cough suppressants, anti¬ 
histamines and allergy treatments will be 
collected at Trinity UMC and taken to Haiti 
by the team. Additional medicines will be 
purchased in Haiti with the team’s donation 
of $3,500 plus matching funds. 

If you are interested in being part of 
LAVIM’s exciting missions in Haiti, please 
contact any of the team leaders or Larry 
Norman, director of LAVIM, (225) 
346.1646, LduckN@aol.com 



Early Response 

In the past year, LAVIM Early 
Response Teams have served in Cullman, 
Ala., Joplin, Misourri, Lancaster, Tex. and 
in Rayne and Carencro in the aftermath of 
tornadoes and flooding. 

“The mission of an Early Response 
Team is to provide a caring Christian pres¬ 
ence in the aftermath of a disaster. Our 
specific work assignments, as we seek to 
provide that presence, have 
included debris removal and damage miti¬ 
gation. We try to make that first contact, 
immediately following a disaster, to assure 
the area residents that the church is there 
for them and the Christ is present with 
them,” wrote Rev. Bob Deich, ERT co¬ 
director. 

Debris removal is a big part of what 
ERT teams do, making it possible for 
homeowners to safely re-enter their prop¬ 
erty. Duties range from picking up 


Teams trained to 

garbage strewn about the yard by high 
winds to felling and clearing trees. In 
Joplin, the damage was so severe, the 
group was assigned to do a complete dem¬ 
olition on two homes. 

“There was simply nothing left of these 
two homes, but tearing them down and 
clearing the land helped the families move 
on in thier grief, loss, and recovery. Most 
of the missions we make simply require 
caring hearts and working hands,” said 
Deich, ERT co-director with Darryl Guy. 

The second major task for ERTs is 
damage mitigation, often involving tarping 
the roof and exterior walls, of a home. 

ERT classes provide training on these 
skills as well as team duties, safety and 
attentiveness to the spiritual and emotional 
needs of clients. 

ERT teams go into an area with the 
capability of being entirely self-sustaining, 


offer quick aid 


carrying personal and team gear. In many 
cases, a local church will provide a floor 
to sleep on and a place to shower. Team 
members pay their own way on response 
trips, which can be from one to five days 


to disaster areas 


in the field. If mission last more than five 
days, teams either rotate crew members or 
take a break entirely from the work to rest 
and restore bodies and spirits. 

For more information, contact the 
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Team Leader Reminders: How is your 
administrative fee used by LAVIM? 


BY AMANDA SHORT 

Each team that participates in a mission 
sponsored by LAVIM is given a budget of 
the expenses that are incurred by each team 
member. Typically, a budget will include 
transportation fees, fees for lodging and 
meals, a fee for accident insurance, project 
fees, administrative fees, etc. Budgets for 
domestic missions and those to the 
Mexican border are fairly simple. Budgets 
for international missions are usually more 
involved because the addition of fees for 
tour days, departure taxes and international 
administrative fees. 

One item that is included in a team’s 
budget is the LAVIM Administrative Fee. 
The amount of the fee charged is based on 
whether a mission is travelling domestical¬ 
ly or internationally. Currently, the admin¬ 
istrative fee for domestic missions and mis¬ 
sions to the border in Mexico per team 
member is $60.00, with $40.00 allocated to 
the LAVIM’s financial assistant’s salary 
fund and $20.00 allocated to the 
Development/Reserve Fund. 

The LAVIM administrative fee for inter¬ 
national missions is $100.00 per team 
member, of which $50.00 is allocated to 
the salary fund and $50.00 is allocated to 
the Development/Reserve Fund. The 
Advisory Committee determines the 
amount charged for the LAVIM 
Administrative Fee, in addition to deter¬ 
mining the ratio of the allocation of this 
fee. 

The financial assistant at LAVIM works 
with each mission team leader in preparing 
the team’s budget, assuring that all fees 
collected for a team are properly accounted 
for and disbursed to airlines, mission desti¬ 
nation, etc. When a mission is completed 
the financial assistant prepares a detailed 
report of income and expenses for each 
mission, which is given to the mission’s 
team leader. 

The financial assistant is also responsi¬ 
ble for accounting for any donations 
received by LAVIM on behalf of special 
missions, such as sponsorships of children 
at the Wame Baby Fold Orphanage in 
India or for special projects at both domes¬ 
tic and international mission sites, and for 
accounting for all funds that LAVIM uses 


in the administration of the LAVIM office. 

The portion of the LAVIM 
Administrative Fee allocated to the 
Development/Reserve Fund is managed 
with the guidelines in the policy statement 
regarding the LAVIM Reserve Fund. The 
policy states as follows: 

The Reserve Fund of LAVIM is to be 
used for the expansion of the LAVIM min¬ 
istries and projects. It is to be accrued from 
Administrative Fees not needed for imme¬ 
diate purposes within the LAVIM office. 
The Reserve Fund is to insure the viability 
of current and future projects and to give 
the proper support for fact-finding and 
other related activities. 

The Reserve Fund shall be managed by 
the proper Louisiana Annual Conference 
financial officers. 

The Reserve Fund may be used at the 
discretion of the LAVIM Director for 
expenses not to exceed $1,500. Needs or 
projects exceeding that amount need verbal 
approval of two advisory board members. 
Funds shall be used for the following pur¬ 
poses: 

For the expansion of LAVIM mission 
and ministry, such as financially supporting 
the need for additional construction materi¬ 
als, transportation, medical supplies, educa¬ 
tional materials, and for initiating new pro¬ 
grams and projects. 

For expenses relating to scouting and 
fact-finding for a specific project, such as 
networking, evaluating projects, celebrat¬ 
ing the completion of projects, and being 
an ambassador for Christ-representing the 
Annual Conference at various UMVIM 
sites world-wide. 

The use of the Reserve Fund shall be 
supervised by the LAVIM Advisory 
Committee. The Director shall report 
Reserve Fund activity when requested by 
the LAVIM Advisory Committee. 

Please feel free to contact the LAVIM 
office with any questions that you may 
have. 

Larry Norman 225-346-1646 ext. 222 
lduckn@aol.com 

Brenda Coppit 225-346-1646 ext. 226 
brendacoppit@la-umc.org 

Amanda Short 225-346-1646 ext. 240 
amandashort@la-umc.org 


Popular movie to illustrate LAVIM team leader training 


Each year LAVIM attempts to offer 
Team Leader Training that is an innovative. 
We know that learning the ins and outs of 
being an effective and responsible mission 
leader has the potential to be tedious. 

Guest speakers from throughout the con¬ 
nection, both nationally and internationally, 
have assisted us in training to bring the 
world to us while in Woodworth. Even the 
“boring” bits (budget and legal stuff), have 
been made more interesting. You have role 
played, experienced mission, rotated 
through different sessions, all in an effort 
to ensure that you are well prepared for 
your role as mission team leader. 

The 2013 Team Leader Training will 
prove no different. This year, training will 
revolve and evolve around a major motion 


picture. The movie, which was a popular 
release in 2010, will help us explore all the 
major units of a mission, including budget, 
while giving us a common frame of refer¬ 
ence. It will take about the same time 
frame for the training as we will interrupt 
the showing of the film to discuss our vari¬ 
ous topics. Because this is a popular film, it 
is one that you can purchase or rent or 
stream when it comes time for team leaders 
to in turn train their team at home. For 
those clergy present and seeking CEU’s, 
this training will form the basis of your 
exploration of how this informs your day- 
to-day ministry. Mark your calendars now 
to be present for LAVIM Team Leader 
Training Jan. 25 - 26, 2013 at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 


LAVIM to publish mission devotional guide 


A short term mission can encompass 
so many factors—team building, com¬ 
munity building, structure building and 
disciple building. But it also includes 
spiritual building for those on the team 
and those we come in contact. The 
developers of Team Leader Training 
(TLT) in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference emphasize a spiritual focus 
by making the training event one that 
includes devotions and worship experi¬ 
ences. Team leaders share that planning 
devotional experiences while on mission 
is one of the most difficult yet rewarding 
things on the mission. To assist team 


leaders in planning for devotional 
moments, LAVIM is publishing a guide 
with devotions for departure, arrival and 
those in between times. The three sec¬ 
tions will offer a variety of devotions 
keeping each type of team in mind and 
will also provide sufficient options for 
use over and over again. 

Currently LAVIM is looking for con¬ 
tributors for the devotional guide. If you 
are interested in contributing, please 
email Rev. Dawn Young at deacon- 
dawn@gmail.com for details and writ¬ 
ers’ guidelines. 


Mount Sequoyah Maples Cottage renovation project 



During May and June, Maples Cottage 
on the campus of Mount Sequoyah will be 
undergoing renovation. The building was 
gutted during the first week in June when 
LAVIM teams joined others at the SCJ 
UMVIM Work Week, an annual work 
week on the Mountain. Don and Vivian 
White of the Texas Conference PIM (same 
as VIM) will serve as on-site project and 
volunteer coordinators. The building is 
needed as soon as possible to house a 
growing number of Mount Sequoyah visi¬ 
tors and event participants. 

Week 1: May 7- 10, (Carpenters) In 
these three days volunteers will frame the 
six bathroom areas, (major change from 
what it has been), reframe some doors, 
repair broken ceiling joist, install wind¬ 
bracing in the attic area, frame scuttle hole 
to attic, prepare one-by-three strips for 
hanging sheet rock, and begin framing rear 
deck and stairway. 

Week 2: May 14-18 
(Electricians and 
plumbers) Teams will 
finish rewiring and 
plumbing and get ready 
for first inspection no 
later then the end of this 
week. Carpenters will 
start hanging windows 
and work on rear deck 
and stairs. 

Week 3: May 21-25 
or 26th (Carpenters and 
Sheet rockers) 

Volunteers will com¬ 
plete installation of win¬ 
dows and insulation. 

Sheetrock will be hung 
on walls and ceilings. 

Volunteers are needed 
to get under the build¬ 
ing to staple insulation 
bats between floor 
joists. High school 
youth could help with 
this. This job can begin 
as soon as electric and 
plumbing are finished 
and may extend into 
four to six weeks. 

Week 4: May 28- 
June 1 (Sheet rock) 

Workers will finish 
hanging sheetrock, tape 
and bed, and prepare for 


painting. 

Week 5: June 4-8 (Painting) Volunteers 
will continue to paint and finish repairs to 
hardwood floors. 

Week 6: June 11-15 The painting will 
continue and workers will begin to hang 
doors, install commodes, lavatories, cabi¬ 
nets, etc. 

Week 7: June 18-22 Bath room floors 
will be installed and the hardwood floors 
sanded and refinished. 

Week 8: June 25 The group will begin 
to move in furnishings. 

Housing is free to volunteers for this 
project. Meals should be about or less than 
$30 per day. For a five day stay it will be 
approximately $315. 

For more information, contact Larry 
Norman at (225) 346-1646 or 
lduckn@aol.com 
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REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 

VALLE 

HERMOSO 

Dates 

Team Leader 

May 31-June 3 

Joel Kees 

June 6-10 

Mary Anne 

Schindler 

June 14-17 

Jackie Smith 

June 20-24 

Dale Smith 

June 28-July 1 

Available 

July 5-8 

Available 

July 18-22 

Archie Corder 

No August Dates 

September 6-9 

Kathy Wells 

September 20-23 

Asbury UMC 

Bossier 

October 4-7 

Ricky Willis 

October 18-21 

Available 

November 1-4 

Tom Dungan/ 

Stephen Hebert 

November 15-18 

Available 

Nov. 29-Dec. 2 

Available 

December 6-9 

Available 


LAVIM Staff 

Rev. Larry Norman 

LAVIM Director 
(225) 346-1646 
LDuckN@aol. com 

Brenda Coppit 

LAVIM Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
BrendaCoppit@la-umc. org 

Amanda Short 

LAVIM Financial Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
AmandaShort@la-umc. org 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

June 13-26 

Kampong Saom 

Diane Reich 

Youth Conference- 

October 18-November 1 

Cuba 

Svay Rieng 

Ken Musick 

Men's Mission 

October 15-25 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

November 5-12 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Pam Waguespack 

Construction 

July 23-August 4 

Guatemala City 

David Howell 

Construction 

Haiti 

May 28-June 2 

Bercy 

Logan Hunt 

Construction/Medical 

June 1-9 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill 

Construction/VBS 

August 20-27 

LaTremblay School 

Tim Smith 

Construction 

November 16-24 

Honduras 

Dasmas 

Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill 

Construction/VBS 

June 15-24 

Danli Area 

Vicki Sydboten 

Construction 

August 5-11 

Indonesia 

Potrerillos 

Aimee Chemin/ Travis Rushing 

Construction/VBS 

May 20-June 1 

Bali 

Rikho Koresya/ 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Construction 

Mexico 

June 30-July 5 

Palestine 

Reynosa 

Renee Shamblin/ LA College 

Medical 

October 7-20 

Elias Chacour School/ 
Bethlehem Bible College 

Larry Norman 

Construction 

Russia 

June 7-19 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Repair 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Arkansas 

October 10-14 

Mount Sequoyah 

Fayetteville 

Laura Vaughan 

Construction/Repair 

October 14-19 

Mount Sequoyah / 

TBA 

SCJ UMVIM Fall 


Fayetteville 


Work Week 

Missouri 

May 23-27 

Joplin 

Jason Hayes 

Disaster Response 

October 24-28 

Joplin 

John Mulhern/ 

Allan Martin 

Disaster Response 

ERT 

May 19 (9am-5pm) 

Wesley Center/ Woodworth 

Barbara Tripp 

Early Response Training 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

March 24-30 

Eleuthera 

Lindsey Sirman 

Construction 

Cambodia 

February 12-26 

Phnom Penh/ 

Sam Rath Church 

Judy Foust 

Construction/VBS 

Cuba 

October 14-24 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

March 23-30 

Lemoa 

Max Zehner 

Construction 

June 15-23 

Lemoa 

Brandi Sonnier 

Youth-Construction/VBS 

India 

February 7-23 

Faridpur 

Judy Barbay 

Construction/VBS 

February 14-March 2 

Russia 

Faridpur 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

June 6-17 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Repair 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Alaska 

June 20-30 

Arkansas 

Nome 

Judd Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

April 1-5 

Mount Sequoyah/ 

Fayetteville 

TBA 

Construction/Landscaping 

ERT 

March 2 (9am-5pm) 

TBA 

Bob Deich 

Early Response Training 

August 3 (9am-5pm) 

Team Leader Training 

TBA 

Bob Deich 

Early Response Training 

January 25-26 

Wesley Center/ 

Woodworth 

TBA 

Mission Training for Team Leaders 

August 11 

FUMC Denham Springs 

Bob Deich 

Early Response Training 


Holy Land of Palestine: LAVIM mission in October to the birthplace of our faith 


LAVIM volunteers will encounter the 
words of the Bible in ways they can only 
imagine Oct. 7-20. Twenty-one volunteers 
will walk where Jesus walked and hear his 
words with new ears. It has been a few 
years since LAVIM took a team to Ibillin, 
home of the Elias Chacour School. The 
school was founded by Father Elias 
Chacour who has been nominated for the 


Nobel Peace Prize on several occasions for 
his peacemaking between Jews, Christians 
and Moslems in Palestine. The school 
itself boasts continued educational opportu¬ 
nities to its students who have studied and 
graduated in peace. The team will read and 
study Chacour’s book Blood Brothers 
before traveling to the Holy Land and gath¬ 
ering with this man of wisdom for chapel 


and tea. 

The team will work with construction 
and repair projects at Ibillin and then move 
on to Bethlehem to work with United 
Methodist projects. They will meet with 
and gather information about UMC 
Advance projects and peace-making 
efforts. Portions of two days will be spent 
joining olive picking field workers and 


learning about their lives and dreams. 

The cost of the mission is $3,882 with 
flights out of Baton Rouge or other depar¬ 
ture cities (some cost variation). The mis¬ 
sion fee includes all lodging, in-country 
travel, meals, speakers’ fees, admissions, 
tips for guides, insurance and project fees. 
For information or to register, call (225) 
346-1646 or email LduckN@aol.com 
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India Clinic, from page i 

Marvin, also a physician. Both have 
served with LAVIM teams to Cambodia, 
Viet Nam and India. Four youth and young 
adults served on the team and were the 
delight of their fellow team members and 
hosts. Hallie Harris wrote in the team’s 
journal, “Our team has come together with 
a variety of great gifts to help on the jour¬ 
ney. I am very glad to have met these peo¬ 
ple. God blesses the least of these if we 
make ourselves humble. We do not strive 
to climb to the top; we climb down to help 
pull others up. Do nothing out of selfish 
intent and God will take care of you! He 
loves us all.” 

Lee Carlisle, another team member 
wrote, “On the last day of the journey 
home—this has been a journey not only of 
miles, but of faith. I’m so glad I had the 
opportunity to do this mission, and to meet 
so many interesting people. It has been 
frustrating at times but overall it is a mile¬ 
stone event in my life.” 

Mission calls us out of our comfortable 
surroundings and expected, planned faith 
experiences to see how God works in the 
lives of others in so many ways. It is a 
preview of all that we have not yet known 
or experienced about God and a simple 
and challenging introduction to how He 
wishes to work in our own lives—if we are 
willing to risk and let Him in. 

Two additional missions to India are 
planned for February and March of 2013. 
You are invited to let God work in your 
life as well. Come, go with us! 


Dual Teams, from page 1 

The medical team will serve in the 
Faridpur Clinic as well as conduct mobile 
clinics in the villages surrounding 
Fairdpur. The construction team will fly to 
India to join the medical team for the tour 
portion. When the medical team departs 
for home, the second team will travel to 
Fairdpur to begin its work. 

Medical and non-medical volunteers 
will comprise the medical team led by 
Beverly Dinnel, CST/FA. Physicians, 
nurses, technicians, pharmacists, dentists 
and ophthalmologists are needed for the 
team. Any specialists such as pediatri¬ 
cians, OBGYN’s and PT’s are also urged 
to be part of this team. Non-medical per¬ 
sons can assist the physicians, help with 
registration and order as well as work in 
the pharmacy. The construction team led 
by Judy Barbay will be building an outside 
wall for staff housing, renovating nurse 
quarters, water proofing roofs and rewiring 
electrical connections. A grant is being 
written for funds to build a new operation 
theater where volunteers may also be 
called upon to labor. 

The price of participation in the India 
mission normally falls between $3,300 and 
$3,500 including air fare, materials fees, 
administration, meals, lodging and insur¬ 
ance. Final costs will be announced when 
air contracts are completed. If you are 
interested in serving in India in February 
or March of 2013, please call Beverly 
Dinnel at (985) 320-2393, Judy Barbay at 
(225) 939-1623, or Larry Norman, (225) 
346-1646. There is a place for everyone 
on one of these teams! 


LAVIM and global health join hands in Zimbabwe health mission 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission and 
the Conference Committee on Global 
Health will unite this fall to better under¬ 
stand and become personally involved in 
the fight to eradicate disease in Africa. A 
team is being formed to visit Zimbabwe 
and Africa University Sept. 12-24. 

The group will visit all three of the 
United Methodist hospitals in the coun¬ 
try— Nyadire, Old Mutare and 
Mutambara. Visits will be made to an 
urban home-based care program called 
Epworth in the capital city of Harare; 

Ishe Anesu, Mutare, an after-school pro¬ 
gram for AIDS orphans; and several rural 
clinics where mosquito net distribution 
has been activated. 

This LAVIM team will look into 
United Methodist work being done in the 
areas of HIV/AIDS prevention and care, 
tuberculosis and malaria during meetings 
with Rev. Dr. Eben Kanukayi Nhiwatiwa, 
the new United Methodist bishop of 
Zimbabwe, and the UM Health Advisory 
Board in Mutare. 

Members of the team will travel with 
nurses on outreach teams doing immu¬ 
nizations and AIDS education. The mis¬ 


sion will visit Africa University and the 
Old Mutare Fairfield Mission Orphanage 
outside the gates of the university. The 
team will be accompanied and informed 
by Drs. Marvin and Sylvia Reimer, for¬ 
mer missionaries to Zimbabwe and annu¬ 
al volunteers in United Methodist medical 
efforts . Sylvia Reimer is the former 
chief medical care person for all GBGM 
missionaries. 

The cost of the mission is approxi¬ 
mately $4,000 per person which includes 
air fare, meals, lodging, in- country trans¬ 
portation, insurance, and administration 
and project fees. Rev. Jon Lord and Lisa 
Lord will lead the team. The Lords are 
former missionaries to Africa and experi¬ 
enced LAVIM team leaders. In addition, 
the Lords have served in South Africa as 
Individual Volunteers while working with 
UMVIM. 

Those interested in joining this 
LAVIM team should contact Rev Jon 
Lord atjlord@tulane.edu or (504) 861- 
7597 or LAVIM Director Larry Norman 
at (225) 356-1646 or lduckn@aol.com 

Photo, right, shows small child being 
weighed at an outreach clinic in Africa. 




Perpetuate Mission 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission helps 
with disaster response, construction 
and home repair for the needy, medical 
treatment for those without, and more. 

A bequest in your will to LAVIM can 
support mission for future generations, 
and 

• is easy and inexpensive to prepare 

• does not impact your current budget 

• gives your philanthropic spirit a 
voice. 



What legacy will you leave? 
Remember VIM in your will. 


IJNIll-[> MKTHllOIST 

Foundation 


U-ihere I-.iilli *faJ -LiMlir 


For help in updating or preparing your will, 
contact us or go to our Web site. 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www. umfgi ving. org 
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Ribbons flowing from crosses bearing 
the names of local churches and those 
being recognized this year graced the 
stage during the 2012 Annual 
Conference. Dr. Marcia McFee, worship 
leader for the conference, leads gath¬ 
ering music as the conference con¬ 
venes. Rev. Adam Hamilton holds a 
teaching session on'building up lead¬ 
ers/ 



‘Building Up Leaders’ is 2012 Conference theme 


More than 1,000 United Methodists 
from around the state gathered at 
Centenary College in Shreveport June 3-6 
for the 2012 Annual Conference. 

Worship services and teaching ses¬ 
sions throughout the event were centered 
on the conference theme, “Building Up 
Leaders for Building Up the World.” 
Ephesians 4:11-12 served as this year’s 
inspirational scripture. 

This year’s theme was the fourth in 
the quadrennium that supports the Four 
Areas of Focus, the priority ministry 
areas of The United Methodist Church 


and of the Louisiana Conference. 

Our need for developing principled 
Christian leaders was addressed during 
three guest teaching sessions led by Rev. 
Adam Hamilton, founding pastor of the 
United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. For 
coverage of his presentations, visit the 
Louisiana Conference website at www.la- 
umc.org 

A special report was presented to the 
session in regard to conference funding 
for the future. The report came from the 
Strategic Vitality Task Force in coopera¬ 


tion with the Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration. For com¬ 
plete coverage and results of that report 
visit www.la-umc.org 

Our continued concern for the elimi¬ 
nation of global diseases was woven 
throughout the conference, particularly as 
delegates celebrated the April 21st 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, when more than 
2,000 volunteers, walkers and runners 
participated in eight runs throughout the 
state to raise funds and awareness for 

See Conference, page 4 
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Conference creates instructional manual and DVD on HIV testing 





The Global Health Initiative of the Louisiana Annual Conference has created a manual, 
above, and an instructional DVD that can be downloaded and used to organize an HIV 
testing event. Participants in a service of remembrance held Dec. 1 in Baton Rouge, La. 
place pebbles in a basket, top left, in memory of a loved one who has died of complica¬ 
tions from HIV/AIDS. Pictured at the same 2011 event. Baton Rouge Mayor Kip Holden 
speaks about the pandemic during a press conference. Baton Rouge ranks second in the 
nation in HIV/AIDS cases. 


United Methodist churches and confer¬ 
ences can now easily organize an HIV test¬ 
ing event with the assistance of a manual 
and instructional DVD developed by the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Spearheaded by members of the confer¬ 
ence Global Health Initiative, the organiza¬ 
tional tools were created with the assistance 
of a grant provided by the General Board 
of Global Ministries. 

“The Louisiana Conference has taken a 
deep interest in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. Since our inaugural testing 
event launched in the fall of 2009, United 
Methodist churches statewide have expand¬ 
ed testing efforts and have continued to 
hold World AIDS Day events. Creating the 
manual and DVD allows us to share the 
system we have developed, making the 
process easier for other conferences,” said 
Margaret Johnson, chair for the initiative. 

The instructional tools, produced with 
the help of professional editors and video 
producers, answer questions about volun¬ 
teer recruitment and training, which agen¬ 
cies to get involved, and how to promote 
your HIV testing event. “Most importantly, 
the manual encourages ecumenical involve¬ 
ment because it is important to have the 
faith community working together. 

Through the involvement of the church, we 
can lift the stigma associated with HIV 
testing and help to save lives,” said 
Johnson. 

United Methodists in Louisiana have 


been honored as leaders in efforts both to 
educate people about AIDS and help lead 
the way to eliminating the disease in their 
state. The Louisiana Annual Conference 
received one of five inaugural United 
Methodist Global AIDS Leadership Awards 
during the third international Lighten the 
Burden Conference in October of. 

Other honorees included former 
President George W. and Laura Bush, 
retired United Methodist Bishop “Fritz” 
and Etta Mae Mutti, the Rev. Donald 
Messer and Dr. Musa Dube. 

“I am inspired by the efforts of United 
Methodists throughout the Louisiana 
Conference as they do their part to help 
eliminate this killer disease,” said Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, who leads the con¬ 
ference. 

The Honorable Kip Holden, mayor of 
Baton Rouge, La., offered words of chal¬ 
lenge and hope during a Louisiana 
Conference sponsored World AIDS Day 
event Dec. 1, 2011. 

“AIDS is the Goliath, but we are the 
Davids that will slay this devastating dis¬ 
ease,” said Holden during a press confer¬ 
ence held prior to the ecumenical service 
held in Baton Rouge, La. Organized by the 
conference Global Health Initiative, the 
event was one of four World AIDS Day 
events held statewide last December. Other 
services took place in Lake Charles, New 
Orleans and Shreveport. 

Most surprising to many of those in 


attendance were some alarming statistics 
about the disease and the city of Baton 
Rouge. “We have the second-highest num¬ 
ber of HIV/AIDS cases among American 
cities. More than 3,000 people have died of 
AIDS in Baton Rouge since these statistics 
were gathered,” said Jeff Stafford, event 
coordinator and member for First United 
Methodist Church. 


The Louisiana Annual Conference 
wants to continue putting faces on the dis¬ 
ease, encouraging people to better under¬ 
stand HIV/AIDS and, perhaps, to join the 
fight. 

The manual can be downloaded for use 
by visiting www.la-umc.org The DVD is 
in postproduction and will be available for 
downloading in several weeks. 


Louisiana Conference A(tJW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 
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Fourteen 
ordained and six 
commissioned 
Tuesday night 

A Commissioning and Ordination 
Service was held Tuesday, June 5 at 7:30 
p.m. at First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport during annual conference. 

Ten persons were ordained elders and 
received into full connection with the con¬ 
ference. They are William Bradley 
Franklin, Cheri Lee Godwin, Derek 
Raymond Joyce, Todd William Mallory, 
Ashley Jalyn McGuire, William Brian 
Mercer, Lewis Malcolm Morris, Jr., 
LaSheena S. S. Simmons, Susie Hiss 
Thomas, and Sharon Duplantis Zehner 
(transition from Deacon Orders). 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin, Herbert 
Willard McGuin, Cheryl Shannon Sandifer 
and Dianne Piper Wooden were ordained 
deacon and received into full connection 
with the conference. 

Jonathan Michael Bevil, Chad David 
Brooks, Thomas Alan Johnson, Sonya 
Renee Lars, and Bradley Wilson Swire 
were commissioned as provisional elders. 

Linda Katherine Broderick was com¬ 
missioned as a provisional deacon. 

Local pastors and 
lay ministers 
recognized June 5 

The recognition of Local Pastors, those 
completing the License to Preach School 
and those receiving lay ministry certifica¬ 
tion was held June 5 in the Gold Dome 
during the morning session of conference. 

Fourteen people were recognized for 
completing the License to Preach School. 
They are Christen Ronnie Berg, Michael 
Caffery, Maribel Calvo*, Sharon Harris*, 
Jeff Hilliard*, John Korlaske*, Tiffanie 
Lyon*, Nancy Owens, Michael Palermo*, 
Kathy Pfleider*, Walter Pousson, Heidi 
Spell, Richard Tumley*, and Chris 
Winterman. Those receiving their first 
appointment are designated with an aster¬ 
isk (*). 

Bertrand Griffin II, Wade Mitchell 
Landeche, Daniel Lund, and Laura Elaine 
Nusbaum completed the License to Preach 
School in previous years and are receiving 
their first appointment this year. 

Vera Johnson Alexander, Michael 
Wayne Clark, Renee Andre Deaton, Lisa 
Carole Fitzpatrick, and Jerry Glenn Wood 
were appointed as local pastors this past 
year ad-interim. 

Recognized as a local pastor having 
completed the Course of Study School is 
Carol Daye Heard and Roy Jackson Price, 
III. 

Receiving professional certification in 
Spiritual Formation is Rev. Joseph Awotwi. 
Recognized as a certified lay minister is 
Phyllis Estella Jefferson. 


2012 Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 



Robert Green 
Acadiana 


Tamara Johnson 
Acadiana 


Morgan Brewton 
Alexandria 


Jasmine Frank 
Baton Rouge 


Abigail Dillard 
Baton Rouge 





Robin Chailland 
Monroe 


Joshua Bouligny 
New Orleans 



Sam Chigumira 
New Orleans 






Nathaniel Cyprian 
New Orleans 




Amanda Price 
New Orleans 



Alissa Brown 
Shreveport 


Cameron Brandao 
Shreveport 


Ryan Elledge 
Shreveport 


Jay Frazier 
Shreveport 


Kaitlyn Squires 
Shreveport 




Calvin Davis 
Shreveport 



Faith Willhite 
Shreveport 


* 



Kristen Young 
Shreveport 



Abbie Woods 
Shreveport 


The 2012 recipients are listed below 
by the school each is attending: 

Centenary 

Cameron Brandao, Morgan Brewton, 
Alissa Brown, Robin Chailland, Sam 


Chigumira, Calvin Davis, Abigail 
Dillard, Ryan Elledge, Jay Frazier, 
Jessica Lehman, Amanda Price, Paige 
Pritchett, Austin Rinehart, Logan 
Settoon, Kaitlyn Squires, Faith Willhite, 
Abbie Woods and Kristen Young. 


Dillard 

Joshua Bouligny, Nathaniel Cyprian, 
Jasmine Frank, Robert Green, Tamara 
Johnson and Moniqua Osbey. 
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AWARDS 



Sojourner Truth 
Award 

Noel Haacker 



Sojourner Truth 
Award 

Rachel Scott 



Sarah Schoeffler 
Award 

John Mile 



Harry Denman 
Award 

Rev. Robert Johnson 



Harry Denman 
Award 

Joyce Robinson 



Harry Denman 
Award 

Ashlyn Esterly 


2012 Class of Retirees 

Louisiana United Methodist Annual Conference 







Adkins Bates 


Branch Calvo 


Caraway 



Chiasson 





Collins 


Cotton Winn Floyd 


Lathan 



Montegudo 



Peyton 




The 2012 class of clergy retirees were honored June 6 dur¬ 
ing the traditional “Passing of the Mantle” service, held in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson led the congregants in the 
recognition and blessing of the retirees. 

Rev. J. Roddy Taylor represented the retiring class and 
placed the ceremonial mantle over the shoulders of Rev. Brad 
Franklin who represented the new full member class. 


The members of this year’s retiring class included the fol¬ 
lowing persons: Revs. Johnie Adkins, Jr., Patricia Bates, Dale 
Branch, Samuel Calvo, Steven Caraway, Rita Chiasson, 
Emmett Collins, Carole Cotton Winn, Charles Floyd, Jr., Carol 
Heard, Roger Lathan, Ellen Montegudo, Owen Peyton, 
William Strawbridge, J. Roddy Taylor and Fannie Thompson. 

(Rev. Heard is not pictured) 


Conference, from page 1 

Imagine No Malaria. More than $56,000 
has been raised for the cause to date. 

On Wednesday afternoon, GC head of 
delegation Rev. Ellen Alston reported on 
the 2012 General Conference held April 
24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. Her report is 
posted online at www.la-umc.org 

The Memorial and Communion Service 
was held Monday night in the Gold Dome 
on Centenary’s Campus. Rev. Roger 
Lathan served as speaker for the service. 

Ten persons were ordained elder in full 
connection with the conference during the 
Service of Ordination and Commissioning 
held Tuesday night at First UMC in 
Shreveport, with Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson as keynote speaker. During 
Ordination, four persons were ordained as 
deacon in full connection. Five were com¬ 
missioned as provisional elders and one 
was commissioned as provisional deacon. 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session were collected 
with an emphasis on ministries beyond the 
boundaries of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. A collection for repairs needed 
to First United Methodist Church in 
Ekaterinberg was taken Monday night dur¬ 
ing the Memorial Service. Tuesday night’s 
offering during Ordination will help with 
the cost of providing our ordinands with a 
trip to the Holy Land. 

Appointments for 2011-2012 were fixed 
on Wednesday, including the appointment 
of the incoming New Orleans District 
Superintendent, Rev. Hadley Edwards. He 
replaces Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley. 

Highlights of the conference included 
the episcopal address by outgoing Bishop 
Hutchinson (posted online and to be print¬ 
ed in the next edition of Louisiana NowX)\ 
honoring of our clergy retirees with the 
Passing of the Mantle service; and the fix¬ 
ing of appointments. 


United Methodist 
Merit Scholars 



Calvin Davis 
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Katy Build result 


of unique community partnership for Asbury UMC 


In a unique community partnership, 
Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City has joined with The Fuller 
Center for Housing to build the 45th Fuller 
Center home and the first Fuller Center 
home in Bossier City. The build is in mem¬ 
ory of Katy Watkins, a former youth mem¬ 
ber of Asbury UMC. 

Angela Pfanner, program director for 
Asbury UMChurch, said, “The founding 
mission of Asbury UMC was based on 
faith, hope and love. May this foundation, 
along with the spirit of Katy and the com¬ 
mitment of Fuller Center, be the beginning 
of a new era in the Bossier City community 
and the life of Asbury United Methodist 
Church.” 

As a youth member of Asbury UMC, 
Katy, was a vibrant part of the youth pro¬ 
gram and mission outreach. She participat¬ 
ed in Weekend of the Cross in the 
Shreveport District and the youth’s annual 
summer mission to the Navajo nation. 
Following Hurricane Katrina, the Asbury 
youth joined the church in monthly mis¬ 
sions to New Orleans for recovery assis¬ 
tance. Katy was one of the church leaders 
that moved and motivated the youth to 
change their 16-year summer mission from 
Arizona to New Orleans. As Katy would 
put it, “We need to help those in our own 
backyard.” It wasn’t an easy position for a 
young person to take, but Katy never 
backed down. 

Katy died as a result of injuries in a 
motor vehicle accident during her junior 
year in high school. 

The “Katy Build” house will be located 
on Nina Street in the McCall Subdivision 
on property donated to the Fuller Center. 


Through these efforts, The Fuller Center 
for Housing continues the ministry of 
transforming lives and communities. Their 
partner, Asbury United Methodist Church 
will work through its members, the 
Watkins family and community friends to 
sponsor the home in memory of Katy 
Watkins. 

“This is exciting and powerful! I would 
challenge any group or individuals who 
want to see how faith-based organizations 
make a difference to become a partner in 
this project. This is a great opportunity to 
show your love for your fellow man and 
honor a young lady that was a gift to oth¬ 
ers,” said Lee A. Jeter, Sr., executive direc¬ 
tor of The Fuller Center for Housing of 
Northwest Louisiana. 

Ground breaking is scheduled for June 9 
at 7:30 a.m. Persons who would like to 
contribute to the Katy Watkins Legacy 
Build are asked to call The Fuller Center 
office at (318) 221-7474 or send an email 
to ljeter@fullercentemwla.org. or contact 
Angela Pfanner at Asbury UMC, (318) 
746-5349. 



Katy Watkins 



BUILD 


Join ue in this partnership is build the flrsl Fuller Canter 
homo In Bossier City In honor or Katy Watkins. By giving 
backend looking forward, we ask Thai you consider the 
many ways to be Involved wilh (he Katy Watkins Guild. 

fipe mr_TF ipP.-ymMlirm, ci>--*rl 

Ler JAtf ■ Mi- 7474 ur Angola PI an-tar ■ 
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Six Missions in a Day’ is outgrowth of 2011 conference ‘Day of Caring 



As an outgrowth of 2011 's "Day of Caring," Asbury United Methodist Church in Bossier 
City recently sponsored "Six Missions in a Day." Pictured are the confirmation class 
which filled cleaning buckets for UMCOR Sager Brown in Baldwin. 


As part of the denominational initiative 
known as Change the World, the Louisiana 
Annual Conference sponsored “A Day of 
Caring” on May 14, 2011. 

More than 210 Louisiana churches par¬ 
ticipated in the event by sponsoring a vari¬ 
ety of projects ministering to the poor and 
underserved of their respective communi¬ 
ties. 

The conference wide Change the World 
event for 2012 was the Louisiana Skeeter 
Run, held April 21 in eight cities statewide 
to raise funds and awareness for Imagine 
No Malaria. 

As an outgrowth of 2011 ’s “Day of 
Caring,” Asbury United Methodist Church 
in Bossier City recently sponsored “Six 
Missions in a Day.” 

The day was designed to involve as 
many church members as possible in a mis¬ 
sion experience. More than 75 people par¬ 
ticipated in the missions, with volunteers 
ranging from 9-80 years of age. 

Mission experiences included: 

*Children from the church visited a pri¬ 
vate animal shelter and working with the 
coordinators there to care for the animals 
awaiting adoption. 

*The confirmation class shopped and 
filled 15 cleaning buckets for UMCOR 
Sager Brown in Baldwin, La. 

* Church youth participated in the annu¬ 


al community Day of Light with children 
participating in the VO A Lighthouse pro¬ 
gram. The Day of Light included a variety 
of blow-up jumpers and water slides with 
hotdogs and soda for lunch. 

*United Methodist Men built wheel¬ 
chair ramps with the Shreveport District 
ramp-building team. 

* Senior adults of the church volunteered 
at the Northwest Louisiana Foodbank and 
enjoyed lunch afterwards. 

*A11 other adults not participating with 
one of the other missions joined the 
church’s Renesting program. Renesting is 
an ongoing mission of Asbury UMC which 
collects gently used furniture and then uses 
the items to furnish and decorate homes for 
those transitioning from homelessness into 
a new residence. 

Plans are being formulated for next 
year’s mission experience, expanding and 
moving toward a goal of even broader 
involvement. 
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Appointments 2012-2013 


ACAD I AN A DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Ed Boyd 

3 

Abbeville-Briggs 

John L. Vining 

16 

Baldwin, Trinity 

(Barry A.Whittington,Sr. Vi PL) 

13 

Belle Rose, St. James-Lutcher Chapel (Elva Jacobs Vi PL) 

11 

Berwick, First-Patterson 

Berwick, Mason-Verdunville, 

Steven J. Porter 

2 

Fitzgerald- Franklin, Mt. Zion 

(Charles E.Hill V* PL) 

9 

Broussard, Faith Community 

Nancy E. Wofford 

3 

Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher 

(Barbara J. Beaumont % PL) 

12 

Donaldsonville, St. Peter 

(Gaynell R.Simon Vi PL) 

6 

Dulac, Clanton Chapel 

Franklin, First-Jeanerette, 

(Cyril A. Kirby Verret Vi PL) 

24 

McGowen 

Houma: 

(Susan C. Pugh FL) 

5 

Bayou Blue 

Monica Gayle Monk % 

1 

First 

R. Don Ross 

5 

Mt. Vernon 

(Joseph Holland, Sr.Vi PL) 

11 

Wesley-Vacherie 

Jeanerette: 

(Terry A.Lindsey Vi PL) 

4 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. 3 / 4 PL) 

12 

St. Peter-New Iberia, St. James 
Krotz Springs-Lottie, 

(Junius Egby, Jr. Vi PL) 

3 

Wilson Memorial 

Lafayette: 

T.B.S. 


Asbury 

Richard H. Humphries 

3 

Associate 

Stephen D. Berger 

1 

Associate 

Susan M. Ferguson 

2 

Covenant 

Chris A. Blanchard 

6 

Minister of Visitation 

(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr. Vi PL) 

5 

First 

Mark B. Benge, Sr. 

2 

Associate 

Mallalieu Immanuel- 

(Fred M. Fraser < Vi RA*) 

6 

St. Martinville, Mallalieu 

La’Sheena Simmons 

2 

Northwood 

(C. Ann Sutton) 

4 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 

(Inita L. Smith Vi PL) 

6 

Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 

(Leroy Brumfield Vi RL*) 

3 

Mathews, Memorial 

Monica Gayle Monk Vi 

1 

Melville-Palmetto 

Morgan City, 

T.B.S. 


Pharr Chapel-Walmsley 
Napoleonville, 

(L. John Locascio FL) 

2 

Wesley-Wood lawn 

New Iberia, First-Lydia- 

(Marguerite D. Jenkins Vi PL) 

2 

New Iberia, Mt. Zion 

New Roads, First-Maringouin, 

Scott T. Bullock 

12 

St. Peter-Shiloh 

Opelousas: 

Stephen C. Fleming 

2 

Louisiana Memorial 

Stephen N. Fife 

1 

St. Mark 

Darlene A. Moore 

2 

Pecan Island 

Plaquemine: 

T.B.S. 


First-Grand River 

S. Kemper Smith 

2 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 

(Thomas A. Wesley Vi PL) 

29 

Port Barre 

Rosedale: 

T.B.S. 


Hartzell 

(Ulysse Stephens RA*) 

19 

Rosedale 

Thibodaux: 

(Heidi Spell Vi SY*) 

1 

Calvary-Magnolia 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr. Vi PL) 

7 

First 

Donald L. Wilkinson 

5 

Waxia, St. Paul 

(Marvette J. Thomas % PL) 

6 

ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

Ellen R. Alston 

5 

First 

Barry Hoekstra 

5 

Horseshoe Drive 

Tracy L. MacKenzie 

5 

Newman 

Joseph D. Awotwi 

5 

St. Mark’s 

T.B.S. 


Wilton 

(Michael P. Caffery Vi SY*) 

4 

Atlanta 

Boyce: 

(Kenneth W. Holt % PL) 

2 

Lahey Chapel 

(David F. Nugent Vi RL*) 

9 

Union Chapel 

Bunkie: 

Sandra A. Williams Vi OF 

3 

David Haas Memorial-White's Chapel-Evergreen 



Joe A. Hoover Vi 

10 

Trinity 

Campti, St. Paul-Clarence, 

(Mary L. Jones Vi PL) 

9 

Mt. Zion 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. Vi SY*) 

13 

Cheneyville, St. Paul 

T.B.S. 


Colfax-Alexandria, Trinity 

(Antonio E. Ranero Vi PL) 

2 

Couley-Sanders Chapel 

Ferriday, 

(Thomas G. May Vi PL) 

12 

Sevier Memorial-Vidalia 

Ray L. Varnado 

4 

Hineston, Fellowship 

Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah- 

(Ronald G. Perry Vi SY*) 

2 

Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 

Daniel M. Hixon 

2 

Associate 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot- 

(M. Amanda Carpenter Vi PL) 

2 

Cheneyville 

(Ross C. Ford, Jr. FL) 

12 

Many, First 

Marksville-Effie, 

Elaine M. Burleigh 

1 

Oak Grove-Simmesport 

(B. Carolyn Fletcher Vi PL) 

1 

Marthaville, Beulah-Weaver 

T.B.S. 


Melder, St. Mark’s 
Montgomery-Montgomery, 

(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. Vi SY*) 

38 

Mt. Zion 

Natchitoches: 

(Doris Johnson li SY*) 

2 


Asbury-Wesley Campus 

Ministry, NSU 

Karli D. Pidgeon 

2 

Emmanuel-Rosa 

T.B.S. 


First 

Douglas B. de Graffenried 

3 

Associate 

(M. B. Linda Clark Vi PL) 

2 

Oak Grove-Proven cal 

John R. Foster Vi OF 

12 

Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 

W. Mark Strickland 

4 

Olla-Urania 

(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

2 

Palestine-Deville, Bethel 

Gerald R. Crise 

2 

Pineville: 

First 

Ricky L. Willis 

5 

Associate 

Mark R. Martin 

5 

Pleasant Grove-Jonesville 

Jim Elder % OF 

2 

Wesley-Booneville, Memorial 

(James E. Ray, Sr. Vi PL) 

19 

Pollock-Boyce, First- 
Liberty Chapel 

Walton C. Dunbar 

1 

St. Maurice 

(Lawanda F. Smith % SY*) 

5 

Strange 

T.B.S. 


Winnfield 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

3 

BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

W. Ralph Ford 

7 

Amite 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

1 

Youth Pastor 

(Jason L. Harris Vi PL) 

2 

Baker: 

Blackwater 

Marie P. Williams 

3 

Associate 

(Linda M. Hagan Vi RL*) 

5 

First-Greenwell Springs, Bethel 

E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 

9 

Baton Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Fred B. Wideman 

5 

Min. of Staff Development & 
Congregational Care 

Kenneth M. Carroll 

22 

Lead Pastor, Casual Service 
& Min. to Older Adults 

Augustus M. Allen 

8 

Min. of Sen. Care and 

Residential Ministries 

Lusinda M. Warren Vi FD 

11 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

C. Shannon Sandifer % FD* 

4 

Camphor Memorial 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. 

2 

Associate 

Mary Ann M. Robinson Vi OF 

7 

First 

Brady S. Whitton 

1 

Associate 

Kathryn McKay Simpson 

4 

Associate 

William Bradley Franklin 

4 

Associate 

Susie H. Thomas 

4 

Minister of Wholeness, 

Healing & Prayer 

Ann M. Trousdale Vi FD* 

5 

Francis Asbury 

W. Odell Simmons Vi RM* 

11 

Hope Community 

(H. Louis Jones Vi PL) 

11 

Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, 

St. Landry 

(Constance R. Saizon FL) 

7 

Ingleside 

(Jay C. Hogewood SY*) 

1 

Jefferson 

Michael T. Head 

1 

Associate 

(Stephen Zuber SY*) 

1 

Jordan 

Davis W. Clark 

8 

Neely 

Arnold V. Brown 

21 

Minister of Education 

Linda A. Joseph Vi FD* 

10 

St. Andrew's 

Juliet P. Spencer 

2 

St. John’s 

Juan C. Huertas 

2 

Minister of Christian Formation 

Sarah W. Shoup Vi FD 

2 

St. Luke's 

Freddie C. Henderson Vi RM* 

4 

St. Mark 

Derrick D. Hills 

5 

Associate 

(Glorious M. Wright < % RL*) 

1 

University, William B. 

Reilly Memorial 

Van A. Stinson 

5 

Associate 

R. Lee McKinzie 

2 

Minister of Pastoral Care 

Carol A. Civils Vi FD* 

1 

Wesley 

Joe D. Connelly 

3 

Minister of Care and Service 

Bernadine Johnson Vi FD* 

2 

Clinton: 

Beech Grove 

(Inita L. Smith Vi PL) 

6 

First-Clear Creek 

Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 

5 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul 

(Yvonne P. Dayries Vi RL*) 

3 

St. Peter-Jackson Chapel 
-Mt.Carmel 

(Clark L. Clark Vi PL) 

5 

Convent, St. James 

(Gaynell R. Simon Vi PL) 

17 

Darlington 

(Renee A. Deaton Vi PL) 

2 

Day’s-Center 

Larry D. Robertson Vi RM* 

16 

Denham Springs: 

First 

Robert L. Deich 

6 

Associate 

Virginia P. Allen 

4 

Roberts 

Deborah B. Williams 

5 

Faith Crossing 

Leslie G. Stephens 

6 

Galvez, Carpenter's Chapel 

Jared R. Williams PE 

2 

Gonzales, First 

Mark J. Goins 

3 

Greensburg: 

Greensburg 

Kenneth R. Reed Vi RM* 

2 

Wesley Chapel 

(Owen H. Peyton, Sr. Vi RA*) 

1 

Greenwell Springs: 
Magnolia-Deerford 

Lewis M. Morris, Jr. 

4 

St. Luke 

(Marguerite Jordan 



Rheams Vi PL) 

5 

Hammond, First 

Joseph M. Donakey 

6 

Minister of Christian Education 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin < Vi FD* 

4 

Minister of Christian Education 

Herbert W. McGuin, III < Vi FD* 

4 

Huff Chapel 

(Milton E. Bourque, Jr. Vi PL) 

6 

Jackson-Ethel 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

3 

Kentwood-Mt. Hermon 

(Percy M. Frazier Vi RA*) 

11 

Livingston 

Richard T. Stiltner Vi RM* 

2 

Loranger-Cooper’s Chapel 

(David L. Bricker FL) 

1 

Montpelier-Walker, Corbin 

(Donald R. Young Vi PL) 

4 

Nesom Memorial-Independence 

(Reid G. Day Vi PL) 

4 

NewSong 

Frank S. Harris III 

6 

Minister of Prayer and Counseling 

Cathy J. Arends Vi FD* 

5 

Pine Grove 

(Owen H. Peyton, Sr. Vi RA*) 

1 


Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa Kevin D. Smith OF 5 

Ponchatoula: 

First Michael D. McLaurin 2 

Wesley Chapel-Lee’s Landing Spiller W. Milton % RM* 3 

Port Allen, Scott (Willie Laws) 7 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel (Mark A. Lubbock % PL) 2 

St. Amant, Faithful-New River (Russell S. Clunan % PL) 3 

St. Francisville Jan Holloway Curwick 2 

Associate Bradley W. Swire PE 1 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek (Betty A. McCarver Vi PL) 8 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord (Jesse L. Means, Jr. % SY*) 41 

Springfield, First (Emile E. Tosso III % PL) 8 

Tunica (Michael W. Clark Vi PL) 6 

Walker: 

Walker (A. Jeffrey Hilliard Vi PL) 4 

Mangum Chapel-James Chapel (Jimmie S. Parker Vi PL) 7 

Watson: 

Andrew Chapel (Isaac L. Hammond, Jr. % PL) 5 

Live Oak (Mark E. Crosby) 17 

Associate (Richard W. Davis % PL) 6 

Minister of Pastoral Care Rita M. Chiasson % RD* 4 

Wilson, Wesley-Clinton, Asbury (Gregory McClay, Sr. % PL) 7 

Zachary: 

First Gregory R. Davis 10 

Associate (Stephen A. Hebert % PL) 2 

Minister of Pastoral Care Christine A. Roberts < % FD* 2 

Moses Chapel (Vera J. Alexander % PL) 2 

LAKE CHARLES DISTRICT 

District Superintendent Steven M. Spurlock 5 

Church Point-Crowley, Wesley (Robert Clark Vi SY*) 4 

Crowley, First Charles W. Crews 1 

Associate (Virginia Cutrer % RL*) 9 

DeOuincy Gloria L. Youngblood 2 

DeRidder, First A. Wayne Evans 2 

Elton-Oberlin (Steven Bellard Vi SY*) 4 

Eunice-Kinder-lota (William V. Turner FL) 1 

Florien: 

Macedonia-Leesville, Mt. Zion T.B.S. 

Prospect-Hornbeck (Raymond H. Leidig, Jr. % RL*) 11 

Gueydan-Lake Arthur LaMarylis S. Cotten % RM* 3 

Holly Grove (David Stewart % SY*) 7 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine Grove (Sharon D. Harris % PL) 2 

Indian Bayou-Kaplan G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. % RM* 5 

Iowa, First David R. DeWitt Vi* 20 

Jennings: 

Jennings Walter L. Parker, Jr. 2 

Mallalieu (Kimberly Richard Vi SY*) 2 

Lake Charles: 

Fairview (Richard Baggett % SY*) 7 

First Weldon C. Bares 3 

Associate Louis G. Blankenbaker Vi RM* 8 

St. Luke Simpson Karl S. Klaus 11 

Associate John Robert Black 1 

University Charles R. Langford 7 

Warren Anice Moses 4 

Leesville: 

First Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 5 

Korean Kwan Young Kim Vi OE 1 

Merryville (Rickey D. Watson Vi SY*) 2 

Moss Bluff Joshua D. Milliron 4 

Raymond Richard O. Teeter Vi RM* 2 

Rayne, Centenary 

-Ebenezer-Branch Charles L. Floyd, Jr. Vi 12 

Roanoke T.B.S. 

Squyres-DeRidder, Wesley Heather Haussler Leyland 2 

Sulphur: 

Henning Memorial Douglas L. Cain 3 

Maplewood Rhonda E. Feurtado 3 

Wesley-Hackberry Eddie Carpenter 1 

Sweetlake-Cameron, 

Wakefield-Grand Chenier James B. Moore 7 

Vinton, Welsh Memorial Kathy C. Fitzhugh 5 

Welsh: 

First (Pamela Fitch Roy) 1 

Welsh, Jones T.B.S. 

Westlake Elizabeth M. Northen 8 

MONROE DISTRICT 

District Superintendent T. Lynn Malone 2 

Ansley-Centerpoint (D. Edward Rushing, Jr. Vi PL) 4 

Bartholomew-Beekman (M. Clelie Stone Vi PL) 2 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston Henry R. Stone 2 

Memorial-Mer Rouge Mollie A. McGee 3 

Mt. Olive (Robert A. Bradford, Jr. Vi SY*) 2 

Bernice-Beech Grove-Summerfield Johnie W. Adkins, Jr. Vi RF* 12 

Beulah (J. Dwight Boozer Vi SY*) 2 

Boeuf Prairie (Rex S. Barker Vi SY*) 4 

Calhoun, Mount Zion Richard L. Cockburn 1 

Chatham (Lala B. Cooper Vi PL) 7 

Choudrant (Reginald D. Colvin Vi PL) 4 

Clay (John E. Finch, Jr. Vi PL) 7 

Columbia Benjamin N. McGehee 1 

Crew Lake-Mangham (Marshall A. Sevier FL) 5 

Crowville (W. Wayne Ray Vi PL) 1 

Delhi Jack D. Phelps Vi RM* 2 

Douglas Jeremy S. Jones 2 

Downsville (Lisa T. Mayo FL) 2 

Dubach-Harmony Chapel (Donald W. Lanier FL) 6 

Epps-Holly Ridge (J. Paul Laird Vi PL) 2 

Eros-Antioch, Eros C. Frances Johnson Hooton Vi 1 
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Farmerville 

(Truman P. Stagg FL) 

3 

Grayson 

Dorothy J. Smith 

2 

Hebert 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson- 

(W. Richard Turnley 14 PL*) 

1 

New Hope 

Richard C. Hooton 

1 

Lake Providence-Pioneer 

(Newton M. Horne, Jr.) 

1 

Little Creek-Union 

(S. Dana Thrash 14 PL) 

2 

Marion-Bird’s Chape 1 

Monroe: 

(William E. Smith Vi PL) 

4 

First 

R. Larry Stafford 

18 

Associate 

Jonathan M. Bevil PE 

1 

Associate 

J. Roddy Taylor 3 / 4 RM* 

1 

Minister of Music 

Kern F. Alexander FD 

13 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

Larry Dean O’Dell 

2 

Associate 

(Betty L. Swanson 14 PL) 

12 

Memorial 

Jimmie D. Pyles 14 RM* 

4 

Reveille 

(Marcelle F. Crow 14 PL) 

9 

St. James 

(Thelma J. Stevenson 14 SY*) 

4 

St. Mark's 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. 

1 

St. Paul 

(John E. Tellis, Sr. 14 SY*) 

1 

St. Paul’s 

Timothy J. Neustifter 

1 

Associate 

Chad D. Brooks PE 

2 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo 14 

1 

Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai 

(Isaac Brown 14 SY*) 

5 

Newellton 

Oak Grove-Kilbourne- 

(John H. Wilkins !4 PL) 

5 

Locust Grove 

(Paul Curtis Carroll, Jr. FL) 

2 

Quitman 

(Charles R. Penuell 14 PL) 

2 

Rayville 

Ruston: 

Darryl A. Tate 3 /4 

1 

Grace 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

3 

Trinity 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

5 

Associate 

W. Brian Mercer 

12 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo 14 

9 

Associate 

Connie F. Breaux Va FD 

10 

Minister of Music 

R. Michael Cloud FD 

20 

Wesley Chapel 

Dalton R. Shovan 14 RE* 

9 

St. Andrew's-Oak Ridge 

(Judith D. Bazer) 

5 

St. Joseph 

Peggy B. Foreman 

1 

St. Peter-Lawson Chapel 

(Sonia D. Gee 14 PL) 

9 

Sicily Island-Harrisonburg 
Simsboro: 

Howard L. Hudson, Jr. 14 RM* 

2 

Antioch 

(Steven Joe Koskie, Jr. 14 PL) 

5 

Memorial-Salem 

Danny D. Baskin OF 

4 

Tallulah 

West Monroe: 

(James W. Reid) 

2 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

M. Stuart Sherman 

2 

Claiborne-Wilhite 

(William F. Foster FL) 

5 

Faith 

Ted D. Freeland 

2 

First 

Jon E. Tellifero 

5 

Associate 

(Shawn T. Hornsby FL) 

4 

McGuire 

W. Scott Adams 

1 

Minister to Families and Youth 

Christopher H. McLain % PD 

3 

Winnsboro 

John G. Hankins PE 

5 

Wisner-Gilbert 

(Frances 1. Guy 14 PL) 

13 

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Angie, Wesley Ray- 

Hadley R. Edwards 

1 

Mary’s Chapel-Live Oak 
Bogalusa: 

Terrence S. August 

8 

Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 

Thomas E. Dolph 

3 

Thirkield-Harry’s Chapel 

(Louis A. Smith Va PL) 22 


Buras, Trinity 

(David C. Carlton FL) 

4 

Chalmette, Covenant 

Covington: 

Jeff C. Duke 3 / 4 

1 

First-Bush 

Byron W. Putnam 

5 

Fitzgerald 

(L. Michael Palermo 14 PL) 

1 

Destrehan, St. Charles 
Franklinton: 

Timothy E. Lawson 

2 

Centenary-Fisher 

(Steven W. Bush FL) 

2 

Winan-Hayes Chapel 

Karl M. Clark 

3 

Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 

(Christan L. Thomas FL) 

2 

Gretna 

Timothy M. Smith 

6 

Harahan, St. Paul’s 

Kenner: 

Erica R. Jenkins 

1 

El Mesias 

(Maribel M. Calvo FL) 

1 

First 

H. Elizabeth Love Tu’uta 

2 

Thomas 

(Kaseem N. Short 3 / 4 PL) 

1 

Lacombe 

(Wanda L. Smith Vi RL*) 

1 

LaPlace, First 

(Regina B. Hickman) 

4 

Luling 

Wayne G. Taylor 

5 

Madisonville, North Cross 

Lamar C. Oliver 

2 

Associate 

Mandeville: 

(Kathy A. Pfleider % PL) 

2 

Newell 

(Nolan M. Robinson 14 PL) 

22 

St. Timothy-on-the-North Shore 

James W. Mitchell 

18 

Associate 

Jimmy L. Owens 

2 

Associate 

(Carol R. Richardson FL) 

11 

Associate 

(Roy J. Price, III 3 / 4 PL) 

6 

Associate 

(Robert H. Chance, Jr. 14 PL) 

15 

Pastor Emeritus 

Metairie: 

J. Lawrence Maddin % RM* 

13 

Korean 

Leo S. Lee 3 / 4 OE 

4 

Munholland 

M. Eugene Finnell 

10 

Associate 

John H. Tu’uta 

2 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

M. Janet Davis 14 FD 

2 

St. Matthew's 

New Orleans: 

Jeffery D. Conner 

4 

Algiers-Belle Chasse 

Rebecca D. Conner 

4 

Asbury-St. Matthew 

Simon Chigumira 

2 

Aurora 

James W. Barrett, Jr. 

2 

Bethany 

(Lawrence P. Gaines FL) 

1 

Associate 

(Marva Mitchell 14 RL) 

2 

Boynton 

(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 

6 

Carrollton-Metairie 

Jon M. Lord 

7 

Cornerstone 

E. Andrew Goff 

3 

Associate 

(Barbara J. C. Gibson 14 PL) 

2 
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First Grace 

Shawn M. Anglim 

6 

First Street PW-Williams Ross 

Martha M. Orphe 

4 

Haven Trinity 

(Charles E. Washington 14 PL) 

6 

LaHarpe Thompson 

(Ronald J. Southall Vi PL) 

2 

Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle, III 

14 

Mt. Zion 

Sonya R. Lars PE 

1 

Parker Memorial 

William E. Thiele, Jr. 3 / 4 OF 

6 

Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

5 

Philips Memorial-Hartzell 

Elenora M. Cushenberry 

6 

Dir. Christian Education & 
Outreach Ministry 

Dianne P. Wooden < 14 FD* 

2 

Rayne Memorial 

Carol S. Winn Crawford 

10 

Associate 

(Lisa C. Fitzpatrick 14 PL) 

2 

St. Luke’s 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

7 

St. Mark’s 

(Anita C. Dinwiddie 14 PL) 

8 

Pearl River 

(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

3 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Gary D. Willis 

3 

Associate 

Lane C. Winn 

3 

First 

Wybra J. Price II 

6 

Associate 

(Wade M. Landeche % PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Daniel Lund, III % PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Tiffany S. Lyon % PL) 

1 

Hartzell Mt. Zion 

(Ernest E. Scott) 

11 

Sun 

(Paul M. Corse, III % PL) 

4 

Tangipahoa Parish, The Well 

M. Jack O’Dell 

6 

Varnado 

(Lawrence K.Benson,Jr. 14 RL*) 

7 

Waldheim 

(Christopher S. Fryou % PL) 

8 

SHREVEPORT DISTRICT 


District Superintendent 

Donald R. Avery 

3 

Arcadia, First-Mt. Mariah 

William A. Moon III 

3 

Associate 

(Perry D. Anderson 14 PL) 

2 

Arizona-Colquitt 

(Willard W. Moore % SY*) 

6 

Athens 

(John M. Korlaske Vi PL) 

1 

Benton: 

Benton 

Daniel P. Gleason 

2 

Associate 

(Cheryl L. Nelson Va RL*) 

1 

New Light-Bonchest- 
Mansfield, Pleasant Valley 

(Oscar E. Player %) 

23 

Bienville 

(Jack Sutton Va SY*) 

11 

Bossier City: 

Asbury 

Ramonalynn W. Bethley 

1 

Associate 

Kenneth D. Norton RM* 

2 

Barksdale 

(Kendall R. Docter 3 / 4 PL) 

2 

Fellowship-North Highlands 

Michael G. Miller PE 

3 

First 

David B. Dietzel 

8 

Associate 

Ashley J. McGuire 

4 

Brushwood 

(John H. Lavo Vi RA*) 

8 

Castor 

(Stephanie A.T. Kidd % PL) 

6 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

(Bryan S. Dauphin SY*) 

9 

Coushatta, First-Coushatta, 
Wesley Chapel 

John R. Kavanaugh, Jr. PE 

2 

Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

(V. Leigh Adkins % PL) 

1 

Doyline 

(M. Allyn Stroud % SY*) 

3 

Gibsland- Gibsland, Oak Grove 

(L. Wayne Howington 14 RA*) 

3 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile A. Rousseau, Jr. % OF 

12 

Greenwood-Bethany TX, 

Bethany 

(Laura E. Nusbaum 3 /4 PL) 

2 

Haughton: 

Haughton 

(Thomas E. Dungan 14 PL) 

11 

Love Chapel 

Jean Mack Sanders 

3 

Haynesville-Old Shongaloo 

Charles L. Christensen PE 

1 

Heflin 

Paul C. Carroll, Sr. % RM* 

2 

Homer, First-Homer, 

Wesley Chapel 

Roy Bryan Moore 

5 

Ida 

(Sandra R. DeFatta 14 PL) 

2 

Keithville 

Robert G. Rowland % RM* 

4 

Lisbon 

Terry C. Willis % RM* 

8 

Logansport: 

Logansport-Bethel 

Jonathan S. King 

2 

Mt. Zion-McDonald 

(Linda B. Gatlin 14 PL) 

7 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand Cane 

Jacqueline E. C. King 

2 

Director of Service & Outreach 

Mary Jo Babcock 14 DM* 

5 

Shady Grove 

(Samuel L. Neal Vi PL)3 


Wesley 

(Anna Morris Jackson 14 PL) 

4 

Minden: 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 


First 

John A. Cannon 

6 

Associate 

(Linda K. Shepherd Va RL*) 

10 

Lakeview 

Leon A. Boggs 

4 

Pine Grove 

(Jerry G. Brannen 14 PL) 

7 

Pleasant Valley 

(James W. Kennedy 14 SY*) 

6 

Mooringsport-Oil City 

(Robbin D. Haley 3 / 4 PL) 

2 

Pilgrim Rest 

(Samuel L. Bradley 14 PL) 

20 

Plain Dealing-Walker’s Chapel 

(John J. Downs, Jr. 14 SY*) 

3 

Pleasant Hill-Pelican 

(Jerry G. Wood Vi RL) 

2 

Ringgold 

John E. Dilworth 

6 

Shiloh-Longstreet-Keatchie 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. 14 PL) 

8 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

8 

Associate 

Matthew B. Rawle 

6 

Associate 

Kathy S. Wafer PE 

11 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

5 

Associate 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson 3 /4 PL) 

5 

Ellerbe Road 

(Christmas C. Wilbur FL) 

2 

Fairfield 

(Donny R. Nedd % PL) 

2 

First 

R. Pat Day 

20 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

7 

Associate 

Derek R. Joyce 

5 

Associate 

Lisa E.L. Turnbull 

2 

Director of Fine Arts 

(Will K. Andress RL*) 

2 

Scholar in Residence 

Donald A. Webb < % RM* 

20 

Minister to Senior Adults 

Carl E. Rhoads, III 3 / 4 RM* 

5 

Grace Community 

Roger H. Templeton 

1 

Associate 

(A. Warren Clifton II FL) 

1 

Associate 

(Richard P. Varner 14 PL) 

10 


Minister of Outreach 

Steve N. London 14 PD 

1 

Lakeview 

M. Theresa McConnell 4 


Mangum Memorial 

John M. Higginbotham Jr. 

1 

Noel Memorial 

Flint E. Shea 

4 

Associate 

(Jo Ann Cooper FL) 

1 

Minister of Congregational Care 

Mary M. McDowell FD 

3 

Coordinator of 

Missions/Outreach 

Rachel L. Scott < 14 DM* 

7 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler 

6 

Associate 

Pamela G. Crews % FD 

2 

Round Grove-Keithville, 

Fairview 

(Marion S. Hills % PL) 

3 

St. James 

Cheri Lee Godwin 

4 

St. Luke's 

Terry A. Love 

6 

St. Paul 

(Bertrand Griffin II FL) 

1 

Summer Grove 

Mark A. Bray 

4 

Sibley 

(Milton K. Geltz % PL) 

8 

Springhill 

(William H. McLain FL) 

2 

Vivian 

Sharon D. Zehner 

1 

Zwolle: 

Haskin Chapel 

(KaTina Y. Lane % PL) 

4 

Zwolle, First-Bayou Scie 

(Nathaniel R. Langford FL) 

1 

* Without Pension 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 


CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURE 


Conference Staff 

Provost, Director of 

Connectional Ministries 

Donald C. Cottrill BR 

10 

Coordinator of Ordained 

Ministry 

John Edd Harper FD BR 

10 

Executive Director of 
Administrative Services/ 

T reasurer/Secretary/Statistician 

Larry G. Miller BR 

5 

Director of Volunteers in 

Mission 

Larry D. Norman BR 

15 

Director of Church 

Development & Transformation 

Robert A. Weber SH 

1 

Director of Christian Education 

Dawn B. Young 14 FD SH 

6 

Center for Pastoral Excellence 
Director of Academies 

C. Frances J. Hooton!4 MN 

1 

Mentor Emeritus 

John M. Winn, Jr., RM*NO 

23 

Director of Center for Pastoral Excellence 



W. Craig Gilliam SH 

10 

Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and 

Other Educational Institutions 
Associate Professor, 

Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 

Ann M. Trousdale FD BR 

8 

Assoc. Prof. Of History Of 
Christianity & UM Studies, 

Phillips Theological Seminary, 
Tulsa, OK 

Ellen J. Blue NO 

11 

President & Prof. Of Ethics & 
Leadership, Miff 

David G. Trickett NO 

7 

Chaplain/Director of UM Church 
Relations, Centenary 

Betsy B. Eaves PE SH 

9 

Perkins School of Theology, 
Assoc. Dir. of Internship 

Barry E. Hughes SH 

6 

Dir. of Prof. Discernment, 
Centenary College 

Valerie Olson Robideaux FDSH 

5 

Professor, Bossier Parish 

Comm. College 

Dawn B. Young FD SH 

8 

Campus Ministers 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of 
Louisiana at Lafayette 

AC 


Wesley Campus Ministry, NSU. 

AL 


Wesley Foundation, 

Southern Univ. 

(Willie Laws) BR 

7 

Wesley Foundation, 

Louisiana State Univ. 

Andrew D. Sutton PE BR 

2 

Wesley Foundation, 

Southeastern La Univ. 

(Emile E. Tosso, III Vi PL)BR 

8 

Wesley Foundation, 

McNeese State Univ. 

Angela C. Bulhof LC 

10 

Wesley Foundation, 

Grambling State Univ. 

Connie Breaux Va FD MN 

10 

Wesley Foundation, 

Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe 

T. Alan Johnson PE MN 

6 

Wesley Foundation, 

Louisiana Tech Univ. 

Scott E. Wright MN 

15 

Wesley Foundation, 

Tulane University 

Maximilian O. Zehner NO 

10 

APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL 


CONFERENCES 

The Methodist Church of Ireland 

Shannon C. DeLaureal BR 

4 

Baltimore-Maryland 

Lysbeth B. Cockrell !4 MN 

3 

Mississippi 

Jackie Holmes, Jr. MN 

1 


SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO 
EXTENSION MINISTRIES 


Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 
U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 



Joseph E. Hamilton 

AC 

5 

U.S. Navy 

U.S. Air Force Reserve, 

M. Quinn O’Bannon 

BR 

8 

Command Chaplain 

Chaplain, War Veteran’s 

William H. Willis, Sr. 

BR 

8 

Home, Bossier City, LA 

Todd W. Mallory 

SH 

2 
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and Beyond 

C. David Billings, Jr. 

NO 

6 

Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain 




Ministries 



W. Jefferson Hospital 

Barbara S. Duke 

NO 

7 

Paracletia, Inc. 

Cathy J. Arends FD BR 

9 

Director, CPE Program, Valley 




Chaplain & Bereavement Counselor, Cornerstone Hospice and 


Baptist Medical Center 

Cindy M. Graber 

NO 

2 

Lakeland Reg. Med. Ctr., 



Director, Belief-Focused Care 




Lakeland, Florida 

Deborah L. Drash BR 

6 

& Healing, Springfield, IL 

Roy B. Nash RM 

NO 

13 

Baton Rouge General Medical Center 


Wesley Comm. Center, 





Janet D. Hogstrom 14 FD BR 

2 

Atlanta, GBGM 

William C. Taylor 

NO 

30 

Chaplain of Oncology and Palliative Care Services, 


Chaplain, Hospice Compassus 

Karen F. Williams 

NO 

2 

East Jefferson 



Seeds of Light 

Patricia Teel Bates < !4 RD SH 

4 

General Hospital, Metairie, LA 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin FD BR 

4 

Executive VP, Greater Shreveport Chamber 



La Attorney Disciplinary Board 

Bernadine Johnson FD BR 

14 


Linda K. Broderick PD SH 

1 

Chaplain, Dixon Correctional 



Director, Them Bones Ministry 

David F. Fortuna % 

SH 

4 

Facility 

James W. Jones RM BR 

12 





SLU Sims Memorial Library 

Staff Chaplain, UAB Hosp., 

Herbert W. McGuin, III FD BR 

4 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO OTHER 

Birmingham, AL 

Virginia D. Millet BR 

18 

VALID MINISTRIES 



Capital Area Alliance for the 







Homeless, Exec. Dir. 

Randall K. Nichols BR 

9 

Appointed to Attend School 




McMains Children’s 







Developmental Center 

Christine A. Roberts !4 FD BR 

2 

Incapacity Leave 




Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, 



Barry D. Dennis OF 

AL 


5 

Lake Charles 

David R. DeWitt LC 

20 

Sidney E. Irving 

AL 


32 

Chaplain, Harris County 



(Thomas C. Beeler FL) 

BR 


6 

Psych. Center, Houston, TX 

A. Swindell Hodges, Jr. LC 

14 

K. Dale Hensarling 

BR 


4 

Chaplain, Houston Hospice, 



Lorris M. Wimberly 

BR 


4 

Houston, TX 

Daniel H. Miller LC 

15 

Douglas E. Milliron 

LC 


2 

Exec. Director, LifeHouse 



Lance E. Brown PM 

NO 


15 

Ministries, Ruston, LA 

Cathy Brewton PD MN 

2 

David J. Sheehan 

SH 


2 

Chaplain, Dir. Of Spiritual Life 







and Pastoral Care Methodist 



Personal Leave of Absence 




Children’s Home 

Edith L. DeVilbiss PE MN 

2 

Katherine G. Howell 

AL 


4 

Chaplain, Legacy Meridian 



Tamlyn J. Aubushon 

FD BR 


3 

Park Medical Center 

Jose' Garcia MN 

4 

Lylln G. Brinkman 

DM BR 


2 

Conference Director of Disaster 



John G. Deschner 

BR 


1 

Preparedness and Response 

Darryl A. Tate % MN 

7 

Michael L. Hammett 

BR 


3 

Manager, Facility Information Commons and Affliliate 


William N. Sheffield, III 

MN 


2 

Instructor, School of Practical 



Gregory G. Mann 

NO 


9 

Theology 

S. Brian Yeich MN 

1 

Erin J. Oliver 

NO 


2 

Hospice Chaplain, 



Cory Sparks 

NO 


4 

St. Catherine’sHospice,LaPlace 

Alfred C. Bakewell, III NO 

4 

Bryan S. Dauphin 

SH 


11 

Core Trainer, The People’s Institute of Survival 


Steven R. Kelly 

SH 


5 


Beverly H. Connelly SH 2 

Transitional Leave of Absence 


Deaconesses 

Executive Director, UMCOR 

Sager-Brown KathlyneKraiza AC 

Director of Outreach 

Ministries, UMCOR Sager-Brown Elna Jo Sheetz AC 

Outreach Ministries, Southern University 

Elsie Cyrus BR 

Community Ministries, Baton Rouge Hallique L. Dawson BR 

Outreach Ministries, South Coast Community Outreach 

Virginia Baker NO 

Home Missioner 

Director of Volunteer Services, 

UMCOR Sager-Brown William Dudleson AC 

Transferred In 


Transferred Out 
Germaine Tropez Mathis 
Donald L. Meeks 
Amy K. Mercer 
Harrell E. Stephens 


Southwest Texas 
Illinois Great River 
New Mexico 
Northwest Texas 


August 1, 2011 
July 1, 2012 
July 1, 2012 
July 1, 2012 


The LeJeune Grant for 2012 was 
awarded by the Baton Rouge 
District Ministry Team to Andrew 
Chapel UMC. 

The $5,000 grant will be used for 
youth outreach and recreation. 


Job Opportunities 

First UMC, Lake Charles 

First United Methodist Church in Lake 
Charles (www.fumclc.org) is seeking a 
person to fill the position of Worship 
Leader/Dir. Of Contemporary Worship. 
Full-time or part-time is dependent on 
candidate. The candidate is responsi¬ 
ble for all aspects of Contemporary 
Worship, leading worship services, as 
well as managing the worship team 
who are both volunteer and paid 
musicians/vocalists with varying 
degrees of musical training. An instru¬ 
mentalist-leader is preferred. Salary is 
competitive and negotiable with expe¬ 
rience. Candidates should send letter 
of interest, resume, 3-5 references, 
and if possible, a sample of musical 
ability/leading experience to Michelle 
Jordan at michelle.jordan@fumclc.org. 


University UMC, Baton Rouge 

The William B. Reily Memorial 
University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana seeks to hire a 
full-time Minister/Director of Childrens 
Ministry to strengthen and expand our 
Christian Education and Spiritual 
Formation with children, youth and 
adults. Ability to work in a highly col¬ 
laborative and collegial environment, 
and with experience recruiting and 
resourcing volunteers, especially in the 
area of children’s ministries, will be 
helpful. While a Master’s degree is 
preferable, candidates with a 
Bachelor’s degree and substantial 
experience will be considered. To 
apply, please email resume with cover 
letter to Kyle Wooldridge at kyle@uni- 
versitymethodist.org 



Find out how! Call or go to our website today. 

( 225 ) 546-1555 
www.umf.org 























For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2012 La. Annual 
Conference in 
Shreveport, visit the 
Louisiana Conference 
website at 

www.la-umc.org 


Save the Date! 

Leading Beyond the Walls, 
Continuing the Conversation 
Oct. 26-27, 2012 
Alexander Fulton Hotel 
Alexandria, La. 
Facilitated by Church of the 
Resurrection personnel 
For more information, con¬ 
tact Office of the Provost at 
225-346-1646 
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Churches raise more than $111,000 for ministry 


More than $46,000 was raised for 
repairs to a Russian church through a spe¬ 
cial collection during the Memorial Service 
held June 4 at the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Shreveport. 

First United Methodist Church in 
Ekaterinburg, Russia will use the funds to 
pay for badly needed repairs to their sanc¬ 


tuary. The church has a long standing rela¬ 
tionship with the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

In addition, $7,883 was raised to help 
sponsor trips to the Holy Land for our con¬ 
ference ordinaneds. New ordinands travel 
with the bishop to the Holy Land on alter¬ 
nating years. 


On Wednesday of annual conference, 
delegates also celebrated the success of the 
Louisiana Skeeter Run: Change the World 
held April 21. More than $57,000 was 
raised through the event which included 
runs in eight cities statewide. The funds are 
dedicated to Imagine No Malaria, a global 
initiative of The United Methodist Church. 



For the Twelfth Time 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson delivers his final Episcopal Address 
to conference members during the 2012 Louisiana United 
Methodist Annual Conference held June 3-6 in the Gold Dome on 
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport. On page five of this 
edition of the Louisiana Now!, find the bishop’s Ordination Sermon 
delivered during conference and entitled ‘Let Him Go!’ 


Episcopal Address of 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Monday, June 4, 2012 
Louisiana Annual Conference 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

I have two major news programs I like to hear or watch. 
One is the news on National Public Radio that usually 
comes on the hour and on the half-hour. The other is my 
favorite television news program, “Sunday Morning” with 
Charles Osgood. I must be quick to say that I miss “Sunday 
Morning” fairly often because it comes on at 8:00 AM and 
that’s usually when I’m leaving the house for a church serv¬ 
ice. But, when I can, I watch it. 

Both of these communication media have “feature pre¬ 
sentations” that consume most of the time, but they each 
begin with a bit of the current news before the feature. I like 
that. 

I’m like the young woman on television who pushes a 
chair onto the screen and flops down in it and says to the 
young man sitting across from her something like, “This is 
my chair. I designed it myself, using my brain. It matches 
me. Do you get it?” He responds by looking both ways and 
then opens his old dilapidated looking sport coat, revealing 
that it is lined in the exact same garish plaid as the shirt he is 
wearing and he says something like, “I totally understand.” 
She looks taken aback and says “Wow! I like that! I like it 
a lot!” 

I like these news formats a lot! So today I have three fea¬ 
ture stories for you. The first “Feature” is “General 
Conference and Our Response.” Second feature is the 
“Strategic Vitality Task Force/CF&A” report and proposal. 
And the third “Feature” is “A Final Word from the Bishop to 
the Church in Louisiana.” But first, the News! 

I. It’s been another wonderful year in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference. Here are some statistics of which you 
should be very proud: 

1. Average Worship Attendance (one of the key 
metrics by which to assess the vitality of the church) was UP 
in 2011 over 2010. 

2. The number of persons being baptized 
increased in 2011 over 2010. 

3. The number of persons reported to be in 
Mission was some 9,390, an increase of 814 over the previ¬ 
ous year! 

Here are a couple of statistics about which there is some 
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concern: 

1. The total number of Professing 
Members declined a little. From 120,882 
in 2010 to 119,933 in 2011. A loss of 949. 
But here’s one thing to consider. There 
were 1,503 persons removed by Charge 
Conference action alone! Without the nec¬ 
essary cleaning of our rolls, we would have 
shown a growth in membership! 

2. The number of persons received on 
Profession of Faith declined by 84. 

3. The number of those enrolled in a 
Confirmation Class was down by 109. 

4. And when it came to expenditures, 
the Grand Total paid out in 2011 was 
“$115,539,119, which is great, but it was 
$4,529,067 less than in 2010. 

II. When I spoke to you last year, one of 
the leading issues regarding the work of the 
churches throughout the Conference was 
the self-identification of churches as to 
whether they saw themselves as 1.) On the 
Move, 2.)Faithful and Strong, 3.) 
Rekindling the Vision, or 4.) Passing the 
Mantle. You will recall that I announced 
that we had some 105 churches that had 
not done this requested work and you audi¬ 
bly gasped! I also said we would not be 
spending time, effort, or resources on these, 
but that our energy as Bishop and Cabinet 
would be with those who wanted to 
become part of the “Community of the 
Willing.” 

Most of those 105 churches had located 
their District Superintendent before the 
Conference was over and had made plans 
to get their hats in the ring of the 
“Community of the Willing! Praise God 
for that keen awareness! 

We’ve had some very moving, helpful 
and encouraging gatherings of these 
Affinity Groups over this past year. We 
have one more seminar to go which will 
happen in the fall of 2012, and that will be 
for small to mid-size churches who identi¬ 
fied themselves as “On the Move”. 

Additional language you will begin to 
hear around our church types and what it 
means to be a vital congregation will be 
“Intimacy with Christ,” or similar language 
that will help move us into a deeper ques¬ 
tion of how we relate to Jesus, what place 
Jesus has in our personal lives and in our 
collective life as the Church! 

III. In March of 2012 we had one of the 
most successful Laity Retreats we have had 
since I became Bishop. Dr. Gil Rendle 
came and led this two day retreat with 
some 200 lay leaders who had the joy of 
hearing Dr. Rendle talk about what it 
means to be on a wilderness journey in the 
church today and what we must begin to 
do to make sense of where we are and how 
do we move forward. This will help 
immensely in helping us be better informed 
about the direction of this Annual 
Conference and why we are doing what we 
are doing in order to increase the number 
of vital congregations. 

IV. Speaking of Dr. Rendle, I want to 
thank the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana for both sponsoring the Laity 
Retreat and their continued generous sup¬ 
port of the conversations between the 
Extended Cabinet and Dr. Rendle. This 
has allowed us to go deeper into the 
wilderness journey conversations that will, 
prayerfully, lead us to be a more vital and 


effective Church for the 21st century. I’ll 
say more about the importance of this 
when we come to the “Feature” story on 
General Conference.” 

V. This was a year for Boundaries 
Training for clergy and lay members of 
church staffs from every United Methodist 
Church in our Conference. The intent of 
this training is to help us prevent some of 
the unfortunate and heart-breaking trans¬ 
gressions of boundaries that lead to great 
hurt, disappointment, and disillusionment 
in the Church of Jesus Christ. Every cler¬ 
gy person will be required to participate in 
this training at least once a quadrennium 
for the duration of their active ministry. 

VI. This has been a year in which many 
clergy and lay leaders have died. We will 
memorialize the clergy and their spouses 
tonight. I want to mention four leading 
laity who distinguished themselves among 
us as exceptional leaders and who have 
gone on to Glory. 

Mrs .Nancy 
Carruth - Ms. 

Higher Education, 

Ms. Africa 
University, Ms. 

Centenary College 
and many other 
leadership roles; 

Mr. Tim Hebert - 
our former 
Conference web¬ 
master and 
Historian and who 
was to be a 
Jurisdictional 
Conference delegate this year; Mr. Bill 
Henning - philanthropist and community 
leader whose commitment to the ministry 
of the Church led him and his sons to give 
the monetary gift that made possible the 
construction and opening of the new 
Methodist Children’s Home of South West 
Louisiana in Sulphur; Mr. Ben Mount - 
Conference Chancellor. There are multiple 
others who I invite you to call their names 
aloud now and we will follow that with a 
moment of silence in their honor. 

VII. We experienced another wonderful 
Holy Land pilgrimage for our Ordinands 
and for other interested pilgrims from the 
Annual Conference. In January some 110 
of us flew to Israel and had a beautiful 
journey together in the places where Jesus 
walked, taught, lived, and gave himself for 
us. This is a ministry so very dear to my 
heart and one I pray will be continued into 
all the years to come as new Ordinands are 
brought into Full Connection with the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. It will pro¬ 
vide spiritually deepened leaders for our 
churches as we allow God’s Holy Spirit to 
make us a renewed movement again. 

VIII. This was a year in which two new 
leadership training opportunities were 
begun, again with generous support from 
the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana. One program begun was 
L.E.A.R - Leadership Excellence 
Advancement Program - for clergy who 
have already served 5 years as an ordained 
clergyperson, and who have at least 15 
more years to serve. 

Four additional clergy have been partic¬ 
ipating in a similar program for persons 
with less ordained experience through the 
gracious offer of the Texas Annual 
Conference to bring them into their already 


existing program. 

And in this same field of leadership 
development is our “Awakening” event for 
those 16-20 years of age who are explor¬ 
ing the possibility of ordained ministry as 
their life work, and the continuation of The 
Discemer’s Academy for those 20 years of 
age and older who are likewise exploring 
ordained ministry as their life work. Not 
all who come to these events discern that 
they should go into the ordained track. 
Some decide they will explore the Local 
Pastor route; others look at the Certified 
Lay Minister; still others consider a 
Deaconess or Home Missioner; and still 
others determine they will pursue another 
vocation, but make their life commitment 
to be the most effective lay leader they can 
be. 

I mention these two leadership venues, 
and add The Academies for Spiritual 
Formation to thank Dr. Carole Cotton 

Winn for her years of 
service as the Director 
of Spiritual Formation. 
We pray for her blessed 
rest, relaxation, and con¬ 
tinued growth in the 
things of Christ in her 
upcoming retirement. 

IX. The Annual 
Conference voted last 
year to make New 
Church Development 
the number one priority 
of the Annual 
Conference. It is a 
dynamic priority and 
one that has the potential to quicken the 
spirit and hasten the growth of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. I thank 
Rev. Steve Stephens for his years of serv¬ 
ice in this field. The three new churches 
that were started under his watch - The 
Well, New Song, and Faith Crossing - are 
now all officially chartered and are fully 
United Methodist Churches! He is not 
here to receive my thanks because he will 
be attending the Northwest Texas Annual 
Conference where he has taken an appoint¬ 
ment in Amarillo. 

Our new Director of New Church 
Ministries is Dr. Rob Weber. He will be 
working from Shreveport for the foresee¬ 


able future, but his vision is broad and cre¬ 
ative and he will give great leadership to 
the Conference. 

X. The last bit of news I want to share 
is that in May we officially closed the 
Louisiana Disaster Recovery Ministry! 
After seven years of intense work, and 
112,626 clients served, 127,970 volunteers 
hosted from every Conference in the 
United States, from every state in the 
United States, and from 36 other countries, 
and a total value of in-kind donation of 
labor performed amounting to 
$105,222,382, we have packed up our 
office and moved on! A word of apprecia¬ 
tion and deep thanks to all who made this 
work possible. It literally consumed all of 
our attention, energy, and resources for 
several years. But we did it well, and you 
have now become the model people of 
resiliency from natural disaster. We owe a 
great word of thanks to one who literally 
was plucked out of the Katrina storm and 
put to work leading this recovery and who 
has led us faithfully and effectively for the 
past seven years, Rev. Darryl Tate! He 
goes now to accept a new appointment in 
Rayville and will remain very part time as 
our Director of Disaster Preparedness. 
Thank you Darryl and all the legions you 
led in this critical period of our 
Conference’s history. 

And now on to our feature stories: 

General Conference and the Future 

To get us in the mood for this Feature, 
and since we have already sung “And Are 
We Yet Alive”, which is most appropriate 
to this segment, let’s stand and sing togeth¬ 
er, “Forward Through the Ages.” 

What does one say about General 
Conference, 2012? I have been going to 
General Conference since 1984 and this 
was the strangest display of ineptness I 
have ever witnessed. To say the General 
Conference displayed symptoms of a body 
beginning to writhe in the throes of death 
may not be an overstatement. From the 
opening plenary to the closing bomb shell 
of the Judicial Council ruling that all of the 
work toward a new day was “unconstitu¬ 
tional” and “unsalvageable”, there were 
painful displays of brokenness, paralysis, 
lack of spiritual discernment, and hopeless¬ 
ness. One clear message that was unques- 
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tionably sent was, “The General 
Conference as we have always known it is 
broken.” 

I assure you I am the first to admit and 
“get” this painful fact. The bishops of the 
South Central Jurisdiction “get it” as well. 
In our debriefing session in Houston on 
May 25th, that was confirmed to a person. 
With anger, disbelief, and frequent tears we 
spoke of the waste, both monetary and of 
people’s time of this endeavor; the deep 
division that has been driven by personal 
agendas that have taken the place of the 
good of the whole; the loss of confidence 
in that which we have all held dear; and, 
one of the most painful, the deep hurt and 
broken relationships that lay shattered on 
the floor of the Tampa Convention Center 
that final night. 

But, enough said of the pain-filled dis¬ 
appointment of General Conference 2012. 
The key question now is “What do we do 
going forward?” The answer is that we are 
going to face the brutal facts with hope! 
Because, there is great hope! 

The fact that there was no restructure to 
the General Church that will make us more 
efficient, better able to respond quickly to 
our rapidly changing world, and reduce our 
costs by reducing our behemoth and anti¬ 
quated bureaucracy, makes the work we are 
doing in our Annual Conference and in our 
South Central Jurisdiction all the more 
important! Our focus on excellence in 
ministry and fruitfulness of work, account¬ 
ability for who we are and what we do, and 
our emphasis on vital congregations that 
are able to step outside of themselves and 
reach out to and help transform a hurting 
and dying world, becomes all the more 
important. 

What we began a few years back with 
looking to the future and establishing our 
four proto-type churches and beginning to 
probe our mission fields is crucial ground¬ 
work for us. Our next steps will be to fur¬ 
ther imbed our accountability measures, 
and then to move to the deeper spiritual 
questions around our closeness to, or inti¬ 
macy with Christ. After all, everything we 
do is about him and him alone - or at least 
it should be! This Jurisdiction has become 
a leader in pushing the Church forward to a 
new day and you can expect more of that 
in the future. 

If I were remaining as Bishop for anoth¬ 
er quadrennium I assure you I would be 
keeping us focused on vital congregations. 
And I feel relatively assured that any new 
episcopal leader you receive will do the 
same. At least she/he will be surrounded 
by committed sisters and brothers in our 
Louisiana Cabinet and in the College of 
Bishops who will be leading their 
Conferences in that direction. In addition, 
you will begin to see some new 
Jurisdictional emphases set forth that will 
say, “We are committed to and focused on 
tomorrow and we are moving forward. 
We’re not waiting for the rest of the 
Church to catch up!” 

I’m more convinced now than ever 
before that change in the church is going to 
happen through Conferences like ours that 
will try bold new things and then share that 
with other Conferences as we learn from 
each other. Change is going to happen 
only as local congregations “get the pic¬ 
ture” and join with one another through 
their Annual Conference ties and make 


things happen. We can no longer rely on 
the General Conference for help to get us 
there. If it is going to happen it will be one 
Conference at a time, one district at a time, 
one church at a time, and one soul at a 
time! 

All of this must be directed by a gen¬ 
uine renewal in our hearts and lives as we 
become more grounded in scripture - or, 
let’s say it! - the Bible! It will not come 
through some program developed by the 
General Church. We must deepen our faith 
in and personal walk with Jesus Christ and 
we must renew the prevalence of the teach¬ 
ing about and experience of the convicting 
and empowering work of the Holy Spirit! 

We know the language don’t we! 
Prevenient Grace, Justifying Grace, and 
Sanctifying Grace. Now we must live it! 
And we must let grace, God’s grace, 
change us! 

Oh yes, there is great hope for tomor¬ 
row. It is just refocused hope as far as our 
relationship to the General Conference is 
concerned. It’s our choice, and our choice 
is LIFE! 

The Second Feature Story is : 

The Strategic Vitality Task Force / 
CFA Report 

(Here the house 
band played and 
sang “Money, 

Money, Money) 

In my Episcopal 
Address at the 2011 
Annual Conference 
I spoke to you 
about the crucial 
meeting held in 
Fort Worth, Texas 
in March of 2011 
concerning the 
financial state of 
The United 
Methodist Church 
and projections for the future. You will 
recall that six persons selected for their 
financial expertise and the bishop attended 
this meeting. As a result of that which we 
learned, I came to you at the 2011 Annual 
Conference and announced my decision to 
“gather a team consisting of eleven persons 
plus the bishop” who would make up what 
has become the “Strategic Vitality Task 
Force.” Their purpose was to “give advice 
to our structures as to whether the propos¬ 
als in front of us are financially sustainable 
or not, (in other words, can our finances 
sustain the program and ministries we have 
set out for ourselves as a Conference), or 
are they even strategically wise from a 
church vitality standpoint.” I was careful 
also to say, and I quote, that the team gath¬ 
ered “has no authority to make decisions.” 
They were strictly to be an advisory team 
who were to “review and strategize with 
our structured committees as to how the 
ministries we have deemed important can 
be initiated, sustained and supported fully.” 

As a follow up to that statement of 
intent, on Wednesday afternoon, June 8, 

2011 a motion was made by Dr. 
Ramonalynn Bethley to “allow Bishop 
Hutchinson to assign a new strategic vitali¬ 
ty task force to work with CFA and report 
back to the Conference with definitive pro¬ 
posals on how to realign Conference 
resources to accomplish our mission.” The 
motion passed. (Conference Journal, 41st 
Session of the Louisiana Annual 


Conference, June 5-8 2011, pp. 90-91) 

That Task Force was formed, has 
worked tirelessly and with great focus, and 
in January, 2012 presented their advisory 
report to the Conference Council on 
Finance and Administration for their 
review and critique. After working togeth¬ 
er and reviewing all the issues, these two 
bodies have combined their thoughts and 
recommendations which has resulted in the 
report with “definitive proposals on how to 
realign Conference resources to accomplish 
our mission”. The proposed budget that 
will make that possible you will find in the 
2011 Pre-Conference Report on pages 28 - 
45. 

What you have before you in this report 
contains recommendations that will require 
some serious conversation. Many histori¬ 
cal and “close to the heart” ministries are 
affected by the budget proposals. We will 
have time set aside in our agenda for holy 
conversation about all these ministries. We 
will need to enter the discussions prayerful¬ 
ly, realistically, and hopefully. What is pro¬ 
posed is not about elimination of any min¬ 
istry, but rather is about how we can best 
sustain those ministries and missions that 
bespeak our faith and that make a differ¬ 
ence in how we as a 
body of believers in 
Jesus Christ interface 
with and transform our 
world. 

I have my personal 
opinions about what I 
believe should be 
done. I have 
expressed those freely 
and with all the con¬ 
viction I have in the 
Task Force meetings. 
Some of my opinions 
and thoughts are 
strongly reflected in the report. Others of 
my opinions were finally subjected to the 
broader wisdom of the two groups. It is 
not my place to try and tell you as the 
Annual Conference gathered in business 
session what you should or should not do. 

It is now your time to engage the report 
frilly. It is important to remember that 
much of our common life together requires 
compromise and even surrender of some 
closely held opinions for the good and 
advancement of the whole. Prayerfully, 
you will each know when that moment 
applies to you and your thoughts. 

I fully agree with the four principles that 
guided the Strategic Vitality Task Force in 
their work and that they saw as their 
assigned task: 

• Realization of the declining member¬ 
ship and loss of financial support of our 
churches. 

• Study of the funding of the Annual 
Conference 

• Find alternate methods of achieving 
Conference goals 

• Reduce apportionments to the local 
church in order to allow more funds to be 
used in the congregations in the overall 
goal of Making Disciples for Jesus Christ. 

The basic philosophy of moving the 
Conference Office from being a Service 
Provider to being a Mission Strategy 
Model is a good philosophy. The only 
way we will ever know if that model 
will work, or even be better than what 
we have and have known for many 


years, will be to try it. 

Our focus, and the main driver of this 
report, must be on developing and enabling 
vital congregations. Anything that will 
move us further along that continuum from 
ineffective to vital is where we need to 
move. 

Change is both a feared and necessary 
aspect in the life of the Church. Today’s 
economy, philosophy of outreach, and dis¬ 
cernment of where our outreach is most 
needed and most fruitful for the up build¬ 
ing of God’s Kingdom drive us toward this 
change. Our General Conference was most 
impotent when it came to change. In fact, 
the fear of change led it to be totally unable 
to face the needs for today and caused us to 
leave Tampa without the needed alterations 
to our life together that would make us bet¬ 
ter able to be the Church for the 21st centu¬ 
ry. It is my deep prayer that you will be 
able as a body together here to wrestle with 
the need for change in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference and come to a mutual 
decision of the best way forward from here 
that will enable you to be a vital force for 
Christ far into the future. 

This ecclesiastical conversation is not 
about winners and losers. It’s not about 
one agenda versus another. It is about how 
we are going to be the Church in Louisiana 
and in the world and how do we best live 
that out. While in some cases there are 
personalities that are involved, you cannot 
let the discussion be driven by personality, 
either positive or negative. It must be driv¬ 
en by ministry. In other cases there are 
what I call “heart ties” to certain ministries. 
But you can’t let yourself be governed 
solely by the wonderful memories and love 
you have for a certain institution or out¬ 
reach. Instead you must make yourself ask 
the question “Is it time to do something dif¬ 
ferent and/or differently?” And, in all 
cases, you must keep in the forefront of 
your mind the bottom line question, “Is the 
way we currently are doing this ministry 
financially sustainable into the future?” 

I know you have labored hard, prayed 
hard, and discerned hard ever since you 
received this somewhat unsettling, and yet 
forward looking report and recommenda¬ 
tion. I trust that those hard activities will 
enable you to converse with one another 
with passion and with compassion, with 
conviction and with understanding, with 
love and with grace. And when we have 
concluded our conversation and have voted 
the next step for the Annual Conference, I 
pray we can leave this session with our 
respect for one another intact, our commit¬ 
ment to our life together intact, and our 
love for our Church and her future intact. 

Once again, change is hard. But change 
is one of the few constants of life and must 
be done. How we do that, how soon we do 
that, and how cooperatively and lovingly 
we do that is your decision to make. I look 
forward to helping you have this much- 
needed conversation and then to watching 
the Louisiana Annual Conference rise up to 
meet the future as the strong, faithful 
Conference you have proven yourselves to 
be. 

That then leads me to the final Feature 
Story: 

A Final Word to the Louisiana Annual 

See Address, page 7 



Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of the 
Church of the Resurrection, addresses 
the Annual Conference. 





4 


Louisiana 


Conference MiJWl 


JUNE 22,2012 



Scenes from the 2012 
Louisiana Annual Conference 




Delegates pray, top, during the opening worship for the 2012 Louisiana United 
Methodist Annual Conference on Sunday evening. Henry Stamper, middle, presents on 
behalf of the Council on Finance and Administration. Rev. Carole Cotton Winn shares 
memories of her ordination during the COSROW celebration of its 40th anniversary. 
Rev. Karli Pidgeon looks on. 



Local Pastors receiving their first appointment were recognized during the 2012 La. 
Annual Conference. They are, left to right, Revs. Bertrand Griffin II, Daniel Lund, Tiffany 
Lyon, Laura Nusbaum, Michael Palermo and Richard Turnley. 



Local Ministers appointed past year ad-interim are, seated, Revs. Vera Alexander, 
Kathy Pfleider and Renee Deaton. Standing, Michael Clark, Lisa Fitzpatrick, Sharon 
Harris, Michael Korlaske and Jerry Wood. 




Recognized as a Certified Lay Minister is 
Phyllis Estella Jefferson. 


Completing the Five Year Course of 
Study is Roy Jackson Price. 



Those completing the 2012 Louisiana Conference License to Preach School are left to 
right and seated, Kathy Pfleider, Tiffanie Lyon, Sharon Harris and standing, Chris 
Winterman, John Korlaske, Nancy Owens, Walter Pousson, Michael Palermo and 
Richard Tumley. 
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Bishop Hutchinson delivers 
Ordination Sermon, 4 Let Him Go’ 


Louisiana Annual Conference 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
June 5, 2012 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
Ezekiel 37: 1-10 
John 11: 38-44 

Picture this: In the Cabinet Room in 
the Conference Office in Baton Rouge, the 
Cabinet is ready for the morning devotion¬ 
al. Rev. Jerry Hilbun, then District 
Superintendent of the Lake Charles District 
is prepared to lead the devotional. 

However, something happens and we are 
unable to start at the appropriate time. So, 
we enter into a discussion about something 
else and we are delayed in getting to the 
devotional. Jerry seems antsy about this 
delay. Finally we get to Jerry and he does 
a superb job of introducing the scripture 
about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

When the devotional is coming to an 
end, Jerry shouts in a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come forth!” The door to the cabinet room 
opens and in shuffles this figure wrapped 
in toilet paper from head to toe! And then 
Jerry says, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
We all begin to tear the toilet paper away 
from the figure and who should appear, but 
John Edd “Hyper” Harper! (The Harper! 
The Harper! The Harper!) has been stand¬ 
ing out in the hallway all this time waiting 
for Jerry to call him in. You’ve never seen 
a more relieved resurrected corpse in your 
life! What a visual! 

Jesus had many friends and followers. 
Three of the most well-known friends were 
two sisters, Mary and Martha, and their 
brother, Lazarus. Lazarus was ill and the 
sisters sent word to Jesus about this, appar¬ 
ently believing that Jesus would drop what 
he was doing and return to their town of 
Bethany, even though it held immediate 
danger for Jesus because of his bad rela¬ 
tionship with Jewish leaders. 

Jesus received the message and some¬ 
what dismissed it saying, “This sickness 
isn’t fatal. It will become an occasion to 
show God’s glory by glorifying God’s 
son.” So he stayed where he was for two 
more days. Then he said to his disciples, 
“O.K., let’s get back to Judea.” His fol¬ 
lowers reminded him that they had just left 
Judea recently because the Jews were out 
to kill him! 

Jesus dismissed their concern with a 
theological statement about walking in the 
light as opposed to walking in the dark¬ 
ness. And then he said, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep. I’m going to 
wake him up.” They didn’t understand his 
meaning and replied with something like, 
“Well, if he has just fallen asleep, he’ll 
wake up and feel fine.” So Jesus had to 
get more explicit, almost sarcastically so, 
“Lazarus is dead!” And I am glad for your 
sakes that I wasn’t there. You’re about to 
be given new grounds for believing. Now, 
let’s go to him.” 

That’s when Thomas, the one we so 
quickly remember as “Doubting Thomas” 
said to the others, “Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” Sounds pretty commit¬ 


ted to me! Not much doubt in that state¬ 
ment! 

By the time they arrived, Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. Now 
that number of days is important. My 
reading has helped me know that according 
to Jewish custom, the soul of a body hangs 
around some three days. By the fourth day 
the body is decomposing and the soul has 
completely left. There’s nothing that can 
be done for such a corpse. 

Then that famous funeral conversation 
between Jesus and Martha ensued regard¬ 
ing death and resurrection. “I am the res¬ 
urrection and the life. He who believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” Martha 
affirmed that she did so believe. 

Mary then joined her sister and they 
both began crying and lamenting the fact 
the Jesus hadn’t come when they called 
him. All their Jewish friends who were 
visiting them were weeping and sobbing. 
And Jesus became very angry. In fact, the 
correct translation is more like, “Jesus 
shuddered.” Samuel Wells, former Dean 
of Duke Chapel said it was a “whole body 
experience.” He cringed mightily! 

And he wept! I always wondered how 
my father could take this short biblical 
verse and turn it into such an emphatic 
statement when he was angry! Many is the 
time I heard him say when he was so angry 
he dared not say much for fear of being out 
of control, “Jesus wept!” In fact, I thought 
my Daddy was being sacrilegious. And 
maybe he was! After all, this was an attes¬ 
tation to Jesus’ profound sorrow surround¬ 
ing Lazarus’ death. Right? No! My father 
was right. It was a profound angry reac¬ 
tion to their unbelief! Anger, mixed with 
profound sadness and total pity for this 
unbelieving crowd of people led him to 
angrily say, “Where did you put him?” 

They came to the tomb, a simple cave 
with a stone rolled over the opening. Take 
away the stone.” Martha said, in King 
James English, “Lord, by this time he stin- 
keth!” 

Jesus again affirmed that Martha would 
now see the glory of God. They took away 
the stone. Jesus prayed. Then he called, 
“Lazarus, come out.” And here he came, 
his hands and feet bound with bandages, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth! No 
“Hyper Harper” here, wrapped in toilet 
paper, but the real thing! And Jesus said, 
“Unbind him, and let him go!” 

God restores life! That’s God’s work! 
We - you and I - are to set the living free! 
“Let him go!” Let the church go! Let the 
people go! Don’t hold them hostage of 
your own making any longer! 

The institutional church at its highest 
level has multiple issues. But the essence 
of the church - the work of the church - is 
not at those general institutional levels, it is 
at the local level. What happens in 
Shreveport, in Baton Rouge, In New 
Orleans, in Dequincy, in Greensburg, in St. 
Joseph, in Maringouin, etc. is more impor¬ 
tant than what happens in Nashville, 

See Sermon, page 6 



Ten persons were ordained as elders in full connection during the Ordination and 
Commissioning Service held the evening of June 5. They are, left to right, seated, 

Revs. Chen Godwin, Ashley McGuire, Susie Thomas, LaSheena Simmons, and Sharon 
Zehner. Standing are, Derek Joyce, Todd Mallory, Lewis Morris Jr., Brad Franklin and 
Brian Mercer. 



Four were ordained as deacons during the Ordination and Commissioning Service held 
the evening of June 5. They are, left to right, Revs. Herbert McGuin, Dianne Wooden, 
Shannon Sandiferand Lauren Frazier-McGuin. 



Five were commisioned as provisional elders during the Ordination and Commissioning 
Service held the evening of June 5. They are, left to right, Revs. Chad Brooks, Bradley 
Swire, Sonya Lars, Alan Johnson and Jonathon Bevil. 
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Sermon, from page 5 

Washington, or New York (our denomina¬ 
tional headquarters.) I’ve served among 
you now for twelve years, and I’ve worn 
the emblem of a Bishop in the church, and 
I’ve done all I know to do to make the 
church in Louisiana more vital, and more 
healthy, and more able to serve the people 
of our communities. But, when it comes 
right down to it, you are the ones who must 
make that happen! You, the pastors, and 
you, the laity! It’s your work into which 
you were baptized, and for some, into 
which you also are ordained and are being 
ordained tonight. But it belongs to you! 

In just a little more than two months, 

I’m leaving my office in Baton Rouge and 
I am joining you at the local church! I’ll 
just be a retired United Methodist Elder 
and I will be looking for inspiration, for 
excellent preaching of the Word, for leader¬ 
ship, for hope and for ways I can serve 
God’s people! I’m looking and longing for 
that place of worship where I can put my 
own oar into the water, where I can put my 
own shoulder to the wheel, where I can 
stand in the line dispensing food to the 
hungry and a kind word to the weary, 
where I can share my material gifts along 
with others in order to make a difference in 
the world. I’m looking forward to that 
local church where my spiritual self will be 
fed and nurtured even as I continue to try 
and feed and nurture others. I’m ready to 
join you where “the rubber hits the road!” 
You are where it happens! 

Oh, we’re still chafing, and will do so 
for a long while, under the most disturbing 
General Conference in my memory. We all 
went to Tampa with high hopes and we 
came home with such deflated spirits. My 
lingering question is, “Did we go with the 
wrong expectations. Did we think WE 
could make a huge difference as a result of 
our studies, our plans, our hopes for tomor¬ 
row, our visions of a renewed spiritual 
movement?” Maybe - just maybe - we 
had hoped and counted too much on our 
own vision and plans to change and save 
ourselves and our beloved church. Maybe 
we really forgot to whom this Bride is mar¬ 
ried! We didn’t do enough depending on 
the Holy Spirit that inhabits this body or in 
the Bridegroom who has met her at the 
altar of eternal commitment! 

People kept saying, “The world is 
watching what we do!” What a ridiculous 
and inflated assessment of ourselves! The 
world wasn’t watching us. Oh, we were 
watching ourselves maybe. But how much 
“worldly” coverage and comment did you 
see? The world could have cared less. 

Sure, if Jesus had truly shown up maybe 
the world would have watched. They 
always have noted a true outpouring and 
movement of God’s Spirit. But that didn’t 
happen! We made our own bed - a beauti¬ 
ful and challenging one at that! And in the 
end we had to lie in it. Embarrassed. 
Confused. Rejected. Angry. The 
Bridegroom had declared, “I don’t care to 
enter this nuptial bed with you. It is not of 
my making.” 

We’ve said, “Our spirit is lagging and 
almost gone! We are tired, we are weak 
and we are worn. Oh, Precious Lord, take 
our hand, lead us on, let us stand! Through 
the storm, through the night, lead us on to 


the light. Take our hand, precious Lord, 
lead us home! 

And maybe - just maybe - for Jesus to 
lead us home we have to be so “dead” to 
ourselves that we have no other place to 
turn but to the one who brings resurrection, 
who will say to us, “United Methodists, 
Come Forth!” And then - then- we will 
hear him say, “Unbind this body and let it 
go!” 

We’re the ones who have wrapped this 
precious body of the Bride of Christ tightly 
in grave cloths and put a napkin over the 
eyes and face! We wanted to control what 
is seen and what is heard, and what is done. 
And we are the ones who are going to have 
to peel those structural inhibitions off if we 
are going to set the church free! We 
weren’t bom with all those wrappings and 
trappings. We were bom as a movement! 
We have to be rid of them in order to dance 
the dance of life with our resurrected and 
resurrecting savior! 

We talked last year about “Come, see a 
man.” Well, that man has shown up again! 
This time He isn’t chatting at the well, dis¬ 
cerning life’s secrets and dispensing living 
water to an outcast woman. No, he’s dis¬ 
pensing resurrected life to a dead friend - a 
beloved friend - and is saying to us in so 
doing, “Now, I have given him life. You 
unbind him and let him go! Let that resur¬ 
rected life be lived out without restraint 
except for the restraint of living to my 
glory!” 

Speaking of living to his glory. My 
Daddy was concerned about me not doing 
that when I first told him I had accepted a 
call into ministry. I wasn’t sure what he 
would say to that announcement because 
he had been handing my college education 
in preparation for me to go a totally differ¬ 
ent way. One of his first questions to me 
was one that had to do with whether I 
would live to God’s glory. He asked, 

“What are you going to do about your 
dancing?” I wish I would have known then 
what I know now. I wish I would have had 
the life-changing experience of resurrection 
from some really deadening practices and 
had experienced the freedom that comes 
with being unbound and let go! If I had 
known then what I know now I would have 
said, “Well, Daddy, I’m going to dance! In 
gonna’ dance in God’s spirit and to God’s 
glory, Daddy!” 

Here’s what I want us to experience 
spiritually as God’s church. Robert 
Fulghum tells this exceptional story about 
the Buffalo Tavern, which he says is, in 
essence, “mongrel America.” He says at 
around eleven PM on a Saturday night, the 
place really gets to rocking. The catalyst 
for that is the favorite house band, “the 
Dynamic Volcanic Logs.” “Eight freaks 
frozen in the amber vibes of the sixties. 
Playing ‘stomp-hell’ rockabilly with 
enough fervor to heal the lame and the 
halt.” Mongrel America comes to the 
Buffalo to drink beer, shoot pool, and 
dance! 

Hear him tell the story: 

“One such night the Buffalo was invad¬ 
ed by a motorcycle club, trying hard to 
look like the Hell’s Angels and doing pretty 
good at it, too. I don’t think these people 
were in costume for a movie. And neither 
they nor their ladies smelled like soap-and- 
water was an important part of their lives 


on anything like a daily basis. Following 
along behind them was an Indian - an 
older man, with braids, beaded vest, army 
surplus pants, and tennis shoes. He was 
really ugly. Now I’m fairly resourceful 
with words, and I would give you a flashy 
description of this man’s face if it would 
help, but there’s no way around it - he 
looked, in a word, ugly. He sat working on 
his Budweiser for a long time. When the 
Dynamic Logs ripped into a scream-out 
version of ‘ Jailhouse Rock’ he moved. 
Shuffled over to one of the motorcycle 
mommas and invited her to dance. Most 
ladies would have refused, but she was 
amused enough to shrug and get up. 

“Well, I’ll not waste words. This ugly, 
shuffling Indian ruin could dance. I mean, 
he had the moves. Nothing wild, just 
effortless action, subtle rhythm, the cool of 
the master. He turned his partner every 
way but loose and made her look good at 
it. The floor slowly cleared for them. The 
band wound down and out, but the drum¬ 
mer held the beat. The motorcycle-club 
group rose up and shouted for the band to 
keep playing. The band kept playing. The 
Indian kept dancing. The motorcycle 
momma finally blew a gasket and col¬ 
lapsed in someone’s lap. The Indian 
danced on alone. The crowd clapped up 
the beat. The Indian danced with a chair. 
The crowd went crazy. The band faded. 
The crowd cheered. The Indian help up his 
hands for silence as if to make a speech. 
Looking at the band and the crowd, the 
Indian said, ‘Well, what’re you waiting for? 
Let’s DANCE.’ 

The band and the crowd went off like a 
bomb. People were dancing all through the 
tables to the back of the room and behind 
the bar. People were dancing in the rest¬ 
rooms and around the pool tables. Dancing 
for themselves, for the Indian, for God and 
Mammon. Dancing in the face of hospital 
rooms, mortuaries, funeral services and 
cemeteries. And for a while, nobody died.” 

(Fulghum, Robert, All I Really Need to 
Know I Learned in Kindergarten, Villard 
Books, pp. 125-127) 

Oh, the Word for us is the one I saw on 
a greeting card, which I rapidly purchased! 
It is a picture of a sign at just such a place 
as the Buffalo Tavern, except it is in south 
Louisiana. The sign simply says, 

“DANCE OR LEAVE!” Do you hear it? 
DANCE OR LEAVE! 

Peter, in addressing the people at 
Pentecost said, “Dear friends, let me be 
completely frank with you. Our ancestor 
David is dead and buried - his tomb is in 
plain sight today. But being also a prophet 
and knowing that God had solemnly sworn 
that a descendant of his would rule his 
kingdom, seeing far ahead, he talked of the 
resurrection of the Messiah - ‘no trip to 
Hades, no stench of death. ’ This Jesus, 

God raised up. And every one of us here is 
a witness to it. Then, raised to the heights 
at the right hand of God and receiving the 
promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, 
he poured out the Spirit he had just 
received. That is what you see and 
hear. "(Acts 2: 29-33, The Message) 

No matter how confusing Pentecost may 
have seemed the outcome was clear: 
“Repent! Change your life. Turn to God 
and be baptized, each of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, so your sins are forgiven. 


Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
promise is targeted to you and your chil¬ 
dren, but also to all who are far away - 
whomever, in fact, our Master God invites. ’ 
Peter went on in this vein for a long time, 
urging them over and over, ‘Get out while 
you can; get out of this sick and stupid cul¬ 
ture 7' That day about three thousand took 
him at his word, were baptized and were 
signed up. They committed themselves to 
the teaching of the apostles, the life togeth¬ 
er the common meal and the prayers. ” 
(Acts 2: 38-42, The Message) 

Thibodeaux and Boudreaux went on a 
fishing trip together down the bayou. A 
storm came up, and in their haste to get 
back to the camp Thibodeaux fell into the 
bayou and drowned. Boudreaux was left to 
himself to decide how to tell Thibodeaux’s 
wife, Clotilde, what had happened. He 
waited a couple of days before he had the 
courage to tell her, and he approached the 
house with some apprehension. He 
knocked on the door and Clotilde came to 
the door. She said, “Why Boudreaux, how 
come you by yourself?” He said, “Well, 
Clotilde, I have something I need to tell 
you. I have some bad news, some good 
news, and some Really Good news. 
Clotilde said, “Well, what’s de bad news?” 
Boudreaux say, “Well, Thibodeaux, he fell 
in de bayou while we were fishin’ and he 
drowned.” “Oh, my,” say Clotilde. “Well, 
what’s de good news?” “Well,” say 
Boudreaux, “When we brought up de body 
yesterday there was 20 luscious crabs 
clamped onto him.” “Oh, Cher,” she say. 
“Well what’s de Really Good news?” 

“We gonna’ bring him up again 
tomorrow!” 

Yes, we’re going to bring the resurrect¬ 
ed up again tomorrow, and the next tomor¬ 
row, and the next tomorrow till the whole 
world gets it! And when we do we’re 
going to hear Jesus say, “Unbind him, and 
let him go! 

Oh, pastors, laity, all of us! Heed the 
word of the resurrecting Lord. Don’t hold 
your church down! Don’t wrap it in grave 
cloths and put a napkin over its face so 
there’s no way of seeing the needs of the 
world and then being able to move to get to 
them. Don’t let structure bind you. Don’t 
let fear hold you. Don’t let the stench of 
death overtake you! Get with the beat! 
Celebrate! Dance to the Music! Dance or 
Leave! 

“Dent bones; dem bones, dent dry 
bones . 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones; 

Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones, 

Now hear the word of the Lord. ” 

“Set Free, Set Free, Set Free .... 

“Let’s Dance, let’s Dance, let’s dance . 


“Well” said the Indian. “What are you 
waiting for? LET’S DANCE!” 

AMEN AND AMEN 
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Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Mrs. Kay Hutchinson say farewell to the Louisiana 
Annual Conference at the close of the 2012 annual conference. 



Youth delegates celebrate during the auction of a sign used by Bishop Hutchinson in 
his ordination sermon. Proceeds will support mission in Russia. 



The 2012 class of clergy retirees was pictured prior to the ‘Passing of the Mantle’ serv¬ 
ice held in the Gold Dome on Centenary’s campus Wednesday of annual conference. 
They are, seated left to right, Revs. Samuel Calvo, Carole Cotton Winn, Patricia Bates, 
Rita Chiasson, and standing, Roger Lathan, Johnie Adkins, William Strawbridge and J. 
Roddy Taylor. Retirees not pictured are, Carol Heard, Steven Caraway, Ellen 
Montegudo, Owen Peyton, Emmett Collins, Frannie Thompson and Dale Branch. 


Address, from page 3 

Conference 

The last twelve years have been some of 
the best of our lives. When Kay and I 
came to live among you and serve along¬ 
side you we knew we were coming for a 
great adventure and a great time of person¬ 
al growth. It has been a blessing far 
beyond anything we could have imagined. 

Both of us grew up in the Methodist 
Church. Kay in Alva, Oklahoma and I in 
Hobbs, New Mexico. We have our parents 
to thank for that. We have always loved 
the church. When we were dating one of 
my fraternity brothers said to me, “Hutch, 
she would be the perfect preacher’s wife. 
Just watch her. It’s like she’s always at a 
church ice cream social.” Well, he was 
right - she has been the perfect preacher’s 
wife , and mother, and grandmother. She 
has been my strength and stay in this beau¬ 
tiful journey we have shared together for 
48 years now. 

We’ve had a “Cinderella” ministry. We 
began out of seminary by starting a New 
Church; then to an idyllic ranching com¬ 
munity in far West Texas; a bustling oil 
field / agricultural town in south central 
New Mexico; a growing and thriving 
downtown and university church in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico; three years as a 
District Superintendent in the Odessa 
District, headquartered in Odessa, Texas; 
another city / university church in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; the Director of 
the New Mexico Conference Methodist 
Foundation; and then elected to the 
Episcopacy and appointed here. How 
blessed we are. 

The years in Louisiana have been both 
joyous and tumultuous. If it had been a 
time of normal “business as usual,” I sup¬ 
pose we would have experienced with you 
the fairly normal expressions of growing 
and strengthening the church. We actually 
were well into that early on. The Lilly 
Grant that we received in 2002, coupled 
with a challenge grant from the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana in 2004 
for the establishing of the position of 
“Director of Church Extension and 
Transformation” enabled us to put the 
Conference in a positive position for 
expanded growth of outreach and ministry. 

We reduced our Districts from 9 to 7. 

We got the Conference Center (now the 
Wesley Center) out of financial jeopardy. 
We changed our Conference health insur¬ 
ance plan to one that was much more sta¬ 
ble. We established the Discemer’s 
Academy for greater leadership recruit¬ 
ment. And on August 27, 2005 we gath¬ 
ered in a Special Called Session at First 
United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge 
and voted to sell Lafon Home in New 
Orleans, the proceeds of which would first 
pay the remaining loans and debts held by 
the Home and any excess would become 
the property of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference and a “proposal for its use 
would come to the Annual Conference for 
approval and implementation.” 

We left that sunny Saturday afternoon 
with visions of millions dancing in our 
heads that would give us continued strong 
growth. At that same time a gigantic gray 
cloud was gathering on the horizon that 
was named Katrina. By the next day New 
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Orleans and all coastal areas were in 
mandatory evacuation, and the next day, 
August 29, 2005 will live forever in our 
minds in Louisiana as the day Katrina’s 
force hit the coast and the city. The subse¬ 
quent failures of the levees led us to a time 
of disbelief, distress, disorganization, and 
disaster. Not quite a month later another 
monster storm named Rita slammed into 
Southwest Louisiana. What we thought 
couldn’t get worse did. 

Suffice it to say our lives were and are 
forever changed. Our work as a 
Conference took a 180 degree turn and 
immediately assumed a whole new direc¬ 
tion. A new reality set in and we have 
lived with it ever since. My memories of 
Louisiana will always be measured by 
“before Katrina/Rita and after.” 

Kay and I were given the joyful bless¬ 
ing to extend our years of service by an 
additional four years by action of the 
General Conference 2008 that changed the 
mandatory retirement age for clergy. After 
much prayer and discernment we felt God 
leading us to stay the additional four years, 
and we are so very glad we did. It not only 
has enabled us to help bring our Disaster 
Response to a formal close, but it has 
allowed us to see new and powerful direc¬ 
tions for the vitality of the church moving 
into the future. I’ve already said much 
about that hope today and know the days 
ahead are filled with great potential and 
great promise. 

It has been an honor beyond description 
to serve as your Bishop. Thank you for 
loving Kay and me and for allowing your 
lives to become intertwined with ours. We 
shall forever love you and claim you as our 
true brothers and sisters in Christ. 

We wish and pray for you a beautiful, 
bright and ever better future as you wel¬ 
come and love your next Bishop and 
spouse. Whoever that may be, they are 
coming to one of the greatest of the 
Jurisdictional Conferences in the United 
Methodist Church. 

We’ll be moving to Las Cruces, New 
Mexico sometime in mid-August. Our 
home faces the majestic and picturesque 
Organ Mountains and when we walk out 
our front door I always want to say, “I lift 
up my eyes unto the hills. From whence 
does my help come? My help comes from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth. He 
will not let your foot be moved, he who 
keeps you will not slumber. Behold, he 
who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” (Psalm 121: 1-4) 

We would love for you to come visit us 
there. As Tom Bodet says, “We’ll leave 
the light on for you and the latchstring 
out.” 

Picture us sitting on our little patio, 
watching the sun play on the granite peaks 
of the Organs, and often thinking of you. 
And when we do, this song will be in our 
hearts. 

“Miss the Mississippi” 

“Now, to him who is able to keep you 
from falling and to present you without 
blemish before the presence of his glory 
with rejoicing, to the only God, our 
Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion and authori¬ 
ty before all time and now and forever. 
Amen.” (Jude 24) 
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Clergy and Clergy 
Spouses 
remembered at 
Memorial Service 
held June 4 in the 
Gold Dome 
during Annual 
Conference 

Clergy 

Robert W. Bengston 
Kenneth B. Chapman 
Michael D. Corrigan 
Charles R. Cosentino 
Paul G. Durbin 
William I. Eubanks 
Roland K. Friedrich 
John M. Lee 
Joe W. McClain 
Stan Miller 
Robert Peyton 
John L. Williams 

Clergy Spouses 
Erma T. Adams 
Julia Beeler 
Gladys Brown 
Percy Chiasson 
Lenora Collins 
Johanna Hess 
Doris H. Hine 
Barbara Lawton 
Charley Marcussen 
Muriel M. Miller 
Barbara W. Pollar 
Billie C. Smith 
Myrtle Smith 
Norma Winegeart 


In Memoriam 

Irene Davis 
May 8, 2012 

Faye T. Blakely 
June 5, 2012 



Linda Katherine Broderick was commis¬ 
sioned as a provisional deacon during the 
Ordination and Commissioning Service 
held the evening of June 5. 



Rev. Matt Rawle and Rev. Flint Shea provided a little comic relief during debates at this year's annual conference by sporting t-shirts 
referencing a children’s book by Dr. Seuss. Responding to good natured kidding about how much they ‘look alike,’ Revs. Rawle and 
Shea started the ‘tradition’ at last year’s conference with Rawle’s shirt reading ‘I’m not Flint’ and Shea’s shirt reading ‘I’m not Matt.’ 
Rev. Rawl serves as associate pastor of Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport. Rev. Shea serves as senior pastor for Noel UMC in 
Shreveport. 



Age Payout Rate Annual Income* 


Looking for Good News? 


4.4% 


$440 


4.7% 


$470 


5.1% 


$510 


5.8% 


$580 


6 . 8 % 


$680 


7.8% 


$780 


90+ 


9.0% 


$900 


‘Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift 


In a world of economic ups and downs, the charitable gift 
annuity is a stable and predictable way to receive significant 
financial benefits through charitable giving. 


Consider exchanging your 1% CDs or underperforming stock 
for a gift annuity payment with an attractive rate. 

A charitable gift annuity offers: 

• fixed income for life 

• an immediate charitable tax deduction 

• the ability to use appreciated assets and 
partially bypass capital gains tax 

• a partially tax-free income 

• support for your family and church 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 




































For daily minutes, 
photos and complete 
information from the 
2012 La. Annual 
Conference in 
Shreveport, visit the 
Louisiana Conference 
website at 

www.la-umc.org 


Save the Date! 

Leading Beyond the Walls, 
Continuing the Conversation 
Oct. 26-27, 2012 
Alexander Fulton Hotel 
Alexandria, La. 
Facilitated by Church of the 
Resurrection personnel 
For more information, con¬ 
tact Office of the Provost at 
225.346-1646 
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CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


VOL. 13, No. 12 BATON ROUGE, LA JULY 13, 2012 

Conference bids farewell to Hutchinsons at celebration 


More than 340 guests paid tribute to 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Mrs. 
Kay Hutchinson for 12 years of service to 
the Louisiana Annual Conference during a 
Retirement Celebration held June 29 at the 
Renaissance Hotel in Baton Rouge. 

Bishop Hutchinson retires this summer. 
The Hutchinsons will be moving to Las 


Cruces, New Mexico. 

The evening, emceed by former 
Conference Lay Leader George “Buzzy” 
Anding, was filled with heartwarming 
thanks and remembrances by a host of 
church leaders and friends. Special greet¬ 
ings were delivered by and from Bishop 
Alfred and Dr. Mackie Norris, Bishop 


Charles and Mrs. Karen Crutchfield, Mrs. 
Jane Wood with the Foundation for 
Evangelism and Dr. George Freeman of 
the World Methodist Council. 

A beautiful piano medley was per¬ 
formed by Allen Toussaint, renowned 

See Farewell Dinner, page 8 


Principled Leaders 


LAITY ADDRESS 
DR. SARAH S. KREUTZIGER 
LOUISIANA CONFERENCE LAY LEADER 
TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 2012 
LOUISIANA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 

Good Morning. Bishop Hutchinson, Dr. 

Cottrill, Rev. Miller, and other sisters and brothers 
in Christ, the report of the Conference Board of 
Laity begins on page 90 and ends on page 98 in 
the Pre-Conference Report. Before I begin my 
address, may I say what a great honor it has been 
to serve with all of you and a wonderful privilege 
to be allowed to be the Conference Lay Leader. I 
have been blessed beyond measure during these 
past four years and am forever grateful for your 
kindness and support. Thank you. 

Only the most dedicated of Civil War buffs 
know that the last shot of the War Between the 
States was fired in Haywood County, North 
Carolina, on May 9th, 1865, fully one month after 
Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered to 
Union General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox 
Courthouse in Virginia, on April 9th. 

The War was prolonged by Confederate 
Cherokees under the command of their white 
chief, Colonel William Holland Thomas. Thomas 
refused to concede defeat even as the Union forces 
encircled the county seat, Waynesville, demanding 
that the Rebel Chief surrender. Rather than suffer 
their only loss in a War where the Cherokees had 
primarily served as scouts- Colonel Thomas, 
dressed in full-feathered Native American regalia 
as befitting his position, surrounded the Union 
camp. In Joshua-like fashion, Thomas and 300 of 
his followers lit hundreds of campfires in full view 
of the Northern soldiers. Then they whooped and 
chanted their fierce war cries throughout the fol¬ 
lowing days and nights uncharacteristically threat¬ 
ening to scalp the invaders unless THEY surren¬ 
dered. When the three Union generals finally con¬ 
vinced Colonel Thomas that he was fighting for a 
Confederacy that no longer existed, Colonel 
Thomas and his brother in law, Colonel James R. 
Love, reluctantly relented and negotiated a truce 

See Laity Address, page 6 
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Dr. Sarah S. Kreutziger, conference lay leader, delivers the Laity Address dur¬ 
ing the 2012 La. Annual Conference held in the Gold Dome at Centenary 
College in Shreveport. Lay members of the conference look on during her 
address. 
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On the Journey 


The Packing Has Begun! 


The packing has 
begun! For so many 
clergy out there you 
have packed, moved, 
are unpacking and 
starting afresh in a 
new ministry setting. 

For others, you have 
packed, moved, 
unpacked again and 
are beginning a new 
life in retirement. 

And here we come 
along, bringing up the rear, just getting 
started weeding out books, poring over 
twelve years of accumulated mementos, 
and reliving a plethora of precious memo¬ 
ries! It just doesn’t seem real that this 
transition is actually happening! 

The past few weeks have been some¬ 
what of a blur. Maybe that is the best 
thing. I do better in dealing with painful 
life situations when I am moving fast and 
the transition points are blurry. Then, 
when I finally have a moment to sit and 
reflect, the initial pain has been absorbed 
and there is then time to fully appreciate 
what has happened and look at it through 
the lens of joy and hope. At least I am 
counting on that possibility in this retire¬ 


ment journey. 

The kind words and well-wishes that 
were expressed so lovingly at Annual 
Conference will always live in our hearts. 
We’re glad you had us dancing at the end! 
It kept us from just breaking down and 
boo-hooing in front of all of you! 

The Celebration at The Renaissance on 
Friday, June 29 was spectacular! We have 
never been so honored in our entire min¬ 
istry as we were that night. The room 
was absolutely beautiful! The people 
who spoke brought tears to our eyes 
again, as well as a few choice belly 
laughs. The musical offering by Alan 
Toussaint was something only a few peo¬ 
ple ever experience in their lifetime. The 
fellowship that was shared was very spe¬ 
cial. The gathering of friends from all 
over the state and all across the country 
was so precious. You are the best and we 
love you from the bottom of our hearts! 

All day an old song has been running 
through my mind. “Catch a falling star 
and put it in your pocket, never let it fade 
away. Catch a falling star and put it in 
your pocket, save it for a rainy day.” So 
how does one actually catch a falling star? 
In our case, it happened just by being 
assigned to the Louisiana Area of The 


United Methodist Church in 2000. We 
came with exhilaration that we were 
going to be with you. We have served 
with absolute wonder at how much we 
love and appreciate you and the culture of 
this beautiful state. We have been the 
blessed recipients of your gracious hospi¬ 
tality, your kind deeds and words, your 
willingness to roll up your sleeves and toil 
hard when the going got rough, and your 
“laissez le bon temps roulet” attitude that 
filters down into your carefree expres¬ 
sions of your love for God and neighbor! 
Yes, we have been on the roller ramp of 
The Starlight Express for twelve excep¬ 
tional years and we have been loved, sup¬ 
ported, affirmed, and held accountable to 
deepen our faith in both the goodness of 
humanity and the “hesed”, or unfailing 
“Covenant Loyalty” of our God as lived 
out in the disciples of Jesus Christ, who 
through the power of the Holy Spirit are 
ready and willing to transform the world. 

Oh, how does one catch a falling star? 
How does one capture and retain the 
ambiance of this special place and the 
uniqueness of the precious people who 
inhabit Louisiana? Especially the United 
Methodist people! We’ve tried to catch it 
in our mind, heart, soul, and strength so 


we can transport it with us to New 
Mexico where we’ll save it for a rainy 
day because it will never, ever fade away. 
Thanks for a pocket full of starlight! It’s 
been an astounding journey and one we 
wouldn’t have missed for the world. 

Kay and I go to the Jurisdictional 
Conference this coming week full of great 
joy that we, once again, will represent 
Louisiana. And when the new bishops 
are elected, we will be as excited as any¬ 
one to see which one will be assigned to 
this land of starlight. And we will cele¬ 
brate, along with you, the coming of that 
chosen one who will lead you into the 
years ahead and who will find their own 
special place in your hearts and lives. 

Our prayer for you and the new bishop is 
best captured by Henry Van Dyke who 
wrote: 

“Let us be glad of life 
which gives us the chance 
to love 

and to work and to play 
and to look up at the stars.” 

In Christ’s love, 

4 # /JdijL****^ 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Youth Ignite! 2012 

A conference-wide event for all youth in grades 7-12 
and adult workers with youth 

Youth Ignite! in North Louisiana 

August 18, 2012 
Splash Kingdom, Shreveport 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Youth Ignite! in South Louisiana 

August 25, 2012 
Camp Istrouma, Baton Rouge 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

At Youth Ignite! 2012, we will: 

Worship Together 
Meet New Friends 

Enjoy Fun Activities and Enjoy Lunch 
Hear Fantastic Music 
Play Great Group Games 
Grow in Our Relationship with God 

Registration Fee 

$25 per person, plus a non-perishable food item for 

donation 

(Cost includes lunch, t-shirt and program) 

Registration Deadline 
Midnight, August 13, 2012 

There must be one adult counselor (21 years of age or older) 
for every 1-10 youth participants, with a minimum of 2 adults 
per church. 

Register online today at www.la-umc.org! 


Director of Children’s Ministry 

Trinity United Methodist Church, a growing 1,800 
member church, is seeking a Director of Children's 
Mnistry. A call and passion to lead children in the way 
of Christ, and to nurture families with children is 
imperative. Full-time salary is comparable to an edu¬ 
cator's salary. Those interested, please mail a 
resume' to 1000 West Woodward Avenue, Ruston, 

LA 71270; drop it off in the church office; or email it 
to brianm@trinityruston.org 
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William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
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You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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General Conference 2012 report by Rev. Ellen Alston, head of delegation 


BY REV. ELLEN ALSTON 

One year ago you elected twenty-four 
of us and sent us out on a journey on your 
behalf - a journey that would require 
intense preparation, perseverance, and 
prayer. We are grateful for the support, 
input, and encouragement you all have 
offered along the way. 

Before we newly named delegates left 
to travel home from Shreveport last year, 
we began organizing to form and function 
as a team. Legislative committee assign¬ 
ments were made and other roles were 
determined. We would meet in person as a 
delegation nearly half a dozen times 
between last year’s Annual Conference and 
the General Conference session a month 
ago, stay connected electronically and by 
phone, both with each other and network¬ 
ing with delegates from other conferences, 
and travel for various other preparatory 
gatherings from Oklahoma City to St. 

Louis to Tampa in anticipation of our work. 
Besides the extensive legislative materials, 
we also read the Adaptive Leadership 
Series of five books by Abingdon Press, 
and met one day to consider the larger 
questions and concerns facing our Church 
today and how proposed legislation might 
relate to them. 

Last December, we were among the 
first delegations to respond to and to 
endorse the Council of Bishops’ statement 
on the Call to Action, an initiative which 
had both reflected and set in motion much 
of the dialogue and discussion leading up 
to General Conference toward restructuring 
and seeking greater clarity of our purpose 
and direction as the United Methodist 
Church. The restructuring proposal and its 
alternatives all failed to make it through the 
legislative committee. A compromise plan, 
which passed in the plenary session, was 
declared unconstitutional by the Judicial 
Council, as reported on the final afternoon 
of the General Conference. 

One of our delegates reports: ”1 was 
struck by how incredibly difficult it is to 
get consensus of all the different factions 


and groups at General Conference to get 
any new things done or any major legisla¬ 
tion passed. I was impressed by how 
incredibly diverse our church is: diverse in 
theological perspectives, ethnic groups and 
cultures, economically, and areas of min¬ 
istry emphasis. I was impressed that 
though we wore different clothing and 
spoke different languages and ate different 
foods, we were united in our faith in Jesus 
Christ.... General Conference for this first 
time delegate was both frustrating and 
exhilarating at the same time." 

The delegates from more than 60 
nations (40% outside the US) considered 
1,200 petitions and took the following 
actions: 

• Adopted a $603.1 million budget for 
2013-2016 (that total is 6.03 percent less 
than the 2009-2012 budget); 

• Through the adopted budget, funded 
$5 million for Central Conference theologi¬ 
cal education and $7 million for a young 
clergy initiative (and a stronger presence of 
youth and young adults, and Central 
Conference delegates was felt throughout 
the General Conference); 

• Retained the church’s position regard¬ 
ing homosexuality, deciding not to adopt 
language that would have said United 
Methodists are not of one mind on this 
issue; 

•Did away with “guaranteed appoint¬ 
ments” for clergy (currently under Judicial 
Review); 

• Fell short of the 2/3 majority needed 
for setting aside a bishop to serve as full¬ 
time president of the Council of Bishops; 
and 

• Approved making the United 
Methodist Women an autonomous organi¬ 
zation rather than its operating under the 
General Board of Global Ministries. 

Keeping such a global church connect¬ 
ed is indeed a challenge. My experience in 
the Superintendency Committee, which I 
was honored and humbled to chair, was a 
microcosm of other aspects of the 
Conference. In this committee alone, with 


62 delegates, language interpretation was 
required in seven different languages 
besides English. At times we had to slow 
down our conversation just to make sure 
everyone was able to follow where we 
were and what was being said. Taking 
time to listen and clarify was a spiritual 
discipline necessary for our working 
together well. 

Throughout the days of roller coaster 
emotions, from heartbreak to hope, we 
were re-grounded in holy life-giving pres¬ 
ence through worship services centered on 
the transformation that occurs when we 
reach out to God and to one another. 

It was welcome "lagniappe" for the 
Louisiana delegation to be met with famil¬ 
iar faces who were key players in the over¬ 
all workings of the Conference: Lane 
Cotton-Winn completed her several years 
of service as a member of the Commission 
on the General Conference, and was leader 
on the Committee on the Agenda and 
Calendar. Darryl Tate also served on the 
General Conference Secretary’s staff as he 
has done more than once before. Both Lane 
and Darryl could be found on the platform 
for most plenary sessions. Richard and 
Frances Hooton have now served as mar¬ 
shals in such an outstanding way for so 
many quadrennia, that they were asked to 
coordinate and oversee the whole team of 
marshals for this General Conference. 

Stacy Hood’s visible presence with the 
musical team leading worship made those 
already beautiful services feel like we were 
"back home." In addition, our own Kirby 
Verret was present for the “Act of 
Repentance toward Healing Relationships 
with Indigenous Peoples,” a ceremony 
unique to this General Conference session. 
Several other persons from Louisiana 
attended for a particular event or to 
observe. The “Dulac Cross” from the 
Louisiana Conference was a central focus 
as the processional cross for the plenary 
worship throughout the conference. 

Serving as delegates in Tampa were: 
Sarah Kreutziger, Andy Goff, George 


(“Buzzy”) Anding, Pat Day, Olivia Pruett, 
Larry Miller, Pete Aguila, Bemadine 
Johnson, Carolyn Dove, and myself. 
Reserve Delegates who attended and 
served were: Edna Hickman, Katie McKay 
Simpson, Terrel DeVille, Fred Wideman, 
Rachel Scott, and Donald Avery. Now 
joining these delegates will be additional 
Jurisdictional Delegates and Reserve 
Delegates for our continued work as a 
Delegation: Rob Fairly, Ramonalynn 
Bethley, Larry Stafford, Juan Huertas, 

Anita Crump, Lynn Malone, and Henry 
Stamper. 

We are mourning the sudden loss by 
death of one of our delegates whom Bishop 
Hutchinson also named at the Memorial 
Service this week. Tim Hebert, 
Jurisdictional Lay Delegate, died unexpect¬ 
edly on March 4, 2012. Tim was a talented 
and dedicated leader in our conference who 
gave generously of himself to the delega¬ 
tion, including being instrumental in estab¬ 
lishing our delegation blog. 

As our team organized last fall, for the 
first time in recent memory the Louisiana 
delegation used a discernment process for 
lifting up potential Episcopal candidates 
from Louisiana. This process led to the 
delegation’s endorsement of Fred 
Wideman, Senior Pastor of Broadmoor 
UMC in Baton Rouge, who has joined nine 
other endorsed candidates from other con¬ 
ferences, in traveling around the jurisdic¬ 
tion for interviews with other delegations, 
and networking for countless conversations 
about our Church’s calling and next steps 
on the journey. We are now turning our 
sights toward Jurisdictional Conference, 
which will meet in Oklahoma City July 18- 
21, primarily for the purpose of electing the 
new bishops who will serve conferences in 
the Jurisdiction. By Saturday, July 21, we 
should know who has been elected and 
who will be our newly assigned Bishop as 
of September 1. 

Rev. Alston’s unedited report may be 
viewed online at wwwda-umc.org 


New Song UMC 


in PrairieviUe consecrates new 


church facility 



New Song United 
Methodist Church recent¬ 
ly consecrated its new 
facilities located in 
PrairieviUe at the comer 
of Old Perkins Road and 
Bluff Road in North 
Ascension Parish. The 
building sits on a 17-acre 
parcel of land and the 
renovated structure was 
originally a private home. 
The facility houses wor¬ 
ship space, classrooms 
and office space. Rev. 
Trey Harris serves as 
pastor for New Song 
UMC, which is one of 
three new church starts 
that were affirmed by the 
annual conference in 
2007. 
















4 


JULY 13, 2012 


Louisiana Conference 



Annual Conference 2012 

More than 1,000 United Methodists from around the state gathered at Centenary College in 
Shreveport June 3-6 for the 2012 Annual Conference. Worship services and teaching ses¬ 
sions throughout the event were centered on the conference theme, ‘Building Up Leaders for 
Building Up the World.” Pictured clockwise are, top left, Rev. Lauren Frazier-McGuin, newly 
ordained deacon, addresses the members of the conference during session. Others ordained 
as deacons had the same opportunity. They include Revs. Herbert McGuin, Dianne Wooden 
and Shannon Sandifer. Kay Hutchinson and Bishop William W. Hutchinson are shown on the 
podium during conference. Revs. Samuel Calvo and Roger Lathan, left and center, partici¬ 
pate in the Passing of the Mantle Service held Wednesday morning of conference. Both pas¬ 
tors retire this year. Carolyn Dove addresses the body during the Laity Session held June 3. 
Dove is the newly elected Lay Leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference. Balcony crowds 
stand during Sunday evening worship.Bottom left, Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of the Church 
of the Resurrection, is pictured sixth from the left. Rev. Hamilton served as keynote preach¬ 
er/teacher for the conference. Rev. Richard Hooton sports an American kilt during annual 
conference. Rev. Hooton serves the Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New Hope UMCs charge. 
Pam Buck, United Methodist Communications, congratulates the conference on the success 
of the Louisiana Skeeter Run held April 21. 
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Louisiana Conference 


More than 340 pay tribute to Hutchinsons at June 29 celebration 




Bishop William W. Hutchinson and Kay Hutchinson were honored for 12 years of service to the Louisiana Annual Conference during a Retirement and Farewell Dinner held June 
29. The Hutchinsons are shown with their sons Mark, left, and John. Rusty Bethley and Rev. Freddie Henderson, shown right, enjoy the festivities. 



Bishop Alfred Norris and his wife Dr. Mackie Norris, left, enjoy the June 29 festivities honoring the Hutchinsons. During the program, Bishop Norris paid tribute to Bishop 
Hutchinson and Dr. Norris spoke about Kay Hutchinson. Right, Dr. Sarah Kreutziger, outgoing Conference Lay Leader, is shown with Bishop Jim Dorf. 




Bishop Hutchinson is pictured with Bishop Robert Muench, Diocese of Baton Rouge; Hugh Straub; Rev. Dan Krutz, Louisiana Interchurch Conference; Bishop Hutchinson; Bishop 
Ronald Herzog, Diocese of Alexandria; and Father Mike Moroney, Ecumenical Officer for the Diocese of Baton Rouge. Allen Toussaint, right, performs on piano during the event. 



Carlos and Saroj Welch, retired GBGM missionaries to India, are pictured during the retirement dinner held at the Renaissance Hotel in Baton Rouge. Rev. Larry Maddin is shown 
with Dr. Anita Crump, former Lay Leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference. 
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Laity Address, from page i 

that allowed the Legion of Cherokee and 
Highlander fighters to keep their weapon¬ 
ry—the only Confederate troops allowed to 
do so - and exacted a promise that the 
Union forces would leave Haywood 
County immediately and never return. 
Afterwards, Colonel Thomas disbanded his 
men and went home to continue a success¬ 
ful career as a self-taught lawyer and busi¬ 
nessman, ex-state legislator, and fierce 
advocate for the rights of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokees. He died penniless at the age 
of 88 in 1893, after spending his consider¬ 
able fortune successfully securing the rights 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokees to 
remain in their Western North Carolina 
home (Thomsen, P. A., 2004, Rebel Chief). 

“Little Will,” as he was called by the 
Cherokees, was passionate in purpose, an 
untiring worker, persistent to a fault, unre¬ 
lenting in battle, courageous in response to 
call, and the embodiment of the unified 
vision of the people he served. He was also 
impulsive, made serious mistakes, and was 
not averse to expressing strong opinions. In 
personality, he was very much like the 
apostle Peter in temperament and character. 
Like Peter, he was a leader for his time; a 
man who inspired such loyalty that a $5000 
bounty placed on his head had no takers. 
Like Peter the mantle of leadership fell eas¬ 
ily upon his shoulders in any endeavor he 
undertook. 

Some might suggest that the Colonel’s 
19th Century style of leadership, like 
Peter’s in the first century—strong, sacrifi¬ 
cial, rebellious, and undaunted-is a good 
model today for the many challenges that 
we face in our beloved and tarnished con- 
nectional system. Indeed another “Will,” 
Bishop Will Willimon of the North 
Alabama Conference, argues just that in his 
newest book, Bishop: The Art of 
Questioning Authority by an Authority in 
Question (2012). One of my favorites 
quotes from the book recounts a discussion 
Bishop Willimon had with a seminarian: 

“Bishop,” she asked, “If I come to your 
conference, can I be sure that you will back 
me up if I have conflict with the laity?” 
“Summoning more candor than usual, [he] 
replied, T promise never to allow anything 
worse to happen to you than happened to 
our Lord. I’m just a bishop, after all. I’m 
impotent to protect you from the perils of 
work with Jesus’” (p. 68). 

But, as I pondered the kind of women 
and men we need to fulfill our mission to 
Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World with our cur¬ 
rent challenges, a contrasting image of 
leadership emerged. What if we made the 
word, “leader,” a verb instead of a noun? In 
other words, instead of defining leaders as 
people who distinguish themselves from 
the crowd by certain characteristics, elected 
position, and/or heroic actions; what if 
lead-ers were just that—individuals who 
bridge pathways between Christ and the 
world by leading one to the other? What if 
Christian leadership means not so much 
standing above the crowd as standing with¬ 
in it? 

In this context, it is not the apostle Peter 
then who is the primary model for 
Christian Leadership, it is his brother 
Andrew. Andrew, who is consistently iden¬ 


tified in Scripture as the brother of Peter— 
not the other way around; Andrew, who is 
never in the spotlight as Peter is; Andrew, 
who is mentioned last in lists of disciples 
even as Peter is identified first. 

Yet, it is Andrew (John 1: 40-42) who 
first met Jesus and took Peter to him; 
Andrew, who finds and leads the boy with 
the loaves and fishes to Jesus (John 6: 8) 
for the feeding of the 5000; Andrew who is 
the escort for Phillip and the Greeks to hear 
Jesus’ final public discourse before his 
betrayal (John 12: 20-23); and Andrew who 
continued to exhort others to follow Christ 
even as he was dying on a cross in Patros, 
Greece in 69 A.D. 

(www.biblepath.com. landrew.html). 

Andrews are the lead-ers who tell others 
about a living Christ who renews and trans¬ 
forms. Andrews connect others to the 
Savior with their voices, their actions, and 
with their witnesses. They are the builders 
of the Kingdom contact-by-contact, rela¬ 
tionship by relationship. They are the 
unsung linkages of greatness and the mor¬ 
tar of the Connection. They are the evan¬ 
gelists of our day. 

Lucy Foote was an Andrew. She saw 
potential in her unpolished but eager stu¬ 
dent, Anna Howard Shaw, and set her on 
the spiritual pathway that led to Anna’s 
ordination in 1880 as a pioneer woman 
pastor. Another female Andrew gave the 
young seminarian her widow’s mite of $5 
in gratitude for introducing her son to 
Christ just as Anna dejectedly learned that 
the $50 promised for the revival she 
preached was not to be given. The $5 
allowed Anna to eat for the first time in 
three days and to buy a badly needed pair 
of shoes, but more importantly it gave her 
the assurance that God would provide for 
her needs in her darkest days. Later, an 
anonymous Andrew in the Women’s 
Foreign Missionary Society donated the 
$3.50 weekly that allowed Dr. Shaw to fin¬ 
ish her education (Shaw, A.H. Story of a 
Pioneer, 1915. Pp. 85- 89). 

Anna Howard Shaw’s experience is 
legion. Each narrative that celebrates the 
Peters in our church is replete with the 
Andrews who paved their paths. Did you 
ever wonder, for example, who were the 
Moravian laymen (or possibly laywomen) 
who invited John Wesley to that outdoor 
meeting at Aldersgate? Or who was the 
Andrew who was reading Luther’s 
“Preface to Romans,” when Wesley had the 
heartwarming assurance that he could trust 
God? These individuals must have been 
very compelling because John Wesley 
writes that he “went unwillingly” to the 
meeting that changed his life. 

Did any of these Andrews, I wonder, 
even have a glimpse of the effects of their 
generous and steadfast faithfulness? 
Probably not. 

Isn ’t it strange how princes and kings, 

And clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 

And common people, like you and me, 

Are builders of eternity? 

Each is given a list of rules; 

A shapeless mass; a bag of tools. 

And each must fashion, ere life has 
flown 

A stumbling block or stepping-stone. 

(“ A Bag of Tools.” R. L. Sharpe) 

In countless ways Andrews are at work, 
mostly unheralded and unknown, building 


the stepping-stones for eternity by telling 
others the Good News. They are the torch- 
bearers for new generations of Christians, 
the quiet relentless movers of the Kingdom. 
I submit to you that these are the real prin¬ 
cipled LEADers in the church. And if our 
church is to survive, it will be because each 
of us claims our call as Andrews—or as 
Peters—and persistently and un-embarrass- 
ingly link others to Christ by our words 
and our love in action. No more excuses, 
no more procrastinating, no more waiting 
for others to take up the cross. Each one 
seeking one, each one reaching one, each 
one teaching one.. .again and again and 
again until we have finished the race and 
accepted the victor’s crown. 

Your Conference Board of Laity has 
accepted the Andrew leadership challenge 
and worked these past four years as the 
Conference lay-representational connector 
between the general church and the local 
churches. Our purpose is to raise up and 
develop stronger Christians, laity and cler¬ 
gy together, for the sake of making a differ¬ 
ence in our communities in the name of 
Christ. 

In order to accomplish these goals, our 
primary tasks during this past quadrennium 
were to (1) strengthen our structure for 
greater clarity of mission, (2) build strong 
communication networks to facilitate 
increased involvement in the work of the 
church, (3) remove barriers to full inclusion 
from underrepresented individuals such as 
our young people and ethnic members, (4) 
encourage passionate leadership (noun and 
verb), (5) develop new ways of doing min¬ 
istry, (6) train, train, train, and educate, 
educate, educate, and (7) keep our focus on 
the Main Thing so that whatever we do 
enhances our mission to Make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 
World. Our team made great progress in 
each of these objectives in the following 
ways. 

In opening opportunities for young peo¬ 
ple, nearly 100, $1500 scholarships, 24 this 
past year alone, were given to 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny recipients under 
the able direction of Mrs. Carolyn Dove. 
Carolyn also increased the endowment and 
produced a DVD showing the impact of 
these scholarships in the lives of the stu¬ 
dents who are making a difference in our 
denomination. 

In new ministry, we added six Certified 
Lay Ministers, with one to be commis¬ 
sioned this Annual Conference. These 
uniquely-trained laity serve as musicians, 
church coaches, supply pastors, district lay 
leaders, and evangelists. Two of those in 
the pipeline are interested in starting store¬ 
front churches in their Hispanic communi¬ 
ty. Our prayer is that the 1000 Club shep¬ 
herded by Mr. Walter Weiss will be beside 
them raising the thousands of dollars need¬ 
ed for new church starts just as they have 
been for the three calls this past quadrenni¬ 
um. 

One of our Certified Lay Ministers, Mr. 
A1 Franks, represented the Board in the 
Certified Lay Ministry program as well as 
Lay Speaking Ministries on short notice. 
Mr. Tim Hebert, the previous director, 
unexpectedly died this past February after 
great success in coordinating training for 
hundreds of individuals in each district. 
Before Tim’s death, Lay Speaking 


Ministries training modules were added in 
Spanish and Korean. Tim’s passing leaves 
a huge hole in our hearts. Likewise, we 
grieve the loss of previous CBOL mem¬ 
bers, Dr. Nancy Carruth and Mrs. Joanne 
White. 

Our United Methodist Women, under 
new president Dr. Barbara Ferguson’s 
watch, and our United Methodist Men 
under the care of Mr. Gard Wayt, have 
become training grounds for South Central 
Jurisdiction and General Church leaders 
because of their exceptional mission work 
and other activities too numerous to men¬ 
tion here. Likewise, our youth, inspired by 
leader Ms. Madeline Blackwood, have 
increased attendance significantly at major 
youth events like, “Ignite,” as they call our 
young people into ministry and Christian 
commitment. One young lady, Ms. Ashley 
Esterly, is the well-deserved recipient of the 
Harry Denman Award for Evangelism this 
year. 

Our District Lay Leaders, Mr. Ron 
Sarver, Mrs. Eloise Cox, Dr. Ethel 
Haughton, Mrs. Lueburda Myers, Dr. Keith 
Kreutziger, Mr. Grant Schroeck, Mr. Gary 
Green, and Mr. Rickey Watson, have 
worked with their District Superintendents 
and Administrative Assistants to create 
clearer communication channels through 
technology, to raise funds for the programs 
mentioned above, and most of all to spon¬ 
sor educational events that call others to 
action on behalf of our mission. At least 
500 hundred individuals were trained in 
church and community mission each year 
at these events. 

Our Board officers Mrs. Joyce 
Robinson, Associate Conference Lay 
Leader and new recipient of the Harry 
Denman Award; Secretary Ms. Marveme 
Terrell; Treasurer Mrs. Glennell Cottrill; 
and Members at Large Mr. Pete Aguila, 
Mrs. Betty Blackman, and Mr. John Evans 
worked diligently to keep the Board func¬ 
tioning just as former Conference Lay 
Leaders Dr. Anita Crump and Mr. Buzzy 
Anding did the same for me. Ms. Rhonda 
Whitley also kept us sane. 

We can’t close out this quadrennial 
report without thanking God for Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson who clones himself 
to be at the clergy and laity sessions simul¬ 
taneously. Bishop Hutchinson never failed 
to respond to any request made on half of 
the CBOL and was our speaker at the Laity 
Breakfast this morning. Mrs. Kay 
Hutchinson also opened one of our laity 
sessions and was always on call. Dr. Don 
Cottrill, another spiritual advisor, rarely 
missed our meetings and kept us connected 
to conference activities. He and Dr. Donald 
Avery (and Rev. Roger Lathan before) ably 
represented the Cabinet. 

These are the extraordinary individuals 
who symbolized the hard work of the laity 
these past four years; planned and gathered 
others for the very successful Bishop’s 
Laity Retreat with Bishop Hutchinson and 
Dr. Gil Rendle this past March; served on 
the Louisiana delegation to General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences; attended 
numerous events, changed bylaws and cre¬ 
ated job descriptions; and answered the call 
for duty no matter the hardships, illnesses, 
and losses in their personal lives. It has 

See Laity Address, page 8 
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Louisiana churches must ‘stay prepared’ during hurricane season 


United Methodist churches throughout the 
state are encouraged to prepare themselves, their 
members and their community for potential dis¬ 
aster during the 2012 hurricane season. 

Your EVACUATION PLAN should be at 
the ready with preparations including a “grab 
and go” scenario in place. Make sure you 
include the following items when evacuating to 
a safe area: 

1. Medical supplies, prescription medica¬ 
tions and dentures 

2. Disaster supplies like flashlights, batter¬ 
ies, radio, first aid kit and bottled water. 

3. A three-day supply of clothes for every 
member of your household and a sleeping bag 
or bedroll and pillow for each household mem¬ 
ber. 

4. Car keys and keys to the place you may 
be going (a friend’s or relative’s home). 

There are important papers to take with you 
in the event that you have to evacuate: 

- Driver’s license or personal identifica¬ 
tion 

- Social Security card 

- Proof of residence (deed or lease) 

- Insurance papers 

- Birth and marriage certificates 

- Stocks, bonds, and other negotiable cer¬ 
tificates 

- Wills, deeds, and copies of recent tax 

return 

Visit the Louisiana United Methodist 
Conference website, click on “Ministries”, then 
clikck on “Disaster Ministries”. Find downloads 
in Word and PDF for Disaster Supply Kit and 
Individual Evacuation Plan. 

The sites that are quite helpful in developing 


plans are numerous. To look at Louisiana’s pre¬ 
paredness data, simply navigate to 
www.ohsep.louisiana.gov where items such as 
mitigation, hazards, Citizen Corps, to name a 


few are readily available to download. 

Another site for us in Louisiana is 
www.Louisianafloods.org where vital informa¬ 
tion regarding the preparation for floods and 
how to function efficiently in the event of a 


flood. 

As residents of Louisiana, we should never 
forget that disaster can affect YOU, a family 
member or a friend. 


It is very important that all local churches 
stay informed on how to respond in an emer¬ 
gency. Under “Louisiana Disaster 
Preparedness” on the conference website, con¬ 
gregations can download the official Disaster 


Preparedness Manual for Churches. Please 
familiarize yourself with the information and 
make sure it is passed on to your local church 
Disaster Response volunteers. Go to www.la- 
umc.org. 

The conference continues to deal with spring 
events that affected the southern part of our 
state. 

Torrential rains and subsequent flooding that 
affected parts of the Acadiana District on March 
13 prompted Governor Jindal to declare a state 
of emergency for four parishes in Louisiana. 

The Conference Disaster Response Ministry 
imoved forward to offer help to residents in the 
areas around Carencro, Churchpoint, and south 
of Opelousas. More than 350 homes have been 
damaged by flood waters, and close to half of 
those residents will need some form of assis¬ 
tance. 

This spring, local churches in Louisiana col¬ 
lected an amount of $12,418.14 to assist with 
the response to the flooding. 

There is always a need for cleaning buckets 
to be distributed through United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. Due to the drastic nature 
of all the storms that have impacted so many 
areas across the United States, including 
Louisiana, encourage your church members to 
collect items for and assemble cleaning buckets 
to send to the UMCOR Sager Brown depot in 
Baldwin, La. 

When we extend a hand to help someone up 
from a disaster, we are extending the hand of 
Christ! 



Felps named chair of United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 



Irwin Felps 


Rev. Joseph Awotwi 


Rev. Michi Head 




Richard Lewis 


Sandra Kuykendall 


Irwin Felps of Baton Rouge is the new 
chairman of the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana board of trustees, 
elected in April and affirmed in June at the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Felps is a lay leader and member of 
Blackwater United Methodist Church and 
is executive director of the Louisiana State 
Police Retirement System. He has been a 
member of the foundation board since 
2006. 

Felps succeeds the Rev. Jan Holloway 
Curwick of St. Francisville, who has served 


a two-year term as chairman. Curwick will 
continue serving on the Executive 
Committee as immediate past chairman. 

New board members elected include the 
Rev. Michi Head, senior pastor of Jefferson 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
and Richard Lewis, a member of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Ruston and 
president of Lewis & Co. Ltd., a Ruston 
department store. 

Ongoing board members elected to new 
positions include the Rev. Joseph Awotwi, 
senior pastor of Newman UMC, 


Alexandria, as Vice-Chairman, and Sandra 
Kuykendall, a member of St. Mark UMC, 
Baton Rouge, Secretary. 

Outgoing board members include Lee 
Hampton, St. Mark United Methodist 
Church, Opelousas; and Omer Davis, First 
United Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, 
who each served on the board since 2002. 

“We are appreciative of the service and 
commitment these board members have so 
generously given to the Foundation, 
through their faithfulness and expertise,” 
said Rob Fairly, president and CEO of the 


Foundation. 

Located in Baton Rouge, the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana was 
founded in 1975 and serves United 
Methodist churches, institutions and indi¬ 
viduals within the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, providing financial guidance 
and education, loans and grants. It is one 
of the largest United Methodist 
Foundations in the denomination. 
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Laity Address, from page 6 

been an honor and privilege to serve on 
their team. PLEASE STAND. 

I would also like for the new CBOL 
members, elected yesterday afternoon, to 
stand and be recognized. The incoming 
board is a very diverse group, composed 
primarily of new members who were cho¬ 
sen through a discernment process for their 
passionate commitment to Christ. They 
will carry on the legacy of our board as 
they represent other laity who serve so 
faithfully. PLEASE STAND. 

I began this presentation with the story 
of my great, great, great uncle William 
Holland Thomas who embodied many of 
the disparate personality characteristics of 
the apostle Peter upon whose leadership 
our church was built. Yet, I contend that 
Peter’s brother Andrew is an excellent 
model for what the church primarily 
requires today because it was Andrew who 
introduced others to Christ one by one, day 
by day. The Peters in our congregations are 
important for courageously inspiring great 
transformative changes that are part of 
vital congregations, but it is the Andrews 
whose witness in voice and actions grease 
and glues these changes together. As I 
close this address, I ask you all to give 
silent thanks for the Andrews who brought 
you to this point in your lives and ask God 
to give you more opportunities to become 
Andrews for others. 

Isn ’t it strange how princes and kings, 

And clowns that caper in sawdust rings, 

And common people, like you and me, 

Are builders of eternity? 

Each is given a list of rules; 

A shapeless mass, a bag of tools. 

And each must fashion, ere life has 
flown 

A stumbling block or stepping-stone. 

(R. L. Sharp) 

God bless you. 

Farewell dinner, from page i 

Grammy winner and native of New 
Orleans. 

Mark and John Hutchinson, the cou¬ 
ple’s children, traveled in for the event. 
Both gave warm (and often humorous) 
tributes laced with remembrances from 
their childhood. Special guests included 
Mark’s wife Laura and their daughter, 
Madison. 

Rev. Don Cottrill, provost, donned a 
cowboy hat to regale guests with an origi¬ 
nal tribute to the Bishop and Kay 
Hutchinson written to the tune from the 
song “Mariah.” 

Kathryn Moore, executive assistant to 
Bishop Hutchinson, presented the 
Hutchinsons with a stained glass rendering 
of the United Methodist bishop’s crest. 

A power point presentation showing 
photos of the Hutchinsons ran throughout 
the event. The presentation can be viewed 
at www.la-umc.org. 

Both Bishop and Mrs. Hutchinson 
received a standing ovation as they 
addressed the crowd, thanking everyone 
for the evening and for the past 12 years of 
service in ministry together. 

A blessing before dinner was delivered 
by Rev. John Winn and the benediction 
was offered by Rev. Ellen Alston. 



Conference clergy spouses said ‘farewell’ to Kay Hutchinson, honoring her during the group’s annual luncheon held June 4 at 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church in Shreveport. Mrs. Hutchinson is pictured, above, with Marcia Avery, wife of Shreveport District 
Superintendent Rev. Donald Avery. The theme of the luncheon, hosted by the Shreveport District, was ‘Hats Off to You.’ Those in 
attendance wore hats, and tables were decorated with hats and flowers. A representative from each of the seven districts in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference shared remembrances and farewells to Kay. The group presented her with gifts having a Louisiana 
theme. 



Reaping the Benefits of Generosity 


Rates 
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Let us help you with your 
planned gift! 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 


10-Year U.S. Bond 


1.64% 


Avg. Dividend S&P 


2.07% 


Charitable Gift 
Annuity* 


7.49% 


1-Year CD 


0.45% 


A charitable gift annuity is a planned gift to 
your church or favorite ministry, that provides 
immediate income for life, and supports the 
United Methodist beneficiary you name after 
your lifetime. 

It’s a wise choice compared with other sources 
of income. On June 28, 2012, a survey revealed 
the following rates: 


*Average income rate of existing 
charitable gift annuities at the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. 
Average age at inception: 75.76 years. 










































Save the Date! 

Leading Beyond the Walls, 
Continuing the Conversation 
Oct. 26-27, 2012 
Alexander Fulton Hotel 
Alexandria, La. 
Facilitated by Church of the 
Resurrection personnel 
For more information, contact 
Office of the Provost at 
225.346-1646 




Church Merger / 4 



Community VBS / 5 



Welcoming / 7 
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Harvey to lead Louisiana Conference 



Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Deputy General Secretary for United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), has been 
assigned as the new Episcopal leader for the Louisiana Annual Conference. Harvey was one of three new bishops elected dur¬ 
ing the South Central Jurisdictional Conference held July 18-21 in Oklahoma City. The Bishop is pictured shortly after her 
assignment with her daughter Elizabeth, left, and Bishop and Mrs. Scott Jones, right. Bishop Jones will lead the newly formed 
Great Plains Episcopal Area. For more coverage visit the conference Facebook page. 

Newly elected Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey assigned to Louisiana 


Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, Deputy 
General Secretary for United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), has 
been assigned as the new Episcopal 
leader for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Harvey was one of three 
new bishops elected during the South 
Central Jurisdictional Conference held 
July 18-21 in Oklahoma City. 

Bishop Fierro Harvey and newly 
elected bishops, the Revs. Mike McKee 
and Gary Mueller, replace four retiring 
bishops from the jurisdiction. Bishop 
McKee is being assigned to the North 
Texas Conference and Bishop Mueller is 
appointed to the Arkansas conference. 

Harvey, 53, was elected Thursday, 
July 19, at the jurisdiction’s quadrennial 
meeting in downtown Oklahoma City. 


On the fifth ballot, she received 165 of 
720 votes cast. The number of votes 
needed for election on the fifth ballot was 
144. 

Harvey acknowledges that she will be 
seeking guidance from her peers and 
clergy and laity in her assigned confer¬ 
ence. 

“As I was receiving my hugs on the 
stage, I kept saying to these bishops, Fm 
counting on you to help me lead the 
way,” Harvey said. “Fm fortunate now to 
have folks who have plowed that field on 
my behalf, particularly Bishop Huie and 
Bishop Sherer-Simpson, to whom I am 
incredibly grateful.” 

“We haven’t done this in 16 years, 
right?” said Harvey, referring to the fact 
that 1996 was the last time the South 


Central Jurisdiction elected a female 
bishop. 

“Fm honored that I would be this 
person at this point in our life of the 
church.” 

Harvey said that she wants those 
across the denomination to know that 
sharing the gospel with people that live 
on the edges or who haven’t heard about 
the gospel yet is important to her. 

“To me that’s really an important part 
of who I am as a human being, certainly 
as a clergy person, and I hope now to be 
able to share that with an annual confer¬ 
ence,” Harvey said. 

Harvey was the first bishop elected 
by the 256 delegates, an equal number of 

See New Bishop, page 3 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

The Mantle is Almost Passed 


The first person elected a bishop in the 
recent South Central Jurisdictional 
Conference was Cynthia Fierro Harvey. 
She has distinguished herself in many 
avenues of ministry, and her most recent 
has been as the Director for United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, or 
UMCOR for short. She has traveled 
extensively throughout the world serving 
those in the most need of God’s healing, 
transforming, loving, and securing grace 
and has represented The United Methodist 
Church in a superb way. She has been a 
close ally of the Louisiana Area for the 
past few years as we have continued to 
rely upon and partner with the leaders of 
UMCOR to continue our Disaster 
Recovery ministries. She knows us well 
and has a deep affection for the people of 
our Conference. 

It was with great joy that I saw her 
elected and then a day later emerge from 
the meeting with the Jurisdictional 
Committee on Episcopacy with a single 
strand Mardi Gras bead necklace around 
her neck! That string of beads was a dead 
give-away as to where she was about to 
be assigned. As the names were read and 
the places of assignment were announced, 
sure enough the much-desired words were 
spoken - “Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, 
Louisiana Area!” When we all had a 
chance, following the announcement of all 


the placements, we 
erupted in joyous 
applause as the newest 
episcopal leader of the 
Louisiana Area made 
her way to the waiting 
arms of love and con¬ 
gratulations of the 
Louisiana delegation. 
The new bishop for 
Louisiana is a world¬ 
wide figure in The 
United Methodist 
Church, an experienced executive, and a 
dynamic personality who will give great 
and gracious leadership to our wonderful 
Annual Conference. My heart beat with 
joy and my buttons almost popped as I 
celebrated her assignment! 

Bishop Harvey, a native of Big Spring, 
Texas is married to Dean, a Financial 
Planner and a great servant of the church 
in his own right. Meeting him for the first 
time was a distinct pleasure. He will be a 
wonderful partner with Bishop Harvey as 
they travel the state and become acquaint¬ 
ed with all of you. You will find them to 
be warm, caring, and deeply rooted in the 
spiritual commitment of making Disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. 

Bishop Harvey and Dean have one 
daughter, Elizabeth, who is a student at 


Baylor University in Waco, Texas. 
Elizabeth was ecstatic that her mother was 
elected to this office of service and will be 
a wonderful presence with the Harvey’s 
when she is home from Baylor and travel¬ 
ing with them to various events. 

I, now, draw a deep sigh of relief and 
put aside any anxiety I might have had 
regarding who would come to serve you 
next. God has indeed provided superb 
leadership for you and I rejoice. Bishop 
Harvey will be coming to Louisiana in 
about a week for her introductory visit 
and I can hardly wait to show her what 
joys await her here. 

Oh, and by the way, she is a graduate 
of the University of Texas at Austin. She, 
by her own admission is a devoted 
Longhorn fan! I warned her she will have 
to reconcile how she is going to handle 
that loyalty in Tiger Town, but if a Sooner 
can do that for the past 12 years, so can 
she! 

Bishop Harvey and Dean will move to 
Baton Rouge sometime in the last week of 
August and on September 1, 2012 she 
will be hilly responsible for the Louisiana 
Area! Kay and my plans have us depart¬ 
ing Baton Rouge on August 15, heading 
west to Las Cruces, New Mexico where 
we will take up an unexpected responsi¬ 
bility of serving as the Interim bishop for 
the New Mexico Annual Conference for a 


few months until a legal question involv¬ 
ing one of our Jurisdictional bishops can 
be clarified by the Judicial Council and a 
permanent assignment made to the 
Northwest Texas/New Mexico Area. We 
are assured this will all be settled in a few 
short months and we can then fully 
“retire” as we have tried to do once 
before! We are amazed how God just 
keeps calling us back into service every 
time we get right up to the door of full 
retirement. But, we are humbled and hon¬ 
ored by the privilege of serving God’s 
great Church in whatever way we are 
needed. 

So, dear friends, the mantle of 
Hutchinson to Harvey is almost passed. It 
will still be on my shoulders until August 
31. After that it will be fully upon Bishop 
Harvey’s shoulders. It will be a blessed 
transition I know and one that will contin¬ 
ue to serve the needs of the Louisiana 
Conference far into the future. I couldn’t 
be more pleased and excited for you! 

Thanks, once again, for providing love 
and grace for my leg of the journey. How 
beautiful it has been! 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


L.E.A.D. 2012 
Nov. 2-3, 2012 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Robert Bengston 

May 8, 2012 

Irene Davis 

May 8, 2012 

Doris Fay Hinnant Hine 

May 23, 2012 

Faye Blakely 

June 6, 2012 

Rev. Fred Shirley 

July 2, 2012 


An exciting leadership development opportunity! 
Sponsored by the Louisiana Conference 
Strengthening the Black Church Task Force 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, Louisiana 

Visit www.la-umc.org for additional information! 


Louisiana Conference MtJW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 
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527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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New Bishop, from page 1 

United Methodist clergy and laity, from the 
eight states that form the South Central 
Jurisdiction. Her four-year term of service 
begins Sept. 1. 

Harvey was endorsed for the episcopa¬ 
cy by the Jurisdictional Conference 
Women’s Leadership Team and affirmed 
by MARCHA (Methodists Associated 
Representing the Cause of Hispanic 
Americans), the denomination’s Hispanic 
caucus. She also was endorsed by the 
Nebraska Annual Conference delegation. 

Before leading UMCOR, she previous¬ 
ly was the director of missional excellence 
for the Texas Annual (regional) 

Conference. In that role, she initiated a 
partnership with the Cote d’Ivoire Annual 
Conference. She is fluent in Spanish as 
well as English. 

She also has previously served as exec¬ 
utive associate pastor of Memorial Drive 
United Methodist Church in Houston and 
associate pastor of Foundry United 
Methodist Church in Houston. She is a 
graduate of Southern Methodist 
University’s Perkins School of Theology. 

She is married to Dean Alan Harvey. 
Their daughter Elizabeth Grace Harvey, 

21, is a senior at Baylor University. 

In other business, South Central 
Jurisdictional Conference delegates on 
Thursday afternoon, July 19, overwhelm¬ 
ingly affirmed its episcopacy committee’s 
decision to compel Bishop W. Earl 
Bledsoe’s early retirement as bishop. 

Getting as much attention as the elec¬ 
tions, the disagreement between Bishop W. 
Earl Bledsoe of North Texas and the juris¬ 
dictional episcopacy committee was played 
out on center stage at the South Central 
conference. Earlier this year, the commit¬ 
tee had asked Bledsoe to retire, citing his 
administrative performance as a factor. 
After meeting with the committee, the 
bishop announced June 1 that he would 
retire, but then he changed course June 5 
and said he would fight for his job. He 
charged the committee with trying to force 
him out of office. 

In a hearing July 16-17, before the 
opening of the jurisdictional conference, 
the committee voted to place Bledsoe on 
involuntary retirement. On July 19, after 
hearing from both Bledsoe and committee 
chair Don House, the jurisdictional dele¬ 
gates affirmed the decision to remove 
Bledsoe in a 208-45 vote. 

Late in the evening of July 20, House 
announced that Bledsoe would be “placed 
in a retired position” as of Aug. 31. The 
decision came after consultation with the 
jurisdiction’s other bishops. Bledsoe would 
remain retired even if he appealed the rul¬ 
ing to the denomination’s top court, the 
Judicial Council, House said. The bishop, 
61, was elected to the episcopacy in 2008. 

In other action, the delegates approved 
joining the Kansas East, Kansas West and 
Nebraska conferences into the Great Plains 
Annual Conference, effective Jan. 1, 2014. 
The new Great Plains Episcopal Area is 
made up of the Kansas and Nebraska 
areas, which the South Central College of 
Bishops directed to merge to meet the 
General Conference mandate. The dele¬ 
gates also approved joining the Rio Grande 
and Southwest Texas conferences, by 
2016. 




Newly elected Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey is pictured, top, with Bishop Janice Huie (Texas area) and Bishop Jim Dorf (San Antonio 
area) during the South Central Jurisdictional Conference. Members of the Louisiana Delegation, middle, are shown hard at work at 
the conference. Bishop Harvey, wearing Mardi Gras beads, is shown in the bottom photo as she is greeted enthusiastically by the 
Louisiana Delegation during an area breakfast held July 21 in the Renaissance Hotel in Oklahoma City. For more coverage of the 
SCJ Conference, visit www.la-umc.org and click on the Facebook icon. 
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Rev. Leslie Stephens, pastor of Faith Crossing UMC in Denham Springs, is surrounded 
by members of her congregation during the church’s May 15 chartering service. The 
new start church is in the midst of a merger with nearby Friendship UMC, which will be 
the physical home for the new church to be known as Faith Crossing UMC at the 
Friendship campus. Renovations to the Friendship site, top right, include adding park¬ 
ing space. A church that focuses heavily on community outreach, Faith Crossing hosts 
food giveaways in the church parking lot. 



Churches strengthen through merger of Faith Crossing and Friendship UMCs 


Faith Crossing UMC in Denham 
Springs has met for the last three years in a 
4,000 square ft. warehouse off of Rushing 
Road. 

The lease for the warehouse was expir¬ 
ing in the summer of 2012, and the church 
was having difficulty finding more perma¬ 
nent facilities or land for Faith Crossing. 

“There was nowhere for us to go. We 
had put out several offers, but nothing 
materialized,” said Rev. Leslie Stephens, 
pastor. 

At the same time, Rev. Lewis Morris, 
pastor of Friendship UMC in Walker, was 
having important conversations with his 
congregation. Attendance had dwindled to 
about 15-20 people and finances were a 
major concern. 

Both churches needed solutions to their 
problems. 

This past spring, the two pastors met 
with conference leaders to discuss the pos¬ 
sibility of a merger between the congrega¬ 
tions. Faith Crossing, currently in central 
Denham Springs, and Friendship, located in 
north Walker, are only a 20-minute car 
drive apart. 

On July 1, members of Friendship UMC 
worshipped for the first time at Faith 


Crossing’s campus. “The church was 
packed tight. Children were running every¬ 
where. Friendship and Faith Crossing mem¬ 
bers, alike, knew this was God’s answer to 
our collective prayers,” said Rev. Stephens. 

Friendship UMC’s campus has been 
closed for the summer for renovations that 
include gutting and refmishing the 
Fellowship Hall, adding parking spaces, 
building a new playground, replacing car¬ 
pets in the sanctuary, and adding tv screens 
in the sanctuary for use in worship. The 
renovations were made possible through the 
use of 1000 Club handing and monies pro¬ 
vided through the conference Church 
Extension ministry. 

On Aug. 26, what is now known as 
Faith Crossing UMC at the Friendship 
Campus will have it’s first worship service 
at the remodeled facility in Walker. 

“This is a merger. Both congregations 
are coming together. All of these folks are 
part of Faith Crossing UMC at the 
Friendship campus,” said Rev. Stephens. 

The congregations of the two churches 
are melding together well, according to 
Rev. Stephens. “At Faith Crossing, the 
majority of our members were already very 
involved because as a new church, we 


needed everyone’s participation. 

Anonymity is not an option!,” she said with 
a laugh. 

Because the church is only several years 
old, there is no “long standing history” to 
get in the way of ministry, added Rev. 
Stephens. “There are no well established 
routines or cliques. Everyone at Faith 
Crossing can add their voice. Everyone 
belongs.” 

Appropriate to this non-traditional 
church’s approach, Faith Crossing actually 
got its start through a softball team in the 
community league. “Several members of 
the softball team joined the planting team 
when we got off the ground years ago. We 
still have our softball team, and it continues 
to serve as a great entry point to the 
church,” said Rev. Stephens. 

Faith Crossing UMC was chartered on 
May 15, 2012 with 150 professing mem¬ 
bers. 

Community outreach is very important 
to the mission of the church. Faith Crossing 
assists the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank 
by hosting food giveaways from the church 
parking lot. “The food provided to us were 
items that they were going to throw away. 
One of our church members who works for 


the food bank, found out about the extra 
items and made arrangements to set up the 
giveaways from our parking lot,” said Rev. 
Stephens. 

Faith Crossing’s community visibility is 
also assisted by members joining in Habitat 
work days, participating in events like the 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, hosting play dates 
in the park, Vacation Bible School and soc¬ 
cer teams. And of course, a softball team! 

Although the merging congregation will 
begin its new life in Walker this August, the 
church will continue to look for property in 
south Denham Springs. “It was always our 
plan to add a United Methodist presence to 
this part of the city. If we can find the right 
home, that campus could possibly be 
known as Faith Crossing UMC in Denham 
Springs. We may actually wind up with a 
multi-campus approach,” said Rev. 
Stephens. 

Ironically, Faith Crossing’s church par¬ 
sonage has always been located right across 
the street from Friendship UMC’s campus. 
“Some have teased me about that coinci¬ 
dence. And no, I didn’t plan it this way,” 
she laughed. “Every step of the way, we 
have been awed by God’s leading in bring¬ 
ing our congregations to this point.” 
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Abbeville 


UMC organizes community Vacation Bible School 




Through its recent participation in an 
interfaith community Vacation Bible 
School, Abbeville United Methodist 
Church has learned the value of tapping 
into existing resources. 

It all got started when Rev. John Vining, 
pastor, got the church involved in the 
Louisiana Conference-sponsored Town and 
Country Academy. 

Focusing on excellence in ministry for 
rural churches, the Academy got its start 
when the United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana secured funding through a spe¬ 
cial gift from a donor with a passion for 
rural church ministry. The Conference 
Office of Church Extension and 
Transformation designed the Academy and 
welcomed the first class of pastors and laity 
to Academy Session One in January of 

2010. Nine churches completed the first 
wave of the Academy in September of 

2011. 

Abbeville UMC was among the latest 
group of local churches to enter the pro¬ 
gram. 

A key focus of Academy training is to 
equip pastors and laity to excel in evangel¬ 
ism and community service. 

It took little time for the church to find 
the perfect community outreach opportuni¬ 
ty- 

The Abbeville area has a significant 
population of underserved children who 
need involvement, resources and connec¬ 
tion to caring individuals. 


Rev. Vining’s involvement in an inter¬ 
faith prayer group of area pastors provided 
a connection to other churches with which 
Abbeville UMC could collaborate. 

Briggs UMC in Abbeville was the site 
of the Learning for Life Center , an after¬ 
school tutoring and feeding program for 
underserved area children. 

Rev. Vining had become friends with 
Pastor Layne Payne of New Life Church 
through the ecumenical prayer group. The 
two brainstormed and came up with the 
concept of a community Vacation Bible 
School. 

“Like any good United Methodist 
church, we knew how to run an effective 
VBS. With our contacts at the the learning 
center at Briggs UMC, we had the perfect 
way to recruit the children we wanted to 
serve,” said Rev. Vining. 

Rev. Payne rallied his congregation, 
providing a number of volunteers to work 
with Abbeville UMC members in running 
the school. “Donations and volunteers 
came not only from our two churches, but 
from the congregations represented in our 
interfaith prayer group,” he added. 

Working side by side with volunteers 
from other area churches was an “amazing” 
experience, said Rev. Vining. “The way the 
volunteers got in and melded together was 
just amazing. In every work group, we 
intentionally put one Abbeville member 
and one New Life member together as 
leaders.” 



Abbeville UMC recently participated in 
a community Vacation Bible School 
targeting underserved children in the 
community. Pictured clockwise, start¬ 
ing left, the group of more than 100 
children and volunteers is shown dur¬ 
ing the VBS held in the gymnasiam of 
the community’s ‘bid” Herod School. 
The children enjoyed numerous craft 
sessions assisted by church volun¬ 
teers. Top right, VBS participants gath¬ 
ered every morning in the gym for 
songs and activities. Two adorable 
VBS participants hug one of the many 
church volunteers that put on the com¬ 
munity based event. The VBS began 
as an outreach event planned by 
Abbeville UMC through the Town and 
Country Academy. 



Community help came from unexpected 
places. 

Brandon Mitchell, former defensive 
tackle for the New England Patriots and 
area resident, served as a valuable advisor 
and volunteer on the project. 

Rev. Vining explained that Brandon is 
greatly admired by and has a strong con¬ 
nection to area youth. 

Mitchell’s advise to the VBS planning 
committee was an eye opener for many of 
its members. “Many of the children we 
were targeting came from African 
American families. Brandon cautioned our 
group, which was largely white, that our 
attitudes needed to be ‘correct’ as we 
approached these children. We were 
reminded that we should exhibit humility 
in everything we would do for these 
deserving kids and to respect their culture,” 
said Rev. Vining, adding that at that 
moment, some volunteers on the committee 
were moved to tears. 

“We were struck by the power of certain 
revelations, and we realized that the VBS 
was no longer just a community project. It 
was more than Abbeville UMC’s fulfill¬ 
ment of Town and Country requirements. It 
was a God thing, and we knew that we 
were learning things we might not have 
realized before,” he said. 

Kay Wilson, director of the learning 
center, was an essential resource by identi¬ 
fying and inviting the children whom the 
churches wanted to recruit for the VBS. 


“Kay did a great job. We wound up with at 
least 100 children over the week’s time,” 
said Rev. Vining. 

The week-long event ended Saturday, 
July 14 with a community “fun day” 
attended by close to 400 people. 

VBS classes were held in the “old” 
Herod’s School located in one of the areas 
of Abbeville close to the target group of 
children. The “hm day” was held in a near¬ 
by park where children enjoyed playing in 
inflatible jumpers, face painting, games and 
jambalaya for themselves and community 
members. 

“Because the learning center is involved 
in a feeding program for kids, we were able 
to offer the children breakfast and lunch,” 
said Rev. Vining. 

As a take-home, the children were given 
bracelets printed with the words “Hebrews 
11:1” and “Faith.” Each participant was 
also presented with their own copy of a 
Bible. 

Rev. Vining and his congregation have 
been moved by the impact of this interfaith, 
community project. “Overwhelmingly, the 
parents of the kids talked about how good 
VBS was and how much the children 
learned. Our volunteers had a sense of awe 
and amazement at what God had done to 
bring it together. Everything went so 
smoothly.” 
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Churches use Pinterest 
to promote ministries, 
attract seekers 

The number of U.S. adults using social 
networking sites has nearly doubled since 
2008, according to the Pew Research 
Center. 

Of those surveyed in late 2010 through 
the center’s Internet and American Life 
Project, 79 percent said they use the 
Internet and nearly half said they use at 
least one social networking site. 

Many United Methodist churches are 
paying attention to that trend and using 
social media sites like Twitter and 
Facebook to reach new people. Now, some 
are adding Pinterest to the list. 

’’The whole cliche, 4 A picture is worth a 
thousand words,'... that's how Pinterest is 
functioning," said the Rev. Janet Grissett, 
pastor at Melrose United Methodist 
Church in Lottsburg, Va. 

Melrose — which averages about 92 in 
worship and is located in a small, rural 
community — began using Pinterest as 
another tool to "spread the word about not 
only our church, but about what The 
United Methodist Church is doing," 

Grissett said. 

"Right now, we're looking for mostly 
quotes or (images of) other United 
Methodist events or churches or charity 
organizations associated with The United 
Methodist Church — also the ministries 
we're doing as a church," she said. "We 
just look for images that might move 
somebody. ... And we put it up there." 

"Putting it up there" means setting up a 
free account at www.pinterest.com and 
then pinning photos or images to virtual 
bulletin boards. Users pin their own 
images or ones taken from other sites, 
crediting the source, and create as many 
pinboards as they like. Each has a particu¬ 
lar topic. Brief captions or explanations 
can include a link for more information. A 
main page lists all the boards created by a 
user and links to a user's website, 

Facebook page and Twitter feed. 

Grisset's church has 13 boards. Topics 
include worship, thoughts on church and 
the Bible. 

The goal is to have people follow the 
boards and re-pin images from them onto 
other sites, such as Facebook. 

If followers "see something that moves 
them in a powerful way or a particular 
way, they can click on it and find out 
more," Grissett said. 

The Melrose church has Facebook and 
Twitter accounts, but Grissett says 
Pinterest's focus is different. "When you go 
to our board, you don't see words, you see 
images," she said. "We are looking for 
images that can draw someone's attention 
and perhaps speak to them in a way a 
Facebook status or Twitter status can't." 

Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
near Atlanta is using Pinterest to highlight 
its mission projects. It now has boards 
focusing on Scripture and its work with 
Habitat for Humanity. More boards will be 
added as mission events are completed. 



EARLY RESPONSE TRAINING 


ERT 


SATURDAY, August 11, 8:30 AM—5:00 PM 
Registration $35.00 

(includes meal, background check, snacks and materials) 

FUMC Denham Springs, LA 

316 Centerville NW 

Think Volunteer Fire Department: If you are willing to skip 
your grandchild's birthday party when another community 
is hit by disaster...come to this training. 

For registration visit www.la-umc.org 


ERT—EARLY RESPONSE TEAM Training 

Not a first response group of emergency workers nor a recovery rebuild or repair team: ERTs fill a specific need in the early days 
after a disaster to establish the presence of the church. Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by those selected by the com munity 
to command the response, but no task is more important that the purpose of ERT. Teams provide a Christian presence-not a TASK, 
however it may be the most important thing a team can do. The team takes further steps to prevent damage to a family's personal 
property: tarping, debris removal, cleaning out of flooded homes. The team may be asked to manage donated materials or other 
tasks deemed necessary by the community. Some teams form to observe the needs of survivors and report these to local opera¬ 
tions. Each team is to be part of the caring ministry of "listeners" who help survivors begin to heal. Team members must realize 
that some work on damaged homes may, in fact, jeopardize the survivor's eligibility for greater assistance. Teams and team mem¬ 
bers must pledge to be part of the solution and not become the problem, to join in the response rather than initiate their own de¬ 
sires. ERT team members must also be able to respond much like a Volunteer Fire Department which means putting personal and 
family plans on hold when the call to respond comes your way. 


Churches with Pension and Health Insurance Billing Arrearages as of End of 2011 


Church Name 

Pastor 

Benefit Type 

Balance 

Belle Rose St. James [AC] 

Elva Jacobs 

Pension 

$5,043.68 

Mallilieu, St. Martinville [AC] 

Eugene James Anthony Hebert 

Pension 

$4,994.44 

Mallilieu, St. Martinville [AC] 

Eugene James Anthony Hebert 

Medical 

$6,089.00 

Total for Mallilieu, St. Martinville 



$11,083.44 

Maringouin, St. Peter [AC] 

Emmett Collins 

Pension 

$3,568.53 

Pineville, Wesley UMC [AL] 

James E Ray Sr. 

Pension 

$3,668.16 

Pineville, Wesley UMC [AL] 

James E Ray Sr. 

Medical 

$4,175.00 

$7,843.16 

Jordan [BR] 

Davis W. Clark 

Pension 

$2,903.00 

Jordan [BR] 

Davis W. Clark 

Medical 

$1,930.00 

Total for Jordan 



$4,833.00 

Baskin [MN] 

Mary Ann Collie 

Pension 

$306.00 

Little Creek [MN] 

Samuel Dana Thrash 

Pension 

$117.87 

St. Paul [MN] 

Jackie Holmes 

Pension 

$367.20 

St. Peter [MN] 

Sonia D. Gee 

Pension 

$100.70 

Laharpe Thompson [NO] 

William L. Jones Sr. 

Pension 

$12,402.81 

Laharpe Thompson [NO] 

Ronald James Southall 

Pension 

$747.99 

Laharpe Thompson [NO] 

William L. Jones Sr. 

Medical 

$20,528.50 

Total for Laharpe Thompson 



$33,679.30 

Williams Ross [NO] 

Dale Branch 

Pension 

$936.37 

Fairfield [SH] 

Joe.D. Connelly 

Pension 

$4,686.42 

Fairfield [SH] 

Joe D. Connelly 

Medical 

$627.84 

Total for Fairfield 



$5,314.36 

McDonald [SH] 

Linda B. Gatlin 

Pension 

$221.23 

Bon Chest [SH] 

Oscar E. Player 

Medical 

$3,341.80 



Grand Total 

$76,756.64 
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Dos and don’ts for welcoming visitors without smothering 


We all want to welcome new visitors. 
Our brand promise - “Open hearts. Open 
minds. Open doors.” - is our commitment 
to maintain a welcoming lifestyle in our 
churches. However, there is a fine line 
between being friendly and solicitous and 
invading newcomers 4 space. Here are some 
ways to reach out and some dos and don’ts 
when welcoming visitors. 

DON’T assume a curry chicken casse¬ 
role or fudge brownies will delight every¬ 
one. 

DO be aware that many people have 
different food preferences and even food 
allergies. Even offerings that sound neutral, 
like homemade bread, may be a bad idea 
due to gluten allergies. Think outside the 
box; consider taking a mug with your 
church’s logo on it—stuffed with teabags 
or a special coffee packet and an issue of 
The Upper Room daily devotional guide. 
Another great offering may be a refrigera¬ 
tor magnet with your church’s phone num¬ 
ber, address, Facebook address, website, 
and Twitter account. 

DON’T forget practical manners. They 
never go out of style. 

DO keep the trip to a visitor’s home 
short and sweet. If you are bringing some¬ 
thing, simply say “thanks for visiting” and 


leave the gift. Don’t expect an invitation to 
come inside. Call before coming, if possi¬ 
ble, and keep the visit brief. 

DON’T assume one communication 
method fits all. Posting the potluck dinner 
only on Facebook may mean people who 
rarely check their Facebook account won’t 
see it. On the other hand, someone con¬ 
stantly hooked up to technology may just 
toss a printed envelope. 

DO ask visitors how they prefer to 
receive information about events and news. 
Encourage them to follow your Twitter 
feed and like your Facebook page. Ask 
them if they like to get text announce¬ 
ments. 

DON’T assume a visitor who may not 
be a regular churchgoer knows terms like 
Advent. Also, don’t assume a visitor even 
understands what it means when United 
Methodists say that Holy Communion is 
open to everyone. 

DO make it easy for newcomers to find 
answers to questions. For instance, instead 
of saying, “Your daughter might enjoy 
UMYF;” say “Your daughter might enjoy 
our Sunday evening youth fellowship, 
which we call UMYF.” 

DON’T take it personally if a family 
visits for weeks or even months without 


joining. You don’t know what is happening 
in their lives and their faith journey, so 
don’t be pushy. 

DO understand that part of being a wel¬ 
coming congregation means being patient. 
Be friendly and helpful. Fet visitors know 
they are welcome at the level of involve¬ 
ment where they are most comfortable. 

DON’T assume that one welcoming 
method fits all. Some visitors — especially 
older ones — might enjoy a phone call, 
while a busy family might consider it a 
nuisance. 

DO announce in church that your con¬ 
gregation likes to reach out to visitors. Ask 
them to note on the registration pad if they 
prefer phone calls to home visits or email 
to snail mail. Reassure visitors from the 
pulpit that you do not intend to drop by 
unannounced. 

DON’T put all the responsibility on the 
shoulders of the head greeter. 

DO enlist your congregants’ help in 
making visitors feel welcome through 
handshakes, smiles and light conversation 
in the pew. 

United Methodist Communications 
offers an online Welcoming Ministry 
course. 


Seven practical 
elements of welcoming 

SUMMARY: Creating a welcom¬ 
ing and hospitable climate in your 
church begins at the parking lot and 
continues into the heart of the congre¬ 
gation. The ministry of welcoming is 
the responsibility of the entire church 
family, not of a committee or a few 
volunteers. To create a lifestyle of 
welcoming in your congregation, 
remember these seven practical ele¬ 
ments. 

1. Display visible, clear and con¬ 
cise signs that a first-time visitor can 
easily understand and follow. Team 
how to improve your welcome to visi¬ 
tors by completing the “Comfort 
Checklist.” 

2. Station greeters at all building 
entrances, not just the sanctuary. 
Prepare greeters for their role by shar¬ 
ing “Guidelines for Greeters.” 

3. Train ushers to be your worship 
“hosts” (not gatekeepers). Feam more 
about preparing ushers for their role 
by sharing “Guidelines for Ushers.” 

4. The congregation is even more 
influential than the greeters and ushers 
in creating a welcoming climate. 
Prepare church members for their role 
by sharing the “Welcoming Tips” 
sheet. 

5. Offer cues and aids during wor¬ 
ship. Never assume people know what 
you know! Discover how to make 
worship more welcoming with a 
“WOW! Worship of Welcoming” 
training session. 

6. Invite people to stay for social 
time and announce where to find the 
coffee! Feam more about ways to 
invite people by using the “Inviting 
Practice” sheet. 

7. Remember to say “thank you for 
coming” and “we hope to see you 
again.” Discover more welcoming 
skills by reviewing the “Ideas That 
Show We Care” sheet. 

Order the new Welcoming Ministry 
Training Manual and Planning 
Handbook with all of these handouts, 
13 training sessions and a companion 
DVD for $39.95. 

To leam more about developing a 
welcoming ministry in your congrega¬ 
tion, visit umcom.org/welcoming. 


Open hearts 
Open minds 
Open doors 
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St. Mark UMC 


celebrates 123rd anniversary, members aged 90 plus 


St. Mark United Methodist Church 
(6217 Glen Oaks Drive) in Baton Rouge 
will celebrate 123 years of ministry Aug. 

19 at 3 p.m. Rev. Dr. Joe Connelly, pastor 
of Wesley UMC in Baton Rouge, will 
serve as guest speaker for the event. 

St. Mark’s rich history began when 
Methodist preachers first established a mis¬ 
sion at a private house in Pete’s Alley. 

They mission subsequently moved to 
North Boulevard and then to Lucy Street. 
Ultimately, St. Mark Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized. 

In 1968, the church became St. Mark 
United Methodist Church. Rev. W. T. 
Handy, Jr., former pastor of St. Mark 
UMC, would eventually be elected as a 
United Methodist bishop. 

Under the leadership of current pastor 
Rev. Derrick Hills, the church continues to 
move forward in ministry, “making disci¬ 
ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.” 

During the Aug. 19 event, St. Mark 
UMC will celebrate the lives and min¬ 
istries of eight members over the age of 
90. They include Mildred Bowie, 96; 
Elouise Williamson, 95; Doris Thompson, 
94; Eleanor Miles, 94; Mary Taylor, 93; 
Alice Stepter, 92; Mabel Jackson, 93; Ruth 
Ella Lans Meyer, 90; and Vertlee 
Washington. Here are a few interesting 
facts about each of these special women. 

Mildred still drives herself to church, 
the bowling alley and the grocery store. A 
retired public school teacher, she is listed 
on the cornerstone of the church building. 

Elouise joined St. Mark in 1952 under 
the pastorate of the late Rev. John 
McCrory. She is the daughter of the late 
Rev. H. D. Lewis. 

Doris is also the daughter of a minister. 
At 2 p.m. each day, she reads scripture and 
the Upper Room daily devotional. She is a 
retired public school teacher. 

Eleanor is the youngest of 10 children. 
She said she is grateful that the Lord gave 
her the health and strength to take care of 
her four sisters. Married to a minister, she 
served wherever she was needed. 

Mary remembers when St. Mark first 
started near the comer of Laurel and Main 
Streets in an area known as Pete’s Alley. 
When the church was located at the 
Convention Street location, she sold the 
Upper Room and served as an usher. 

Alice, one of 14 children, joined St. 
Mark when the church was pastored by 
Rev. W. T. Handy. 

Mabel, an active member of the com¬ 
munity, she participated in the civil rights 
movement and was involved with the bus 
boycotts during the 1960’s. Mabel provid¬ 
ed transportation to members of the com¬ 
munity to and from work so they would 
not have to ride public buses. 

Ruth worked in the East Baton Rouge 
Parish school system and retired in 
December of 1981. She joined St. Mark 
Methodist Church in the 1950’s. 

Vertlee was a native and lifelong resi¬ 
dent of New Orleans until Hurricane 
Katrina stmck the city. She is now an 
active member of St. Mark. She was an 
active member of Brooks UMC before she 
affiliated with St. Mark UMC. 





Pictured left to right, top row, 
are Mildred Bowie, Mabel 
Jackson, Eleanor Miles, Ruth 
Myers, Mary Taylor, Doris 
Thompson and Elouise 
Williams. All of these women 
are over the age of 90 and are 
active members of St. Mark 
UMC in Baton Rouge. The 
congregation is celebrating its 
123rd anniversary on Aug. 19 
at 3 p.m. at the church, locat¬ 
ed at 6217 Glen Oaks Drive. 
Vertlee Washington is not pic¬ 
tured. 
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Between the ages of 
76 and 86? 

Want dependable income? 

You can receive 6% to 8%- for the rest of your 
life! Lock in your rate today! 


Age 

Payout Rate 

Annual Income* 

76 

6.0% 

$600 

77 

6.2% 

$620 

78 

6.4% 

$640 

79 

6.6% 

$660 

80 

6.8% 

$680 

81 

7.0% 

$700 

82 

7.2% 

$720 

83 

7.4% 

$740 

84 

7.6% 

$760 

85 

7.8% 

$780 

86 

8.0% 

$800 


Help yourself and your church. 

Contact us to learn more about 
Charitable Gift Annuities. 

*Current Single Life Rate for a $10,000 gift 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 










































Free webinar 
How Adults Learn: 

The Emotional 
Aspect of Learning 

Aug. 28 at 6:30 p.m. 
Led by Carol Krau 
General Board of 
Discipleship 
http://goo.gl/20tbE. 
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2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run slated March 2 statewide 


Organizers have begun planning the 
2013 Louisiana Skeeter Run, setting the 
date for next year’s event as Saturday, 
March 2, 2013! 

This year’s event exceeded expectations 
with more than 2,000 volunteers, runners 
and walkers participating in the 5K/Fun 
Run held in eight cities throughout the 


Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Over $60,000 was raised for Imagine 
No Malaria , a global initiative of The 
United Methodist Church focused on the 
elimination of malaria. 

Gary Merrifield, member of University 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
and this year’s Skeeter Run chair, promises 


that the 2013 run/walk will be even bigger! 

“We’re planning after-event parties with 
music and food at each race site. The com¬ 
mittee will definitely build on the success 
of the first run!,” said Merrifield. 

More information on the event will be 
coming soon. Questions: Contact Betty 
Backstrom at (225) 346-1646. 


Teacher in Tanzania 



Centenary alumna Christine Cumming ‘11 is shown with some of her music students at the Wesley Primary School in 
Morogoro, Tanzania. Cumming had recently served as a missionary in Morogoro, but felt a strong calling to return and 
finish the job she began. The Centenary graduate was accepted into graduate school and already enrolled in classes 
when she decided to forego admission for this fall and return to the work in Tanzania to which she felt a calling. 


Alumna postpones graduate school for mission work 


BYDENA PRUETT, CENTENARY COLLEGE EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS 

SHREVEPORT, LA — Centenary 
alumna Christine Cumming ‘ 11 was 
accepted into graduate school and already 
enrolled in classes when she decided to 
forego admission for the coming fall 
semester. Cumming had recently served 
as a missionary in Morogoro, Tanzania, 
but felt a strong calling to return and fin¬ 
ish the job she began. 

Having since returned, she has contin¬ 
ued teaching English and helping out 
with the music program for 70 students 


in grades 5-7 at Wesley Primary School. 

“Participating in this mission is one of 
the most moving and eye opening experi¬ 
ences of my life,” said Cumming. 
“Although foregoing admission to gradu¬ 
ate school is a tough decision, I know 
that this is the right one for me and for 
the students of Morogoro’s Wesley 
Primary School. Now that I know what’s 
here and what I have to work with, it has 
been easier to develop some goals for 
myself.” 

Part of Cumming’s work at the school 
involves preparing students for the 


National Exams at the end of seventh 
grade. The exam determines whether stu¬ 
dents can attend a government secondary 
school or will have to apply to private 
school. As private school is too expensive 
for many Morogoro students, those who 
do not achieve high scores typically do 
not attend secondary school. 

Christine has always had an interest in 
helping others. While attending 
Centenary, she created March of the Maji 
to raise funds for the 410 Bridge Project 
and worked with Invisible Children, 

See Centenary Grad, page 3 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Four “E V’ and Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, her 
husband Dean, and daughter Elizabeth 
were all here a couple of days this week 
for their introductory visit to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. We had 
two full days of introductions to staff, 
meeting with the Appointive Cabinet, vis¬ 
iting the Episcopal residence, eating some 
great Louisiana food, seeing some of the 
area around the residence and even a visit 
to Mike the Tiger! There is yet so much 
more to see and experience, but that little 
smattering of our special way of life whet¬ 
ted the Harveys’ appetites enough to make 
them return to Houston with hearts on fire 
for bayous and Bengals (and Green 
Waves, Bulldogs, Gents, Lady Gents, 
Wildcats, Ragin’ Cajuns, etc.). 

I learned several things about Bishop 
Harvey in my personal visits with her, but 
at least four “E’s” come immediately to 
my mind. She is “Eager.” She said to 
me on her departure, “Well, I am eager to 
get here and get started. This visit has 
been great and makes we realize just how 
fortunate I am to be coming to 
Louisiana!” I couldn’t agree more! This 
is a GREAT Conference and one that 
deserves a great leader! When I look 
around our Connection and when I visit 
with other Bishops across the United 
States, it becomes more and more appar¬ 
ent that we have a great strength of faith 
commitment, mission outreach, and will¬ 
ingness to do whatever is necessary to 


advance the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. In addi¬ 
tion to that, we have 
the GREATEST peo¬ 
ple in all the world 
right here in the 
Pelican state! I totally 
understand why she is 
EAGER to come. 

She is 

“Enthusiastic” about 
what we are doing as 
an Annual Conference. 
I introduced her once again to the District 
Superintendents and left them to visit for 
what was to be an hour. Two hours later 
she emerged from the Cabinet Room with 
Don Cottrill and I heard her first com¬ 
ment, “That was GREAT!” Don’s 
response was, “Yes, it was great.” When 
they reached the door of my office her 
face was beaming with enthusiasm. She 
spoke of the meaningful dialogue they 
had just enjoyed and of the many chal¬ 
lenging and meaningful things that were 
being done by the Cabinet and by the 
Conference. Her eyes virtually twinkled 
as she smiled at me and said something to 
the effect of, “This is going to be a won¬ 
derful assignment for me.” Yes, Bishop 
Harvey, it will!! 

She is “Exciting” to be around. Her 
“Enthusiasm” isn’t just for herself. It is 
translated into an invitation to others to 
join in the forward movement and is 


transforming for the onlooker who isn’t 
sure she/he wants to get fully immersed, 
and yet can’t help herself/himself when 
that spark of excitement for what may be 
begins to catch hold. Vision is always 
that way. It calls us from our complacent 
surroundings into an intentional involve¬ 
ment of ourselves in the challenges ahead. 
One thing I learned about Bishop Harvey 
was that she can voice her vision in such a 
way that it is exciting to hear and makes 
you want to get on board. I’d sign up for 
her band wagon! Just give me a pen and 
paper and I’d be all in! 

And she is “Engaging.” Your mind 
doesn’t drift much when you are in a con¬ 
versation with Bishop Harvey. She can 
engage you with her poignant and pointed 
questions that push just the right buttons. 
She can engage you with her personal sto¬ 
ries of her own life and how she became a 
person of faith and practice. She will 
fully engage you when she shares about 
UMCOR (of which she has been the 
Executive Director) and the work of The 
United Methodist Church all around the 
world, and the lives that are being 
changed and that are changing others 
through this marvelous ministry. She is 
engaging in every conversation she has 
because she is a person of integrity, of 
insight, of foresight, and of seriousness. 
She can engage you in a conversation 
about sports of most any kind, about 
world politics, about national concerns, 


and, most of all, about faith in Jesus 
Christ. And you never tire of what she 
has to offer to the conversation because 
her remarks are salient and substantive. 
She’s going to make all interchanges 
about how to make Disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world 
exciting and probing indeed! 

Now, I just can’t wait for her to meet 
YOU! When she fully engages the people 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference she is 
going to find a wealth of Christian love, 
grace and charm as well as a gracious 
offering of hearts, souls, minds, and spirits 
to the melting and molding love of God. 
And when that meeting happens, I pray 
there will be sparks leading to the flame 
of the Holy Spirit that will lift the 
Louisiana Annual Conference to new 
heights in prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness until the prayer of Jesus is the 
prayer on your lips when you arise each 
day - “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be 
done on Earth as it is in Heaven.” May it 
be so. And when it is, the Journey will be 
ever sweeter until at last we all come to 
the foot of that magnificent throne that 
holds the King of Glory before whom we 
cast our golden crowns beside the glassy 
sea. What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 
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Youth ministry must be top priority for every United Methodist church 


According to Rev. Ed Fashbaugh, 
author of Creating an Authentic Youth 
Ministry, “teen empowerment” is more 
than just putting young people on the 
church council. Empowerment is guiding 
teens in their own faith formation and 
allowing them to awaken to God’s presence 
and call in their lives. 

Rev. Fashbaugh also advocates the idea 
that healthy youth ministry understands the 
difference between youth activity and 
youth ministry. Just keeping kids “busy” is 
simply not enough. 

Jodie Harper, Louisiana Conference 
director of Youth Ministry, concurs with 
Fashbaugh’s philosophy. “Helping our 
youth grow in their faith and assisting them 
on their spiritual journey . . . this is the 
most important job of the church today.” 

It may sound trite to some, but youth lit¬ 
erally are the future of the church. Local 
church youth groups, district-wide min¬ 
istries and conference sponsored events and 
retreats are the main vehicles through 
which teens access opportunities for spiri¬ 
tual growth so that they can become the 
church leaders of tomorrow. 

Having a healthy youth ministry in any 
local church requires high involvement 
from committed and growing adults. 

“People often shy away from volunteer¬ 
ing for their local church, district or confer¬ 
ence youth ministries because they don’t 
feel qualified or able to work with teens. 
Honestly, there is a task for every person 
and every personality,” said Harper. 
“Parents can serve as counselors in their 
local church. They can be chaperones or 
drivers for local, district or conference 


events. They can serve as district youth 
coordinators or associate coordinators. 
Volunteers are needed to offer secretarial 
assistance by making copies and nametags 
or by preparing packets for district or con¬ 
ference events. There is a job for every car¬ 
ing adult that believes in providing strong, 
meaningful youth ministry.” 

Folks hoping to volunteer as district 
level coordinators or associate coordinators 
should contact their district superintendent, 
according to Harper. Those interested in 
helping with secretarial jobs should also 
contact their district. Or, if wishing to help 
with conference events, contact Harper at 
(225) 346-1646 orjodieharper@la-umc.org 

District and conference event coordina¬ 
tors are also looking for local church praise 
bands or Wesley Foundation bands to pro¬ 
vide music, and are also looking for 
engaged speakers. 

“Every church in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference should have two youth and one 
adult attending District Council on Youth 
Ministry (DCYM) meetings. Unfortunately, 
most churches are not doing this. To 
engage your church in DCYM meetings, 
contact your district youth coordinator 
through your district office,” said Harper. 

Each DCYM is responsible for planning 
district youth events. From the DCYM, the 
Conference Council on Youth Ministry 
(CCYM) representatives are elected. 

The CCYM plans and facilitates confer¬ 
ence events. Members of the CCYM 
receive leadership training and training on 
leading small groups. They focus on spiri¬ 
tual formation. They are the core group 
responsible for making decisions regarding 


conference youth ministry. CCYM mem¬ 
bers decide which applicants to award 
grant money from the Youth Service Fund. 
“Serving on CCYM is an amazing opportu¬ 
nity for personal and spiritual growth with 
a heavy dose of leadership development,” 
said Harper. 

Louisiana’s youth do an outstanding job 
of developing, planning and leading confer¬ 
ence youth ministry, according to Harper. 
But it takes adults working behind the 
scenes to support them in their efforts! 

“More and more of the work of the 
CCYM is going to be placed in the hands 
of the districts and local churches. So we 
need everyone’s help,” said Harper. 

She added that adults working with 
youth should possess the following charac¬ 
teristics: patience, flexibility, a sense of 
humor, and a loving manner. 

“As adults working with youth, we 
empower the teens to make decisions in 
planning and implementing every confer¬ 
ence event. Adults do not lead. They are 
there to help by answering questions, 
assisting with evaluation, and to help if 
there is an emergency. Workers with youth 
must always remember— This is not chil¬ 
dren’s ministry. We are leading our youth 
toward self reliance,” said Harper. 

Rev. Tom Dolph, Harper’s predecessor 
in the Youth Ministry position, gave her 
this advise: “Don’t forget to sit back, enjoy 
and watch for God.” 

“If I’ve done my job correctly and 
trained the youth properly, then they will 
know what to do,” said Harper.. 

Through healthy youth ministry, partici¬ 
pants receive the extra bonus of a bolstered 


self esteem. “The kids have such a sense of 
accomplishment. They can say, ‘Look what 
I did with and for God. I’ve seen introvert¬ 
ed kids literally blossom,” said Harper. 

District-wide and conference-wide 
youth events provide an opportunity for 
“connectionalism” within and among our 
conference churches, she added. “The kids 
who have been active in conference min¬ 
istries or CCYM always say that they con¬ 
stantly run into friends they have made 
when they travel to other churches, or 
when they ultimately go to college. They 
stay connected through social media.” 

In addition to expanded friendships, 
conference and district youth events pro¬ 
vide churches with ready made opportuni¬ 
ties for local church youth programs. 
“Churches don’t have to go to the expense 
of creating events. All of the leading and 
teaching is done. Parents and counselors 
just need to provide transportation and 
chaperones,” said Harper. 

The Louisiana Conference CCYM has 
recognized that event prices need to be 
kept affordable and more opportunities 
need to be presented to decrease the travel 
time for some local churches. Youth minis¬ 
ters, counselors and parents are encouraged 
to include planned conference events in 
their local church activities calendar. 

This year’s theme is Faithbook using 
Luke 10:27 as the scripture—focusing on 
learning how to love God with all our 
hearts, souls, minds and strength. Listed 
below are the events that are available for 
any youth in our conference throughout the 

See Youth Ministry, page 8 
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Centenary Grad, from page i 

which helps build refugee camps in 
Uganda. These experiences combined 
with others helped Cumming develop 
invaluable leadership skills. 

“During my time at Centenary, I had 
many leadership opportunities,” said 
Christine. “I led Centenary Women 
United Bible Study for three years and 
served as treasurer and president of 
Sigma Alpha Iota. These opportunities 
helped me build my confidence and 
grow into a well-organized, strong per¬ 
son, who is not afraid to take on chal¬ 
lenges. Living and teaching in Tanzania 
is quite the challenge but totally worth 
it!” 

Asked what called her to return to 


Tanzania, Christine answered: 

“It is kind of a culmination of the 
whole experience. There are many days at 
the school where I just know that I’m 
doing what I need to be doing. When I am 
walking around—even though I stand out 
like a sore thumb—I just get this feeling 
inside that I belong here.” 

Christine is maintaining a blog, 
Tanzania Adventure in Missions , detailing 
her current work. She also continues to 
raise funds to cover the costs of her mis¬ 
sion work. 

Editor’s Note: Christine is a member 
of St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC in 
Mandeville, La. The church is providing 
partial financial support for Christine’s 
ministry in Tanzania. 
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St. Paul UMC, Jeanerette and Asbury UMC, Franklin focus on mission 



St. Paul United Methodist Church of Jeanerette and Asbury UMCof Franklin held a special joint misssion workshop Aug. 4 for youth from the age of 14 through col¬ 
lege. The theme for the “Day of Service” was “I Can’t Live Without Him.” The event included preparing a meal to serve members of the community, worship, meeting 
new friends and fun activities. “We want our youth to understand the importance of serving others,” said Rev. Darrel Briggs, Sr., pastor. 


Squyres UMC - Ragley 



Squyres United Methodist Church host¬ 
ed the HUNGER BITES! Walk-A-Thon on 
July 14 benefitting the South Beauregard 
Elementary School Knight-Packs program. 
The event, which drew more than 130 par¬ 
ticipants, also served as Squyres’ Town and 
Country community service and outreach 
event. 

The Knight-Packs program began when 
church members and area school teachers 


saw the needs of hungry school children in 
the Ragley-Longville area. Inspired by 
other area feeding programs, organizers 
planned to send home a backpack filled 
with food each weekend during the school 
year. The original goal for the Knight Pack 
program was $6,000, which would feed 30 
children. To date, Squyres has raised over 
$10,000, with $2,000 of the funding com¬ 
ing from walk-a-thon proceeds! 



Wesley UMC - DeRidder 


Wesley United Methodist Church in 
DeRidder completed its second year of a 
neighborhood summer feeding program for 
approximately 20 children. 

Located in an economically struggling 
neighborhood, Wesley was challenged by 
Rev. Steven Spurlock, Lake Charles 
District Superintendent, to find a mission 
that would make a difference in the com¬ 
munity in 2011. Monica Bailey, church 
member and a teacher at Rosepine 
Elementary, brought her love of children 
and food to the table and created Wesley’s 
summer feeding program for kids and fam¬ 
ilies Monday, Wednesday and Friday dur¬ 


ing the summer. The church fed an aver¬ 
age of 20 this summer, but the real story is 
not the numbers. The real story is the con¬ 
nections built and relationships grown. In 
2012, the program grew through arts and 
crafts, singing and a true love for Jesus 
Christ. Member, Mary Wells, a talented 
and artistic woman, with a kind spirit and 
true love for children, created activities for 
the children. Through food, Christian fel¬ 
lowship and fun, Wesley United Methodist 
Church was blessed by the neighborhood 
summer feeding program. The church 
looks forward to next year. 


St. Charles UMC, Destrahan sponsors 9.1 IK fun run, walk and bike 


St. Charles United Methodist Church 
in Destrahan, 1905 Ormond Blvd., is 
sponsoring its third annual 9.1 IK Fun 
Run-Walk-Bike on Sept. 8 at 7:30 a.m. 

Participants are asked to wear “red, 
white and blue” in memory of the tragic 
events of 9/11. Runners, walkers and bik¬ 


ers are also encouraged to bring food 
items for donation to St. Charles UMC’s 
Matthew 25:35 Food Pantry. 

The church is still in need of volun¬ 
teers to bring flyers to businesses, put 
signs in their yard, work water stations, 
help cook and assist with registration. 


Shirts need to be ordered by Aug. 18, so 
be sure to register right away. 

Registration is $12 per person, $6 for 
children aged 10 and under. Groups that 
sign up 10 or more people can register for 
$6 a person. You will receive a flag, t- 
shirt and refreshments after the walk. 


A registration and waiver form can 
be found on the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org 

If you have any questions, or want to 
volunteer, please contact the church at 
(985) 764-8292 or email Mary Anne at 
Beronco@hotmail.com 
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Hope Community United Methodist Church recently partnered with University UMC to host “Getting Excited about Learning Expo,” an event focused on assisting an 
underserved population of Baton Rouge, La. Parents and children are shown, top left, registering for the May 29 event held at Hope Community UMC. Rev. Lewis 
Jones, pastor, is shown, right, praying with one of the participants during a worship service at the end of the event. Revs. Lee McKenzie and Van Stinson, University’s 
associate and senior pastors, look on. 


Hope Community and University UMCs sponsor learning exposition 


Hope Community United Methodist 
Church recently partnered with University 
UMC to host “Getting Excited about 
Learning Expo,” an event focused on 
assisting an underserved population of 
Baton Rouge, La. 

“The expo targeted the 70805 zip code 
in Baton Rouge, which was recently named 
the highest crime area in East Baton Rouge 
Parish,” said Rev. Lewis Jones, Hope 
Community’s pastor. 

More than 300 parents and students 
attended the May 29 event held at Hope 
Community UMC. The kids received free 
book bags, school supplies and haircuts. 

Hope Community announced plans for a 
new “proactive” tutoring ministry spon¬ 
sored by the church. “This tutoring min¬ 
istry will provide help to students starting 
in September. Our goal is to work with stu¬ 


dents before their school performance 
begins to drop,” said Rev. Jones, who 
added that the church plans to hold report 
card recognition events on Sundays. 

Parents and students also participated in 
an informative session which evolved into 
a “hill-blown” worship experience. 

Amber Thomas, whose brother is a 
member of Hope Community’s youth pro¬ 
gram, spoke about the importance of par¬ 
ents, students, teachers and counselors 
working together to ensure a child’s aca¬ 
demic success. The importance of career 
planning and development was also 
stressed. 

Hope Community’s children’s choir per¬ 
formed during the celebration as several 
students and parents came forward for 
prayer and information on Baptism. 

“The expo was not just about free 


school supplies and haircuts. It was more 
about expanding relationships with adults, 
youth and children in this zip code. It was 
about some of the children finding Jesus. It 
was about helping parents commit to play¬ 
ing an active role in their child’s educa¬ 
tion,” said Rev. Jones. 

Rev. Van Stinson, senior pastor of 
University UMC, commented, “Through 
our 30 year partnership with University 
Terrace Elementary School, we have been 
made acutely aware of the challenges so 
many students and families in our commu¬ 
nity face every year as the start of school 
looms on the horizon. When we learned of 
the bold endeavors that Pastor Jones and 
Hope Community UMC were planning, 
and the potential impact that the Expo 
could have in the community, we wanted to 
do what we could to help. We hope and 


pray that our participation in this event can 
lead to future ministry endeavors and pos¬ 
sible partnerships that will help to strength¬ 
en the Christian witness and missional 
presence of The United Methodist Church 
in the neighborhood and in the communi¬ 
ty.” 

During the event, participants heard 
information presented by Rev. Jones about 
a young adult ministry that is developing at 
Hope Community. “It started out as a co-ed 
softball team for young people aged 16-25. 
The group has been meeting every Sunday. 
Because of a lack of softball teams to play 
with, the ministry has turned into an oppor¬ 
tunity for fellowship and fun. We have 
popcorn and hot dogs, talk and share about 
life. The ministry provides a social envi¬ 
ronment in a safe place, rather than on the 
street comers.” 




Henning Memorial United Methodist Church partnered this summer with Hope House of Sulphur to provide food for children attending Hope’s summer day camp. 
Church members provided a pizza lunch for the kids every Wednesday the camp was in session. Targeting underserved children in the Sulphur area, Hope House pro¬ 
vides tutoring, guitar lessons, art, language classes, Bible study and more during the school year. 


Henning Memorial UMC partners 


with the Hope House of Sulphur 


Henning Memorial United Methodist 
Church partnered this summer with Hope 
House of Sulphur to provide food for chil¬ 
dren attending Hope’s summer day camp. 

Every Wednesday, the church’s 
Outreach Committee delivered pizzas to 
the camp at lunchtime. At the end of the 
summer, Henning Memorial also provided 
a picnic lunch for the children with grilled 
hamburgers and all the trimmings. 

Church members were given a tour of 


the facility by the director, Mrs. Taylor. 
Hope House is a ministry for underserved 
children and adults that grew out of the 
vision of the Sulphur Christian Community 
Coalition. The focus of the ministry is 
helping people physically, emotionally and 
spiritually. 

Hope House has two locations—a site 
once allegedly known for illegal activities 
and a former elementary school called 
“The Old School Community Center.” 


Hope’s “Summer In The Sun” summer 
day camp offers academics, enrichment 
and life skill activities, cultural arts, recre¬ 
ation, service projects, field trips and Bible 
studies. Paula Taylor, camp director, 
explained that most of the camp leaders 
who volunteer are teachers. Parents of the 
children are asked to volunteer one hour of 
their time each week at either the day camp 
or at Hope House. Other than that, the 
camp is free for their children. 


During the school year, Monday 
through Thursday, free tutoring is offered at 
the “Old School.” Every Tuesday, Cub 
Scouts and American Heritage Girls meet 
at the facility. Other activities offered 
include guitar lessons, weight training and 
art. Hope House also offers adult and teen 
Bible studies, language classes, game night 
and other activities designed to meet com¬ 
munity needs. 
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Church agencies look forward, not back: ‘Bureaucracy of The UMC is changing’ 



General agency executives confer during a recess of the 2012 United Methodist 
General Conference in Tampa, Fla., following the Judicial Council’s decision that 
a proposed restructuring plan was unconstitutional in this May 2012 file photo. 
From left are: Karen Greenwaldt, Thomas Kemper, Larry Hollon, Gil Hanke, Bob 
Williams, Erin Hawkins and M. Garlinda Burton. A UMNS file photo by Kathleen 
Barry. 


BY LINDA BLOOM 

Despite the recent collapse of an overall 
strategy for restructuring, the bureaucracy 
of The United Methodist Church is chang¬ 
ing. 

Shrinking boards of directors —- in 
some cases, to tiny proportions — are 
requiring adjustments in governance and 
representation for the denomination’s agen¬ 
cies and commissions. 

Budget constraints dictate a streamlining 
of priorities and realignment of staffing 
needs. 

Renewed commitments to bilateral and 
multi-agency cooperation are focusing 
attention on shared services and common 
missional priorities. 

Gil Hanke, who chairs the General 
Secretaries Table, a forum for the church’s 
top staff executives, said its members are 
working “with renewed interest” on issues 
perceived to be unresolved and new areas 
of interaction. “I’m kind of excited about 
where we are right now,” he told United 
Methodist News Service. 

The Call to Action, an effort to reform 
the denomination, led to restructuring legis¬ 
lation presented this spring to the 2012 
United Methodist General Conference in 
Tampa, Fla. General Conference is the 
denomination’s top lawmaking body. 

The church’s top executives sometimes 
found themselves on the defensive as the 
legislation was debated and shaped into 
Plan UMC. 

“There’s this narrative that the general 
agencies continue to grow and grow and 


grow, that there’s this huge bureaucracy, 
but the truth is that we’ve gone from 3,100 
agency staff to 1,300 over the last 40 
years,” said Jim Winkler, Board of Church 
and Society. 

Although some agencies submitted their 
own legislation to reduce the size of their 
boards of directors, Winkler believes a 
“mob mentality” prevailed at General 
Conference over the idea that agency 
boards had to be shrunk as a cost-cutting 
measure. 

The Board of Church and Society, 
which retains a 63-member board, already 
had slashed its meeting costs by 40 percent, 
he said. “I think we’re going to find out 
we’ve lost a lot of connections to annual 
conferences and local churches by having 
fewer people represented on our boards.” 

Hanke, who leads the Commission on 
United Methodist Men, observed that the 
full impact of the board reductions did not 
become real until jurisdictional conferences 
made appointments this July. Still, he is 
pleased with the caliber and diversity of his 
slightly smaller board of directors. 

Erin Hawkins, top executive of the 
Commission on Religion and Race, said 
she was disappointed about how the discus¬ 
sion over the need for realignment of the 
general church was redirected during the 
course of the legislative meeting. 

“What it came down to at General 
Conference, it seemed, was ‘where can we 
start to cut,’ which is really not a conversa¬ 
tion about the ministry of the church,” she 
said. 


In the few months since General 
Conference concluded, members of the 
General Secretaries Table have discussed 
sharing services and are evaluating pro¬ 
grammatic overlaps to address accusations 
about the redundancy of agency programs. 
“We need to look at those perceptions, and 
if they’re the reality, we need to deal with 
it,” Hanke said. 

A number of collaborations already are 


in the works, including: 

•Creating a scholarship web portal to 
allow “one-stop shopping” for United 
Methodist students. 

•Pooling resources for leading United 
Methodist churches in Africa. 

•Starting 1,000 new churches between 
2013 and 2016. 

•Spurring young adults to create a rele¬ 
vant church through the Spark 12 program. 
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Asbury UMC in Lafayette seeks CAO 


Asbury United Methodist Church, 
Lafayette is seeking qualified applicants for 
the position of Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO). 

Experience in church accounting sys¬ 
tems, facilities management, and in the 
supervision of staff preferred. 


Certification in N.A.C.B.A. highly 
desirable. 

For a copy of job description and/or to 
submit a resume, contact: 

Rev. Richard Humphries @ richard- 
humphries@asbury-umc.org 

101 Live Oak Blvd., Lafayette, LA 
70503 (337) 984-421 


St. Matthew’s UMW hosts VBS 


United Methodist Women from St. 
Matthew’s United Methodist Church in 
Metairie recently hosted Vacation Bible 
School for youth served by the Methodist 
Home for Children in Mandeville. 

Participants wore t-shirts with the VBS 
theme, “SKY: Everything is possible with 
God.” The youth created decoupage 
“happy tiles” from cut-out pictures of 
“things that make me happy.” 

This year’s VBS was the fifth such 
event sponsored by St. Matthew’s , said 


Toni Dickerson, church member. “These 
young people were so anxious to share, so 
receptive, giving lots of hugs and great par¬ 
ticipation. A couple of the young men 
came up with a rap to ‘I’ll Fly Away’ and 
shared it with us. We also had a ‘second 
line’ with umbrellas around the hall.” 

The youth served by the Mandeville 
home are temporarily housed and served at 
the Southeast Louisiana Hospital in 
Mandeville. 


Roberts UMC celebrates 118 years 


Robert’s UMC, 201 Julia Street in 
Denham Springs, invites all to its annual 
Founder’s Day as its celebrates 118 years 
of service to the Lord. This celebration 
will take place on August 19th at 11:00, 
our theme is “Living for the Praise of His 
Glory”. The speaker for the celebration 


will be Rev. Hadley Edwards, the newly 
appointed District Superintendent of the 
New Orleans District. Come join us as we 
praise and thank God for 118 years of serv¬ 
ice to the upbuidling of His kingdom. 
Robert’s is pastored by Rev. Deborah 
Williams. 
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Our Thoughts and prayers arc 
with the people ot Aurora. 



(j 


United Methodist Communications took out a full-page ad in the 
Denver Post expressing support for the people of Aurora, Colo, 
after the July 20 shooting that killed 12 people. 


Pastor mourns friend killed in Aurora shooting 


For the Rev. Elizabeth Jackson, the sadness of losing a 
friend in the Colorado movie theater shootings has become 
a portion of her life’s journey. 

Only three weeks into her appointment as the pastor of 
the Edgewater (Colo.) United Methodist Church, the 
tragedy also has added a different dimension to the get- 
acquainted period for her and her supportive congregation. 

“There’s a beauty and a sorrow,” she reflected. “While 
it (the loss) is not the identifying characteristic of what I 
am, it’s a piece of who I am.” 

Jackson, 31, who graduated from Denver’s Iliff School 
of Theology in 2011 with a master of divinity degree, was 
a close friend and former co-worker of Alex “Sully” 
Sullivan, one of 12 killed July 20 when a gunman opened 
fire during an early-moming showing of the new Batman 
movie in Aurora. 

Sullivan died on his 27th birthday. “Alex was one of 
those guys you aspire to be like,” Jackson recalled. “He 


was friends with everybody and was authentic in 
that friendliness. He was just an all-around lov¬ 
ing and compassionate guy.” 

For the Rev. Michael Dent, senior pastor of 
Trinity United Methodist Church in downtown 
Denver, the Aurora shootings were not quite as 
personal. But, his own life experiences have 
taught him that “bad things sometimes happen 
randomly,” he told United Methodist News 
Service. 

Dent’s brother was murdered, his sister suf¬ 
fered a sexual assault and, a few years ago, his 
son was violently attacked in Denver. He also 
led in 1999 a session on grief and coping for sur¬ 
vivors after a day trader shot 22 people and 
killed nine in two attacks at the offices of securi¬ 
ties firms in Atlanta. 

The church must respond to the anguish and 
despair that accompanies such loss, Dent said in 
his July 22 sermon. 

“The call we share is the same one this com¬ 
munity had after Columbine 13 years ago and I 
had following the mass shooting in Atlanta and 
our nation had after the 9/11 attack and every 
similar devastating loss — it is the word of the 
Lord to Isaiah the prophet. The command is this: 
To bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up 
the brokenhearted, to comfort all who mourn.” 
Fearing the worst 

The uncertainty in the immediate aftermath of 
the shootings made July 20 a difficult day for 
everyone touched by the tragedy. 

Jackson first learned of the shootings through 
a panicked phone call from a close friend and 
began searching social media for information on 
friends from her previous employment at area 
restaurants. 

On foursquare, she determined that Sullivan had gone 
to that particular showing of the Batman movie. “He was 
the first person I realized had been involved,” she said. 

Jackson had worked with Sullivan at Red Robin and 
learned that a group of co-workers had joined him in the 
birthday celebration. But, no one could find him after the 
shootings. The pleas for assistance from his father, Tom 
Sullivan, who showed a photo of his son to the media, 
received national news coverage. 

She remained in touch with Sullivan’s wife, Cassandra, 
who was with his parents. “We spent the majority of the 
day thinking he was missing,” she added. “With that, 
there’s a lot of hope, there’s a lot of denial and there’s a lot 
of anxiousness. I think that’s probably the most painful 
part about Friday.” 

There were others to care for after the tragedy, and 
Jackson said that type of “face-to-face” interaction comes 


naturally to her. She spent Friday with a young woman 
who was still somewhat new to the area and was waiting 
for relatives to fly in. On Saturday, she made the rounds of 
four different hospitals, talking with friends and other vic¬ 
tims of the shootings and their families. 

Most of those she knew among the 58 people wounded 
in the attack were sent home within a few days, but two 
remain hospitalized and “have a long journey of healing to 

go.” 

Addressing collective grief 

United Methodist churches in the area are beginning to 
assist with the spiritual healing. In a July 20 letter, Denver 
Area Bishop Elaine Stanovsky urged leaders of the denom¬ 
ination’s Rocky Mountain Annual (regional) Conference to 
address the community’s collective grief and “use your 
biblical imagination to generate creative responses to this 
crisis.” 

At Trinity, Dent composed a letter to his congregation, 
asking them to pray, worship and express their faith and to 
give blood; rewrote his Sunday sermon; chose new hymns 
and issued a notice about the special plans for worship. 
“People needed to be together,” he said. “That’s been a 
major blessing for this.” 

Attendance at the service was up to more than 700, 
compared to the weekly figure of 550 this summer. “We 
had a number of first-time guests.. .so I know we had folks 
coming for solace and comfort, encouragement and hope.” 

A full-page ad placed in the July 23 edition of the 
Denver Post by United Methodist Communications helped 
spread the denominational message. 

“A lot of us felt very proud to be United Methodist,” 
Dent said about the ad. “It was very simple, very eye¬ 
catching and, I think, very appropriate.” 

In a joint effort with hospice organizations, Trinity has 
been open from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.these past weeks for 
walk-in grief support. The church also has made its profes¬ 
sional counselors and Stephen ministers available for con¬ 
versation and scheduled a “Living with Loss” seminar on 
Aug. 11. 

A healing celebration to help children and teens process 
the shootings and the Colorado wildfires is was held Aug. 
12 at First United Methodist Church in Colorado Springs. 
The event is organized by the Rev. Leanne Hadley, a 
church staff member and director of First Steps Spirituality 
Center. 

Jackson is optimistic that she, her friends and the com¬ 
munity will heal over time. “Many of the people I know 
from Red Robin are fighters and strong individuals,” she 
said. “I am amazed at the spirit and will to heal from the 
variety of wounds we have suffered.” 



CRNO 

CHRISTIAN RENEWAL NEW ORLEANS, INC. 


Successful Church Mergers ... and More! 

Are you a small church looking for alternatives? 

Don't be down ... look around! God has more possibilities than 
you may imagine! Learn about church mergers and pitfalls to 
avoid. 

Sunday, September 16, 6:oo p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Effective Church Stewardship and Fund Raising 

Are you struggling to sustain a church in tough times? 

Learn the principles and best practices that keep churches 
going and growing! 

Saturday, September 15, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

First Christian Church 

8121 Airline Drive, Metairie, Louisiana 70003 


Canal Mosaic 

4302 Canal Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 


For more information or 

Workshops led by internationally 
recognized consultant , conference 
speaker , and leadership coach for 
Christian organizations and faith- 
based non-profits Tom Bandy. 


« to register for workshops: 

Visit 

www. CRNO. org 
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See Youth Ministry, page 3 

coming year: 

*Youth Ignite!(will take place in three 
locations) 

Northern Kingdom @ Splash Kingdom 
in Shreveport, Aug. 18 from lla.m.-7 p.m. 

Southern Kingdom @ Camp Istrouma, 
Aug. 24 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Western Kingdom @ Camp Uskichitto, 
Aug. 25 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

There will be worship, water activities, 
lunch, t-shirt and more. . .all for $25 and 
one canned good for the Food Bank. 

*Junior High Retreats 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

October 26-28 and November 9-11 

This event will look very different this 
year! This year’s emphasis will be on mis¬ 
sion and we will be participating in actual 
mission projects. Small groups will be 
assigned a country, there will be passports, 
worship, great food, games - including 9- 
Square, fellowship, a nighttime trip to the 
cross and much more. 

* Senior High Retreats 

Location TBA 

Scheduled for February 15-17 and 
March 1-3, but if held in two locations, 
will only be one weekend. 

This event will focus on leadership and 
what God’s word says about being lead¬ 
ers, wherever we may be. It will help par¬ 
ticipants mature in their Christian faith 
and learn how to be leaders at school, at 
home and in future workplaces. The 
retreats feature small groups, worship, 
games, great food, fellowship - all this and 
much more! 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Confirmation classes from all over the 
state come for this one-day event which 
includes worship and workshops about 
“Who We Be in the UMC. ” Cost is $25, 
which includes a t-shirt, lunch and activi¬ 
ties. 

* Awakening Retreat 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Jan. 4-6, 2013 

Awakening is a process of identifying 
and walking with young people as they 
search and discover their calling in life. 

We believe something good happens to us 
when we explore, listen, share and serve. 
Cost is around $40. 

*Happening Retreat 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

January 18-20 and July 12-14, 2013 

The Happening Experience is a power¬ 
ful instrument of renewal in the Church. 
The weekend theme is developed through a 
series of talks which compare the changing 
nature of material and social reality as 
compared to the permanent nature of spiri¬ 
tual reality, a firm foundation on which 
teens can build a secure foundation on life. 

The Happening staff is made up of 
teenagers 10-12th grades. Adults are 
present to support the weekend, including 
Spiritual Directors. Happening provides a 
method through which one’s spirituality 
may be developed, lived and shared. 

Additional information about all of 
these events can be found on the confer¬ 
ence website at www.la-umc.org. Contact 
information for your district coordinator 
can also be found on the site. Contact 
Jodie Harper at (225) 346-1646 
or jodieharper@la-umc.org. 





IMCOME 

THIS SEMINAR WILL HELP YOU 


Join us as we “continue the conversation” on 
church leadership begun by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton, pastor of the Church of the 
Resurrection, at the 2012 Louisiana 
Conference session. Founding and senior 
pastor of the 8,000 member United 
Methodist churchin Leaward, Kansas, Rev. 
Hamilton's insights have provided ideas to 
pastors and laity for transforming local 
churches of all sizes. The Church of the 
Resurrection has become a teaching church, 
providing ongoing opportunities for teams 
from local churches. 


Join us for "Leading Beyond the Walls/' 

a seminar led by staff members from the 
Church of the Resurrection. 


When: October 26-27 
Where: Alexandria, Louisiana 


Local churches are encouraged to bring teams of 
leaders, including the pastor and up to four lay 
leaders. Please bring persons who are prepared 
to consider alternate ways of doing church in 
order to reach the unchurched in your community. 


For registration and information, visit 
www.la-umc.org 
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( 225 ) 346-1535 


Join us for the Crown Financial Freedom Seminar 
and discover the intersection of God and your 
finances. This live, fast-paced experience will 
present what it really means to be financially free. 


Discover God s true plan for your finances, and: 

* Learn practical steps for eliminating debt 

* Deve lop confidence in you r finan d a I d eci s ion 5 

* Create a personalized plan for managing your 
finances and your life, 


www.umf.org 


Saturday, September S 
Wesley Conference Center, Woodworth, LA 
3 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

$25 per person 


Call or log on 
to register! 

( 800 ) 256-9317 

























Save the Date! 
Installation of Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
Episcopal Leader for 
the Louisiana 
Annual Conference 
October 20, 2012 
First UMC 
Baton Rouge 
Service begins 11 a.m. 
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Shepherd’s Market 



Lynn Cooper and Theresa Sandifer, members of St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, organize client 
intake files for The Shepherd’s Market, the church’s client-choice food pantry. The pantry serves the needs of low- 
income families living primarily in the Gardere Lane and Mayfair areas of the city. Sandifer is the pantry director. 


Church client-choice food pantry feeds the hungry 


When Theresa Sandifer attended a 
Walk to Emmaus weekend last October, 
she didn’t expect to receive a calling to 
feed hungry people in the underserved 
neighborhoods surrounding her Baton 
Rouge church. 

Sandifer, a member of St. John’s 
United Methodist Church, returned home 
and shared her inspiration with Rev. Juan 
Huertas, senior pastor. The two began 
praying with a core group of St. John’s 
members for discernment regarding 
Theresa’s calling. 

The group’s discernment process rap¬ 
idly produced the idea of opening a 
client-choice food pantry in the same 
space at the church that had previously 
housed a daycare center. 

“The church had experienced sadness 
as a result of the unexpected closing of 
St. John’s Children’s Center in the sum¬ 
mer of 2011. The concept of the client- 
choice food pantry provided a new and 
vibrant ministry for St. John’s - one 
focused on providing physical food for 
the hungry and spiritual food for the 
needy,” said Sandifer. 


The church’s food pantry is known as 
The Shepherd’s Market and is one of sev¬ 
eral ministries of Opening Doors, a non¬ 
profit organization affiliated with St. 
John’s UMC. Opening Doors’ was creat¬ 
ed in 2001 to provide programs and 
assistance to low income and needy fami¬ 
lies living primarily in the Gardere Lane 
and Mayfair areas of the city. 

“The mission of The Shepherd’s 
Market is to model Jesus’ unconditional 
love and compassion by providing free 
groceries with dignity for the working 
poor, homeless, hungry and needy people 
in this South Baton Rouge community,” 
said Sandifer. 

In order to apply to be a partnering 
agency with the Greater Baton Rouge 
Food Bank, it was necessary for the 
church’s outreach and nonprofit organiza¬ 
tion (Opening Doors) to become 
involved. Opening Doors applied for and 
received a substantial grant for the 
pantry’s start-up costs, which included a 
three-door commercial freezer, a two- 
door commercial refrigerator, a commer¬ 
cial scale, 16 heavy-duty shelving sec¬ 


tions and five grocery carts. The nonprof¬ 
it became an official partner of the 
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank serving 
zip code areas 70808, 70810 and 70820. 

After much planning and preparation, 
The Shepherd’s Market celebrated its 
grand opening on July 17, 2012. The 
pantry is open every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning from 9 a.m. to 12 n.n. 
The Food Bank partnership allows the 
pantry to serve up to 250 families per 
month. In its first month of operation the 
pantry has already served 220 families. 

“We have teamed up with several 
organizations to help provide food and 
monetary donations so that everyone that 
comes to the pantry will be served. Our 
pantry is different in that we have a dual 
system to provide Food Bank foods for 
those that qualify and private donated 
foods for those who don’t meet the strict 
poverty-level guidelines. The clients that 
we serve have all expressed that this 
pantry is a ‘blessing,’” said Sandifer. 

Community partners that provide 

See Food Pantry, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

The Shoes of an Angel 



I looked out on my patio in Las Cruces 
and saw an empty pair of shoes that had 
held the person of Bob Burgess only 
hours before. He and Peggy were so gra¬ 
cious to accompany us on the long trek 
from Baton Rouge to Las Cruces for our 
move to New Mexico. They came under 
the auspices of helping us get settled in 
our new home, but we know their main 
intent was to lend moral support and 
encouragement as we slowly separated 
ourselves from Louisiana and placed the 
vast state of Texas between Baton Rouge 
and Las Cruces. They kept us focused on 
the positive, planning for tomorrow, and 
getting our home ready for constant occu¬ 
pancy. They know what it means to 
move away from those your love and start 
a new life somewhere else. 

That’s why, when I looked at my patio 
on the morning Bob and Peggy left Las 
Cruces to head home to Monroe and I 
saw his shoes (which he intended to leave 
behind. You’ll have to get him to tell you 
the story!) it was as if it was the sign that 
an angel had just stepped out of them and 
left them as a reminder of God’s special 
love and care for two of God’s children 
named Bill and Kay. 

And then I started seeing non-existent, 
but oh so real shoes of so many other 
angels who have accompanied us on our 
journey the past twelve years. There were 
the shoes of the elderly, who loved on us 
like we were one of their children. There 
were the shoes of the babies that I have 
baptized and that we have welcomed into 
the world over the past years. Then the 
shoes of the youth - ah! The youth! They 
loved and cared for us enough to call me 
“B-Hutch” and Kay, “Ms. Kay” and we 
watched so many of them commit their 
lives to full-time Christian service as lay 
leaders and as those who would pursue 
seminary and ordination. 

And I saw the shoes of the ordinands. 


Shoes I saw as I laid hands on their heads 
and stated, “Take thou authority.” And the 
shoes of the retiring clergy as they 
stepped up to the podium at Annual 
Conference and shared only a small por¬ 
tion of their journey, but so precious and 
special. And the active clergy who have 
worn holes in the soles of their shoes in 
trying to fulfill their calling of service to 
God’s people. 

And then.there are God’s people, 

the laity. Angels abound among the laity 
and their shoes are adorned with invisible 
wings and undeniable “angel dust” that 
sets them apart from the rest of the people 


and truly distinguishes them as “God 
messengers” - that’s what an angel is you 
know! 

Thank you, servants of Christ in 
Louisiana for being God’s messengers to 
us and for walking alongside us for these 
past twelve years. And though your shoes 
may be empty when we look out on our 
patio, we can picture you standing in 
them, greeting us with a bright “Good 
Momin’”, and offering to us your hand 
and your heart. We have indeed been 
blessed by you on the bayou and our lives 
will be strengthened forevermore as a 
result. God bless you for the gift of your¬ 


selves. Being your bishop and “first 
lady” was the greatest joy we have had in 
ministry. 

I will begin my “interim bishop” duties 
in the New Mexico Conference on 
September 1. I’m eager to meet and greet 
God’s angels here and I’m going to get a 
good look at and assessment of their 
shoes!! I know that one day they will 
move on to a new mission as well, and it 
will just be their shoes left on my patio. 
But what a blessing that will be when I 
see them - either for real, or in my mind’s 
eye. 

I will continue to pray for you, visit 
you in my thoughts, remembrances and 
dreams, and long for the day I see your 
face again. In the meantime, may you 
know that Kay and I love you deeply and 
will always do so. You became our broth¬ 
ers and sisters, our family. But you 
became more than that - you became as 
angels to us. May the years ahead find 
you on that road to perfection for which 
every Wesleyan longs and toward which 
we aspire. As Mr. Wesley said, “Do 
good. Do no harm. Stay in love with 
God.” If we do that, we will definitely be 
striving after that state of sanctification 
that only God can bestow and impart. 

We have a wonderful casita at 1685 
Stone Mountain Lane, Las Cruces, NM, 
88011. And we have a guest room that 
will accommodate any one of you. You 
can sit on your own private patio and 
view the beautiful Organ Mountains and 
draw your strength for the day. We would 
love to have you visit! The light will be 
on and the latch string out. 

Vaya con Dios mi amigos. 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Clergy spouse retreat led by Ezell 


A total of 58 participants enjoyed the 
2012 Clergy Spouse Retreat held earlier 
this year at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. 

Patti Ezell, spouse of Rev. Doug Ezell, 


served as the leader for the annual event. 
Kay Hutchinson, spouse of retiring Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson was present for the 
event. 
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William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Acadiana District to host the 39th Louisiana Conference Annual 
Meeting and District Elected Leadership Training (DELT) October 12- 
13, 2012 at First United Methodist Church, Houma 


The United 
Methodist Women of 
the Acadiana District 
welcome you to the 
39th Louisiana 
Conference Annual 
Meeting. Hosting the 
occasion will be the 
ladies of Houma First 
United Methodist 
Church and the 
Acadiana District. 

“Women Responding 
to God’s Love and 
Grace” will be our 
theme. We respond 
as women of faith 
through mission. 

Therefore this year, 
we will focus on and 
lift up our mission 
agencies and spotlight 
some of the special 
mission projects car¬ 
ried out by various 
units throughout this 
conference. We are 
thrilled that the first 
woman bishop has 
been elected to serve 
the Louisiana 
Conference. Bishop 
Cynthia Harvey has 
been invited to join us 
and we are hopeful 
that her schedule will 
permit her to do so. We look forward to 
welcoming her in Houma and to the wisdom 
and guidance she will share with us in the 
years to come. Please mark your calendars 
and register early. Registration form can be 
found on the UMW website. Help us cele¬ 
brate the mission work we support as we 
faithfully respond to our God! 


Joyce Thibodeaux 
Co-Chair and 
UMW Unit 
President First 
UMC- Houma 




Marguery Manuel 
Chair and 
President of the 
Acadiana District 



Women 

Responding 

to 

God’s Love 
and Grace 


UMW 2013 


President’s Message 


With arms out- 
reached, the United 
Methodist Women 
extend a joyful wel¬ 
come to newly- 
appointed Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey! We look 
forward to working 
with Bishop Harvey, 
who will most cer¬ 
tainly be a blessing Barbara 
to us all. Ferguson 

And, speaking of blessings, it contin¬ 
ues to be a blessing to serve with such a 
dedicated and hard-working UMW 
Executive Committee. Our outstanding 


School of Christian Mission is just one 
of the many activities we recently cele¬ 
brated, along with its leaders, Myma 
Freeman and Debbie Hancock. Join us, 
as together, we move along with the 
national UMW organization in planning 
for a new UMW, which incorporates the 
successes of the past, while bringing 
new ideas to the conference levels, and 
giving more flexibility to the local units. 

If you would like to share any ideas 
or make any comments about UMW, 
please email your District President, or 
me at beferguson@researchonreforms. 

Blessings, 

Barbara Ferguson, 

President, UMW LA Conference 




Edna Hickman, Revs. Bernadine Johnson and Lynn Malone, blank Malone and 
Carolyn Dove welcome Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey to our conference during 
the area breakfast held at the South Central Jurisdictional Conference in July. 


Schedule of District Annual Meetings 
and Local Elected Leadership Training 



(LELT) 


Acadiana District 

Nov 3 

Northwood UMC 
Lafayette 

Alexandria District 

Nov 10 

First UMC 
Alexandria 

Baton Rouge District 

Nov 3 

Camphor Memorial 
UMC, Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles District 

Oct 27 

Wesley UMC 
Sulphur 

Monroe District 

Nov 3 

Methodist Children's 
Home, Ruston 

New Orleans 

Oct 27 

St. Matthew's UMC 
Metairie 

Shreveport 

Nov 3 

Northpoint UMC 
Shreveport 


Annual Meeting of the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist 
Women 

October 12, - October 13, 2012 
First United Methodist Church 
6109 Hwy 311, Houma, LA 

Abbreviated Schedule: 

Friday, October 12th 

10:00 am - 12:30 pm: Registration, light lunch, greet retired 
missionaries and deaconesses 
1:00 pm-4:30 pm: Opening Session of 2012 UMW Annual 
Meeting 

6:30pm - 9:00 pm: Banquet 

Saturday, October 13th 

7:30 am - 8:30 am: Continental breakfast for day travelers 
8:30 am - 10:30 am: Closing Session of 2012 UMW Annual Meeting 

(District Elected Leaders Training to Follow Annual Meeting) 
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2012 UMW Annual Meeting Program Leaders 


Rev. Monica Monk 

Monica Monk was 
bom in Leesville, LA 
and grew up in 
Thibodaux. She 
received a B.A.in 
Elementary Education 
from Nicholls State 
University and 
received a Master of 
Arts in Christian 
Education from Scarritt 
Graduate School in 
Nashville, Tenn. She 
was consecrated as a Diaconal Minister in 
1989, and served on the staff of First 
United Methodist Church in Thibodaux for 
two years. She helped to organize the 
United Methodist Campus Ministry at 
Nicholls State. She later moved to Kansas 
and earned a Master of Divinity degree 
from St. Paul School of Theology. 

Monica has served as minister of several 
churches in Louisiana. She was ordained 
and elected an Elder in Full Connection in 
the Louisiana Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in 2006, and came to 
New Orleans to serve as associate pastor of 
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church. 

Monica is active in charitable and civic 
organizations, such as La Semilla/The 
Seed, a faith-based nonprofit organization 
in the New Orleans area which works to 
increase the number of Latinos who gradu¬ 
ate from high school and attend college. 

She teaches English as a second language 
classes, and is learning Spanish. She is 
also a member of Rotary International. She 
is currently serving as minister of the 
Bayou Blue United Methodist Church near 
Houma, LA. She enjoys singing, watching 
movies, performing in live theater, and 
travel. Rev. Monica Monk will give the 
meditation for the opening session of the 
UMW Annual Meeting. 

Edna Brown Hickman 

Edna Brown 
Hickman is newly 
elected president of the 
South Central 
Jurisdiction United 
Methodist Women. 

Prior to this election, 
she served at the helm 
of the Louisiana 
Conference United 
Methodist Women 
from January 1, 2009 
until December 31, 

2011. Before becom¬ 
ing president, she served as conference 
Vice President for four years. While serv¬ 
ing as vice president, she received the 
Outstanding United Methodist Women 
Award at the Awards Luncheon held during 
Annual Conference in June 2007. 

Edna UMW experience started when 
she was elected as Social Action 
Coordinator of St. Mark United Methodist 
Women. She coordinated the first commu¬ 
nity forum at her church on “The Effect of 
Drugs and Abuse on Today’s Society”. 

Both community and government leaders 
from all areas participated in the forum. 

One year later, she was elected vice 
president of Saint Mark’s United Methodist 



Edna Brown 
Hickman 



Rev. Monica 
Monk 


Women. She served faithfully as Vice 
President. After serving as her unit vice 
president for four years, she was elected 
President of her unit. While President, she 
initiated the first “Women’s Conference” 
held at her church and a number of other 
initiatives. 

Edna is committed to Christ and has 
served in many other positions in her 
church. This faithful service includes: 

•Past Secretary to the Administrative 
Board and currently Secretary to Church 
Council 

•Past Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference 

•Past Chairperson of the 
Communications Ministry 

•President of Communion Stewards’ 

• Member of the Sanctuary Choir and 
Female Ensemble 

•Chairperson of L.B. Lewis Christian 
Involvers (which is the UMW study group 
at her church) 

In addition, she was elected Reserve 
delegate to General Conference and dele¬ 
gate to the Jurisdictional Conference at 
Annual Conference. 

Edna states that she wants to be known 
first and foremost as a faithful servant who 
loves the Lord. I thank the United 
Methodist Women for the memories and 
inspirations. My life has been deeply 
enriched by this great organization. 


Donna Sammarco 

Donna Sammarco is 
a native of Thibodaux 
and a resident of 
Houma, La. She gradu¬ 
ated from Nicholls 
State University with a 
Bachelors degree in 
Music. She received 
her Master’s degree 
from the University of 
New Orleans. 

Donna has been 
working at Nicholls 
State University since 
1984. She teaches piano literature, piano 
pedagogy, music appreciation and class 
piano to majors and non-majors. She also 
accompanies vocal and instrumental stu¬ 
dents for solo performances. 

Sammarco has been the organist at First 
United Methodist Church in Houma since 
1987 and has a private piano studio in 
Houma. She has recorded two CD’s of 
religious music for piano. 

Donna is married to Dr. Paul Sammarco 
of Houma. She is the mother of two chil¬ 
dren and grandmother of five. 



<■- 


Donna 

Sammarco 


Rev. R. Don Ross 

Rev. R. Don Ross is 
in his fifth year of min¬ 
istry at First United 
Methodist Church in 
Houma, La. He gradu¬ 
ated from the 
University of Louisiana 
in Lafayette. He 
received his Masters of 
Divinity from Iliff 
School of Theology in 
Denver, CO. In addi- 



Rev. R. Don 
Ross 


tion to his work as church pastor, Rev. 

Ross also volunteers at local mission agen¬ 
cies, MacDonells and the Dulac 
Community Center, as well as civic organi¬ 
zations. Don and his wife Ann have two 
children and three grandchildren. 

Debbie Hancock 

Debbie Hancock’s 
interest in music began 
as a small child. She 
remembers singing 
’’Zacchaeus,” with all 
the hand motions, as a 
solo in church when 
she was three. Over the 
years, she has served as 
organist, pianist, chil¬ 
dren’s choir director, 
and ensemble director 
at various churches. 

Currently, she is the substitute pianist at 
Trinity UMC in Alexandria, her home 
church, and occasionally sings a solo there. 
Debbie is active in UMW and serves as 
president for her local unit as well as for 
the Alexandria District. 

A graduate of Louisiana Tech with a 
degree in Secondary Education, Debbie 
taught at the junior high and high school 
levels. Unable to settle on one career, she is 
also a published author and spent many 
years working for non-profit organizations, 
both professionally and as a volunteer. She 
has been married to Tawny Hancock — a 
man with a wonderful sense of humor and 
the patience of Job - for 38 years and is 
the mother of three sons. Her five (soon to 
be six!) grandchildren affectionately call 
her ’’Muggah.” In her spare time, she 
enjoys gardening, reading, and entertaining. 
Debbie will serve as song leader for the 
Annual Meeting. 


Rev. Ed Boyd 

Rev. Troy E. “Ed” 

Boyd, Jr. serves as the 
Acadiana District 
Superintendent. Prior to 
this position, he most 
recently served as sen¬ 
ior pastor of Asbury 
UMC, Lafayette. He 
has served as pastor for 
numerous other church¬ 
es in the Louisiana 
Conference. 

Rev. Boyd has a 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Speech and Sociology from Northwestern 
State University and a Masters in Theology 
from Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University. 

Rev. Boyd has served as chair of 
Church Extension, the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, and the Committee on Finance 
and Administration. 

He is married to Rita Ann Smith Boyd. 
Their two children are the late Kimberly 
Ann Boyd Savoy and Kyle Edward Boyd. 

Mary H. Collins 

Mary Collins is the current state presi¬ 
dent of Church Women United. A resident 
of New Orleans, Ms. Collins travels 
statewide representing the programs and 


workings of CWU. 

Every member of 
UMW is also a member 
of CWU. Mary Haynes 
Collins has 55 years of 
service in the Women’s 
Missionary Society of 
the AME church. She is 
active in several com¬ 
munity and service 
organizations including 
the board of directors 
for Peoples Community 
Center and is treasurer 
of the Ruth Carter Auxiliary to the 
Community Center. She is a board member 
of Louisiana Interchurch Conference and 
the Children’s Defense Fund. Ms. Collins is 
the widow of the late Clarence Collins. 
They were the parents of three children. 

She has four grandchildren and one geat 
grandchild. Ms. Collins will bring greet¬ 
ings to the Annual Meeting from our 
Louisiana Church Women United organiza¬ 
tion. 

Bayou Eagles 



The Bayou Eagles Native American 
Dance Group was organized by Louise 
Billiot and Lora Ann Chaisson. The group 
has been sponsored by the Dulac 
Community Center since 1995. The Bayou 
Eagles Group was formed to provide recre¬ 
ation, build self-esteem and cultural pride, 
and to develop leadership skills in young 
people. The participants also leam the cul¬ 
ture and history of the United Houma 
Nation, while learning Native American 
dance and music. 

The Bayou Eagles have performed at a 
variety of events throughout Louisiana. 
They have participated in Native American 
Pow Wows, school presentations, and spe¬ 
cial events sponsored by the Dulac 
Community Center. Louise Billiot has 
served as leader of the Bayou Eagles since 
1995. 

The Bayou Eagles were honored to 
receive the Chief’s Special Award in 
December, 2010, at the United Houma 
Nation’s Annual Awards Banquet. They 
were honored for their work in preserving 
the history and culture of the United 
Houma Nation. 

The Bayou Eagles Dance Group spe¬ 
cializes in traditional dance and cultural 
performances. The Bayou Eagles will per¬ 
form at the UMW Banquet on October 12 
at the Courtyard Marriot in Houma. 



Debbie Hancock 
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Message from the Vice President 


Let me take this 
opportunity to present 
the United Methodist 
Women - Louisiana 
Conference 2012-2013 
VISION and GOALS. 

The Executive 
Committee has collec¬ 
tively shared responsi¬ 
bility for achieving the 
2012-2013 goals. 

While some goals are 
specific to some posi- Judy Willis 
tions, the Executive 

Committee embraces a cooperative work¬ 
ing relationship to achieving its goals. 
2012-2013 VISION: 

To nurture and support local United 
Methodist Women Units, which are the 
foundation of our work as we endeavor to 


grown spiritually, to develop supportive 
fellowships, and to expand missions. 

2012-2013 GOALS: 

• Focus on United Methodist Women 
local units 

• Simplify the organizational structure 
of the UMW - Louisiana Conference 

• Better understand the financial 
accounting process 

• Enrich the School of Christian 
Mission 

• Enrich the Annual Meeting 

• Support the Social Action agenda 

• Foster the Reading Program 

• Seek out new talent for future leader¬ 
ship positions 

• Enhance communication 



Mission Candle, 

Good News & 

Glad Tidings 

Our mission pledge for 2011 was $182,000. We 
exceeded that total by donating $221,727.82!! A certifi¬ 
cate was presented during a plenary session at the 
West Gulf Regional School of Mission. This year’s 
pledge is $187,000.00. 

The Mission Candle is another avenue of mission giving. Funds 
for the Mission Candle may donated through your local United Methodist 
Women's unit in honor and in memory of loved ones. Pray about it and 
give to Mission Candle. 

The amount of money that has been given will represent the total 
time the candle is burned during our UMW Annual meeting. 

2012 Mission Candle Mission Support is: 

1 SECOND $ 0.47 

1 MINUTE $ 28.06 

1 HOUR $ 1,683.36 

5 MINUTES $ 140.28 

Please use the Mission Candle Form to submit your 
information. 

Blessings, 

Brenda Marks 
Treasurer 



Brenda Marks 


Resource Secretary 


From the Program 

Thanks to all who shopped the 
Resource Room at the 2012 Conference 
School of Christian Mission at Wesley 
Center! It was a successful consignment 
sale and I enjoyed meeting and greeting 
all who shopped the Resource Room. 

Your next chance to browse and buy 
Reading Program books will be in the 
Resource Room at the Conference 
Annual Meeting October 12-13, 2012. 
Appearing for the first time will be the 
2013 Reading Program books which can 
be purchased with cash or check. 

Other sources of Reading Program 
books are public libraries, including 
Inter-Library Loan, bookstores such as 
Bames and Nobles, 

<www.amazon.com>, and Mission 
Resource Center via <www.missionre- 
sourcecenter.org> or (800) 305-9857. 

As most of you know by now, the 
topics for mission studies for 2012-2013 
are “Haiti,” “Poverty,” and 
“Immigration.” Below is a partial list of 
Reading Program books, including titles, 
year, and category, for these topics plus 
“Domestic Violence” and “Slavery:” 

Immigration: 2012 SA- The Death of 
Josseline: Immigration Stories from the 
Arizona Borderlands; 2012 NFC - 
Asylum Denied; 2008 SA - Hard line: 
Life and Death on the U.S. - Mexican 
Borderlands (expires in December); 

2009 SA-They take our Jobs! And 20 


Other Myths about Immigration 
Haiti: 2012 SG - Hidden in the 
Rubble: A Human Pilgrimage to 
Compassion and Resurrection 

Poverty: 2010 SG - A Monk in the 
Inner City: The ABC's of a Spiritual 
Journey; 

2011 NFC - Same Kind of Different 
as Me 

Domestic Violence, Slavery:2011 
EFM-Disfigured:A Saudi Woman's Story 
of Triumph; 

2012 SA Youth - Sold; 2012 SA- 
The Slave Next Door: Human 
Trafficking and Slavery in America 
Today 

Please remember that you may read 
from Reading Program lists for 2009, 
2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013 for credit in 
the Reading Program. Books on the 
2008 list are credited through the end of 
December, 2012. The Reading Program 
year runs from July 1, 2012 through June 
30, 2013 and the report forms must be 
turned in by July 15 to the District 
Secretary of Program Resources. 

Happy Reading! 

Janell Pease Ducrest 
Conference Secretary of Program 
Resources 

304 Ella Street, Lafayette, LA 70506 
(337) 504-4480 
j ducrest@gmail.com 


Membership, Nuture 

New Forms Are 
Coming! New Forms 
Are Coming! Aren’t 
we all tired of search¬ 
ing for updated, no 
scratch-outs, complete 
forms? Our UMW 
website will soon fea¬ 
ture revised forms for 
our MNO needs. They 
can be downloaded or 
forwarded to anyone 
who needs them, with 
many thanks to Anita Hansberry, our 
Communication Coordinator. 

What a spectacular School of Christian 
Mission this year! With appreciation to 


and Outreach Report 

Myma Freeman and Debbie Hancock for 
choosing outstanding study and song lead¬ 
ers, it was a wonderful experience. I know 
we are all looking forward to the continu¬ 
ing studies in our individual districts. 

We were able to award five Estelle 
Dameron and two Doretha Brown 
Scholarships, giving credit to our local 
units for supporting these opportunities. I 
look forward to next year and hope we can 
have a giving response from our units. It is 
not possible to award these scholarships 
without your support. 

Love and prayers, 

Ouida Smith 
Conference MNO 



Ouida Smith 


‘high marks’ for overall experience 


Recent school of 

School of Mission 
Review.... 

So many of our 
evaluations said, “It 
gets better every year, 
and this was the best." 

Wow! We have so 
much to be thankful 
for. Our study leaders, 
our music leaders, the 
Wesley staff, the con¬ 
ference team and THE 
CONFERENCE 
ATTENDEES; they 
were all the best. Remember your mother 
always told you that you only get out of it 
what you put into it. Our attendees worked 


mission receives 

hard- these are tough study subjects. So 
kudos and thanks to them for making it a 
successful school. 

We can also be grateful that we had no 
accidents or illnesses; we're always happi¬ 
est when our first aid nurse doesn't have 
anything to do but study. Thanks so much 
to Jana Cormier for being there, she was 
the umbrella that kept it from raining. The 
Wesley staff response was prompt and 
delivered with a smile. Thank them all so 
much for that. And the kitchen staff, wow! 
The food was great, hot and prompt. 

Juanita Lagard and her helpers, espe¬ 
cially Joyce Thibodeaux, provided us with 
a beautiful meditation room, communion 
table and worship experiences. Brenda 


Marks and the District treasurers were 
there ready for registration which flowed 
smoothly. We owe thanks too, to the 
Districts who planned and executed the dis¬ 
play tables. So thanks Alexandria, Monroe 
and Lake Charles Districts; I don't think 
we've ever had more appropriate or 
thought-provoking displays. They were 
fascinating! Last, but not least by any 
means, thanks to my assistant dean, Debbie 
Hancock. She not only typed all the pages 
of that beautiful program book, she revised 
many of the forms. Without her technical 
experience I would have been lost most of 
the time. Her attention to detail is a beauti¬ 
ful thing! 

Those are the basics, and thanks to all of 


you for your part; but the meat of the study 
is provided by the leaders. More than a 
year ago I began setting my goals for 
bringing together a multi-cultural, extraor¬ 
dinary group of leaders. Each brought their 
own outlook, style and experience to the 
table. I thank them from the bottom of my 
heart for exceeding my expectations. 

In many ways this is the end of an era. 
We are looking forward to moving on with 
"Mission U" and changes in training; but 
so appreciative that we could end with a 
bang! I'm glad to put this burden down 
and I thank you all for this growth opportu¬ 
nity. 

Love in Christ, 

Myma Freeman 2012 SCM Dean 



Myrna Freeman 
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Laura Salguero, Edna Hickman and Rev. Pat Bates accept the Service Award in 
the Field of Violence Against Women. 


UMW receives service award from coalition 


United Methodist Women are a support¬ 
ive community, whose purpose is to foster 
spiritual growth, develop leaders and advo¬ 
cate for justice. There are numerous social 
action issues that call United Methodist 
Women to respond in faith, hope, and love 
to poor and hurting people locally, nation¬ 
ally and globally. For additional informa¬ 
tion on social issues that United Methodist 
Women advocate for, view the United 
Methodist Women website: 
http://new,gbgn-umc.org/umw/act/alerts 
The Louisiana Conference UMW chose 


three priority issues: Domestic Violence, 
Immigration and Poverty. In October, 

2011, the Louisiana Conference UMW par¬ 
ticipated in a joint effort with the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Church & Society 
and the Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Men to sponsor a state wide 
conference on Domestic Violence. In 
April, 2012 the Louisiana Conference 
United Methodist Women were presented a 
Service Award in the Field of Violence 
Against Women by the Louisiana Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence. 


Annual Meeting provides opportunities for 
4 Hands-On’ mission giving 


Our Louisiana Missions need our help. 
Please bring items and/or monetary dona¬ 
tions to the Annual Meeting on October 
12-13, 2012. Thank you for your generosi¬ 
ty regarding these ongoing needs. The fol¬ 
lowing items are needed by the mission 
agencies: 

Dulac Community Center: Pillows 
(new), flashlights, office supplies, loose 
leaf paper, 3 subject notebooks, washable 
markers, financial donations. 

MacDonells Children’s Services: Loose 
leaf paper (wide ruled), washable markers, 
3 or 5 subject notebooks, blue and/or black 
ink pens, gift certificates for fast food 
restaurants, financial donations. 

UMCOR School Kits: 

Value: $ 11.00 

lpair blunt scissors, rounded tip only 

no plastic scissors please 

3 pads of paper 

8 1/2x11 spiral notebooks or top- 


bound pads 

150 sheets of loose leaf can be substitut¬ 
ed for 1 pad combinations of spiral, top 
bound or loose leaf is acceptable, no com¬ 
position books 

1 hand held pencil sharpener,must be at 
least one inch long,remove from packaging 

For the following three items: no adver¬ 
tisements, religious, patriotic, military or 
camouflage symbols please,cartoon charac¬ 
ters are acceptable 

30 centimeter ruler, hard or flexible 

6 unsharpened pencils 

2 l A inch eraser 

4”xl6” cloth bag, home made or pur¬ 
chased bags are both acceptable heavy duty 
fabric only-denim, corduroy, drapery fabric 
etc., closures are optional but must be but¬ 
tons, snaps or Velcro sewn in middle of 
opening if used 

24 count box of crayons, only 24 count 
boxes please 


Newsletter Publication Information 


This newsletter insert is published 
four times a year in the Louisiana Now! 
Deadlines for submitting article/ news 
are as follows: 

January - Due Nov. 30th 
May - Due March 26th 
August - Due July 9th 
November - October 10th 
All UMW articles and news stories 
welcomed. E-mail transmission allows 
best transmission for publishing. Photos 
must be sent separately (preferably by e- 


mail) and need to be in jpeg format. 

Note: Check out the updated 
Louisiana Conference UMW website: 

1. Gotowww.la-umc.org 

2. Click on ministries 

3. Click on laity 

4. Click on UMW 

Send all articles to: 

Anita H. Hansberry 
E-Mail: ahansb@bellsouth.net 
Home phone: (225) 766-3336 


Louisiana UMW members to lead 


Remaining on the forefront of Christian 
change efforts, United Methodist Women 
delegates of the South Central Jurisdiction 
moved the hands of time forward with the 
election of new leaders at the South Central 
Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting held in 
Abilene Texas. Yvette Richards, newly 
elected National President of United 
Methodist Women from Kansas City, MO., 
stated that her desire is to inspire, encour¬ 
age, and motivate United Methodist 
women to live out the vision of faith, hope, 
and love into action. 

The Louisiana Conference is pleased to 
announce the election of Edna Hickman to 
the office of President of the South Central 
Jurisdiction. Edna is one of five jurisdic¬ 
tional presidents in the United Methodist 
Church connection. Erica Washington, 
chairperson of the board of directors of 
Luke’s House in New Orleans, a free med¬ 
ical clinic, was selected to be the 
Louisiana Conference representative of the 
Program Advisory Group. 

The Program Advisory Group is a new 
component of United Methodist Women 
consisting of 70-80 members. The 
Program Advisory Group was formed to 
assure representation of each conference 
and to strengthen the connection between 


local women and the national policymak¬ 
ing body. The Program Advisory Group is 
composed of United Methodist’s Women’s 
25 -member board of directors, five juris¬ 
dictional United Methodist Women presi¬ 
dents, a representative from each confer¬ 
ence not already represented on the 25 
member board, and representatives from 
United Methodist agencies, deaconess, 
home missioners, and United Methodist 
Women regional representatives of pan- 
Methodist women’s organizations, related 
to the World Methodist Council. The 
Program Advisory Group will advise the 
national board on matters related to pro¬ 
gram. 

It truly has been an exciting eight years 
that I have served on the board of directors 
of United Methodist Women. I am proud 
to say, “I wouldn’t take nothing for my 
journey now!!!” I will continue to live the 
UMW Purpose and be an advocate for 
women, children and youth, and be the 
voice and face of mission. Thank you 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women for the opportunity to be in service 
for and with you. 

Christ’s servant, 

Kathleen Conrad 


Louisiana Conference United Methodist 

Women 

Committee on Nominations Report 

Slate of New Officers to be elected for 2013-2014 

Vice President - Sandy DeCelle 
Spiritual Growth - Marjorie Franklin 
Treasurer-TBA 

Returning Officer to be elected for 2013 - 2014 

Social Actions Coordinator - Laura Salguero 
Committee on Nominations Chair - Judy Nugent 

Committee on Nominations to be elected for one year 

Class of 2013 - Sammie Jo Perkins (Lake Charles) 

To be elected for four years 

Class of 2016 - Margie Harris (Monroe) 

Class of 2016 - Cynthia Logan (New Orleans) 

Retiring Officers 

Juanita Lagard - 4 Years 
Brenda Marks - 2 Years 
Judy Willis - 4 Years 

Committee On Nominations 

Sandy DeCelle - 1 Year 
Carrie Roy - 4 Years 
Marjorie Franklin - 3 Years 


Remembering Retired Deaconess Juanita Ivies 


BY GLORIA LESTER, PRESIDENT 
OF BATON ROUGE DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

My observations and reflections of this 
beautiful lady are written below. I remem¬ 
ber Juanita as: 

• A competent laywoman commissioned 
to ministries of love, justice and service. 

• A former Diaconal Minister of the 
California Pacific Southwest Conference; a 
Retired Deaconess of the Louisiana 
Conference; a retiree from the Board of 
Global Ministries, Office of Stewardship of 


the United Methodist Church 

• A featured soloist of the Chancel Choir 
for Wesley United Methodist Church, Los 
Angeles; Music Director of First Compton 
UMC, Compton, California 

• An appointed Superintendent, 1974- 
1976, Sager Brown Home-Godman 
School, Baldwin, Louisiana and 

• A very active participant and member 
of United Methodist Women, the local 
church, district, conferences, jurisdiction, 
civic and community events. 
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Academy for Spiritual Leadership now directed by Rev. Frances Hooton 



Participants in an Academy for Spiritual Leadership event prepare to walk the 
outdoor labyrinth at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 


Formation, Disciplines, Practices... 
These are just three of the words coupled 
with “Spiritual” to describe how we pursue 
an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. 

The Academy for Spiritual Leadership 
began in the fall of 1998 under the direc¬ 
tion of Rev. Carole Cotton Winn to raise up 
a generation of spiritual leaders, both cler¬ 
gy and lay, to re-ignite our deep Wesleyan 
roots of personal relationships with God 
and with the world. 

Rev. Frances Hooton became the second 
director of the Academy for Spiritual 
Leadership on July 1, 2012. Francey has 
been a part of the Academy since its first 
series of retreats in 1998. She completed 
the training for Spiritual Direction in 2003 . 
She is also a Louisiana certified labyrinth 
facilitator. 

Rev. Hooton is a graduate of LSU with 
a degree in secondary education (1989) and 
a Master’s of Divinty with a concentration 
in Christian Education from Candler 
School of Theology at Emory University 
(1994). 

She was ordained elder in full connec¬ 
tion in June 1996, six weeks after her mar¬ 
riage to Rev. Richard Hooton. 

This is her fourth appointment in the 19 
years she has served the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Rev. Hooton has served as 
associate pastor of St. Timothy on the 


Northshore UMC, Trinity UMC in 
Alexandria, and First UMC in Many. 

“I believe that the primary mission of 
this academy is to nurture and educate spir¬ 
itual leaders to serve in the local churches 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference. At the 
heart of Christian leadership is Christian for¬ 
mation,” said Rev. Hooton. 

The following events present multiple 
opportunities for all: 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION and SPIRITUAL 
FORMATION IN THE CONGREGATION, 
Class of 2012-2014 

Each one of us is on a journey of faith 
that takes a lifetime. We long for the pres¬ 
ence of God in our individual lives and in 
our communities. What is influencing your 
life of faith? Who is guiding you? Who 
are you guiding? Are you longing for a 
deeper understanding of Spiritual 
Formation, Spiritual Disciplines, and 
Spiritual Direction? 

You are invited to participate in the 
Training for Spiritual Direction and 
Spiritual Formation in the Congregation. 
This is a two-year course taught in six 
retreats offered by the Louisiana Annual 
Conference to raise up spiritual leaders 
who can help us tune in to all ways that 
affect the life of the faith community. Rev. 
Wendy Miller is the core instructor. The six 
retreats will be held at The Wesley Center 


in Woodworth, La. Retreats begin on 
Monday at 3 p.m. and end on Thursday at 
11a.m. Tuition is $2,100 divided over the 
course of the six retreats. Conference 
CEU’s and academic credit from Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary will be given for 
required course work. 

Retreat One - Introduction to Spiritual 
Guidance, Oct. 29 - Nov. 1, 2012 

Retreat Two - Spiritual Direction and 
the Journey to the Soul: Teresa of Avila - 


March 4-7, 2013 

Retreat Three — Tending to the Soul 
During the Dark Night Journey: John of the 
Cross - May 6-9, 2013 

Retreat Four - Spiritual Discernment 
and the Contemplative Retreat; 

Oct. 28-31,2013 

Retreat Five - Spiritual Formation in the 
Congregation: Tending the Soul of the 
Church and Individuals Within and Beyond 

See Spiritual Academy, page 8 



Wanda Nelson, a member of St. John’s UMC in Baton Rouge, assists with the intake process for a client seeking the services of the church’s client-choice food 
pantry, The Shepherd’s Market. Dierdre Halliburton, pantry coordinator, Theresa Sandifer, project director and Lynn Cooper, intake coordinator, are pictured right. 


Food Pantry, from page 1 

independent food drives and monetary 
donations to supplement items received 
from the Food Bank and St. John’s mem¬ 
bers include South Baton Rouge 
Presbyterian Church, New Life Church of 
Baton Rouge, Highland Presbyterian 
Church, University Lab School, Episcopal 
High School, Raising Canes and Hi Nabor 
grocery store. 

“The market is always looking to part¬ 
ner with other churches, schools or organ¬ 
izations to hold independent food drives 
that will stock the shelves of the pantry, as 
well as provide volunteers to help run the 
pantry. We strive to provide efficient and 
friendly service to each and every person 
who visits us, so we try to operate with 
between eight and 10 volunteers each 
day,” said Sandifer. 

The pantry uses an online signup pro¬ 


cedure for volunteer opportunities. The 
site may be accessed by visiting 
www.stjohnsbr.org and clicking on the 
“Ministries” tab. A link to 
volunteerspot.com can be found under the 
food pantry section for outreach and min¬ 
istries. 

“Of course, we always have room for 
those who just show up on a Tuesday or 
Thursday to help at the pantry. One thing 
I have learned, you can’t be a Christian all 
by yourself. It takes all of us to assist peo¬ 
ple in a loving one-on-one manner,” said 
Sandifer. 

The Shepherd’s Market is one of only 
two client-choice pantries in Baton 
Rouge—the second, housed at Hope 
Ministries, serves the 70805 zip code in 
north Baton Rouge. 

The pantry is set up and stocked like a 
small “mom-and-pop” grocery store with 
food and non-food items. Non-food items 


are very popular because food stamps 
cannot be used to buy anything except 
food. “Many people in need often go 
without things like toilet paper, shampoo, 
napkins, trash bags and cleaning sup¬ 
plies,” said Sandifer. 

After visiting with an intake volunteer, 
clients are given a voucher which is color- 
coded to indicate the size of their house¬ 
hold. The items in the pantry are color- 
coded as well, making it easy to know the 
amount of each item a client may choose. 
A shopping assistant volunteer then takes 
the client around the pantry with a shop¬ 
ping cart and grocery bags. 

“The assistants help each client choose 
the food that best meets the needs of that 
particular client’s household. Then the 
food is weighed and another volunteer 
helps the client take their groceries to their 
vehicles. The number of pounds of food 
distributed to each family depends on the 


number of people living at the household. 
Because the clients are choosing the foods 
that their family likes to eat - just like in a 
grocery store - there is much less wasted 
food than when a person is handed a pre¬ 
packaged box of foods,” explained 
Sandifer. 

The added bonus of the one-on-one 
service is the relationship that develops 
between the volunteer and client, she 
added. “The exchange is personal and 
meaningful. We are able to really get to 
know each other. It is the perfect setting 
to share God’s unconditional love and 
expose those who come to the hope and 
peace that comes from knowing Jesus. By 
feeding others, we are fed.” 

For more information, contact the 
church at (225) 766-4594 or email shep- 
herdsmarket@gmail.com 
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Spiritual Academy, from page i 

the Church - Feb. 24 - 27, 2014 

Retreat Six - Integration and Healing 
with Soul-Tending - April 28 - May 1, 
2014 

THE ACADEMY FOR SPIRITUAL LEAD¬ 
ERSHIP WELCOME RETREAT 
Nov. 29- Dec. 1, 2012 

Join Francey and her staff at The 
Wesley Center for a special Advent retreat 
and to learn much, much more about 
Francey’s vision for The Academy. The 
registration fee is $215 per person, single 
occupancy, and $192, double occupancy, 
including all meals. 

AWAKENING 

Awakening Weekend is designed for 
youth and young adults, ages 16-20, who 
are in the process of trying to discover 
God’s plan for their vocations. We will 
gather at The Wesley Center Jan. 4-6, 2013 
for a time of worship, fellowship and dis¬ 
cernment. Registration is Friday at 5:30 
p.m.; and the closing is Sunday at 11:30 
a.m. The registration fee for this is $50. 
THE DISCERNERS ACADEMY 

The Discemers Academy, for college- 
age and up, is March 15-17, 2013 at The 
Wesley Center. The registration fee is $50. 
This retreat is for persons who are experi¬ 
encing a nudge toward a possible call to 
ministry, and want a safe place to ask 
questions and leam about where to begin, 
as well as meet new friends who are also 
experiencing the discernment process. We 
will give participants a taste of not only 
what a seminary class will be like, but also 
a covenant group where they can share 
their stories and discuss their concerns. It 
takes a long time to discern questions that 
you may be pondering like ... 

-Where is God leading me? 

-Does God want me to attend semi¬ 
nary? 

-Am I best suited to be a youth minis¬ 
ter? 

- How can I best respond to God, given 
my gifts and my heart felt desire to serve? 

- Who will encourage me and mentor 
me along this journey? 

Contact Francey Hooton at 
franhoot@gmail.com for additional infor¬ 
mation regarding all Academy events, or 
email lindagregg@la-umc.org 


KEY 

ELEMENTS 

IN 

SHTESSFUI 

STEWARDSHIP 

STRATEGIES 

Register roda\ for the free Webinar: 
Thursday, September \ f\ 6:50pm CDT 
[1 ttp:• ti n y (1 r 1. enm -'5 Ke\ K1 cm e tits / 


Louisiana mission team serves UM church in Russia 


Earlier this summer, a mission team of 
14 Louisiana United Methodists traveled 
to Russia to serve the people of First 
United Methodist Church, Ekaterinburg. 

In the midst of a packed schedule, unfore¬ 
seen obstacles, and significant cultural 
differences, the team “felt the hand of 
God,” said James Gillespie, leader for the 
conference Russia initiative. 

Projects included patching the church 
roof, visiting children at an orphanage, 
leading Vacation Bible School (right), 
preparing food bags and teaching a Beth 
Moore study. 

During the 2012 Louisiana Annual 
Conference in Shreveport, an offering 
was dedicated to the repairing of First 
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, 
Russia. A total of $72,374 was raised. 

The Louisiana Conference has been 
supporting the congregation of the First 
United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, 
Russia since its beginning in 1991. 
Countless contributions over the last 20 
years have included food, medical equip¬ 
ment, clothing, hygiene items, Sunday 
school curriculum, church materials and 
Vacation Bible School supplies. 


Mission teams have traveled to 
Ekaterinburg to provide help with con¬ 
struction, Vacation Bible School, and 
other important outreach missions. 

The Louisiana Conference and the 
General Board of Global Ministries raised 
$500,000 for the original construction of 
the building. 


The church serves as a central meeting 
location for the Central Russia Annual 
Conference each summer and other local 
district meetings. During the week, the 
church is a meeting place for a non - 
denominational church which gathers on 
Sunday afternoons and a Campus 
Crusade for Christ group. 



The church has been there for you... 

Why not give back? 




UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

“Wk’fe ftiilll miJ Moucy Come Teutelher" 


God and the church give us so much 
throughout our lives. It is within the church 
that we praise God, celebrate life’s joys, get 
married, raise our children, serve others and 
mourn the loss of loved ones. 

As Christians we have a certain obligation 
to God’s work, and planned giving is one 
way to support those ministries forever. 

Planned gifts may include simple bequests 
(gifts left in a will or retirement plan), 
trusts, life insurance, gift annuities, or real 
estate. 


For information on making a 
planned gift to your church, 
call us or go to our website! 


www.umf.org (225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 



















Save the Date! 
Installation of Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey 
Episcopal Leader for 
the Louisiana 
Annual Conference 


October 20, 2012 
First UMC, Baton Rouge 
Service begins 11 a.m. 
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Local churches donate, volunteer to aid recovery 


As the Louisiana Annual Conference 
continues to assess the needs of churches 
and communities in the wake of Hurricane 
Isaac, we ask you to prayerfully consider 
responding in the following ways: 

•A special designated fund has been 
established for the Louisiana Conference 


Bishop’s Appeal—Appeal# 4754-02 for 
Hurricane Isaac. We suggest Sunday, 
September 30 be set aside as Hurricane 
Isaac Response Sunday. These funds will 
be used to assist in the rebuilding efforts of 
the local churches affected. Donations can 
also be made through www.la-umc.org 


•Give to UMCOR Advance #901670- 
Hurricanes 2012 online or through your 
local church. (For checks, be sure to write 
“Hurricanes 2012” on the memo line.) 

•We have used thousands of flood buck¬ 
ets already and we will need many more. 

See Isaac response, page 2 


In Isaac’s Wake 



LAltef. 


A member of Lee’s Landing United Methodist Church wades through flood waters that flowed into the church sanctu¬ 
ary in the wake of Hurricane Isaac, a Cat 1 storm that hit the tip of Louisiana’s coast the evening of Aug. 28 and again 
during the early morning of Aug. 29. Louisiana Annual Conference leaders have been assessing damages and 
responding by distributing much needed cleaning buckets, health kits, tarps, water and ice provided through the 
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. 

Conference assessment team tours affected areas 


Troy Guitreau, member of the 
Maurepas Volunteer Fire Department, 
affirmed that “a lot of people in 
Louisiana are suffering” from the effects 
of flooding caused by Hurricane Isaac. 

The category one storm caused crush¬ 
ing water damage and loss of power in 
Maurepas and in neighboring towns like 
Whitehall and Head of Island, said 
Guitreau, who is a member of the board 
of trustees for Huff Chapel United 
Methodist Church in nearby Killian, La. 


Rev. Milton Bourque, pastor of Huff 
Chapel UMC, guided a damage assess¬ 
ment team from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference on Labor Day through some 
of the hardest hit areas in South 
Livingston Parish. Bishop Cynthia Fierro 
Harvey led the group which was joined 
by Rev. Tom Hazelwood, assistant gener¬ 
al secretary for disaster response in the 
United States for United Methodist 
Committee on Relief. 

The team rode through affected areas 


in a 2.5 ton army transport vehicle driven 
by Guitreau. The massive truck belongs 
to the volunteer fire department. 

“I’ve probably gotten only 20 hours of 
sleep since the storm began,” said 
Guitreau. “The fire department helped 
most of Thursday and Friday in rescuing 
around 50 people who were trapped in 
their houses.” 

Standing flood waters cut off area res¬ 
idents from access to food supplies, water 

See Isaac, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


A New Journey Begins 


What a week! This is not exactly 
how I had envisioned beginning our 
life and work together. 

I have been reminded often of 
Psalm 46 . 

“God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth should change, though the 
mountains shake in the heart of the 
sea; though its waters roar and foam, 
though the mountains tremble with its 
tumult.” 

As I prepared to travel to Baton 
Rouge last week, I remained tuned to 
the weather channel. While I began 
praying for you shortly after my elec¬ 
tion, my prayers became very focused 
last week as I prayed that God would 


protect each of you from harm as 
Hurricane Isaac whirled its way into 
the Gulf of Mexico. In the midst of 
great uncertainty, I knew one thing for 
sure - you would once again rise 
above any storm. My suspicions have 
been confirmed - the people of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference are 
resilient and faithful beyond measure. 

I, along with several of my col¬ 
leagues, traveled this week through 
the areas affected by Isaac. Several 
days after the storm, many areas were 
still impassable, but at every stop, we 
were met with smiles and a sense that 
all will be well. In every case the 
church was “being” the church in the 
community. Our churches were the 
center of the recovery for the commu¬ 



Rev. Don Cottrill and Bishop Harvey pray with Rev. Regina Hickman outside 
the sanctuary for First UMC in LaPlace. The building was damaged by a foot of 
standing water after the Category 1 storm struck Louisiana’s coast. 



Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey visits with Rev. Spiller Milton of Lee’s Landing 
UMC on the flooded road leading to the church, which was inundated by high 
waters from Hurricane Isaac. 


nity living out in real time what it 
means to love God and love our 
neighbor. Thanks be to God! 

We witnessed first-hand and heard 
the stories of those who had lost 
everything as the flood waters over¬ 
came their homes. We have seen the 
impact of a flood bucket and a 
hygiene kit. It is amazing how impor¬ 
tant a wash cloth and a toothbrush can 
be to one who has none. These are 
sacramental gifts given by faithful and 
generous United Methodists. 

I was excited on July 20 when I 
learned I was assigned to Louisiana 
but today, I must say I am not only 
excited but I am extremely proud to 
be your bishop. I get a great sense of 
your love, commitment and desire to 


be a transforming presence in the 
communities you serve. 

Over the next few weeks you will 
have an opportunity to continue to 
respond in tangible ways. You can 
put together a flood bucket; you can 
register to volunteer to help in the 
recovery process; you can contribute 
to a special fund to help our many 
churches who experienced damage; 
and you can of course pray without 
ceasing. 

Above of all I trust that you will 
remember the words of the Psalmist, 
“God is our refuge and our strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


Isaac response, from page 1 

You can continue to assemble flood buck¬ 
ets. Find the ingredients at www.la- 
umc.org. Each district will have a pick up 
site for completed cleaning buckets. They 
are: 

□Acadiana District: Covenant UMC, 
Lafayette or First UMC, Thibodaux 
□Alexandria District: First UMC, 
Pineville 

□Baton Rouge District: First UMC, 
Denham Springs 

□Lake Charles District: St. Luke 
Simpson UMC, Lake Charles 

□Monroe District: First UMC, West 
Monroe 

□New Orleans District: First Street 
Peck UMC, New Orleans 

□ Shreveport District: Asbury UMC, 
Bossier City 

Please deliver your flood buckets to 
these sites by September 30. The buckets 
will then be delivered to the UMCOR 
Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. to 


replenish what we have used or sent direct¬ 
ly to the locations designated. 

•Register for a disaster response volun¬ 
teer team through the Louisiana 
Conference Office to ensure we are 
responding to those in greatest need. All 
teams should register by going to www.la- 
umc.org. The cost per person for five 
nights is $225. Shorter stays are possible at 
a cost of $45 a night. This includes orienta¬ 
tion, housing, one meal per day, water and 
insurance coverage. Your willing hands are 
most valuable, but for those teams choos¬ 
ing to work on a constmction project, we 
request that $2,000 be supplied by the team 
to assist with constmction materials needed 
to complete projects. Teams are also need¬ 
ed for general cleanup and gutting of hous¬ 
es. We expect to be ready for disaster 
response teams by October 1. 

Emergency Response Teams are needed 
now! ERT’s should contact Rev. Larry 
Norman in the Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission office at (225) 346-1646; or Rev. 
Bob Deich at (225) 665-8995. 
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New Orleans District is hit hard by 



Rev. Tim Smith, pastor of Gretna United Methodist Church, top left, shows a con 
ference assessment team the church’s fallen steeple which was blown down by 
Isaac’s gusting winds. Rev. Martha Orphe, pastor of First Street PW UMC in New 
Orleans, tells Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey about cleaning bucket distributions 
taking place at the church. Joe Burke looks on. Rev. Tim Neustifter, top, shows 
the group videos of the worst flooding in the Belle Chasse area. 

Hurricane Isaac’s winds and rain 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

The Rev. Regina Hickman, pastor of 
First United Methodist Church in LaPlace, 
La., shared with members of a Louisiana 
Annual (regional) Conference storm 
assessment team that she was prepared for 
the emotions associated with flood dam¬ 
age to her church from Hurricane Isaac. 

“In 2005,1 pastored United Methodist 
churches in Grand Isle and Golden 
Meadow. Hurricane Katrina severely 
impacted the parsonage at Grand Isle, and 
Hurricane Rita damaged the sanctuary in 
Golden Meadow,” said Hickman. Now 
she is dealing with the cleanup from dam¬ 
ages caused by one foot of standing flood- 
water in the LaPlace sanctuary. 

She told Louisiana Area Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey, former head of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
that the storm-weary congregation wor¬ 
shipped in the church parking lot Sept. 2, 
using a single guitar to provide music. 
Members of a nearby Lutheran church 
joined the group. 

“We didn’t have power, and it was hot 
outside, but we came together to worship 
God,” Hickman said. “I needed to see the 
faces of my congregation. I needed to 
know they were OK.” 

Floodwaters from the storm left stand¬ 
ing water in much of the city and knocked 
out power in most of its homes. Nearly 
3,500 people were evacuated from the 
area. 

“Several of my church members were 
rescued from their homes by boat,” said 
Hickman, who added that most of those 
families have returned home. 

In the church, United Methodist volun¬ 
teers sorted through wet hymnals and 
sheet music. “At first, I tried to help look 
through the music, but every time I picked 
something up, it broke my heart,” 


Hickman said. “I really do appreciate their 
help,” said the pastor, who is working 
with a professional company on cleanup 
and repairs to the flooded building. 

Despite its hardships, the church will 
serve as a distribution site for much-need¬ 
ed cleaning buckets, bleach, tarps and 
health kits provided through the UMCOR 
Sager-Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. 
Volunteers from the Wesley Foundation at 
Tulane University plan to assist with the 
distribution. 

The outpouring of offers for help from 
others has touched Hickman. “One of our 
older members, Mr. Leo, came by yester¬ 
day and handed me a check. 4 1 forgot to 
give you my offering on Sunday,’ he said. 

I was really moved because his house had 
three feet of water in it.” 

The conference assessment team, led 
by Harvey, traveled farther into the hard- 
hit New Orleans District of the confer¬ 
ence. At First United Methodist Church in 
Kenner, the Rev. Beth Tu’uta was dealing 
with damage caused by a leaking roof and 
water that came under church doors dur¬ 
ing Hurricane Isaac. 

“Most of my congregation and the sur¬ 
rounding community was impacted, espe¬ 
cially due to a lack of electrical power,” 
said Tu’uta, acknowledging that that the 
city of Kenner is “still coming back” from 
the effects of Hurricane Katrina, which hit 
the city in 2005. 

Although the church sustained damage, 
the pastor is reaching out to the communi¬ 
ty by providing Internet access to those 
who need it. “We have Internet, but no 
phone,” she added. “People need to get 
online to find out about community serv¬ 
ices and to contact family members. 
Members of First United already are 
assisting with gutting houses in Slidell, 

La. The church also hopes to serve as a 
housing station for disaster-response 


teams, much as it did in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Tu’uta is anxious to get the church’s 
facilities back in order so the congregation 
can proceed with several programs focus¬ 
ing on community outreach. The church 
offers GED and English-as-a-second-lan- 
guage classes while providing childcare to 
those with small children. “We intend to 
add citizenship classes, also,” she said. 
“With the use of 15 computers, we will be 
starting a center that will assist folks with 
finding services and with filling out job 
applications.” 

This autumn, the church hopes to start 
a community garden on a patch of land 
behind the church building. “We have sev¬ 
eral chefs and a nutritionist in our congre¬ 
gation. We hope to teach folks how to 
grow and share their own food, to cook it 
and to provide nutritionally sound meals 
to their families,” said Tu’uta. 

In New Orleans, First Street PW 
United Methodist Church is serving as a 
distribution point for cleaning buckets and 
health kits supplied through UMCOR. The 
centrally located, 179-year-old church, 
which sustained minor storm damage, 
serves as an ideal spot for supply pickups. 

“On Sunday morning, we had ‘work’- 
ship instead of worship,” said the Rev. 
Martha Orphe. “We had members of all 
ages assisting with distributing hundreds 
of cleaning buckets and thousands of 
medical kits to people in surrounding 
neighborhoods.” 

First Street will house AmeriCorps vol¬ 
unteers and plans to continue serving as a 
supply distribution center. 

Harvey also led the assessment team to 
Gretna United Methodist Church, which 
lost its steeple to Isaac’s gusting winds. 
“Unfortunately, water let in from the 
steeple opening and other leaks in the roof 
caused us to have about an inch of water 


throughout the entire sanctuary and other 
areas of the church building,” said the 
Rev. Tim Smith. 

He is concerned that the large sanctu¬ 
ary may need a new roof and estimates 
that damages could exceed $300,000. 

The Rev. Becky Conner, pastor of 
Belle Chasse United Methodist Church in 
Plaquemines Parish, is relieved that dam¬ 
ages to the church facility were minor. 
“Generally, Belle Chasse fared better than 
other parts of the parish. Power is still out 
for lots of folks, and a number of families 
are not back yet. We’ve delayed our moth¬ 
er’s day out program for at least a week,” 
she said. 

Conner spoke with the conference 
assessment team about parking an 
UMCOR truck in the church lot to serve 
as a distribution point for cleaning buck¬ 
ets, medical kits, water and tarps. “People 
from hard-hit Buras come into Belle 
Chasse for their regular supplies,” she 
said. “We can serve a great need here.” 

The Rev. Tim Neustifter, pastor of St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church in 
Monroe, was visiting the Belle Chasse 
church when the conference assessment 
team arrived. A lieutenant colonel and 
chaplain in the Louisiana Air National 
Guard, he is temporarily stationed at the 
Belle Chasse Air Force Base, assisting 
with disaster relief efforts. 

He and others from his unit participat¬ 
ed in the evacuation of nearly 30 people 
from Braithwaite, a small community 
across the Mississippi River from Belle 
Chasse. “We used flat-bottom boats to 
reach the houses, which were flooded up 
the roofs. When we got to a house, we 
would beat on the roof to see is someone 
was there. Then we had to break into the 
top of the homes to pull people out,” he 
explained. 
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In the wake of Hurricane Isaac: The Louisiana Annual Conference 






Clockwise: Rev. Regina Hickman, above, answers a question for a member of a 
professional service working on the cleanup of First UMC in LaPlace. The church 
sanctuary held one foot of water from Hurricane Isaac’s torrential rains. Top left, 
Rev. Mike McLaurin and his wife LuAn McLaurin pray with Rev. Tom Hazelwood 
and Rev. Larry Norman, director of Louisiana Volunteers in Mission, outside the 
First UMC parsonage in Ponchatoula. Hurricane Isaac’s gusting winds sent a tree 
through the roof of the parsonage. Rev. Hazelwood is Assistant General 
Secretary for Disaster Response in the United States for UMCOR. A resident of 
Maurepas wades through flood waters to get to his home in South Livingston 
Parish, one of the areas hardest hit by Isaac. A sign for First UMC in LaPlace is 
engulfed by flood waters in the midst of the storm. Close to 3,500 residents of 
the area were evacuated from the LaPlace area. Brad Hutchinson of First UMC in 
Denham Springs is shown handing out flood buckets near Bear Lake. The road 
was under one foot of water and residents came to the distribution trailer by 
boat. (Captions for page 5) The steeple from Gretna UMC was blown down by 
Isaac’s gusting winds. A handmade sign on the side of the steeple sends the 
message, ‘Still open for mission and ministry.’A scene from Braithwaite, La. 
shows some of the worst flooding from the Category 1 storm. Residents were 
rescued from the area, many of them escaping through the attics in their homes. 
A friendly little worm made his way onto a hymnal in the flooded sanctuary of 
First UMC in LaPlace. A number of his friends were found throughout the build¬ 
ing. Rev. Beth Tu'uta of First UMC in Kenner points out to Rev. Norman and to 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey the damage that occurred in the church sanctuary 
due to Isaac. A Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response trailer is shown in 
the parking lot outside First UMC in LaPlace. Volunteers from First UMC in 
Denham Springs were in the church assisting with recovery. (See cover) Rev. 
Hazelwood takes pictures of the flooded road leading to Lee’s Landing UMC. 
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assesses damage, volunteers, begins the long road back to recovery 
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Katy Build honors Asbury UMC teen 


Katy Watkins joined the Asbury United 
Methodist youth group in Bossier City as a 
seventh grader. She had a passion for mis¬ 
sion and was active in “Weekend of the 
Cross” and in serving in New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina. 

In 2006, Katy and two other friends lost 
their lives in a car accident while traveling 
to a football game on Interstate 49 in 
Louisiana. However, Katy’s legacy of mis¬ 
sion lives on through a joint project of the 
Fuller Center of NWLA for Housing and 
Asbury UMC. 


In June, the two organizations broke 
ground on a new construction project they 
called “Katy Build” in honor of the inspira¬ 
tional teenager and her mission-focused 
life. “Katy 1” is a 1,300 square home com¬ 
pleted in early August. 

During a special ceremony, Charles and 
Vemita Brown moved into the home, (top), 
beginning a new chapter of their lives. 

For more information on ways to be 
involved with Katy Build II, please contact 
Lee Jeter at ljeter@fullercentemwla.org, or 
(318) 221-7474 or Angela Pfanner at ange- 
lapfanner@asburybossier.org 



LaHarpe Thompson UMC reaches out 


LaHarpe Thompson UMC’s youth min¬ 
istry was the center of attention during a 
youth worship service held at a Shriner’s 
meeting in New Orleans Aug. 19-24. 
LaHarpe Thompson’s youth choir “Voices 
of Fire” performed several selections fol¬ 
lowed by Rev. Ronald J. Southall, who 
delivered a message entitled “Where Ever 
There is God’s Will, There Is a Way.” 

On Saturday, August 11, 2012, LaHarpe 
Thompson UMC’s youth sponsored a 
“Back-2-School Bash” filled with games 
led by Cindy Southall, youth director. 

They played hangman, dodge ball and had 
sack races. Mary Johnson served the kids 
hot dogs and nachos as well as assisting 
with the supper. Stacy Poche made cotton 
candy for those with a sweet tooth. The 
kids also enjoyed “freeze pops” as a sweet 
treat which offered some relief from the 
heat. 

Jacqueline Pennington led the kids in 
singing and praising God in preparation for 
several upcoming performances. The group 
will be singing at Prince Hall Shriner’s 
youth worship service, the West Bank 
“Stop The Violence” rally, and at LaHarpe 


Thompson’s first annual “Youth 
Extravaganza” which is scheduled for Sept. 
30 during the 9 a.m. service. The event 
will be a day of celebration, worship and 
praise and the public is invited to attend 
through this medium. 

The “Back-2-School Bash” coincided 
with a fish and chicken dinner fundraiser. 
Church members Frankie Gibson, Carolyn 
Young, Sharon Fletcher and Bernice 
Robinson cooked fish and chicken for the 
event. The day was a tremendous success, 
said Jacqueline Franklin, church lay leader, 
as she took a break from cooking. “We 
had good fellowship and the kids really 
enjoyed themselves with all of the activi¬ 
ties,” she added. 

Rev. Southall was pleased with the 
results of the day. “This event was initially 
scheduled for last month, but was post¬ 
poned due to rain. The rain earlier in the 
day almost threatened the event again caus¬ 
ing alterations to the planned activities. 
However, we proceeded on and the weath¬ 
er improved. The success of our event was 
evident by the smiles on the children’s 
faces.” 
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LA 5 Day Academy for 
Spiritual Formation 

January 6-11, 201JatThe Wesley Center. Woodworth LA 

For more information on the Academy, visit the Events 
section on the Louisiana Annual Conferfence website at 
www.la-umc.org 



Broadmoor UMC responds to Isaac 



Make plans now for: 


Members at Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport recently 
assembled cleaning buckets to help with 
the cleanup after Isaac. The much needed 
relief buckets are stocked with supplies as 
part of a national United Methodist effort 
to aid places recovering from devastation. 
Rev. Matt Rawle said the buckets will go 
to the stockpile at the UMCOR Sager 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. to replenish 
buckets that were already sent out to aid 
recent hurricane victims. 


Over the course of the morning, mem¬ 
bers filled over 100 five-gallon buckets 
with essential cleaning items. The cost of 
each bucket is approximately $55 with its 
contents ranging fromeverything from 
sponges and gloves, to trash bags and scrub 
brushes, to air freshener and bleach. The 
supplies were collected at the church 
throughout the week, allowing the church 
to help provide care for the most vulnera¬ 
ble people during this time of crisis. 
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Troy Guitreau, a volunteer fireman and member of the board of trustees for Huff Chapel UMC in Killian, La., is pictured at the Maurepas Volunteer Fire Department. 
Guitreau, who assisted with the rescue of area residents trapped in their homes, affirmed that ‘a lot of people in Louisiana are suffering’ from the effects of flooding 
caused by Hurricane Isaac. Top right, Rev. Mike McLaurin, pastor, shows Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey roof damage to the parsonage at First UMC, Ponchatoula. 


Isaac, from page 1 

and ice. “Since there is no electricity 
available, people have lost their water. 
Most folks have their own pump-driven 
water wells that need electricity to work. 
Basically, they are out of everything,” 
Guitreau added. 

The day the team arrived, the fire 
department was distributing ice, water 
and sand for sandbags. 

In nearby Ponchatoula, First United 
Methodist Church has been distributing 
cleaning buckets provided by UMCOR 
through the Sager Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, La. More buckets are being 
delivered to First UMC and to the fire 
station for immediate distribution. 

According to Rev. Darryl Tate, direc¬ 
tor for the Conference disaster relief 
ministry, thousands of cleaning buckets 
and health kits from the depot have been 
distributed in affected areas. Eighteen 
palettes of water, 16 palettes of bleach 
and tarps are also being distributed. 
Requests for more cleaning buckets have 
already been made. 

Although the Ponchatoula church par¬ 


sonage suffered damage due to a fallen 
tree, the church building escaped harm. 
The congregation is actively involved in 
disaster relief efforts, including provid¬ 
ing meals to Red Cross volunteers, said 
Rev. Mike McLaurin, pastor. 

After leaving Ponchatoula, the confer¬ 
ence assessment team traveled to nearby 
Lee’s Landing UMC. Greeted by Rev. 
Spiller Milton, pastor, the group was not 
able to reach the flooded church due to 
high waters that covered the road leading 
to the church. 

While Bishop Harvey visited with 
Rev. Milton, a local resident named Gene 
Coumes drove by and joined in the con¬ 
versation. Coumes explained that he and 
others used a truck with oversized tires 
to help rescue several people that were 
trapped in areas nearby Lee’s Landing 
UMC. “My mom lives there, and I own a 
camp in the area,” said Coumes. 

A stop in Mandeville, La. brought the 
group to Newell UMC, located blocks 
away from Lake Ponchartrain. The self- 
reliant congregation has already ripped 
up soggy carpet and is attempting to sal¬ 
vage it. Unfortunately, Newell sustained 


some roof damage and the sanctuary’s 
flooring foundation is likely damaged. 

Rev. Nolan Robinson, pastor, is anx¬ 
ious to get the church back on its feet. 
“We had worship on Sunday, but we only 
had half our usual number. I think a 
number of people couldn’t get in because 
of flooding,” said Rev. Robinson. 

Later in the day, the assessment team 
visited First UMC in Slidell to discuss 
the church’s plans to house disaster 
response volunteers. Although a number 
of area homes were damaged by Isaac’s 
winds and rain, the church escaped with 
minor injuries. 

First UMC was not so fortunate dur¬ 
ing Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The sanc¬ 
tuary was inundated with four feet of 
water during the devastating storm. 
Bishop Harvey viewed a commemorative 
plaque in the church’s sanctuary that 
marks the water line left by the Katrina 
flood. 

Escorted by Rev. Wybra Price, pastor, 
the team visited the church’s Family Life 
Center. The building will be filled with 
bunk beds to house disaster response 
teams as they arrive to gut and rebuild 


homes impacted by Hurricane Isaac. 

“Church volunteers have already gut¬ 
ted two homes in the area. We are 
blessed to reach out to our community 
and to serve as a staging area for the 
recovery,” said Rev. Price. 

The team’s final stop in Slidell led 
them to the Epworth Project, a disaster 
recovery ministry housed on the campus 
of Aldersgate United Methodist Church. 

Epworth Project, an outgrowth of con¬ 
ference disaster response efforts from 
Hurricanes Katrina, now operates in col¬ 
laboration with local agencies to finish 
construction projects still lingering from 
the storm and to assist the underserved in 
the community with other construction 
needs not related to the storm. 

“Teams are ramping up to come to 
Louisiana to help us in our recovery 
from Hurricane Isaac. We are able to 
house the teams, train them and deploy 
them to meet the needs of the communi¬ 
ty. We have one team that traveled down 
73 times after Katrina. They still want to 
keep coming,” said Dale Kimball, execu¬ 
tive director of Epworth Project. 



Gene Coumas visits with Revs. Milton, Cottrill and Bourque on the flooded road leading to Lee's Landing UMC. Coumas, whose mother lives close to the church, res 
cued several members of the community trapped by flood waters by using his truck, left. Dale Kimball, director of the Epworth Center in Slidell, tells the conference 
assessment group that gutting of houses in Slidell has already begun. 
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Multicultural Worship 
Workshop slated Sept. 29 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
1130 N. Rampart Street, will host a 
Multicultural Worship Workshop Saturday, 
Sept. 29 from 1:30-3 p.m. which will 
focus on global songs of praise, prayer and 
justice that can broaden our understanding 
of God, attune us to the needs and hopes of 
the world and move us toward faithful 
action. Participants will leam songs from 
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and South and 
North America which are accessible to all 
levels of musical ability. 

Leading the workshop is Jorge A. 
Lockward, a native of the Dominican 
Republic who is well known in ecumenical 
circles as a worship leader and workshop 
facilitator. He is co-founder and conductor- 
in-residence of Cantico Nuevo (New 
Song), a worship and arts ecumenical proj¬ 
ect in New York City, and serves as work¬ 
shop leader in the fields of liturgy and 
music throughout the country and abroad. 
Presently, he is part of the leadership team 
for a new United Methodist church start in 
the Northwest Bronx, leads the ecumenical 
chorale, Cantico Nuevo, and lectures on 
music and worship at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City. As song 
leader and workshop leader, he models 
a passion for the ways congregational 
song both reflects and shapes the theology 
and praxis of the assembled community. 
The public is invited to attend. For more 
details, contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie, 

(504) 529-8044. 


First UMC- Oakdale 



FUMC, Oakdale United Methodist 
Women made 75 pillowcase dresses to 
send to Haiti in response to a recent 
study on Haiti. The dresses were sent 
with a VIM team that went to Haiti in 
August to ensure that the dresses 
were delivered personally. Pictured 
with sample dresses are Karen Talbot, 
Claudia Colquette and Virginia Landry. 


For more infor¬ 
mation on the 
conference 
response to 
Hurricane Isaac, 
go to the 
Conference 
Website at 
www.la-umc.org. Click on “Isaac 
Disaster Response Team 
Registration” to get involved. 




Join us as we “continue the conversation” on church 
leadership begun by Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor of 
the Church of the Resurrection, at the 2012 
Louisiana Conference session. Founding and senior 
pastor of the 8,000 member United Methodist 
churchin Leaward, Kansas, Rev. Hamilton's insights 
have provided ideas to pastors and laity for trans¬ 
forming local churches of all sizes. The Church of 
the Resurrection has become a teaching church, 
providing ongoing opportunities for teams from local 
churches. 

Join us for "Leading Beyond the Walls/' a semi¬ 
nar led by staff members from the Church of the 
Resurrection. 

When: October 26-27 
Where: Alexandria, Louisiana 

Local churches are encouraged to bring teams of leaders, 
including the pastor and up to four lay leaders. Please 
bring persons who are prepared to consider alternate 
ways of doing church in order to reach the unchurched in 
your community. 

For registration and information, visit 
www.la-umc.org 



The end of the year is coming quickly ... 
Is your church ready? 


( 225 ) 346-1535 ( 800 ) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 


Our Year End Giving brochures can help! 

The end of the year is usually the time 
churches enjoy the peak of generosity in their 
offering plates. 

Why not remind or educate your members of 
the many tax and income benefits they can 
enjoy at year end while helping their church? 

Our low-cost, customized brochures make 
it easy: 

• Shipped within one week 

• No minimum order 

• Only $25 per 100 

Let your members discover the many creative 
ways to give a year end gift, while obtaining 
their financial and philanthropic goals! 
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For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response 
efforts, to make a 
donation to disaster 
response, or to sign up 
to help, visit the La. 
Conference web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
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Race directors selected for 2013 Skeeter Run 


Race directors are in place for 10 cities 
throughout the state for the 2013 Louisiana 
Skeeter Run, slated for Saturday, March 2. 
This year’s 5K/Fun Run, held April 21, 
was enjoyed by more than 2,000 volun¬ 
teers, runners and walkers. The event 
raised more than $74,000 for Imagine No 


Malaria , a global initiative of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of 
University UMC in Baton Rouge, will lead 
these volunteer directors: Rev. Jim Elder, 
Alexandria; Judd Hammond and Meghan 
Backstrom, Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck 


Christensen, Haynesville; Michelle Guidry, 
Lafayette; Stuart Keyes, Monroe; Chuck 
George and Max Zehner, New Orleans; 
Amy Stegall, Ruston; Scott Luginbill and 
Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill, Shreveport; 
Angela Bulhof, Sulphur; and Dennis 
Soignier, Thibodaux. 


Early Response Teams 



In the days immediately following Hurricane Isaac’s late August arrival in Louisiana, Early Response Teams removed 
trees, tarped roofs, delivered cleaning buckets and offered a sympathetic ear to survivors of this most recent storm. 
Members of one ERT are shown delivering buckets in hard hit St. Bernard Parish. The story below focuses on two 
Early Response Teams from Texas and the reasons why they keep coming back to help their neighbors in Louisiana. 


Visiting ERTs return 4 again and again’ to help 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

The heart and soul of The United 
Methodist Church is steeped in the 
Wesleyan philosophy of “doing good” 
wherever possible. 

Early Response Teams are fueled by 
this directive and by Christ’s example 
when they respond to help those in need 


in the wake of disasters like flooding, tor¬ 
nados and hurricanes. 

These trained responders are passion¬ 
ate about what they do. Following closely 
behind first responders, they move in to 
tarp roofs, remove trees and deliver 
emergency supplies like UMCOR clean¬ 
ing buckets and health kits. 

In the wake of Hurricane Isaac, which 


struck the coast of Louisiana on Aug. 29, 
ERTs from within the Louisiana 
Conference and from throughout the con¬ 
nection arrived to play their very impor¬ 
tant role in the state’s recovery. 

Two of these teams hailed from 
Texas-one from the Southwest Texas 

See ERT, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

The Way 


Directions have become very impor¬ 
tant to me over the last month. Having 
lived in the same city for 28 years and in 
the same state all of my life, I knew my 
way around - most of the time. 

Louisiana is a new place for me to 
explore therefore I have become highly 
dependent on directions, Mapquest and 
my GPS app on my iPhone. I have even 
gone old-school and resorted to a map. 
Maurepas, Livingston Parish, LaPlace - 
these were all new places to me as we 
traveled through the areas impacted by 
Hurricane Isaac. My trusty hard-to-fold 
map became my best friend. I did not sim¬ 
ply need to know how to get from one 
place to another, I needed to know where 
I was. 

This is an important life-lesson as I 
begin serving as the bishop in Louisiana - 
I need to know where we are before we 


determine where we 
are going. I have 
begun to hear great 
things about the amaz¬ 
ing work you have 
accomplished. I have 
watched you from a 
distance and I know 
how resilient you are. 

I know that you are 
working to bring vitali¬ 
ty to our congrega¬ 
tions. You have raised 
money for the fight against malaria 
through the Skeeter Run. You made 
ground-breaking decisions at Annual 
Conference. You are pace-setting for the 
United Methodist Church. 

Over the next few months, I will travel 
to each of the districts learning and listen¬ 
ing. Where are we as an annual confer¬ 


ence? Who do they say we are? What is 
next for us as the United Methodist 
Church in Louisiana? I want to hear from 
you and where you think we are so that 
together we can decide where we might 
go next. I have some thoughts and ideas 
but you are the “boots-on-the-ground.” 
Our congregations are where the action is. 
Your input is critical as we determine 
where we are so that we might map out 
our path to greater fruitfulness and excel¬ 
lence. 

I hope that you plan to attend one of 
the district gatherings because I am not 
only anxious to hear from you, I am anx¬ 
ious to meet you. 

By the way, about Hurricane Isaac - to 
those of you who have responded to the 
Bishop’s Appeal I owe a debt of gratitude. 
If you have not had the opportunity to 
make a special offering, I urge you to do 


so that we might be able to respond in the 
way we have grown accustomed. If your 
church has a team of volunteers that 
would like to respond, please contact 
Jodie Harper, volunteer coordinator for 
disaster response, at jodieharper@la- 
umc.org and sign-up today. Or visit the 
conference website at www.la-umc.org 

In the meantime, let’s join in prayer 
together for our annual conference that we 
might journey to incredible places to serve 
God and make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. If we 
are faithful to our call we will accomplish 
amazing things. In the words of Dr. Seuss 
- “Oh the places you’ll go.” 

Grace and Peace, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 



Call to Action IOT issues final report 


The Call to Action - Interim Operations 
Team (IOT) has issued a final report with 
recommendations to The United Methodist 
Church to continue work across the 
denomination on increasing the number of 
vital United Methodist congregations. They 
express an urgent need for UM leaders to 
make bold, systemic changes toward a 
more sustainable future. 

The IOT urges continued focus on the 
adaptive challenge embraced by the 
Council of Bishops and the Connectional 


Table calling for an increase in the number 
of vital congregations. To this end, the 
report offers specific suggestions on how to 
meet this challenge and ways to reorder the 
life of the UMC. 

The IOT was asked to identify issues 
and to develop a plan based on successful 
approaches used in other organizations that 
could be adapted and reapplied to the 
church. 

To view the full report, visit: http://umc- 
calltoaction.org 
















ad 





20 20/2 

//•O06& 



In Memoriam 

Rev. Carl Munyon August 13, 2012 
Kathi Breazeale September 21, 2012 
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Luke’s House clinic marks fifth year helping under served in New Orleans 


Nearly five years ago, the late Rev. 
Connie Thomas stood with tears in her 
eyes as nurses and doctors treated patients 
during the opening of a free clinic housed 
in the family life center of Mt. Zion United 
Methodist Church in New Orleans. 

“This is cutting edge ministry. Here is a 
chance for United Methodists to do hands 
on work, helping those in need as they 
recover from Hurricane Katrina,” said 
Thomas, referring to the new clinic known 
as “Luke’s House.” 

The idea of opening a free clinic came 
from members of volunteer work teams 
from St. Marks UMC in Lincoln, 

Nebraska. A total of 10 teams from 
Lincoln had been housed at Rayne 
Memorial UMC while gutting homes 
through the UMCOR supported Louisiana 
Conference disaster recovery ministry. 

Rev. Carol Winn Crawford, pastor of 
Rayne Memorial, got to know members of 
the St. Mark’s volunteer group. Their out¬ 


reach mission, Clinic with a Heart, came 
up in conversation. Members of one of the 
groups met with with Rayne’s outreach 
committee to talk about the clinic and how 
it works. 

As exploration continued, the General 
Board of Global Ministries sent advisor 
Ted Wamock to assist the group in plan¬ 
ning. Wamock spent four months with the 
group, helping the board complete the 
foundational work on forming the clinic, 
exploring the issues of liability and incor¬ 
poration. 

Private donations and a grant for 
$84,000 from the Methodist Health System 
Foundation in Louisiana provided a core 
base of funds to launch the clinic. 

Today, Luke’s House is located at 2023 
Simon Bolivar Ave. in New Orleans. The 
clinic is housed in building space on loan 
from the New Orleans District and the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference. 
The clinic is an independent 501(c)( 3) that 


continues to operate in partnership with the 
Louisiana State University Medical School. 

Volunteers from Mt. Zion, Rayne 
Memorial and other local churches still 
play a major role at the clinic, helping 
process patients and providing a sympa¬ 
thetic ear. 

James Comeaux, a member of Rayne 
Memorial and secretary/ treasurer for the 
board of directors of Luke's House, is pas¬ 
sionate about the importance of the free 
clinic. 

Patients are always “incredibly grate¬ 
ful,” said Comeaux. “For most, this is real¬ 
ly their only medical option. If Luke’s 
House did not provide these services, most 
of the people we see would have gone to 
the emergency room for a non-emergency 
room visit. And the average visit to the ER 
costs around $1,000.” 

Typical services for clients include giv¬ 
ing vaccinations, certain lab tests and triage 
needs. Vouchers are given to help pay for 


the cost of prescriptions. 

“We see alot of folks with chronic 
health conditions such as diabetes and high 
blood pressure,” said Lisa Lynde, executive 
director for Luke’s House. 

There has also been an upswing in the 
number of patients being seen for depres¬ 
sion and anxiety. 

“Cuts in state funding and the limited 
accessiblity to resources in post-Katrina 
New Orleans have produced a reduction in 
mental health services. It’s been reported 
that the suicide rate is up 300 percent,” said 
Lynde, who is proud that Luke’s House is 
the only free clinic providing free mental 
health services in the area. 

The downturn of th economy leads to 
financial problems, domestic violence and 
substance abuse, Lynde added. All of these 
factors can lead to an increase in anxiety 
and depression. 

See Luke’s House, page 4 
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Rev. Hadley R. Edwards was installed as the new superintendent of the New Orleans District of the Louisiana United Methodist Conference on Sept. 14 at Dillard 
University’s Lawless Chapel. Rev. Edwards is shown prior to the service speaking with Levi Lewis, New Orleans District Lay Leader. Lewis placed the stole around 
Rev. Edwards shoulders during the installation. Over 100 students from the Alexandria District, right, gathered at First UMC, Pineville for fun, fellowship and worship 
Sept. 9. Participants enjoyed a 20-foot ice cream sundae, a game of Ships N’ Sailors and a group wide trivia game. The winning trivia team is pictured above. 




Luke’s House, from page 3 

Dr. Bob Lancaster, a psychiatrist and 
member of Rayne Memorial, devotes many 
hours to the treatment of patients who 
come to Luke’s House with mental issues. 

“Dr. Bob is here every Tuesday after¬ 
noon seeing clients. He has been tireless in 
his efforts,” said Erica Washington, chair of 
the clinic’s board of directors. 

A Luke’s House fifth anniversary birth¬ 
day reception for Dr. Lancaster is being 
held Nov. 13 at 6 p.m. at the clinic on 
Simon Bolivar Ave. 


The reception is one of several special 
events marking the fifth anniversary of the 
clinic. The organization is also hosting 
’’Paint With A Purpose,’’ slated for Nov. 4 
from 3- 5 p.m.at Corks N Canvas Uptown, 
700 Dublin St. in New Orleans. Those 
interested in attending may RSVP at 
http ://m.corksncanvas. com/ events/viewEve 
nt.aspx?eventid=80512 

The grand finale in this series of cele¬ 
brations is a ribbon cutting, awards cere¬ 
mony and Friends of Luke’s House recep¬ 
tion slated for Nov. 10 at 2 p.m. at the clin¬ 
ic. 



Clockwise from bottom left: Erica Washington, chair for Luke’s House board of 
directors, meets with James Comeaux, a member of Rayne Memorial and secre¬ 
tary/ treasurer for the board, and Lisa Lynde, executive director of Luke’s House. 
The 501 (c) (3) is a New Orleans based clinic providing free health care to the 
area’s underserved population. Dr. Betty Lo-Blais, chair of the Medicine- 
Pediatrics Residency Program at LSU Health Sciences Center in New Orleans 
meets with residents Dr. Faisal Musa and Dr. Arif Shahzad. The residents volun¬ 
teer their services in the treatment of patients that come to Luke’s House. 
Observation rooms inside the clinic offer private space for medical examinations. 
On the cover: Volunteers from members of the youth group at First United 
Methodist Church in Albany, Tex. are shown with their director Lance Thomas 
after completing a full day of a painting at Luke's House on June 14, 2012. 


This celebration of the continued suc¬ 
cess of Luke’s House means alot to those 
who keep services going at the clinic. “We 
are so grateful that so many lives have 
been touched and that the underserved of 
New Orleans are provided access to free 
medical care in our facility,” said Lynde. 

She is particularly proud of an award 
that was given to the clinic that was 
engraved with the following sentiment: 

“In honor of your dedication to the 
health and well being of all people, espe¬ 
cially the vulnerable.” 

“We are truly a doorway to health care,” 


added Lynde. 

Supporters are encouraged to participate 
in an ongoing fifth Anniversary capital 
campaign entitled ’’Friends of Luke’s 
House.” A $250 donation allows donor 
recognition on a plaque that will be placed 
in our waiting room. Payments are accept¬ 
ed online at JustGive.org (https://www.just- 
give.org/giving/ donate .j sp?ein=26- 
0332262). Checks payable to ’’Luke’s 
House Clinic’’ are also accepted. Donations 
may also be made in honor of persons. 
501(c)(3) donation letters are given for 
acknowledgement as well. 
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New Orleans District churches distribute UMCOR supplies in Belle Chasse 



Several churches from the New Orleans District recently distributed cleaning buckets and health kits from UMCOR from the parking of Belle Chasse UMC to residents 
of Plaquemines Parish hit hard by Hurricane Isaac. Rev. Becky Connor, pastor of Belle Chasse, is shown right in bottom right photo. Photos by Carletta LaChapelle. 


BY REV. BECKY CONNER 
BELLE CHASSE UMC 

On Sept. 14, a group of volunteers from 
Belle Chasse, Algiers, St. Matthew’s and 
First Street P. W. United Methodist 
Churches gathered in the Belle Chasse 
church parking lot to distribute flood buck¬ 
ets and health kits to the residents of 
Plaquemines Parish hit hard by Hurricane 
Isaac. Joe Burke, the New Orleans District 
Disaster Coordinator, also helped with the 
distribution. 


The diverse group of volunteers includ¬ 
ed three pastors, a seminary student and a 
wonderful group of laity who came togeth¬ 
er to share the love of Jesus with people 
who were hurting. 

At the beginning of the day, we started 
with prayer and with this thought— 
although the distribution of cleaning sup¬ 
plies was important, our primary mission 
was listening to and caring for the people 
who came. Throughout the day, many 
prayers were offered. People shared about 
their losses of homes and jobs. They told of 


family members having to live in different 
locations due to destroyed homes because 
of flood waters. 

The recipients of the UMCOR supplies 
were surprised that they did not have to fill 
out long forms in order to receive help. In 
all, we gave out more than 360 flood buck¬ 
ets and 2,000 health kits. The most pre¬ 
cious gifts given were hugs and smiles. 

One bit of lagniappe we experienced 
was the joy of working together with other 
church members in our New Orleans 
District. We also passed out flyers inviting 


folks to visit Belle Chasse UMC. During 
the day, we met three families from the 
naval base who are United Methodists. We 
were able to share about our offerings for 
families and children. 

Please continue to pray with us for the 
residents of Plaquemines Parish as we cele¬ 
brate the United Methodist connection that 
made possible the sharing of much needed 
resources. 




vice 

In gratitude, the United Methodist Men from First UMC in Ponchatoula decided to 
purchase a new chain saw to donate for future efforts of conference ERTs. A 
group representing Ponchatoula’s UMM presented the Stihl chain saw to Rev. 

Bob Deich, ERT co-coordinator and senior pastor First UMC in Denham Springs. 
Pictured, left to right, are, Lawrence Powell, Hervey McIntyre, Rev. Mike McLaurin 
(pastor of First UMC Ponchatoula), Richard White, Deich and Walter Parker, Sr. 
(UMM member and First UMC Ponchatoula local disaster coordinator). Rev. Deich 
is pictured with a scaley friend found in a swimming pool in Braithwaite during 
an ERT mission to the area. Gator tracks in dried sludge are also shown, right. 
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Conference churches build buckets 


Members of University United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge are shown 
assembling cleaning buckets between worship services on Sept. 30. Local 
churches throughout the Louisiana Conference have assembled buckets to 
replenish supplies at the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. More than 
6,000 buckets were sent to areas of the state impacted by Hurricane Isaac. 


Ellerbe Road UMC to celebrate 58th anniversary 


Ellerbe Road United Methodist 
Church, 10130 Ellerbe Rd. in Shreveport, 
will celebrate its 58th year Oct. 14 with a 
homecoming service starting at 11 a.m. 
The service will be led by Rev. Judy 
Bazer Raeburn, former pastor of the 
church. 


Highlights of the celebration will be 
special music and a catered lunch from 
The Hickory Stick. All guests are invited 
to attend Sunday School, which begins at 
9:45 a.m. To have a correct count for the 
caterer, please let the church know if you 
plan to attend by calling (318) 797-8608. 


Multicultural grant deadline approaching 


Each year the Conference provides a 
small amount of funds for local churches 
who are involved in Multi-Cultural 
Ministries. These grants come from the 
funding provided in the Conference benev¬ 
olences area of the Conference budget. 

These grants are reserved for ministries 
related to local church programming that 
encourage leadership and services for the 
benefit of ethnic persons and the develop¬ 
ment of local churches who are involved in 
multi-cultural growth and understanding. 

The grants, similar to the Support 


Action Ministries grants, are awarded each 
year, with the option of up to a three year 
period, depending on the review of the 
ministry each year. 

Grants applications are due by no 
later than October 15, 2012 for ministry 
in the year 2013. Applications may be 
requested in the Conference office or on 
line under the title of Multi-Cultural 
Ministries Grants. 

The maximum grant will be in the 
amount of $3,000 for one year for any one 
program. 


New Orleans District hosts school 



The United Methodist Women of First United Methodist Church in Covington 
hosted the New Orleans District Mini-School of Christian Mission on Aug. 18. 
More than 90 people from 16 churches registered for the school which the first 
such event hosted at the church. Rev. Inez D. Williams led the study on poverty 
and Dr. Anthony Bouligny led the study entitled "Immigration in the Bible.” Rev. 
Byron Putnam, pastor of First UMC, provided music for the mini school. 


Interfaith communion service held 



United Methodist pastors participated in an interfaith communion service at a 
statewide conference for African American Cancer Survivors held Sept. 15 at 
Pennington Biomedical Conference Center in Baton Rouge. Cancer survivors 
Beverly Vincent, Lena Lockhart, Delores Henderson, Willie Nell Johnson and 
Julia Moore, also members of Camphor Memorial UMC in Baton Rouge, par¬ 
ticipated in the service attended by 255 survivors, family members and volun¬ 
teers. Leading the service were, left to right, Revs. Cynthia Simpson (St. Paul 
AME , Lake Charles), Lovell McCray (Zion Chapel AME, Slidell), Mary Ann 
Robinson (Camphor Memorial UMC), Clifton Conrad (Camphor Memorial 
UMC, senior pastor), Constance Saizon (Hughes and St. Landry UMCs, Baton 
Rouge and Gonzales) and Minister Tammy Dixon (Mt. Zion Baptist, Monroe). 


Confidential clergy counseling grants available 


Who may receive the grants? The use 

of the clergy counseling funds are overseen 
by the Care and Nurture Chairperson of the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry of 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. The 
hind is to be used for the confidential psy¬ 
chological therapy needs of the clergy 
under appointment and their families of the 
Louisiana Conference. As deemed neces¬ 
sary, the CBOM may recommend the use 
of these funds for clergy within our confer¬ 
ence when they may not be under appoint¬ 
ment. 

How much is the grant? Grants are 
for up to $300 per request. 

How do I apply for the grant? Write 
a letter to CBOM Care & Nurture Chair: 
Rev. Dr. Elenora M. Cushenberry 
24536 Diamond Road 
Port Sulphur, LA 70083 
Include the name, address, and creden¬ 
tials (the letters behind the name) of the 
licensed mental health professional for 
whom you are requesting payment. 
Payment is made directly to the provider. 
Include the detailed address to which you, 
the applicant, want your letter of confirma¬ 
tion sent. Some prefer correspondence sent 
to their church, while others want informa¬ 
tion sent to their home or other location. 
Please specify in your letter of request to 
the CBOM Care & Nurture Chair to help 
the process go smoothly. 

No clergy person or family member will 
be reimbursed directly. Only providers of 
licensed psychotherapeutic services will be 
paid for services rendered. The maximum 
amount of $1,200 will be offered per cler¬ 
gy or clergy family per calendar year. 

After consultation with the Chairperson of 
the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, the Care and Nurture Chairperson 


has the discretion to authorize binding for 
alternative types of counseling such as life 
coaching, nutritional counseling, etc. 

How is my name kept confidential? 
The name of the client does not go beyond 
the letter requesting the grant, and is kept 
absolutely confidential as the process is 
implemented. The grant is requested 
through the CBOM Coordinator and 
Treasurer to be sent to the provider (with 
no applicant name attached). The CBOM 
Care & Nurture Chair sends the provider a 
separate, confidential letter stating for 
whom the check is to be used when it is 
received. Records of correspondence from 
the applicant are seen and kept only by the 
Chair of Care and Nurture, and are 
destroyed at the end of each calendar year 
along with any correspondence sent to the 
licensed mental health professional. 

How long does the process take? The 
letter of request will be processed within a 
week from the date of receipt, and the con¬ 
ference office will prepare and send the 
payment usually within another week. The 
applicant requesting the grant is sent a let¬ 
ter verifying that the process is under way. 
If the applicant has not received a response 
from the CBOM Care & Nurture Chair 
within 10 days of making application, 
please contact the CBOM Care & Nurture 
Chair to make sure the request was 
received. 

Please note: from August 27 to 
September 9, Rev. Cushenberry was dis¬ 
placed due to Hurricane Issac and her 
mail was re-routed. If anyone mailed cor¬ 
respondence to her and have not received a 
response, please re-send the request. (The 
correspondence will eventually be received 
by her, this is an interim step.) 
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In the early days after Hurricane Isaac, an Early Response Team tarped the damaged sanctuary roof of Belle Chasse United Methodist Church. Team members, hailing 
from Louisiana Memoral (Opelousas), First (Denham Springs) and Trinity (Ruston) UMCs are pictured top left with Rev. Becky Connor, pastor of the church. Rev. Bob 
Deich, kneeling on left, serves as the Louisiana Conference ERT co-coordinator with Daryll Guy. Two ERT teams from Texas serving in Braithwaite and LaPlace gath¬ 
ered for a meal of Louisiana seafood after several days of gutting homes damaged by Isaac. Stories told about their ERT experiences are shared below. 


ERT, from page 1 

Conference and the other from the Texas 
Conference. 

The Rev. Marilyn Roeder, pastor of First 
UMC in Victoria, Tex. and National VIM 
coordinator for the Southwest Texas 
Conference, led an ERT to LaPlace, La. 
where some of the most significant wind 
and flood damage occured. 

Although the majority of the members 
of her team hailed from the Victoria 
District, New Orleans area residents 
Leanna and Philip Mohr were also working 
with the group. 

This special connection with the Texas 
team began when Joyce Mohr, Philip’s 
mother, was faced with a flooded home in 
the wake of Hurricane Katrina seven years 
ago. The Victoria team made several trips 
to New Orleans to help Mohr in gutting 
and rebuilding her Lakeview home. 

“The team didn’t just come and go,” 
said Leanna Mohr. “They practically adopt¬ 
ed Joyce. Every member of the team wrote 


letters to her. They made a special com¬ 
memorative quilt and a scrapbook for 
Joyce.” 

The team even came to Louisiana, gath¬ 
ered up Joyce, and brought her to Victoria 
to visit her new “Texas friends.” “As Joyce 
would say, I have more friends in Texas 
than I do in New Orleans,” said Leanna. 

Joyce had shown the team her apprecia¬ 
tion by providing cookies, sandwiches and 
coffee to the workers on a daily basis. “She 
would sit and talk with team members, and 
even brought them Mardi Gras beads to 
take home,” said Philip Mohr. 

For ERT members, the “talking” part of 
disaster response work is essential. 
According to the Rev. Clay Whitaker, 
leader for the Texas Conference team, “lis¬ 
tening” is the most important part of disas¬ 
ter response. 

“Early Response Teams always have 
designated listeners on any project. But 
most often, every member of the team ends 
up playing that key role for the people we 
are serving,” said Whitaker. 


“In everything we do, we strive to be 
the presence of Christ. When people have 
lost homes, jobs and even loved ones, more 
than anything else, they need to talk about 
their losses,” he added. 

The client being served by Whitaker’s 
team in hard hit Braithwaite is dealing with 
“total emotional upheaval,” he said.“Her 
family has lived in the town for genera¬ 
tions. She has helped all of her kids build 
homes there. Because the flooding was so 
bad, none of the children want to come 
back. She is devastated.” 

Whitaker, pastor of Old River Terrace 
UMC in Channelview, Texas and director 
of all ERT training for the Texas 
Conference, emphasized that every disaster 
has its own distinct characteristics. 

“With a tornado, you might only have 
five minutes notice to get out of harm’s 
way. With a hurricane, there is usually time 
to evacuate or leave. Wildfires are unusual 
because they just stay and stay. No matter 
the disaster, they all leave an indelible 
mark on the survivors,” he explained. 


During a rare moment of relaxation, the 
two Texas teams came together at a New 
Orleans restaurant to enjoy a meal of 
Louisiana seafood and bread pudding, a 
local favorite. 

After the meal, Roeder stood up and 
shared the story about Joyce Mohr and the 
relationship forged through the group’s 
ERT experiences. She also paid tribute to a 
very special member of the team named 
Phyllis, who passed away shortly after 
Hurricane Ike hit Texas in 2008. 

“We liked to call Phyllis the ‘Energizer 
Bunny.’ Although she was in her late 70’s, 
she never missed a mission. She made 
sandwiches for us every morning and lifted 
our spirits. Her son and daughter-in-law 
thought she had no business doing this kind 
of volunteer work, but changed their minds 
when they saw how much she received 
from reaching out to others,” said Roeder. 

One ERT member said, “We come back, 
again and again, because we get more out 
of this than we give.” 


Conferences begin adding group mentoring to candidacy process 


BY TITA PARHAM 

Every summer at annual conferences 
across The United Methodist Church, can¬ 
didates for ministry are ordained, licensed, 
and commissioned. 

For some, the journey to that point was 
a confusing process. For others, a very long 
one — taking a decade or more to com¬ 
plete. 

In 2008, the Commission on the Study 
of Ministry was charged with studying 
ordained ministry within The United 
Methodist Church and making recommen¬ 
dations based on its findings. That included 
reviewing the candidacy process and deter¬ 
mining ways it could be streamlined. 

The commission’s research revealed 
some consistent challenges across the 
denomination: misunderstanding among 
candidates about the process, too few gifted 
mentors to guide candidates, inconsistency 
in the candidacy experience. 

One solution, the commission said, was 


group mentoring. Delegates to the 2012 
General Conference, the top lawmaking 
body of the church, agreed. Now, confer¬ 
ences are beginning to incorporate group 
mentoring into the process. 

The Rev. Emily Oliver, associate direc¬ 
tor of Clergy Excellence for the Florida 
Conference, says it’s making a difference 
in Florida. Group mentoring began there in 
January 2010. 

Candidates, she says, now know what 
they should be doing at each step and fol¬ 
low the plan together, working with trained 
mentors who feel called to the role. 

“They really like that there’s a standard 
plan laid out for when you start, what you 
do in each session, and if you follow the 
plan, you know every step you need to take 
and when you will finish the process,” she 
said. “And they really like the collegiality 
of doing it together in a group rather than 
feeling like you’re all out there on your 
own.” 


In Florida, candidates begin the process 
in either January or July. Two mentors 
work with each of the conference’s nine 
districts during each six-month cycle, with 
an average of six candidates per district. If 
a district has more candidates, two addi¬ 
tional mentors are recruited to start another 
group. 

Candidates first attend an orientation 
retreat where they meet their mentors. They 
then meet in their mentoring groups six 
times over the next four months. The next 
step is an interview with their district 
Committees on Ordained Ministry to be 
certified as candidates for ministry so they 
can continue working toward licensing or 
ordination. 

Many annual conferences are just begin¬ 
ning the group mentoring process, and 
training offered by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry July 31- 
Aug. 3 this year at the Emory Conference 
Center in Atlanta, Ga., is helping them get 


started. 

Participants included members of 
ordained ministry boards, people involved 
in recruitment and discernment, district 
superintendents, and annual conference 
staff members. 

A key part of the training was learning 
about VocationCARE, a social and spiritual 
process for discerning Christian vocation. 
The Rev. John Edd Harper, coordinator of 
the Louisiana Conference’s Board of 
Ordained Ministry, attended the training 
and said he plans to incorporate elements 
of VocationCARE and ideas he learned 
from other conferences into his confer¬ 
ence’s group candidacy process. 

He agrees with Oliver about group men¬ 
toring’s benefits. He says it will help stan¬ 
dardize the mentoring experience and expe¬ 
dite the candidacy process, making it more 
accountable. 
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L.E.A.D. 2012 features 
Rev. Marvin Moss 
from Cascade UMC 


L.E.A.D. 2012-Catch and Release, 

slated for Nov. 2-3 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, is a leadership workshop 
focusing on “catching” seekers, helping 
them become disciples, and then releasing 
them into the world to serve others. 

The keynote speaker for the two-day 
event is Rev. Dr. Marvin Anthony Moss, 
pastor of the historic Cascade United 
Methodist Church in Atlanta. Cascade 
UMC was also served by Rev. Joseph 
Lowery, well known civil rights leader. 

Prior to serving Cascade, Dr. Moss 
served as senior pastor for St. James UMC 
in Alpharetta, Ga. Under his leadership, St. 
James grew from fewer than 200 members 
to more than 1,200. 

Dr. Moss is a native of Goldsboro, N.C. 
and is a graduate of Hampton University, 
the Naval Chaplains Reserve Officers 
School, and holds a Master of Divinity 
Degree from Gammon Theological 
Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry Degree 
from Drew University. 

Cascade UMC places an emphasis on 
developing quality programs which nurture 
children and youth and teaches the princi¬ 
ples of giving time, talents and resources. 
Rev. Moss has led the formation of the 
Cascade Community Development 
Corporation, which will provide an incuba¬ 
tor for new and small businesses, revitalize 
depressed areas and provide economic 
empowerment opportunities in the Cascade 
community 

Workshop leaders include Revs. 

Freddie Henderson and Clifton Conrad 
(preaching); Revs. Yvonne Dayries and 
Deborah Williams (stewardship); Rev. Joe 
Connelly (community development); and 
Leroy Pero (music in worship). 

Cost for the event is $50, which 
includes two meals and program fees. 
Accommodations are separate and can be 
arranged by calling The Wesley Center at 
(318) 449-4500. 

For any other questions about the event 
please contact Rev. Joe Connelly at (225) 
343-8421 or Rhonda Whitley at (888) 239- 
5286. 
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Join us as we “continue the conversation” on 
church leadership begun by Rev. Adam Hamilton, 
pastor of the Church of the Resurrection, at the 
2012 Louisiana Conference session. Founding and 
senior pastor of the 8,000 member United 
Methodist churchin Leaward, Kansas, Rev. 
Hamilton's insights have provided ideas to pastors 
and laity for transforming local churches of all 
sizes. The Church of the Resurrection has become 
a teaching church, providing ongoing opportuni¬ 
ties for teams from local churches. 

Join us for "Leading Beyond the Walls," a seminar 
led by staff members from the Church of the 
Resurrection. 

When: October 26-27 
Where: Alexandria, Louisiana 

Local churches are encouraged to bring teams of lead¬ 
ers, including the pastor and up to four lay leaders. 
Please bring persons who are prepared to consider 
alternate ways of doing church in order to reach the 
unchurched in your community. 

For registration and information, visit 
www.ia-umc.org 


The end of the year is coming quickly .. 
Is your church ready? 



Order our customized 
Year End Giving brochures 

The end of the year is usually the time 
churches enjoy the peak of generosity in their 
offering plates. 

Why not remind or educate your members of 
the many tax and income benefits they can 
enjoy at year end while helping their church? 

Our low-cost, customized brochures make 
it easy: 

• Shipped within one week 

• No minimum order 

• Only $25 per 100 

Let your members discover the many creative 
ways to give a year end gift, while obtaining 
their financial and philanthropic goals! 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

"When - I Jilli jnd Mina 1 lpiiii.- Eis-Lilio 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 
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Get ready for the Louisiana Skeeter Run on March 2, 2013! 


Plans are in high gear for the 2013 
Louisiana Skeeter Run slated for Saturday, 
March 2. Race directors are in place for 10 
locations throughout the state for the 
Skeeter Run, offering races in two new 
cities—Monroe and Haynesville. This 
year’s 5K/Fun Run, held April 21, was 


enjoyed by more than 2,000 volunteers, 
runners and walkers in eight cities. The 
event raised more than $74,000 for 
Imagine No Malaria, a global initiative of 
The United Methodist Church. 

Race chair Gary Merrifield, member of 
University UMC in Baton Rouge, is excit¬ 


ed about building on the success of this 
year’s inaugural event. “We’re planning 
after-event parties with music and food at 
each race site. We’re looking at coming up 
with some exciting items for our ‘goodie 

See Skeeter Run, page 6 


Extension Ministries 



Pastoral ministry is not limited to the local church, explains Rev. Don Cottrill, director of connectional ministries for 
the Louisiana Annual Conference. ‘Persons called to ordained ministry—as well as laity—serve in the name of Christ 
in all aspects of the community and the world. Because of that, it is an ‘extension’ of the work of the church beyond 
the walls of our buildings.’ Serving through the conference in an Extension Ministry, Rev. Randy Nichols is the execu¬ 
tive director of the Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless (CAAH) in Baton Rouge, La. Members of First United 
Methodist Church, Baton Rouge and clients of CAAH are shown after a day of labor installing a community garden. 


Extension ministry pastor leads Baton Rouge agency serving homeless 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Rev. Randy Nichols believes strongly 
that he is connected to his United 
Methodist roots and John Wesley’s tenets 
of social justice by heading an agency 
that serves the homeless in his communi¬ 
ty. 

Serving through the Louisiana Annual 
Conference in an extension ministry, 
Nichols is the executive director of the 
Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless 


(CAAH) in Baton Rouge, La. 

“Wesley encouraged us to be involved 
in social justice and outreach. Extension 
ministry gives me an opportunity to con¬ 
nect with this vital Wesleyan tenet of 
faith,” said Nichols. 

Rev. Don Cottrill, director of connec¬ 
tional ministries for the Louisiana 
Conference, said, “Pastoral ministry is 
not limited to the local church. Persons 
called to ordained ministry—as well as 
laity—serve in the name of Christ in all 


aspects of the community and the world. 
Because of that, it is an ‘extension’ of the 
work of the church beyond the walls of 
our buildings.” 

Nichols is among 37 elders in full 
connection and four provisional elders 
appointed through the conference to 
extension ministries. 

The alliance- a coalition of 35 service 
providers - was incorporated in 1996 to 
coordinate a collaborative effort in 

See CAAH, page 4 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Words of Thanksgiving 


On Facebook this week, I 
noticed that many of my friends 
began posting words of 
Thanksgiving. At first, I thought it 
was so nice of people to post com¬ 
ments about their wonderful par¬ 
ents or spouse. When one of my 
Facebook friends posted thanks to 
God for her incredible husband, 
she received comments filled with 
congratulations and happy anniver¬ 
saries. She graciously thanked her 
friends and shared that it was not 
her anniversary. Instead, she had 
chosen to post a daily word of 
Thanksgiving as we approach the 


holiday set aside 
for giving thanks 
for the bounty God 
has placed in our 
lives. 

What a wonder¬ 
ful movement - a 
month of thanks¬ 
givings instead of 
just a 

Thanksgiving Day. 

1 have so much to be thankful 
for that it will take not a day or a 
month, but perhaps a lifetime to 
acknowledge all the blessings God 
has placed in my life. 


My newest blessing is the privi¬ 
lege to serve as your bishop. As 1 
travel to each of our districts for a 
time of conversation, 1 walk away 
each time feeling abundantly 
blessed. The energy you share is 
contagious. Your love for the 
United Methodist Chinch and hope 
for its future is worth telling the 
world about. 1 am doing exactly 
that this week as 1 gather with 
bishops from around the world at 
the Council of Bishops meeting in 
St. Simeon's Island, Georgia. 

As we move through the month, 
1 will share my blessings with you 


along the way. 1 challenge you as 
you pray each day for one minute 
at 1 p.m. that you might add a 
prayer of Thanksgiving for the 
blessings in your life. 

In Christ, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 

"1 thank my God for every 
remembrance of you." 

Philippians 1:3 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 


Movement, Meaning and the Methodists... 


BY REV. LYNN MALONE 

I hear a lot about 
“movements” these 
days. “We’ve got to 
reclaim the move¬ 
ment,” the consultants 
tell us (see The 
Adaptive Leadership 
Series published by 
Abingdon Press prior 
to General Conference 
2012). Leaders, con¬ 
sultants, clergy and lay 
seek to remind us that John Wesley began a 
movement to “spread scriptural holiness 
over the land” that swept across England, 
moved to America (mainly through the 
efforts of Francis Asbury) and eventually 
covered the globe. The idea of Methodism 
as a movement is front and center in the 
debate about our future. It only makes me 
ask: What kind of movement are we sup¬ 
posed to be? We need to be a movement, 
but to what end? 

I think about John Wesley and the first 
Methodist “movement.” What was the 
focus of Wesley’s movement? I think his 
words to his preachers sum it up best for 
me: “You have nothing to do but save 
souls, therefore spend and be spent in this 
work.” Nothing to do but save souls. There 
is an end worth pursuing, but I hear little in 
the conversations we have or the books we 
read concerning the saving of souls. It was 
central to Wesley’s motivation for mission 
and ministry. Wesley said, “Gaining knowl¬ 
edge is a good thing, but saving souls is 
better,” and “If you can do but one, either 
follow your studies or instruct the ignorant; 
let your studies alone. I would throw by all 
the libraries in the world rather than be 
guilty of the perdition of one soul.” 

I’ve read a lot about restructuring the 
church. I’ve read a lot about having tradi¬ 
tional and contemporary worship services. 
I’ve read a lot about having small groups. 
I’ve read a lot about being relevant, and 
about having youth programs and placing 


more lay people in church leadership. For 
the life of me, I can’t find much about sav¬ 
ing souls. Perhaps it’s implicit and I’m just 
too blind (or obtuse) to see it, but I can’t 
find it explicitly stated anywhere. Are we 
seeking to rediscover a movement that re¬ 
structures an institution, or provides 
options in worship, or builds small groups? 

We are told vital churches are those 
which are led by pastors who are great at 
preaching and planning. I agree. But what 
are we to preach? Is great preaching the 
ability to communicate eloquently? If so, 
I’ve heard some great preaching that said 
little. Nothing said, even in the most elo¬ 
quent of fashions, changes nothing. Makes 
me wonder (out loud) if it’s great preaching 
or just really good motivational speaking? 
I’m just thinking, “good” preaching talks 
about sin (and our slavery to it), and about 
grace (and our need for it); and about 
repentance (and our responsibility to it); 
and about forgiveness (and our ability to 
receive it); and about the cross (and our 
salvation through it); and finally about 
Jesus (and our hope in Him). 

I can’t tell you the times I’ve had people 
say to me, “I come to church to feel good.” 
I get the impression that some of us want a 
feel good message that doesn’t necessarily 
challenge us to live differently. Actually, 
we don’t always need a feel good message. 
Sometimes we need to be challenged that 
the things we do and the way we live is not 
the way it’s supposed to be. Sometimes, we 
need to leave worship feeling bad (Wesley 
would call that “convicted”), and believing 
there needs to be a change in me before 
there can be a change in the world around 
me. Wesley, Asbury and the other early 
Methodist preachers had little concern that 
people left Methodist meetings feeling con¬ 
victed. They knew conviction led to repen¬ 
tance and repentance led to forgiveness and 
forgiveness came through a life-changing 
encounter with Jesus Christ. Those preach¬ 
ers were part of a movement. 

See Malone, page 8 



Rev. Lynn 
Malone 


Volunteer for a Hurricane Isaac Disaster 
Response Team by contacting 
Louisiana’s Disaster Response Ministry at 
jodieharper@la-umc.org 
or call Jodie at 
(225) 346-1646 
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In Memoriam 

Rev. Silas Charles Byrd 

October 7, 2012 

Laverne Mouser 

October 7, 2012 

Debbie Finch 

October 12, 2012 

Rev. Jimmie Pyles 

October 18, 2012 

Viola Davis 

October 19, 2012 

Rev. Gloria Phillips 

October 23, 2012 
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Service of Installation for Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey held Oct. 20 


A Service of Installation for Bishop 
Cynthia Fierro Harvey was held at First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
La. on Oct. 20 at 11 a.m. 

The church’s chancel choir, led by 
Lamar Drummonds, performed musical 
selections throughout the service. Choir of 
the Dawn, the children’s choir from Wesley 
UMC in Baton Rouge, sang “Got Me 
Some Angels” and a spiritual rendition of 
“Jesus Loves Me.” 

The Rev. Ellen Alston, chair of the con¬ 
ference Episcopacy Committee and clergy 
leader of the conference delegation, intro¬ 
duced the bishop as George “Buzzy” 
Anding, chancellor for the Louisiana 
Conference, presented Bishop Harvey to 
the congregation for welcome. The Rev. 
Dan Krutz, executive director of the 
Louisiana Interchurch Council, brought 
greetings from the ecumenical community. 


A reception was held following the serv¬ 
ice in First UMC’s conference center. 

Bishop Fierro Harvey began her tenure 
as the Episcopal leader of the Louisiana 
Conference on Sept. 1. She was elected as 
a bishop in The United Methodist Church 
at the denomination’s South Central 
Jurisdictional meeting this past July in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and appointed 
to the Louisiana area following her elec¬ 
tion. 

Her appointment just prior to her elec¬ 
tion was as the Deputy General Secretary 
(DGS) of the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR), the disaster response 
component of the church’s General Board 
of Global Ministries. In this position, she 
had oversight for programs that ranged in 
scope from international development and 
hospital revitalization to long-term disaster 
recovery and ministry with the poor. 


“It has been a great privilege to serve 
the church as the DGS for UMCOR,” said 
Bishop Fierro Harvey. “It has prepared me 
in many ways to serve the larger United 
Methodist Church at this critical time in the 
life of our great church.” 

A member of the Texas Annual 
Conference, Bishop Fierro Harvey was 
ordained an elder in 2001. She served as an 
associate at The Foundry in Houston as it 
developed a strong presence in the north¬ 
west sector of the city. She later served at 
the almost 7,000-member Memorial Drive 
UMC as the executive associate until 2008. 
She was then appointed to serve as the 
director of the conference’s Center for 
Missional Excellence and was a member of 
the Cabinet. 

Before entering full-time ministry, 
Bishop Fierro Harvey was an active lay 
person in the United Methodist Church, 


serving on many committees at the local 
church, district, and annual conference 
level. She has a deep appreciation for the 
role and contribution of the laity. 

Bishop Fierro Harvey had a full career 
prior to ordination working in the area of 
marketing and communication. 

A native of Big Spring, Texas, Bishop 
Fierro Harvey is fluent in Spanish and 
speaks what she describes as “survival” 
French. She is a graduate of The University 
of Texas at Austin with a degree in journal¬ 
ism and a specialization in public relations. 
She earned her Masters of Divinity from 
Southern Methodist University’s Perkins 
School of Theology. She has been married 
to Dean Harvey for 31 years. Their daugh¬ 
ter, Elizabeth Grace, is 22 years old and a 
senior at Baylor University. Bishop Harvey 
is pictured with her family, top left. 



40 days of prayer 


Jesus was not a stranger to the power of 
prayer. 

In his book, When You Pray: Daily 
Practices for Prayerful Living , retired 
Bishop Ruben Job reminds us that the dis¬ 
ciples did not ask Jesus to teach them how 
to tell a parable, multiply the loaves or heal 
the sick; but they did ask Him to teach 
them how to pray. The disciples’ request 
and Jesus’ response is more than a subtle 


reminder of the importance of prayer for 
them and for us. 

We are traveling as an annual confer¬ 
ence into unchartered waters, to places we 
have never been before. This will require a 
renewed commitment to pray for one 
another. I am inviting you to join your 
extended cabinet to join together as one 
body, for one minute at 1 p.m. every day. 
This prayer initiative is called Priority One. 


Each day we ask that you pray specifi¬ 
cally for your congregation, your commu¬ 
nity, your pastor, your district superintend¬ 
ent, for me your bishop, your annual con¬ 
ference and the larger United Methodist 
Church. 

We are asking you to commit to pray 
daily at 1 p.m. until Advent, which is about 
40 days. There are 120,000 United 
Methodists in Louisiana. Can you imagine 


what will happen when 120,000 of us pray 
for one minute for 40 days? 4,800,000 
combined minutes of prayer! I cannot wait 
to see what God has in store for us when 
we join in concert - praying for one anoth¬ 
er. I am sure God will accomplish abun¬ 
dantly more than we can ask or imagine. 
Brace yourself—God is at work in you! 
Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


United Methodist bishops gather Nov. 4-9 for private retreat at St. Simons Island, Georgia 


Bishop Cynthia Harvey joins United 
Methodist bishops from around the globe 
Nov. 4-9 for a private retreat intended to 
establish a spiritual grounding for their 
work together during the next four years. 

Among roughly 125 active and retired 
bishops planning to attend the event at 
Epworth-by-the Sea on St. Simons Island, 
Ga., are the 14 new episcopal leaders, who 
were elected this summer and fall. 

“It is important that we start our jour¬ 
ney into a new quadrennium by taking time 


for prayer, reflection and discernment so 
that we ourselves practice the spiritual dis¬ 
ciplines in order to become by God’s grace 
the leadership group the church expects us 
to be,” said Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, the 
Council of Bishops president. She also 
leads Germany’s episcopal area. 

The agenda for the gathering includes 
Bible study, reviews of various require¬ 
ments for bishops and guided conversations 
on such topics as being one body in Christ. 
The bishops also will join in frequent wor¬ 


ship including daily Communion, said 
Bishop Peter D. Weaver, recently retired 
from the Boston Area and now the Council 
of Bishops executive secretary. 

“Every time new bishops are elected, 
we become a new council,” Weaver said. 
“So our first meeting together is first about 
becoming spiritually centered and building 
new community as we seek to fulfill the 
mission Christ has given us and the leader¬ 
ship roles the church expects of us. So this 
time is not about ‘motions and voting’ but 


rather going deep in loving God and one 
another and asking, ‘What does the Lord 
require of us?”’ 

He likened the gathering to a congrega¬ 
tional or covenant discipleship retreat. 

The retreat will mark the first time the 
bishops have gathered since seeing some of 
their initiatives, intended to foster vitality, 
not pass the 2012 General Conference, the 
denomination’s top lawmaking assembly, 
or overturned by the Judicial Council. 
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100 conference youth enjoy fellowship, worship and service at 


Mission and service are the focus of this 
year’s conference Junior High retreats, the 
first held Oct. 26-28 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. 

One hundred youth attended the 
October event which featured Bishop 
Cynthia Harvey as the keynote speaker. 
Rev. Larry Norman, director of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, will speak at the 
second retreat slated Nov. 9-11. 


Small group discussions centered on 
Luke 10:27: “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, your soul, your mind, and 
your strength; and your neighbor as your¬ 
self.” The youth put that concept into 
action through a series of service and mis¬ 
sion projects, which included assembling 
200 cleaning buckets and serving in 
Alexandria at the Shepherd Center, Hope 
House, the Butterfly Garden (a bereave¬ 


ment garden for parents who have lost chil¬ 
dren) and two local nursing homes. 

A powerful Saturday night worship 
service featured a walk down the Wesley 
Center trail— lit by flashlights—to the 
“Jesus Cross.” 

“At one point on the trail, the group 
became silent as we prepared for worship. 
The band began playing and it sounded like 
angels singing in heaven as we completed 


One hundred youth attended the 
Louisiana Conference Junior High 
Retreat held Oct. 26-28 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. The October 
event featured Bishop Cynthia Harvey 
as the keynote speaker and focused 
on mission and service. Highlights 
included assembling 200 cleaning 
buckets, service projects in nearby 
Alexandria and a moving worship serv¬ 
ice on Saturday evening. Rev. Larry 
Norman, director of Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, will speak at the 
second retreat slated Nov. 9-11. 

Junior High retreat 

the walk and surrounded the fire at the 
Jesus Cross. God’s presence was felt by 
everyone - it was an awesome time!,” said 
Jodie Harper, conference director of Youth 
Ministries. 

To view pictures of the retreats, go to 
www.la-umc.org, click on Ministries, then 
Youth, then Junior High Retreat. There 
you will find a picture gallery. 



Serving through the Louisiana Annual Conference in an Extension Ministry, Rev. Randy Nichols is the executive director of the Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless 
(CAAH) in Baton Rouge, La. Nichols is shown, top left, inside the alliance’s One Stop Homeless Services Center, which reaches out to some of the community’s most 
vulnerable residents. Two of the center’s clients are shown on donated bicycles that were refurbished by Bob Fraser, a member of First UMC in Baton Rouge. 


CAAH, from page 1 

addressing homelessness and to serve as 
HUD’s continuum of care for the region. 
CAAH members provide emergency shel¬ 
ter, transitional housing and permanent sup¬ 
portive housing for chronically homeless 
individuals, persons with a range of disabil¬ 
ities and families experiencing homeless¬ 
ness for the first time. 

Members also offer services including 
outreach to the homeless, behavioral health 
referrals, substance abuse treatment, veter¬ 
ans services, life skills training, job train¬ 
ing/placement, youth shelters and litera- 
cy/GED classes. Since 1996, CAAH agen¬ 
cies have received over $22,000,000 from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s McKinney-Vento 
Supportive Housing Program. 

“Many of the alliance’s members are 
faith-based agencies, and we have congre¬ 
gations that partner with us in ministry to 
homeless citizens,” said Nichols. 

Connections for Life and HOPE 
Ministries, both United Methodist-based 
agencies helping the underserved of Baton 
Rouge, are members of the alliance. 

Several United Methodist churches in 


the Baton Rouge area have volunteered for 
the alliance through service projects, 
fundraising and collaborative efforts. 

Blackwater UMC provides financial 
assistance to partially fund the salary of a 
volunteer coordinator for CAAH. 

First UMC in Baton Rouge has helped 
with the installation of a community garden 
and a bike donation program. “Two chil¬ 
dren from the church gave the proceeds 
from their lemonade stand as a donation,” 
said Nichols. 

This year’s confirmation class for 
University UMC in Baton Rouge prepared 
food bags to give to shelter residents. The 
church is also assisting with the early 
stages of planning a collaboration to assist 
with homeless prevention and utility assis¬ 
tance. 

CAAH members have responded to the 
shortage of affordable housing in Baton 
Rouge by developing units targeted to the 
homeless. The alliance and its member 
agencies have completed 144 units of 
affordable housing since 2007. 

In 2008, CAAH received funding from 
the Louisiana Department of Social 
Services to re-house evacuees of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. A total of 320 


households were assisted. In 2009, nine 
members received Homeless Prevention 
Re-housing Program funds through the 
America Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
and are now working to alleviate housing 
crises that have occurred as a result of the 
recession. 

The alliance’s One Stop Homeless 
Services Center reaches out to and wel¬ 
comes some of the community’s most vul¬ 
nerable residents in a way not unlike 
churches. 

CAAH, in conjunction with Gulf Coast 
Housing Partnership and St. Vincent 
DePaul Agency, secured land and funding 
(over $8,000,000) to build and operate a 
One Stop Homeless Services Center, an 
effort to collaborate more effectively 
between agencies and to ease access for 
homeless persons into the continuum of 
care’s services. 

In addition to the construction and oper¬ 
ating dollars, the project has in-kind dona¬ 
tions by service providers to pay for the 
existing services. The One Stop Homeless 
Services Center brings under one roof a 
number of current and new alliance pro¬ 
grams including: 

-Day center services (e.g. shower, laun¬ 


dry, telephone, mail, etc.) 

-Primary medical care 
-Behavioral health care (addiction and 
mental health services) 

-Legal services 

-Mainstream resources enrollment (e.g. 
SSI, food stamps) 

-Vocational rehabilitation 
-Employment assistance 
-Housing First (rapid re-housing servic¬ 
es) 

-Housing location services in the private 
sector and homeless housing programs 
-Expanded training and employment 
services 

CAAH coordinates the work of its 
members in the One Stop setting. The 
design includes separate providers deliver¬ 
ing integrated services. 

“The One Stop Homeless Services 
Center reaches out and welcomes some of 
our community’s most vulnerable residents 
in a way not unlike churches,” explained 
Nichols. “Through Capital Area Alliance 
for the Homeless’ work, I am connected to 
Methodist roots and the tenets of social 
holiness.” 
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United Methodist Women budget $190,000 for missions in 2013 
at their annual meeting held Oct. 12-13 at First UMC - Houma 



A total of 187 women from across the 
state gathered at First United Methodist 
Church in Houma for the Louisiana United 
Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting held 
Oct. 12-13. A total of 155 attended the ban¬ 
quet, held Friday at Marriott Courtyard. 

In keeping with this year’s theme, 
“Women Responding to God’s Love and 
Grace,” a budget of $190,000 was set for 
missions in 2013. In addition, participants 
collected a Mission Candle offering of 
$4,486, keeping the “candle burning” for 
two hours, 39 minutes and 40 seconds. 

Prior to the start of the annual meeting, 
the UMW executive team met to discuss 
the findings of a state-wide survey of mem¬ 
bers and local units. Results revealed that 
currently, only 40 percent of United 
Methodist churches in Louisiana have 
UMW units. 

The executive team plans to hold a 
“brainstorming” session Nov. 16-17 to dis¬ 
cuss the revitalization of United Methodist 


Women in Louisiana. “We would like to 
have input from folks regarding the things 
they like—and don’t like—about UMW. 
The organization wants to make the 
changes needed to ensure that UMW 


remains vital and relevant in today’s 
world!,” said Barbara Ferguson, president 
of the Louisiana Conference UMW. 

Ferguson asks that any comments or 
suggested be forwarded to her email or on 


to individual District Presidents. Barbara’s 
email address is bferguson@researchonre- 
forms.org 

The executive team commented that the 
survey revealed a need for conference and 
district levels to be in greater contact with 
local units. “We are doing this now, and 
will work even harder on this in the 
future,” said Ferguson. If a member has not 
filled out the survey, it can be found at 
www.la-umc.org under 
Ministries>Laity>United Methodist 
Women. 

The president also encourages members 
to “be a part” of UMW at the state level by 
completing the “Talent Form” on the con¬ 
ference website. “These are not only officer 
positions, but committee positions that 
members might be interested in,” added 
Ferguson. 


Louisiana’s UMW celebrates unique mission and fund raising projects at annual meeting 


"UNIQUE" CONTEST WINNERS 

A year of secrecy ended on Friday, Oct. 12 with the long-awaited announcement of the 
winners of the ’’Most Unique" contests. Supervised by the Conference and District 
Education & Interpretation Coordinators, the contest was designed to share the creative¬ 
ness our units display in carrying out their mission projects. All entries will be printed in 
a pamphlet available to all the units by the time of the Spiritual Retreat. 

MOST "UNIQUE" MISSION PROJECT 


District Winners 

Church 

Conference Winners 

$$$ 

Acadiana 

St. Peter 


$10 

Baton Rouge 

St. Luke 


$10 

Lake Charles 

Westlake 

2nd Place 

$35 

Monroe 

Douglas 

1st Place 

$60 

New Orleans 

St. Matthew 

3rd Place 

$20 

Shreveport 

Benton 


$10 


The winning project was from Douglas UMC in the Monroe District. To quote their 
entry: "It gets cold in the Appalachian Mountains. We have become Nifty Knitters sending 
300 plus handmade hats to precious children to help them have warm ears! Warm ears and 
covered heads mean fewer illnesses. Fewer illnesses mean happier moms. Happier moms 
mean contented families. Each hat is sent with a prayer that the recipient will know he/she 
is a beloved child of God! Faith, Hope, Love in Action." Wow! 

Second place winner Westlake UMC in the Lake Charles District supports a kinder¬ 
garten in San Juan del Oberto, Guatemala. They provide school supplies and help with the 
cost of the teacher’s salary. Now beginning their fourth year of involvement, their mission 
is ever expanding. They also help provide jobs and income by selling crafts for area arti¬ 
sans. 

St. Matthew UMC in the New Orleans District has a "Care & Concern Mission" 
inspired by Matthew 25:36 “.. .1 was sick and you visited me.." The purpose of this mis¬ 
sion project is to aid in the spiritual comfort, praise and uplifting of Jesus Christ to the joy 
of those in the community who are unable to attend regular worship services. What beau¬ 
tiful examples of mission involvement all three of these projects give us! 

The most unique money raising project entries are just as exciting. First UMC of 
Lafayette was the Acadiana first place winner. An annual July 4th celebration is held each 
year with the Social Hall decorated in red, white and blue. A guest speaker gives a patriot¬ 
ic talk followed by patriotic music and stories Hot dogs with all the "fixings" are served. 
Then come desserts with homemade ice cream. Homemade pies are auctioned. A friendly 
rivalry among the pie bakers has developed and built customer anticipation. This year’s pie 
auction raised over $800 for Louisiana Conference mission agencies. 

It’s amazing how many of our UMW projects have to do with food! Second place win¬ 
ner Horseshoe Drive UMC in the Alexandria District serves a wonderful luncheon. Only 
100 tickets are sold. Those purchasing a table for eight are allowed to choose a fabulous 
tablescape. 

St. Paul’s UMC’s project is also a food one. "Soup’s On" is a great idea for small, 
older groups, especially. Ladies make and freeze taco soup or chicken and sausage gumbo, 
at home in their own time. On the prescribed date, quarts of soup or gumbo are available 
for pick-up to put in your own freezer for another day or thawed for today’s meal. 


Congratulations to these unique fund raisers! 

MOST "UNIQUE" MONEY RAISING PROJECT 


District Winners 

Church 

Conference Winners 

$$$ 

Acadiana 

First of Lafayette 

1st Place 

$60 

Alexandria 

Horseshoe Drive 

2nd Place 

$35 

Lake Charles 

Wesley 


$10 

New Orleans 

St. Paul 

3rd Place 

$20 

Shreveport 

Lakeview 


$10 


Thanks for your participation. "Share your Mission Vision", that’s our slogan! 


Visit the conference website to see more photos from the 
Annual Meeting and pictures of Unique Mission and 
Fundraising Projects! Visit www.la-umc.org and click on 
Ministries, then Laity, then United Methodist Women. 


Congratulations to the rece 

■ntly elected members of the 

Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women’s 

Executive Committee and those continuing! 

Executive Committee 

Historian 

Sallie Uhl 


Dean, Mission U 


President Barbara Ferguson 


Debbie Hancock 

Vice President Sandy DeCelle 

Assistant Dean, Mission U 

Secretary Joyce Thibodeaux 


Anita Hansberry 

Treasurer Georgie Lee 



Roberson 

Committee on Nominations 

Spiritual Growth 



Majorie Franklin 

Class of 2013 

Lake Charles 

Education & Interpretation 


Sammie Jo Perkins 

Myrna Freeman 

Class of 2013 

Acadiana 

Social Action 


Carole Boudreaux 

Laura Salguero 

Class of 2014 

Shreveport 

Membership Nuture & Outreach 


Judy Nugent 

Ouida Smith 

Class of 2014 

Baton Rouge 

Secretary of Program Resources 


Bettye Watson 

Janell Ducrest 

Class of 2015 

Alexandria 

Communication Coordinator 


Eloise Cox 

Anita Hansberry 

Class of 2016 

Monroe 

Chairperson, Committee on 


Margie Harris 

Nominations Judy Nugent 

Class of 2016 

New Orleans 

Chairperson, Standing Rules 


Cynthia Logan 

Margaret Washington 
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United Methodists from throughout the conference participate in leadership workshops 




More than 200 participants attended Leading Beyond the Walls held Oct. 26-27 at 
the Alexander Fulton Hotel in Alexandria, left. Teams from local churches consid¬ 
ered alternate ways of doing church in order to reach those who are unchurched 
in their communities. The two-day leadership event was led by Carol Cartmill and 
Lori Trupp, both staff members of the 8,000 member United Methodist Church of 
the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas. More than 65 United Methodists from 
throughout the Louisiana Conference attended L.E.A.D. 2012-Catch and Release, 
held Nov. 2-3 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth. The leadership workshop 
focused on “catching” seekers, helping them become disciples and then releas¬ 
ing them into the world to serve others. The keynote speaker for the two-day 
event was Rev. Dr. Marvin Anthony Moss, pastor of Cascade United Methodist 
Church in Atlanta. Pictured with Dr. Moss is Rev. Joe Connelly, event organizer. 


Daughenbaugh Matheny Scholarship has rich history in building Christian leaders 


Educating young people is just one 
component of building up Christian leaders 
for the “transformation of the world.” 

One way that the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist 
Church has supported higher education in 
UM colleges is through the establishment 
and ongoing support of the Daughenbaugh 
Matheny (DM) Scholarship fund. 

Offered to students attending Centenary 
College in Shreveport or Dillard University 
in New Orleans, the scholarship enables 
recipients to obtain an education that will 
prepare them for a vocation in the church 
or to serve the church as laity. 

“Support of this scholarship hind is an 

Skeeter Run, from page i 

bags’ and will be adding a few special ele¬ 
ments for kids,” said Merrifield. Barbara 
Robinson, a member of Jefferson UMC in 
Baton Rouge, is serving as the overall race 
site party coordinator and will work with 
individual party coordinators in each city to 
plan special and fun events. 

Merrifield will be leading these volun¬ 
teer race directors: Rev. Jim Elder, 
Alexandria; Judd Hammond and Meghan 
Backstrom, Baton Rouge; Rev. Chuck 


investment in the future ministry of the 
United Methodist Church,” said Valla 
Johnson, DM Scholarship fund chair. 

In 1950, the Howard L. Daughenbaugh 
Memorial Scholarship was established by 
the Board of Laity of the Louisiana 
Conference to aid young people enrolled 
full time at Centenary College in the pur¬ 
suit of careers in Christian education and 
service. 

In 1982, the Thomas H. Matheny 
Scholarship was started to increase educa¬ 
tional opportunities for United Methodists 
in the conference. These two funds, both 
named to recognize outstanding conference 
lay leaders, were combined in 1987. 

Christensen, Haynesville; Michelle Guidry, 
Lafayette; Stuart Keyes, Monroe; Chuck 
George and Max Zehner, New Orleans; 
Amy Stegall, Ruston; Scott Luginbill and 
Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill, Shreveport; 
Angela Bulhof, Sulphur; and Dennis 
Soignier, Thibodaux. 

Local churches will soon be receiving 
promotional tools to “get the word out” to 
their congregations about the race. “We are 
counting on all of our churches to promote 
the event and to sign up to run or walk. 


All applicants must be residents of 
Louisiana, current members of a Louisiana 
United Methodist church and attending or 
planning to attend one of Louisiana’s two 
Methodist institutions of higher learning— 
Centenary College or Dillard University. 
Candidacy for the award is open to high 
school seniors and college students who 
have at least a 2.5 grade point average. 

Scholarships are awarded yearly (school 
year) for a maximum of four years, based 
upon scholarship, service and need. An 
application form, accompanied by a letter 
of recommendation from the individual’s 
church pastor and a school counselor must 
be received by March 1. A personal inter- 

The more participation we have, the greater 
chance we have to raise awareness about 
malaria, which kills nearly 700,000 people 
annually. The vast majority of these victims 
are children under the age of five,” said 
Betty Backstrom, director of communica¬ 
tions for the annual conference. 

Pastors and lay leaders of local churches 
are encouraged by the Bishop and the 
Appointive Cabinet to: 

•Promote the Skeeter Run through 
church media, Lacebook, websites and 


view is required as part of the application 
process for the first two years of the 
award. After that, previous recipients need 
only fill out an application form accompa¬ 
nied by a letter of reference from their pas¬ 
tor and a teacher. 

The amount of individual scholarships is 
dependent on the amount of money raised 
divided among the eligible students for that 
particular year. The scholarship committee 
sets a goal of raising at least $4,000 in each 
district to support annual scholarship 
requests. Applications for the scholarship 
will be available through the conference 
media and website in January of 2013. 


newsletters. Send out a “Save the Date” 
TODAY! Pastors, please speak about the 
event from the pulpit during announce¬ 
ments! 

•Make SURE there is a point person for 
signing up church members for the run! 

•Plan a “swat team” sign up day at 
church in January! 

•Sign up to participate in the 2013 
Louisiana Skeeter Run, yourself! It’s FUN! 

Questions: Call Betty Backstrom at 
(225) 346-1646. 
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Millions of people on the northeastern coast of the U.S. struggle with the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. A New Jersey street is shown, top left, the day after Hurricane 
Sandy hit the state. Volunteers are shown working in the kitchen at Morrow Memorial United Methodist Church, which has hosted people affected by Hurricane Sandy. 
Photos by the Rev. Chris Heckert 


United Methodists rally to help survivors of Hurricane Sandy through housing, donations 


The widespread effects of Hurricane 
Sandy on New Jersey have made it difficult 
for United Methodists to assess immediate¬ 
ly the needs of churches and communities, 
said Bishop John Schol, Greater New 
Jersey Annual (regional) Conference. 

“Our main challenge is 2.4 million peo¬ 
ple without electricity,” the bishop told 
United Methodist News Service the morn¬ 
ing of Nov. 1. “Everything is down.” 

Another challenge is reaching commu¬ 
nities by car with fallen trees littering the 
roads, but Schol has managed to visit 
churches in northern and central parts of 
the state and was to meet with pastors and 
tour shelters and disaster sites in South 
Jersey. 

“A lot of our concern right now is the 
human needs: shelter for people, food, pro¬ 
viding support and counseling,” he said. 
“We are making grants available to church¬ 
es and community organizations engaged 
in immediate human-needs response.” 

Chatham United Methodist Church, for 


example, has provided 100 displaced Drew 
University students with a place to sleep, 
hot meals and “electricity to charge up their 
electronics to call home and do home¬ 
work.” Morrow Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Maplewood also has 
opened its doors to the community. 

Patti Glasser serves as director of opera¬ 
tions for Mission Central, the mission 
warehouse of the Susquehanna Annual 
(regional) Conference. In Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., about three hours from the Big Apple, 
Glasser and her staff of five already are 
responding to Hurricane Sandy-related 
needs from New York. They are waiting to 
hear from other affected states. 

When a disaster occurs, Glasser 
explained, “we have to allow nature to take 
its course. First, the floodwaters come, then 
they recede, then disaster coordinators go 
into the area and assess the damage and see 
what is needed.” The next step is to coordi¬ 
nate resources - both people and supplies. 

Mission Central staff shipped 1,000 


cleaning buckets to hurricane survivors in 
New York, Glasser said. Eventually, she 
anticipates thousands more of the buckets 
will be requested from New Jersey and 
Delaware. 

Current urgent needs are personal insect 
repellant spray (6-14 ounces), liquid house¬ 
hold cleaner (25- or 50-ounce bottles) and 
liquid laundry detergent (12-16 ounces). 
“Ultimately,” Glasser added, “we will need 
the entire contents of the cleaning buckets.” 

The United Methodist Church is helping 
prepare, respond and cope with the storm’s 
effects. Through local United Methodist 
churches and trained disaster response 
workers, the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief (UMCOR) provides immediate 
relief, assistance with cleanup and rebuild¬ 
ing, pastoral counseling and support for 
children and youth who have been through 
trauma. 

“As large as the monster Sandy is, the 
church is larger and more powerful in its 
preparations, its spirit and its capacity to be 


here for years to come,” said the Rev. Tom 
Hazelwood, UMCOR Assistant General 
Secretary for U.S. Disaster Response. 

UMCOR field staff are already at work 
assessing damages in the Caribbean, where 
Hurricane Sandy is known to have killed at 
least 65 people, left widespread power out¬ 
ages and damaged or destroyed agricultural 
fields and communications systems. 

“There are many ways you can help, but 
the most important right now is by giving 
to UMCOR Hurricane 2012 Advance 
#3021787, which will cover needs in the 
affected U.S. and Caribbean regions,” said 
Rev. Hazelwood. You can also text the 
word RESPONSE to 80888 to give an 
immediate $10 donation. Church members 
can make a contribution in the collection 
plate by writing advance number and the 
words “UMCOR Hurricane 2012” in the 
memo line of their check. 

For more information, follow UMCOR 
on Facebook or call (800) 554-8583 
between 8 a.m. and 9 p.m. ET. 


Bishop requests 


special offering on Nov. 11 for Sandy response 


Dear Friends in Christ, 

As we continue to hold our own broth¬ 
ers and sisters affected by Hurricane Isaac 
in prayer we now lift up in prayer our 
brothers and sisters who are recovering 
from the aftermath of Super Storm Sandy. 

We know all too well about Hurricanes 
and Tropical Storms as we have been bat¬ 
tered so badly ourselves. In the past eight 
years, our conference has been blessed 


many times by the generosity of United 
Methodists from across the connection. The 
generosity of our United Methodist broth¬ 
ers and sisters has been instrumental as we 
responded to needs in our conference. We 
now have an opportunity to be the hands of 
Christ to others who are suffering. 

In the wake of the massive devastation 
following Super Storm Sandy, I write to 
encourage you to receive an offering for 


UMCOR this next Sunday, November 11. 

Please let your congregations know that 
every dollar they give goes to disaster 
response. Staff expenses are covered else¬ 
where. Further, the final impact of 
UMCOR dollars is multiplied by all the 
volunteer labor that will also be con¬ 
tributed. 

People may give through their church 
(and the Louisiana Annual Conference will 


forward to UMCOR as quickly as we 
receive funds) or they may contribute 
directly to UMCOR via the UMCOR web¬ 
site (www.umcor.org) 

The Advance number is #3021787. 
Individuals can also text the word 
RESPONSE to 80888 to give an immediate 
$10 donation. 

Grace and Peace, 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


Louisiana still needs assistance in recovery from Isaac: Calling all response teams! 


Just as our brothers and sister in states 
affected by Hurricane Sandy will need 
Louisiana’s help, there are survivors of 
Isaac in our own state that still need the 
vital assistance provided by disaster 
response teams. 

Currently, the Louisiana Disaster 
Response Ministry is working approxi¬ 
mately 50 cases in LaPlace and 50 cases in 


Maurepas, both hard hit by the Aug. 29 
storm. Teams are needed to assist in these 
cases. 

Thank you in advance for sharing your 
time and effort to assist Louisiana in its 
recovery from Hurricane Isaac. For all vol¬ 
unteers, the cost per person for five nights 
is $225. Shorter stays are possible at a cost 
of $45 a night. This includes orientation, 


housing, one meal per day, water and insur¬ 
ance coverage. Teams are asked to consider 
bringing funds to help with supplies and 
materials needs in the rebuilding effort. 

Any amount is appreciated. 

If a group wants to work for the day 
only, there will be a charge of $30 to help 
with cost of materials. 

We appreciate you signing up to serve 


as a member of a response team to 
Hurricane Isaac. You will receive location 
and housing information as soon as we 
have assigned you to a team or have 
assigned your team to a project. If you 
have questions, please email 
jodieharper@la-umc.org. 

Register online to serve by visiting 
www. la-umc. org 
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Malone, from page 2 


Methodism can never be a movement 
that competes with the culture. We are 
spending tons of resources (both human 
and financial) to compete with the NFL, or 
Hollywood, or the country club, or the 
dance recitals, or the traveling sports 
teams, or any of the myriad other activities 
that clamor for people’s attention. We build 
pristine buildings, we install flashy equip¬ 
ment, we devolop curriculum around felt 
needs, all in an effort to compete with cul¬ 
ture, hoping someone will find some rele¬ 
vance in what we do. And, we continue to 
lose the battle. We’ll never win that battle 
because the culture will always make it 
flashier, more appealing, more exciting 
than we will be able to do. We’ll mostly be 
one step behind trying to catch up. But we 
have something the culture can’t 
offer-God, and God’s grace, able to 
change a person and change a culture. 

Let’s offer them Christ. Let’s talk about 
salvation and redemption. Let’s talk about 
repentance and conviction. Then, we won’t 
be competing with culture. We’ll be offer¬ 
ing a counter cultural perspective. Now, 
that’s a movement! 

It probably sounds like I’m getting all 
preachy here, and perhaps I am. That’s 
okay! I’m a preacher, aren’t I? Gil Rendle 
says “a movement is a group of people 
who intentionally, at their own risk, join 
together to make a change in the status 
quo.” Honestly, I have no desire to inten¬ 
tionally join together in a movement 
whose purpose is to restructure an institu¬ 
tion, or develop new small groups, or sim¬ 
ply to get more people in worship. I do, 
however, have a deep desire to intentional¬ 
ly join together with others in a movement 
whose purpose is to save souls. 
Restructuring an institution, developing 
small groups and offering worship options 
may be means to an end, but they are not 
the end. Saving souls is the end. Let’s start 
a movement concerned with that. I’ll be a 
part of that movement. 

Okay, so maybe it won’t work. But 
what we’re doing now isn’t working. Can 
we just try it and see? Let’s add it to the 
conversation and see what happens. I think 
Wesley would be proud, and he might even 
want to be a part of such a movement. 

I’ll hush now. It might sound like I’m 
preaching. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Lynn Malone 

Monroe District Superintendent 

Louisiana Annual Conference 
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Save the Date! 
March 2, 2013 


CENTENARY’S CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CENTER PRESENTS 

Making Our 
Lives Hospitable 
to the Holy 

with Enuma Okoro 

DECEMBER 3,2012 


9:30 am - 4:30 pm 

$75 before November 17 • $100 after November 17 
$15 discount for clergy, and Centenary alumni, faculty, and staff 
Lunch will be provided 


To register, call Maegan Daigle at 318.869.5112 or visit 

centenary.edu/clc/okoro 

[This event is worth .5 CEUs) 






During this seminar, participants will explore theoretical and practical 
ways of developing spiritually minded daily habits and practices that 
speak to what we find ourselves embedded in the liturgy. Centering and 
Focus. Worship. Praise. Confession. Attending to the Word of God. 
Extending Peace. Re-membering ourselves into the body of Christ. Living 
not just on bread alone, but sustaining ourselves on the body of Christ. 

Enuma Okoro is an author, speaker, spiritual director, and she 
continues to lead workshops and retreats on varied topics engaging the 
literary and visual arts, and spiritual disciplines. She has a Masters of 
Divinity from Duke. 

Okoro's spiritual memoir, Reluctant Pilgrim: A Moody Somewhat 
Self-Indulgent Introvert's Search for Spiritual Community (Fresh Air 
Books, 2010) was a winning finalist in the 2010 USA Best Books Award 
and received the 2011 National Indie Excellent Book Awards Winning 
Finalist in “Spirituality and African-American Non-Fiction.” 


OUR ELECTRONIC NEWS: 

Subscribing is as easy as 


PastorBlast! 

PastorBlast! is a 
monthly newsletter 
for pastors on church 
leadership, finance, 
stewardship and 
other issues relevant 
to pastors. 
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I Priorities includes a 
I compilation of articles 
I on personal finance 
I topics such as: 

• building wealth 

• budgeting 

• debt reduction 

• generosity and more! 
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“Faith & “Finance 


With articles on 
finance, giving, 
and general church 
leadership, Faith 
& Finance assists 
church lay leaders 
with local church 
issues. 


Subscribe to 1,2 or all 3 of our 
FREE electronic newsletters today! 

www.umf.org 














Save the Date! 

The second 
annual Louisiana 
Skeeter Run 
March 2, 2013 
In 10 cities 
throughout the 
state! 

Visit la-umc.org 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 



Individual Volunteers/ 4 
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LAVIM Early Response Team training slated for March 9 in Ruston 


Not a first response group of emergency 
workers, nor a recovery rebuild or repair 
team; an Early Response Team fills a spe¬ 
cific need in the early days after a disaster 
to establish the presence of the church. 

Various tasks are assigned to an ERT by 
those selected by the community to com¬ 
mand the response; but no task is more 
important that the purpose of ERTs, which 
is to provide a Christian presence, not a 
task. Offering that presence may be the 


most important thing a team can do. The 
team also takes further steps to prevent 
damage to a family’s personal property by 
tarping, debris removal and cleaning out 
flooded homes. 

The team may be asked to manage 
donated materials or other tasks deemed 
necessary by the community. Some teams 
form to observe the needs of survivors and 
report these to local operations. Each team 
is to be a part of the caring ministry of ’’lis¬ 


teners" who help survivors begin to heal. 
Early Response Team members must also 
be able to respond much like a Volunteer 
Fire Department which means putting per¬ 
sonal and family plans on hold when the 
call to respond comes your way. 

If you feel led to serve in this capacity, 
attend the next ERT training March 9 from 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at Trinity UMC in Ruston, 
La. The cost is $35. To register, contact 
LAVIM at (225) 346 -1646. 


Holy Land 



An 18-member Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team visited and worked in the Holy Land Oct. 7-20. The group trav¬ 
eled to numerous sites and worked with Methodist Advance projects. They experienced ‘precious moments’ with 
many of the people they met, like Joseph, pictured center. Team member Diane Reich gives an account of her travels. 


LAVIM team visits and works in the Holy Land 


BY DIANE REICH 

To walk where Jesus walked. . . Our 
18-member Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission team thought this would be the 
highlight of our Holy Land mission in 
October. However, through our work 
with Methodist Advance projects while 
there, we encountered other precious 
moments. 

Appropriately, our pilgrimage of holy 
sites began in Nazareth with the 
Annunciation. Immediately, the paradox 


of this land became apparent. The Greek 
Orthodox claim that Gabriel’s visitation 
occurred at the local well; and a beautiful 
church stands above an ancient well still 
bubbling with spring water. Not far away 
from the site is the Catholic Basilica, tra¬ 
ditionally known as the site of the angelic 
announcement. 

From Galilee, we traveled to 
Jerusalem. Our pilgrimage brought us 
from the Mount of Olives, to the ancient 
Garden of Gethsemane, then along the 


“Way of Sorrows” in Old Jerusalem. The 
closer we trod toward the place of cruci¬ 
fixion, the more crowded the sites 
became. We heard a variety of languages 
spoken. The lovely Garden Tomb 
reminded us, “He is not here, for He is 
risen.” We were thankful that Jesus 
resides in us, the living temples for his 
Holy Spirit that is tied to neither time nor 
place. 

There are no Methodist churches in 

See Holy Land, page 5 
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On the Journey 

An amazing song to sing 


As I begin the journey to 
Advent, my mind quickly 
turns to memories of the sea¬ 
son. Our family home was 
always filled with the sounds 
and smells of the season. My 
mother was an amazing cook 
and feeding people was her 
gift. My extended family 
always knew they were wel¬ 
come at our table, as were 
their friends. Often, there 
were strangers who found 
their way to our table. In my 
mother’s words, “There is 
always room for one more.” 

I think about that phrase 
during this season, “There is 
always room for one more.” I 
suppose that is why each year 
at this time I focus on Mary’s 
Song or the Magnificat from 


the first 
chapter of 
Luke’s 
gospel. 

Mary’s 
Song is a 
story of 
reversal, one 
that turns 
the world as 
people knew 
it upside down. It is a song of 
hope. It anticipates and mod¬ 
els what God will do for the 
poor, the powerless and the 
oppressed. Mary’s Song is a 
song of outrageous hope for a 
better world where mercy is 
shown to everyone, where the 
lowly are lifted up and where 
the hungry are filled. In 
Mary’s Song there is always 


room for one more. 

This issue of Louisiana 
Now! focuses on our mission 
to the world. I am reminded 
that this Annual Conference 
has an amazing song to sing. 
Our song models what God is 
doing for the poor, the power¬ 
less and the oppressed 
through the amazing efforts of 
the faithful people of this 
Annual Conference. Our song 
is a song of outrageous hope! 

A few weeks ago I received 
a report from the Vital 
Congregations Initiative. In 
that report, the Louisiana 
Annual Conference led The 
United Methodist Church in 
the number of people 
involved in mission. In addi¬ 
tion, I was very proud that 


our average giving to mis¬ 
sions per worshipper was the 
greatest in the jurisdiction. 
Because of your faithfulness 
we are indeed turning the 
world upside down as we 
serve the lost and the least. 

My mother’s dinner table is 
but a memory but the impor¬ 
tance of making room for one 
more is deeply rooted in who 
I am. I am delighted and con¬ 
sider it an honor to serve side- 
by-side with faithful servants 
of God who share in that root¬ 
edness. 

In Christ, 

Cynthia Fierro Harvey 



Bishop Cynthia 
Fierro Harvey 


SERVE 

love all. serve all. mark 10:45 


MARCH 11-15 

SOUTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION 

WORK WEEK 2013 AT 
MOUNT SEQUOYAH 



REGISTRATION 
AVAILABLE 
ONLINE @ 

mountsequoyah.org 


SERVE in missions at Mount Sequoyah. SERVE is a great opportunity for groups to meet and work 
with others within the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. With the support of the 
leadership team at Mount Sequoyah and the SCJ Volunteers in Mission Coordinators, volunteers will 
experience inspiring mission work and about living out their faith. 

All are welcome. Both experienced and inexperienced volunteers are welcome. During the work week 
there will be many opportunities for you to use your skills in carpentry, repair & maintenance, sealing 
decks, drywall, painting, or helping make the grounds of Mount Sequoyah beautiful. 


Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 

A facility of The South Central Jurisdiction 


MOUNT^T 

SEQUOYAH 


1 50 NW Skyline Drive 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
OFFICE 479.443.4531 
TOLL FREE 800.760.8126 
www.mountsequoyah.org 


What To Bring Team members are requested to bring their own basic 
tools: hammer, tape measure, nail aprons, safety goggles, work gloves, 
disposable facemasks, skill saws, drills, extension cords, or for the 
landscaping crew - rakes, clippers, shovels and gloves. Please label 
everything you bring. 


Lodging and Meals The cost of the week is $40 per person per day. 
Linens and towels are provided. Lodging is based on a first come, first 
serve basis. Parker Hall and Elza-Stephens-Remmel Hall will be used 
for housing volunteers. 


Medical Suggestion A tetanus update is recommended for all of the 
volunteers participating in mission work. 


What To Wear Old or work clothing is recommended for construction 
and gardening work. Adequate protection from the sun (long sleeves, 
hat and sunscreen) is important. Bring a coat or rain coat. 

What else are we going to do? Evenings will be filled with time for 
relaxing and unwinding with games and activities with new friends 
from around the South Central Jurisdiction. During down time the team 
at Mount Sequoyah will provide and/or plan visits to local attractions 
in and around Fayetteville and NW Arkansas. 

Fees & Need Costs Mount Sequoyah requests teams and individuals to 
assist with meal costs and project support. Look for more details on 
the website that will outline projects and needs. 



THE END OF 



{OurtUJiA VGLuaiKiK IN MlfiUQN 
TIM IMPtft TTMHING—WMTiWJNT IW*, IEH 
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Sojourn to Isle of Iona, Scotland in fall of 2013 designed for Prime timers 



In late summer of 2013, Larry Norman 
will lead a Primetimers event to the Isle of 
Iona on behalf of the UMC. You can catch 
up on the general church ministry for 
Primetimers by going to 
http ://www.umcmission. org/Get- 
Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities/Types- 
of-Volunteers/Primetimers. 

The sojourn to Iona Abbey and the Isle 
of Iona will be Aug. 31-Sept. 6, 2013. The 
group will participate in two worship serv¬ 
ices each day in the Abbey, optional work¬ 
shops, a trip to the Isle of Staffa to see 
Finnegan’s Cave and the puffins, and make 
the pilgrimage hike around the island with 
the rest of the pilgrims on Wednesday. 

This pilgrimage group will also attend 
special workshops centered on the work of 
The Right Reverend George MacLeod, 
who began the idea of the Iona Community 
in the ruins of Columba’s Abbey. 

The Primetimers pilgrims will stay in 
the Mac Center, which is named for 
MacLeod. There will be one required read¬ 
ing and two suggested ones for this portion 
of the pilgrimage, all written by or about 
MacLeod and Iona. There will be plenty of 
time for personal reflection, walks on the 
beach and soulful rest. The week will be 


interesting and exciting but also a time for 
you and God and the deeper business of 
heart and faith. For more information on 
the Iona Community please go to 
http://www.iona.org.uk/. Please note that 
you will not register for this pilgrimage on 
the Iona Community web site but on the 
Primetimers web site. 

Additionally, our group will spend time 
in the beautiful city of Glasgow touring the 


architectural work of Rennie Macintosh 
who many believe is the inspiration of 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright. The group 
will stay in a Macintosh designed hotel and 
also ride a double decker bus to see, visit 
hear about the many Macintosh buildings, 
churches, hotels, etc., including his own 
home and the masterpiece of his work, the 
Macintosh School of Art. The group will 
also visit the famed Glasgow Cathedral and 


the Saint Mungo Museum of Religious Art. 

The exact dates of the pilgrimage will 
begin Aug. 29 with the group gathering in 
Glasgow. Primetimers make their own 
flight reservations after registering for the 
pilgrimage on the Primetimers site. The 
mission will conclude on Sept. 10. Days 
are also allowed for a full day’s journey 
each way to and from Glasgow to Iona. 
This part of the transportation will be 
included in your pilgrimage cost. 

Registration should be completed by 
Dec. 31, and you will then be able to make 
your air reservations. Pilgrims are encour¬ 
aged to arrive early or stay longer in 
Scotland. A gathering of the Pilgrimage 
group will be held on the evening of Aug. 
30 in Glasgow. 

Costs, not including air, are $1,500 and 
include travel to/from Glasgow, all meals, 
lodging, program while at Iona and travel 
and admissions and tours after returning to 
Glasgow. Meals while in Glasgow will not 
be included, although the group will enjoy 
dining together for the meals while on tour. 

If you have questions, please contact 
Larry Norman at LduckN@aol.com or 
(225) 346-1646,or (225) 933-1881. 


Conference pastor shares inspirational story of conversion in Cambodia 


BY REV. LARRY O’DELL 

I was privileged to be a part of a 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team serv¬ 
ing in Cambodia this past October. The 
primary purpose for our mission was to 
lead the second Cambodian Methodist 
Men’s Retreat. 

In 2010, some of the members of our 
team had served as leaders for the first 
Cambodian Methodist Men’s Retreat. The 
October retreat was a special time of shar¬ 
ing God’s love, once again, with more than 
40 men from across the Kingdom of 
Cambodia. 

During the recent mission, I preached at 
the Spean Chivit Methodist Church. This 
was a special moment because the 
Louisiana Annual Conference bought the 
land for this church as well as paid for its 
construction. After preaching, I led in the 
dedication of a new parsonage which was 
built with funds donated by St. Andrew’s 
UMC in Baton Rouge. 


I also preached at the Tuek Thla 
Methodist Church. Sharing God’s message 
of love and grace to the Methodists in 
Cambodia was special, but what happened 
after church was truly 
spiritual. The pastor 
asked us to visit the 
homes of some of his 
church members. We 
rode down a muddy 
road and got out of the 
van to make our way to 
the homes. We visited 
several homes, but two 
of the visits stood out 
to me. 

The first home was 
that of a woman and 
her little girl who had 
been in the worship 
service. On the little girl’s hand, neck and 
ankle were red string bracelets. 

Before becoming a Christian, the moth¬ 


er was Buddhist. In Buddhism, these red 
string bracelets are worn to protect you 
from all evil spirits and demons. The moth¬ 
er, a new Christian, wanted me to cut the 
strings since she 
was no longer 
Buddhist. This act 
would be a visible 
way of proclaiming 
her new faith in 
Christ! 

When I took the 
scissors from the 
mother’s hand, I cut 
the string from the 
baby’s wrist. The 
little girl cried. 
When I cut the 
string from her 
neck, her crying 
was softer. When I cut the string from her 
ankle she was no longer crying. I shared a 
prayer of blessing for this mother and her 


daughter and for their new life in Christ. 

The second home was that of the newest 
member of the Tuek Thla Church. This 
woman’s husband had recently died. As we 
visited with her, I noticed that she, too, had 
a red string bracelet on her wrist. As a new 
Christian, she asked me to pray for her and 
her family. After praying, she asked me to 
cut the red string from her wrist.. .and I 
did. Like the mother of the baby girl, this 
new believer wanted to proclaim her new 
faith. 

Truly, the Holy Spirit was evident in the 
lives of these two families. In a country 
where the population is 95 percent 
Buddhist, these new Christians were not 
ashamed of proclaiming their belief in the 
risen Christ. That is putting your belief into 
practice. Their faith should be a challenge 
to United Methodists and to all Christians 
everywhere to proudly proclaim the risen 
Christ in our lives. 



Men’s mission to Cambodia is success, more Cambodia opportunities on the calendar 


A group of six United Methodist Men 
from Louisiana traveled to Cambodia Oct. 
18-Nov. 1. The main purpose of the mis¬ 
sion was to participate in and help lead the 
second Methodist Men’s Retreat in the 
Kingdom of Cambodia. 

One of the themes for the retreat cen¬ 
tered on building strong families. Leaders 
shared the idea that families are “our 
greatest assets,” and gave tips to the men 
on building a strong, Christian family. 

The group also visited an orphanage 
about an hour outside of Phnom Penh 
known as Community Outreach Services 
Immanuel.The group brought children’s 
items and got a tour and overview of the 


facility and their program. About 80 chil¬ 
dren are currently at the facility. When 
they reach high school age, they move to 
a hostel during the week that is close to 
the public high school, then come back to 
the main center on weekends. There are 
40 high school students and about 20 that 
have moved on to university. 

The team worshipped with the Spean 
Chivit Methodist Church and attended the 
dedication of the new parsonage. They 
were treated to special songs by the chil¬ 
dren and youth. Pastor Yin Dinah gave 
comments of welcome and appreciation, 
and Rev. Larry O’Dell delivered a sermon 
about “The Real Thing” with the assis¬ 


tance of Tola, the group’s translator. 

A visit to Faith Engine Ministries gave 
the team a glimpse of this program which 
provides a three-month training course in 
motor cycle repair to young men. The 
youth who participate in the program are 
generally very poor, and some have dis¬ 
abilities and other challenges. “As it was 
put to us, the best candidates for this pro¬ 
gram are the people that nobody else 
wants. They are shown love and caring, 
while learning a marketable skill,” wrote 
one team member. 

The LAVIM team also traveled to 
Smath Methodist Church to help with the 
building of a parsonage. The group assist¬ 


ed with bricklaying, ing in a sewer and 
filling in dirt around the parsonage foun¬ 
dation. 

If you are interested in participating in 
future missions to Cambodia, please note 
the following that are already on the cal¬ 
endar for 2013-2014: 

Feb. 7-20, 2013; Construction and 
VBS at Samrath UMC; Team Leader, 

Judy Foust, jpfoust@ccr.brcoxmail.com 
July 17-30; Nationwide Methodist 
Youth Leadership Camp; Team Leader, 
Diane Reich, diane845@gmail.com 
Spring of 2014; Medical; Team Leader, 
Beverly Dinnel, dinnels@bellsouth.net 
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Wesley Foundation team joins 


Rev. Angela Bulhof led her first med¬ 
ical clinic team from the McNeese 
College of Nursing to Manos Juntas, Rio 
Bravo, Mexico in January of 2012. Little 
did the team know that one of their mem¬ 
bers, Michael McFarlain, would return to 
Manos Juntas this past August as a 
McNeese alumnus, a “bona fide” regis¬ 
tered nurse and a trained UMVIM 
Individual Volunteer. 

“As soon as I found out that Willie 
Berman had delivered Michael to Rio 
Bravo, I contacted him,” said Rev. Angela 
Bulhof, director of the McNeese Wesley 
Foundation. “I asked Michael how soon I 
needed to get a mission team together to 
serve at the clinic while he was still 
there.” 

Building on their relationships with 
Manos Juntas Clinic and the McNeese 
College of Nursing, the Wesley 
Foundation is headed back to Rio Bravo 
Dec. 17-20, 2012. The team includes 
McNeese Spanish professor Dr. Kim 
Bowman, another RN who is a recent 


McNeese graduate, six current nursing 
students and up to eight others. They will 
assist with a two-day, free clinic to the 
Rio Bravo community. Up to 250 patients 
of all ages will be able to see either a doc¬ 
tor or a dentist and leave the clinic phar¬ 
macy with a one-month’s supply of the 
medications they need. 

In the meantime, McNeese nursing 
professors Lori Groves and Kat Williams 
have arranged for one of their spring 
Community Health Classes to offer assis¬ 
tance for the second time in two years to 
Julian Otero, director of the Manos Juntas 
Clinic. Rev. Bulhof explains, “My role 
during the mission will be to make a 
Windshield Survey Video for the class, 
demonstrating a rural community in need 
of health education.” The McNeese 
Community Health Class will leam all 
they can about the community, using 
email and Skype to communicate with 
him over the course of four weeks. Then 
they will create materials that are ready- 
to-use by the clinic as well as the 


individual volunteer in Mexico 



Mexican Department of Health in that 
region. “Last January, our team delivered 
hundreds of attractive brochures, in 
Spanish, to Manos Juntas. Doctora 
Marisol is still handing these out to 


patients six days a week,” said Rev. 
Bulhof. “I can’t wait to discover what we 
will be able to deliver to Mr. Otero after 
the next class project!” 


McFarlain shares story as UMYIM individual volunteer in Mexico 


BY MICHAEL ANTHONY MCFARLAIN 

Bom and raised in southwest Louisiana, 
I was brought up in the church ever since I 
can remember. Throughout my life, there 
were numerous times where I felt God 
pulling at my heart to do something. 

I went on my first mission at the age of 
18. A series of missions followed over the 
next few years, each time God revealing 
something fresh and new to me. However, 

I knew deep in my heart that there was 
more to this "walk with Jesus.” 

I went on my first medical mission to 
Rio Bravo, Mexico in January of 2012 with 


LAVIM and the McNeese Wesley 
Foundation. While I was there, I felt the 
Holy Spirit stronger than ever before, urg¬ 
ing me to be there longer. At 23 years old, I 
had a raw encounter with the presence of 
God one night and realized all the things I 
had been holding onto that were stopping 
me from experiencing God to the fullest. I 
asked God that if He wanted me to be in 
missions to please show me the way. 

The next week I was offered a position 
as a worship director at a large church. I 
prayed one night after practice for God to 
reveal to me what He wanted me to do. I 
felt that moment in my spirit that I was 


supposed to go back 
to Mexico after nurs¬ 
ing school. I had 
been told of the 
opportunities for 
individual long-term 
mission through 
Individual 
Volunteers. 
Ultimately, I attended 
the Individual 
Volunteer in Mission 
training offered by 
the General Board of 
Global Ministry. 



I met with the church in Lake Charles to 
let them know I would not be taking the 
position as worship director, and after hear¬ 
ing my passion to serve in Mexico, they 
offered to pay for my training. After pass¬ 
ing state boards in July, I traveled to serve 
in the Manos Juntas clinic in Mexico this 
past August. 

This experience has shown me that we 
are all chosen by The Lord to join together 
for one purpose, to live a life completely 
and passionately abandoned to Jesus. I will 
never forget the ways God has revealed 
himself to me. I know that God is in front 
of me, leading my path. 


LAVIM volunteers talk about becoming individual volunteers 


Alexa Crawford has served as a 
member of several LAVIM mission 
teams to Cambodia and Honduras. 

During her last mission to Cambodia, she 
felt called to a longer mission placement. 
Alexa will be attending the UMVIM 
Individual Volunteer Training to become 
certified to return to Cambodia for the 
summer of 2013. 

Alexa recently shared her story about 
the turning point that influenced her deci¬ 
sion. 

“During my team’s recent mission in 
Cambodia, we stepped inside of an 
orphanage. The dilapidated exterior could 
not hold a candle to the flame that was 
inside of the walls of the building. These 
children are on FIRE for God. They feel 
the warmth of His presence and exude it 
to all.” 

“The children began to sing a song for 
us. They were so excited about their per¬ 
formance. They lined up in perfect for¬ 
mation and exchanged grins. They were 
so ready to bring us a piece of their joy!” 

“I began to hear a soft murmur. It 
seemed like a familiar tune! I listened 


closer. Maybe they had used a popular 
secular tune and placed their own Khmer 
language to the verses. I sharply tuned 
my ears to the words that began, Today 
is the day.’ And they began to shout, That 
You have made. Let us rejoice and be 
glad in it.’” 

“Tears welled up in my eyes. I knew 
this song. I knew this song well. I 
remember standing with my parents at 
the young age of 10, listening to the 
music, and clapping my hands. Now, I 
was standing literally across the world, 
hearing the same words—11 years later. 
These boys and girls knew that this day 
had been made for one reason and for 
one reason only—to rejoice in His good¬ 
ness and His grace,” said Crawford. 

Alexa is one of seven men and 
women who have participated in LAVIM 
and who are trained and assigned to the 
UMVIM Individual Volunteer program 
(an initiative of the General Board of 
Global Ministry). 

In June of 2012, UMVIM hosted one 
of these trainings in Louisiana. During 
that event, six people from Louisiana 


received training. Not everyone that 
attended the training has received their 
mission assignments, yet. 

Dick Sirmons, one of the June 
trainees, has already been assigned to the 
McCurdy School in New Mexico as of 
January of 2013. 

“During the June training, there were 
19 participants, nine of whom are under 
30 years of age. It was wonderful to see 
young people represented in this group of 
volunteers,” said Sirmons. 

He went on to explain why he select¬ 
ed the McCurdy School as a possible 
placement for his work as an Individual 
Volunteers. “I was drawn to the McCurdy 
School in Espanola, New Mexico 
because of the work they are doing with 
poorer children. They are a mission 
school with about 500 students, K-12,” 
he added. 

The school in Espanola was founded 
in 1912 by the United Brethren Church. 
They are building a new building and are 
hoping to provide classes in ESL and 
GED, and tutoring students in an after 
school setting. 


“I look forward to at least two or more 
months at the school. As with most VIM 
missions, I will find out exactly what I 
will do when I get there. I plan to take 
pictures and make a power point presen¬ 
tation when I return, using the presenta¬ 
tion to encourage others to go into mis¬ 
sion,” said Sirmons. 

Nancy Eubanks, director of the 
Invdividual Volunteers program, led the 
training held this summer at the Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. She can pro¬ 
vide additional information about the 
programand can be reached at (731) 772- 
0458 or nteubanks@gmail.com. 

Alexa Crawford had this to say about 
her motivation for serving as an 
Individual Volunteer: “In the end, it is all 
we were created for. Yes, we were creat¬ 
ed to serve, to love and to laugh. We 
were created to become mission-minded. 
But, as I grow older, I begin to see that 
maybe it is all about loving Jesus. When 
we love Jesus—love who He is, what He 
did and who He continues to be—every¬ 
thing follows suit.” 
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An 18-member Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team visited and worked in the Holy Land Oct. 7-20. The group traveled to numerous sites and worked with Methodist 
Advance projects. Members of the team are shown, top left, participating in a traditional, local dance with a group of their hosts. The group visited the Methodist- 
based Mar Elias Institute, top right, which provides education for kindergarten through college-aged children. 


Holy Land, from page 1 

the Holy Land. A Methodist liaison office 
in Jerusalem headed by Janet Lehr Lewis 
expresses our presence. Three missionaries 
and an intern work with her to provide 
resources for Methodist travelers and to 
support many mission projects in the 
region. 

One of these, the Mar Elias Institute 
founded by Archbishop Elias Chacour, pro¬ 
vides education for kindergarten through 
college-aged children regardless of their 
religion or politics. For the first five days 
of our mission, we resided at the Institute 
in Galilee, harvested the campus olive crop 
and interacted with the students and staff. 
The team heard dreams of higher education 
and hopes for peace and prosperity in the 
land. One afternoon, we visited Sindyanna 
of the Galilee, a fair trade organization ded¬ 
icated to improving lives by promoting 
agricultural products. The gracious ladies at 


Two Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
India missions are offered in February of 
2013. 

The first, led by experienced Indian 
mission leader Judy Barbay, will do con¬ 
struction and VBS. The second, led by 
Beverly Dinnel, past Cambodian and Viet 
Nam medical team leader, will offer med¬ 
ical care in established and mobile clinics. 
The construction mission is slated for Feb. 
7-23 and the medical mission is Feb. 14- 
March 2. 

Both teams will work at the Faridpur 
Medical Clinic located about one hour 
from Bareilly. The construction team will 
do needed repairs and renovations on the 
clinic and the medical team will later con¬ 
duct several days of free clinics out of the 
facility as well as in surrounding villages. 

The VBS will be held at the Wame 
Baby Fold on the grounds of the historic 
Methodist Clara Swain Hospital. LAVIM 
has been involved with the Baby Fold and 
India Methodism for over nine years and 
enjoys strong ties to the children of the 
Baby Fold. Past teams have completed a 
chapel there, provided numerous renova¬ 
tions, medical clinics and educational mis- 


the visitor’s center served us refreshments, 
explained their work and demonstrated bas¬ 
ket weaving. 

During the latter portion of our mission, 
we stayed in Bethlehem and spent several 
days working in the village of Wadi 
Fouqeen. The Methodist Church, among 
other aid organizations, supports communi¬ 
ty development projects here. Utilizing our 
newly acquired skills, we assisted the com¬ 
munity by harvesting their olive grove. We 
also had the opportunity to hear stories, 
share visions and interact with the vil¬ 
lagers, both young and old. 

Another support project we visited was 
the Lajee Center at the Aida Refugee 
Camp, a place of recreation and education 
for the people in the camp. On our tour 
through the camp, we encountered numer¬ 
ous children who were friendly and playful 
despite their cramped and oppressive living 
conditions. On a day trip to Hebron and 
Abraham’s Tomb, we visited the Hebron 


sions, as well as worked at the famed Sat 
Tal Ashram. 

The team will also be housed at the 
Baby Fold during most of the mission. 

During the tour, the team will visit the 
Taj Mahal at Agra, ride to the Amber 
Palace at Jaipur on elephants, and see the 
Lotus Temple and Gandhi’s Samadhi 
Memorial in Delhi, among other historic 
and cultural interests. 

While professionals such as carpenters, 
plumbers, electricians and experienced 
builders and educators and teachers are 
sought for the construction team, and 
physicians, dentists, medical technicians, 
pharmacists, nurses and all medically 
trained assistants are needed for the med¬ 
ical ministry—all are welcome. Those 
who are willing to serve always find a 
meaningful part to play in any mission. 

The cost for mission participation, flight 
and in-country travel, tour, insurance, 
administration, meals and lodging will be 
$3,243 for the construction team departing 
Baton Rouge. An Indian visa is also neces¬ 
sary, along with a passport. Costs for these 
two documents are not included in the reg¬ 
istration fees. Procurement information will 


Rehabilitation Committee (HRC). The 
committee renovates historical buildings in 
this ancient city that are then offered to dis¬ 
placed persons. In addition, the HRC pro¬ 
vides recreational, vocational and legal 
services. 

Back in Bethlehem, we conversed with 
the director and staff of the WI’AM 
Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center. 
These Christians offer hope of reconcilia¬ 
tion and peace through children’s mental 
health and recreational programs, women’s 
civil and vocational training, youth cultural 
exchanges and men’s clubs. Four Homes of 
Mercy, founded in 1940, provides care for 
severely disabled men, women and chil¬ 
dren in a clean and well-ordered facility. 
Though mentally and physically chal¬ 
lenged, the patients greeted us with large 
smiles and warm handshakes. 

Bethlehem Bible College was our final 
project destination. This non-denomination- 
al institute of higher learning prepares 

2013 give medical 

be provided by LAVIM. 

The cost of the medical mission, depart¬ 
ing out of New Orleans, is $3,032. The 
medical team will depart from New 
Orleans. Departures from other cities 
around the US will be arranged with some 
difference in cost. Registration will be han¬ 
dled through the LAVIM offices. Deposits 
of $250 per person are due no later than 
Dec. 15 for both the medical and construc¬ 
tion teams. 

Casual attire is recommended for both 
missions. Comfortable work clothes and 
sturdy shoes or boots are suggested for 
construction, surgical scrubs for the med¬ 
ical team. At no time are tank tops, halter- 
tops or short shorts appropriate while on an 
LAVIM team. Please consult a weather 
forecast when preparing for the mission. 
"Layering" is advised for changing weather 
conditions. Adequate protection from hot 
sun is essential. A light jacket is recom¬ 
mended for cool evenings and early morn¬ 
ings. 

The LAVIM India construction mission 
will depart Baton Rouge on the scheduled 
date in February, arriving in New Delhi on 
the day after. The medical team will depart 


Christian servant-leaders through training 
in Christian education, Christian ministry, 
media studies and tour guiding. After a pro¬ 
fessorial lecture, we were treated to a lunch 
with the founder of the school and the cam¬ 
pus staff. 

Throughout our sojourn, Methodist mis¬ 
sionary Kristen Brown was our guide, con¬ 
sultant and friend. Issa and Elias Gharib— 
brothers and owners of Grace Tours— 
exemplified Middle Eastern hospitality by 
assuring our health and comfort and by 
welcoming us into their families’ homes for 
a festive meal. Reflecting on our pilgrim¬ 
age, the true treasures we encountered were 
the people, the “living stones” of the land 
who are devoted to God, to their families 
and to providing hope for a peaceful and 
just life for all those who live in this holy 
place. 


construction aid 

New Orleans on Feb. 14, arriving in Delhi 
on Feb. 15. Both groups will overnight in 
Delhi upon arrival. The construction/VBS 
team will depart by bus to Bareilly to do its 
work and then travel to Agra to meet the 
arriving medical team for a combined team 
tour of important sights in Indian history. 
The medical team will then travel to 
Bareilly and Faridpur as the 
construction/VBS team returns to the US. 
Both teams will be housed at the Wame 
Baby Fold during the major part of the 
mission. Housing in Delhi will be at the 
Blue Triangle UMCA and at several hotels 
during the tour. Additional sight-seeing 
and market shopping will complete both 
schedules in New Delhi. All linens and 
towels are provided at lodging locations. 

Volunteers should bring clothing appro¬ 
priate for weather conditions and the mis¬ 
sion chosen as well as personal toilet arti¬ 
cles. A comprehensive list of “what to 
bring” will be supplied at required team 
trainings prior to departure. Volunteers will 
also be asked to collect supplies for the 
Baby Fold, for the VBS and medicines for 
the clinics. 


India LAVIM missions in February 
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Dear Friends, 

2012 is practically gone. We have 
shared many blessings, met new people 
and started new programs. We have 
learned that the concept of safety varies in 
context. Natural forces have created suf¬ 
fering and disasters beyond our under¬ 
standing. One of our dearest friends, 
Kathy Wells from Monroe, La., has a say¬ 
ing at the end of her e-mails, “Be kinder 
than necessary because everyone you 
meet is fighting some kind of battle”. You 
may not see their tears, they may be smil¬ 
ing on the outside, but that doesn’t mean 
people are not hurting inside. 

This year, Mexico VIM has been 
blessed by 37 mission teams—seven teams 
from Louisiana, five teams from West 
Ohio, one team from Iowa, 11 teams from 
Oklahoma, two teams from Michigan, 
four teams from Arkansas, two teams 
from Virginia and five teams from Texas. 
Current construction projects include 
building the classroom at our “Vamos 
Tamaulipas” community center, adding a 
classroom to a public junior high school, 


others in many different ways, making a 
difference in their lives; our goal is to cre¬ 
ate opportunities that will allow us to 
share this love constantly. By partnering 
with the Methodist Church of Mexico, we 
incorporate the evangelistic and spiritual 
elements of our service in all of our pro¬ 
grams, serving as a true ministry. 

Our ministry is largely funded by the 
contributions of mission teams that come 
and work with us. (Just imagine—what if 
no teams came to Mexico.) People and 
churches have invested much to keep our 
ministry alive and thriving. 

Now, we are looking for long-lasting 
relationships. We need those efforts of 
teams while they are here; but we need 
more than just those visits-or the gener¬ 
ous contributions of churches when they 
hear about the pending missions from 
those teams. 

Through “365 partner,” we are present¬ 
ing our operational budgets and income 
expectations for current programs. Then, 
we are asking you, or your church or your 
Sunday school class to become a support- 


Methodist Church and constructing a new 
building for Betania school in Reynosa. 

We continue to partner with mission 
teams that assist us with our battles 
against the lack of proper education, 
nutrition, health, construction jobs and 
relationship with God and neighbors. The 
battle is constant. Beyond the work of the 
mission teams, the mission needs to con¬ 
tinue. Mexico VIM is adopting new ways 
to structure our mission projects. We are 
intentionally looking for ongoing mission 
and the ways to support it. Programs, jobs 
and relationships have been developed to 
carry out plans so we can coordinate even 
when teams are not with us. We are creat¬ 
ing effective ways to achieve self-suffi¬ 
ciency. A new program entitled “365 part¬ 
ner” has been designed to sustain the sup¬ 
port that is so badly needed. 

“365 partner” 

A partner is a friend who shares a 
common interest or participates in achiev¬ 
ing a common goal. Manos Juntas 
Mexico A.C. is a nonprofit ministry of the 
Eastern Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico. Manos Juntas is look¬ 
ing for partners. Our shared interest with 
partners is to bring the love of Christ to 


every annual donation of $365 dollars, 
you can select the specific program you 
wish to support. One dollar a day can 
make a difference in the efficiency of our 
ministry. Through “365 partner,” we are 
also asking $365 pesos per year from our 
Mexican partners. This amount comes to 
about $30 dollars per year. 

Manos Juntas staff 

Partnering staff for Manos Juntas 
includes Willie Berman, missionary with 
Global Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church; Julian Otero, part-time 
operations coordinator; Elvira Ramirez, 
accountant and clinic coordinator; Dr. 
Marisol Ruiz, medical programs coordi¬ 
nator; and Nena, housekeeping coordina¬ 
tor. Clinic staff is paid by income from 
the clinic. Construction workers, transla¬ 
tors and cooks are paid only when teams 
are partnering with us. 

To meet all expenses, we are looking 
for a total of 60 “365 partners.” 

Vamos Tamaulipas Community Center 
The center, started May 5 of this year, 
provides for the education of 25 children. 
Ten of the kids are in the kindergarten 
affiliated with the state program and 15 
elementary and junior high aged children 



are being served. Free breakfast is provid¬ 
ed with the assistance of the moms of the 
students, who cook and clean in the 
kitchen. New programs for this center will 
focus on community gardens, job skills 
training and parenting classes. 

This program is totally funded by 
donations. We are looking for 36 partners. 
Manos Juntas Clinic 

The clinic charges $5 per patient to see 
the family doctor and $9 to see the den¬ 
tist. This fee includes some medicines. 
Twenty percent of these services are 
donated to people that cannot afford these 
fees. To continue with this system and to 
improve our services we need 10 partners. 
San Carlos Mission 

San Carlos is a small village surround¬ 
ed by a number of rural communities. 
These are the lowest income villages in 
our state. Lack of government support for 
agricultural activities has generated 
migration to other cities, but there are 
many families living in poverty. Manos 
Juntas has partnered with Ruben 
Sifiientes, a Methodist pastor, who travels 
to these families every other weekend to 
preach and share the love of Christ. We 
need eight “365 partners” for this mission. 
Manitas Juntas program 

Through this program, children are 
taught what it means to “be in mission.” 
Teams of eight kids aged 9-12 will organ¬ 
ize for mission projects like bringing 
sandwiches to people in need, assisting 
the elderly, cleaning parks, painting public 
schools and organizing friendship parties 
at orphanages. The average cost of an 


activity is $250 dollars and we plan to 
have 12 activities in 2013. A total of eight 
partners are needed. 

Job skills training 

For families to become self-sustaining, 
they need job skills and assistance in 
starting small businesses. Remember the 
saying, “Give a man a fish and you’ll feed 
him for a day; teach him to fish, and 
you’ll feed him for a lifetime.” Well, we 
added, “And help him get a fishing rod!” 
Every project is different, depending on 
the skills of the family. We need 15 “365 
partners” for families who have recently 
been identified for the program. 
Educational programs and scholar¬ 
ships 

The focus of this program is to provide 
financial assistance to low income fami¬ 
lies to support their education. Through a 
selection process, we are supporting kids 
with potential to finish higher degrees. 

The regular public school system does not 
always provide the educational tools 
needed to achieve these goals. 

Scholarship amounts range from $180 to 
$600 dollars per student. Fifty partners 
are needed to support these efforts. 

If you are considering becoming a 
“365 partner,” find out more about our 
program and how to give by visiting 
www.handstogethermexico.org or by con¬ 
tacting Willie Berman, MJM Director, at 
wberman@prodigy.net.mx 
Thanks you for your support! 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman 
VIM Mexico, Manos Juntas Director 
GBGM Missionary #3019612 
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REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, MATA- 
MOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 
VALLE HERMOSO 


Date Team Leader 

February 13-17 Kathy Wells 


13-021 


Mexico Mini-Medical / 
Construction fees will be 
announced upon completion 
of airline contracts 


LAVIM Staff 

Rev. Larry Norman 

LAVIM Director 
(225) 346-1646 
LDuckN@aol. com 

Brenda Coppit 

LAVIM Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
BrendaCoppit@la-umc. org 

Amanda Short 

LAVIM Financial Assistant 
(225) 346-1646 
AmandaShort@la-umc. org 


INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

LOCATION TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

March 24-30 

Cambodia 

Eleuthera 

Lindsey Sirman 
McNeese Wesley 

Construction 

February 7-20 

Phnom Penh/ 

Sam Rath Church 

Judy Foust 

Construction/VBS 

July 17-30 

Cuba 

Kampong Saom 

Diane Reich/ 

Donnie Wilkerson 

Youth Conference 

October 14-24 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

Guatemala 

March 23-30 

Lemoa 

Max Zehner Construction/VBS 

Tulane Wesley Foundation 

June 15-23 

Haiti 

Lemoa 

Brandi Sonnier 
McNeese Wesley 

Construction/VBS 

Family Mission 

April 2-9 

LaTremblay 

Tim Smith 

Disaster Response 

May 24-June 1 

Les Cayes 

Sarah Marsalis- 
Luginbill 

Construction/VBS 

May-June 

Port au Prince 

Scott Bullock 

Disaster Response/Youth 

India 

February 7-23 

Faridpur 

Judy Barbay 

Construction 

Feb. 14-March 2 

Faridpur 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

Panama 

June 14-23 

Russia 

Santiago or/ 

Camp Cielito 

Gloria Robinson/ 
Vicki Sydboten 

Construction 

June 6-17 

Ekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Repair 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

June 20-30 

Nome 

Judd Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

Arkansas 

April 1-5 

Louisiana 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Larry Norman 

Construction/Landscaping 

SCJ UMVIM Work Week 

March 9 

Trinity UMC 

Ruston 

Ken Musick 

Early Response TeamTraining 

August 3 

First UMC 

Denham Springs 

TBA 

Early Response Team Training 


Help St. Mark’s UMC feed the homeless with a home cooked meal on Sundays 


Looking for a great one- or two-day 
mission project? Volunteers are needed to 
provide meals to the homeless at St. Mark's 
United Methodist Church in New Orleans. 

Located on the edge of the French 
Quarter, St. Mark's has been the scene of 
tremendous ministry and mission over the 
years. Each Sunday after worship, a meal 
for over 100 homeless persons is served. 
You are needed to join St. Mark's congre¬ 
gation in this significant mission outreach. 

A team should plan to feed 150. A meal 
consists of a main dish, vegetable, salad, 


dessert and bread. From its inception, this 
ministry's goal has been to provide a meal 
exactly like one you would prepare for 
your family or guests. Those who receive 
this meal have told St. Mark's over the 
years that it is a place where they are treat¬ 
ed with dignity, and you, St. Mark's won¬ 
derful partners in ministry, are instrumental 
in conveying this to them whenever you 
come to serve “the least of these.” 

St. Mark's asks that the teams arrive no 
later than 9:30 a.m. since the only way to 
enter the kitchen is down the center aisle of 


the church. St. Mark’s provides plates, nap¬ 
kins, utensils and tea. Parking will always 
be a challenge, which is another reason to 
arrive as early as possible. The church is 
open by 9 a.m. The kitchen is equipped 
with a steam table, two ovens, two 
microwaves and a five-burner gas stove. 

Another option for teams is to travel to 
New Orleans on Saturday and stay 
overnight at Rampart Community Center 
which often serves as a dorm for visiting 
mission teams. The Community Center is 
housed in the same building as St. Mark's. 


The Rampart Center has a large kitchen in 
which the meal can also be prepared and 
then moved into the church portion of the 
building. Please contact Larry Norman, 
director of LAVIM at (225) 346-1646 or 
lduckn@aol.com for information on hous¬ 
ing overnight teams. 

To sign up for a meal, contact Kay 
Russo who keeps the calendar. Her email is 
kay@trvlcorp.com and her phone number 
is (504) 524-6543. Your first date choice 
may be taken when you call, so having 
several options will help. 
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LAVIM plans 
family mission 
to Guatemala 
June 15-23, 2013 

Dan and Brandi Sonnier are no 
strangers to Guatemalan orphanages; all 
three of their children were adopted 
through them. The Sonniers have even 
returned as a family to visit the country 
where their children were bom. 

Brandi began to wonder whether or not 
it was possible for the entire family to do a 
mission together in Guatemala. So she 
approached Rev. Angela Bulhof, director 
of the McNeese Wesley Foundation, who 
has served on numerous international 
LAVIM missions. “As soon as Brandi 
asked the question, I knew God was lead¬ 
ing University UMC in Lake Charles to 
mission in Guatemala,” said Rev. Bulhof. 
“Many families at UUMC have adopted 
children, more than one from Guatemala. 
And so, a LAVIM family mission was 
bom! I am so excited about the opportuni¬ 
ty that my three boys and I are coming 
too.” 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission, 
University UMC and McNeese Wesley 
Foundation are already gathering a team to 
serve in Guatemala next summer from 
June 15-23. The team currently includes 
children (ages 5-12), youth (ages 13-16), 
college students, parents and grandparents. 
“Together, God will use our gifts, both 
large and small, to lead a week-long 
Vacation Bible School for the Methodist 
orphanage in Lemoa, and for the whole 
community one afternoon. We will also 
work on other projects at the orphanage 
and in the community, based on our gifts 
and abilities and the priorities of the 
Methodist camp in Lemoa,” said Rev. 
Bulhof. 

The team will travel to Guatemala City 
before embarking on a three-hour bus ride 
to Lemoa, located north of the city in a 
mountainous region. They will serve the 
residents of Hogar del Nino Huerfano, an 
orphanage sponsored by The United 
Methodist Church. There are currently 18 
children living in the orphanage and two 
full-time adult staff members. The village 
of Lemoa, the orphanage and the 
Methodist camp have been favorites 
among LAVIM teams for years. 

This multi-generational team is being 
led by Brandi Sonnier, 
brandi.sonnier@gmail.com, (337) 794- 
4548, and Rev. Bulhof, revangela@sud- 
denlinkmail.com, (337) 477-2191. The 
team also has a Guatemala Mission Trip 
2013 group page on Facebook! 

Cost for this nine-day mission is just 
$1,255 per volunteer; a $400 deposit is 
required to reserve your place. There are 
20 airplane tickets reserved and 16 are 
already claimed, so please contact us soon 
to join this team. This is an excellent 
opportunity for children with parents 
and/or grandparents to share a mission. 


Asbury UMC, Bossier City funds mission with annual bazaar 


Asbury United Methodist Church in Bossier City uses the 
proceeds from its annual Pumpkin Patch to hind mission 
activities for the upcoming year. Because of the success of 
the event, Asbury has added a mission bazaar that is held in 
November. 

Not only do bazaar profits support mission, the event rais¬ 
es money for specific mission agencies. Booths from the 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home, Holy Angels School 
in Shreveport, Equal Exchange Coffee and Chocolate, 10000 
Villages and Beads for Life are featured. Handmade crafts 
from Mexico and Cambodia and Navajo jewelry handcrafted 
in Arizona are also found. 

The majority of the proceeds are returned to the agency 
that provided the materials for sale. Sales from goods crafted 
in Cambodia will fund scholarships for women in Cambodia 
while the Navajo jewelry supports women in the Navajo 
nation in Arizona (a mission supported by the youth of 
Asbury UMC.) Coffee and chocolate sales support United 
Methodist Committee on Relief and sales of OWL salsa sup¬ 
port the Louisiana United Methodist Children’s home. 

This November, Asbury coordinated their sales date with 
Noel Memorial UMC in Shreveport and other area churches 
so that people could support many different missions and 
ministries. And despite the rain on Sunday, sales were brisk. 
Customers were also given the opportunity to donate to 
UMCOR for the assembly of cleaning buckets that will be 
used in the cleanup in areas affected by Hurricane Sandy. 
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